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Greetings OH5 Lions,

I hope you all survived the snow
and bitter cold of this past week.
Many Lion club meetings and
events were cancelled including
my own Zone 3 meeting.
Hopefully we can all get back on
schedule and continue the great
work in our communities.

One of my many tasks as First
Vice-Governor is to facilitate the
Necrology ceremony at the
District Convention in March. We
want to honor all our OH5 Lions
that have passed away this past
year. I need help from each club.
We need names, photos, and
anything you deem important to
properly honor your Lions. Please
send all info including photos to:

d13oh5necrology@gmail.com.   

Yours in Lionism.
FVDG Gary Likens

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE

Feb 1: DGE Training Zoom

Feb 2: Zone 3 Meeting (Der

Dutchman- Plain City)

Feb 3: London Lions

Feb:5  DGE Training Zoom 

Feb 9: Convention Committee

Feb 10: DGE Training Zoom

Feb 12: DGE Training Zoom

Feb 14: Council of Governors

Feb 15: DGE Training Zoom

Feb 17: London Lions

Feb 18: DGE Training Zoom

Feb 19: Zone 7 Meeting (Hey-

Hey Club- German Village)

Feb 21: Cabinet Meeting

Feb 22: FVDG Zoom

Feb 22: DGE Training Zoom

Feb 24: LaRue Visit

Feb 26: DGE Training Zoom

from the desk of
1 V D G  GA RY  L I K E N S

mailto:d13oh5necrology@gmail.com


DEADLINE‌
extended‌

Scholarships available!

There are 2 scholarship applications that
are currently available. 
Both are available to Ohio Leo Club
members. 
The other one is available to
children/grandchildren of Lions or Lioness
club members as well.
The deadline for both scholarships is March
1, 2026 - but I would recommend getting
applications submitted no later than
February 20, 2026 (weather and postal
delays possible).
If you need an application, please Email:
youth@ohiolions.org.

Both scholarship applications include
checklists for returning the completed
applications. Please be sure to use the
checklists and make sure to include
everything that is required. If everything is
not completed, the application will not be
accepted.

1. LITPC Scholarship Application
The Lions International Trading Pin Club is
proud to announce a Youth Scholarship of
US$4,000 for a graduating senior who is
the child or grandchild of a Lion, Lioness
and/or a member of a Leo Club.
2. Ohio Lions Scholarship Application - for
Ohio Leos only
Four (4) $750 scholarships will be awarded
to graduating senior Ohio Leos.
The deadline for both scholarships is March
1, 2026.
Any questions, please contact
youth@ohiolions.org.
Submitted by Ohio Lions Youth Committee
PCC Darlene Roll, Chairperson & OH1
Chair
Lion Steve Fifer - OH5 Chair
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I am reaching out to you regarding the 2025-2026
District OH-5 Honor Roll. As of 2/1/26, the
committee has only received two (2) nominations
for this important district recognition. Please have
your club consider a Lion for this prestigious
award. The nomination suspense date has been
extended to Sunday, February 15, 2026. Attached
please find the “Honor Roll Nomination” form and
the “Honor Roll Standards” information. We have
many district Lions who are deserving of this
recognition.
 

I welcome any questions and thank you so much for your assistance.
 

My best regards, 
PCC David Risen

District OH-5 PDG Association
Honor Roll Committee

Chairperson
Cell: 614-212-3488

Email: drisen@insight.rr.com

mailto:youth@ohiolions.org
mailto:youth@ohiolions.org
mailto:drisen@insight.rr.com


Worthington Noon Lions were out
and about in the community during
the month of January participating in
a Community Service Project at the
Buddy Box Connection to address
hunger, which is one of our global
causes. Lion Members packed
“Buddy Boxes” with nutritious
snacks that get distributed to
students from Worthington,
Columbus and Southwestern school
districts every Friday to address
food insecurity during the school
year. Over 500 Worthington
students receive such assistance. At
the conclusion of the project the
Worthington Lions made a $1,000
charitable donation to the Buddy
Box Connection Program
Coordinator, Susie Drerup.

Worthington Noon Lions at work!
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Lions Clubs Working TOGETHER and with community partners! Sent
in by Grove City Lion Stu Koble

Following our regular meeting we assembled
200 sandwiches for the hungry at Jordans
Crossing. 13 Lions had a good time, plenty of
laughter and teasing, all in good humor. So
many positive things said! Consider a “mini
project” at your meeting. It helps those in need,
members feel a strong sense of
accomplishment and it builds team work. Invite
a potential new member to your meeting so
they can experience what we do.

This has been an annual event for several years.
Reynoldsburg took the lead with Grove City and
several Southeast Lions. We served approx 100
people with clothing, shoes, blankets, toiletries and
coats. It was a cold day with intermittent rain.
Thanks to the S/E Lions for bringing the streetcar.
We had warmth and coffee to offer that was most
appreciated. TOGETHER WE SERVE! If a project is
too big for your club, ask others to join in. A great
way to invite potential new members to experience
a great project.

Thank you for reading!
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PDG Jackie Miller  

For Ohio’s International Director 

Hello, Lions! 

As a candidate for International Director for Ohio, I hope many of you have had the opportunity 
this past month to learn more about me through posts on my campaign Facebook page here. If 
you haven’t yet, I invite you to visit it and get to know my journey and my vision for Lionism. 

This month, I’d like to share a little more about where my passion for leadership and service 
began. 

From a very young age, leadership and community involvement were simply part of who I was. I 
had my own paper route, babysat, and mowed lawns—learning responsibility and work ethic 
early on. I was active in Brownies and later chose 4-H because I wanted to learn practical skills 
like cooking and sewing. Thanks to my mom who started teaching me those skills. I still enjoy 
sewing, knitting, and quilting today. 

Service through faith and youth leadership also shaped me deeply. I began teaching Sunday 
School at the age of 16 and continued well into my 50s, including serving for two years as a 
teaching coordinator at my church. Along the way, I learned how important it is to guide, mentor, 
and encourage others. 

In school, leadership showed up in many forms. I was a cheerleader in both elementary and high 
school and served multiple times as Cheerleading Captain. I played in the band, marching with 
the Flag Corps, and was honored to serve as Flag Corps Captain as well. These experiences taught 
me teamwork, accountability, and how to lead by example. 

That same leadership carried into my professional career. I served on—and chaired—numerous 
committees, led teams, and was honored to serve multiple years as President of my Toastmasters 
Club, whose members included our CEO and CFO. I even led our company softball team to a 
winning season and proudly played on our volleyball team. Whether organizing United Way 
campaigns or fostering friendly competition between departments to raise funds, I learned how 
powerful motivated people can be when they work toward a common goal. 

When I look back, one thing is clear: leadership and community service have always been part 
of my life. They are not roles I step into—they are part of who I am. That foundation is what I 
bring with me as I seek to serve Ohio and Lions everywhere as your next International Director. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61587147951215


PCC LYDIA HOUSER 
FOR OHIO MD13 ENDORSED CANDIDATE FOR INTERNATIONAL 

DIRECTOR 

A LITTLE BIT ABOUT ME 

 

 

I am PCC Lydia Houser of the Mad River Lions Club, OH6, in Dayton, 

Ohio and I am running to be Ohio’s endorsed candidate for International Director. I 

joined the Mad River Lions in 1999 and have served in leadership positions in 

numerous roles continuously since 2000.  I was Governor of 13 OH6 in 2018-2019 and 

served as MD13 Ohio Council Chair in 2019-2020 and Covid.  I have served as 

Executive Director for the Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation for seven years. I was 

elected to the state’s Liaison Committee in 2022 and served through 2025. 

I am married to fellow Lion PDG Ric Houser.  My parents, PDG Freda and Lion Buck 

Wagner, were instrumental in me becoming a Lion.  Lions are a family affair with my 

parents, husband, daughter (DG Rachelle), son-in-law Josh, and now grandchildren 

involved in Lions. 

After a 39-year career at Wright- Patterson Air Force Base, I retired as the Chief of 

Configuration Management, Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Special 

Operations Forces Directorate managing a multi-billion-dollar portfolio. 

Ohio’s endorsed candidate for International Director should epitomize leadership in 

all areas of Lionism.  I bring values-based leadership, executive experience, my talents 

as motivator, trainer, and presenter, and years of membership experience – from club 

rebuilding to new club development and mentorship. I am an experienced team leader, 

and I value my reputation as a Lion of integrity, innovation, and initiative.    

Lions are more than a service group to me —they are a global family and a lifelong 

source of friendship and inspiration.  Working side by side to serve others motivates us 

to meet needs with kindness and compassion.  I believe that leadership means service, 

collaboration, and transparency.  

For more detailed information, my full bio and answers to some specific questions 

are on the State web site: https://www.ohiolions.org/news-events/news/827-meet-the-

candidates-for-international-director. Or follow my candidate’s page at 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61586735977187 

As Lions, we can be the change by “Sharing Kindness – One Act at a Time”. 

If you have questions or requests, please contact me by email at LMHYOYO@aol.com 

or via phone at (937) 609-6594. 

https://www.ohiolions.org/news-events/news/827-meet-the-candidates-for-international-director
https://www.ohiolions.org/news-events/news/827-meet-the-candidates-for-international-director
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61586735977187
mailto:LMHYOYO@aol.com


District 13-OH5 Honor Roll  

  

  

  

Requester:  

  

Name:   

 
First                                                                                      Last  

  

  

  

Club:                                                                                                 Zone:   

   
  

  

  

Person to be nominated:  

  

  

  

Name:   

 
First                                                                                      Last  

   
Club:                                                                                                                                               

    
Years in Lionism:                         (Must be at least 10 years to qualify for nomination)  

  

                    

  

  

  Attach information on how this Lion:  

  

• Has made a difference to the Club.  

  

• It is active in the community outside of Lions.  

  

• Include stories about the Lion.  

  

• Do not forget to include a picture of the Lion.  

  

  



  

Is the award being given posthumously? 

   
  

  

  

Send form to PCC Dave Risen –   1219 Hilton Dr., Reynoldsburg OH 43068 

(614) 212-3488 Cell or (614) 864-9819 Home 

drisen@insight.rr.com  

  

  

  

Deadline: ALL NOMINATIONS HAVE BEEN EXTENED AND NEED TO BE 

RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 15, 2026 

 

   



  

   

ALL OCCASIONS CATERING & BANQUET    
6989 WALDO DELAWARE ROAD                          

WALDO, OHIO 

PROSPECT LIONS CLUB  

All proceeds go toward 

scholarships, community 

food banks, charities, and 

other worthy projects. 

 

 

 

DOORS 

OPEN AT 

4:00 PM 

DINNER AT 5:00 PM - $20.00 
 

(TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM ANY MEMBER  

OF THE PROSPECT LIONS CLUB OR AT THE DOOR) 
 

LARGE LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS FOLLOWING DINNER 

Questions: 

Lion Yvonne Nye 

740-223-6688 



ANNOUNCEMENT LETTER FOR DISTRICTS 

AND LEO CLUB NEWSLETTERS 

 

The Lions International Pin Trading Club is proud to announce a Youth Scholarship of US$4,000 for a 

graduating senior who is the child or grandchild of a Lions or a member of a Leo Club. The most important 

aspect of the Youth Scholarship Program is to help a young person pursue his/her education and follow their 

dreams. 

The LITPC takes great pride in fulfilling the motto of Lions Clubs International, “WE SERVE”. During the 

SightFirst II Campaign, the pin traders contributed US$144,000 to LCIF. Our Scholarship Program is another 

example of the pin traders’ slogan, “Lions First”. 

Selection of the scholarship recipient will be based on academic achievement, an essay stating the student’s 

goals, a statement of reason(s) for applying and an overview of work, community and school service, and letters 

of recommendation. Applications and supporting documentation are to be completed and submitted to the pin 

trading club scholarship chairman named below by March 1, 2026. 

 

We encourage all graduating seniors who are the children/grandchildren of Lions or members or who are 

members of Leo Clubs to participate in our Scholarship Program. 
 

 

 

Steven D Sherer, Secretary 

 

Name of Pin Trading Club Scholarship Chairman 

 

1090 Thomas Drive SW 

 

New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 

 

lionpidsteve@gmail.com 

 

 

Please place the above message in your sub-district and district bulletins and post on your websites. Please be 

aware that Scholarship Applications and information are on the LITPC website. 

mailto:lionpidsteve@gmail.com


Bring your gently used or new pairs of shoes to
your District Convention or State Convention!

Boots to ballet shoes, 
Sandals to soccer cleats
Official dress or casual tennis shoes
Tie shoelaces or rubber-band pairs together
for easy sorting - we will take them all if
they’re gently used or new!

Every pair donated help raise funds to support
kids and families fighting pediatric cancer
through Ohio Lions Pediatric Cancer Foundation
and Kids Get Cancer Too!

There will be a Golden Shoe award for the district
and Club who donate the most pairs of shoes!

Shoe the Love!
Your closet clean-out can support kids fighting cancer!

in partnership with

Contact your District OLPCF Representative for more donation information!

Pediatric Cancer
Shoe Drive!



The Ohio Lions Pediatric Cancer Foundation is partnering with Kids Get
Cancer Too to raise funds to benefit Ohio families battling childhood
cancer via Funds2Org!

Funds2Orgs is a social enterprise that helps schools, nonprofits, and
community groups run zero-cost, no-sell shoe drive fundraisers, where
they collect gently used shoes, get paid by weight, and keep them out of
landfills, while providing inventory for micro-entrepreneurs in developing
nations to create local businesses, offering a win-win-win for fundraising,
sustainability, and global poverty reduction. 

Lions Clubs throughout the state will collect gently used or new shoes (any
style, any size) to bring to their District or State Convention on May 16,
2026.

Each club will need to tie shoelaces or rubber-band pairs together for
easy sorting and place in the clear bags that will be provided.

Each bag must contain only 25 pairs. 

Whichever club gathers the MOST pairs will be presented with the
GOLDEN SHOE AWARD at the State Convention!

Every pair donated helps raise funds to support kids and families fighting
pediatric cancer through Ohio Lions Pediatric Cancer Foundation and
Kids Get Cancer Too!

Shoe the Love!
Your closet clean-out can support kids fighting cancer!

Pediatric Cancer Shoe Drive
INFORMATION









 

Kenny Spafford Memorial 
Strides Walk Fundraiser

 supporting Central Ohio Diabetes Association
Lions raising $5 or more in pledges will receive a Strides pin

You can bring your donations to the convention

Lion: _________________________

Sponsor: _________________________ Pledge $_______

Sponsor: _________________________ Pledge $_______

Sponsor: _________________________ Pledge $_______

Sponsor: _________________________ Pledge $_______

Sponsor: _________________________ Pledge $_______

Make tax deductible checks out to: Central Ohio Diabetes
Association or Dayton Diabetes

Both are now part of Life Care Alliance

MD13 OH-5

District
Convention
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