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From Your District Leadership
Hear from DG Joe Jackson, 1st VDG Debbie Luttrell, 2nd VDG
Mike Kerek, GST Ben Dawson, and LCIF Coordinator Dave
Risen (P. 2-4)

Together, WE SERVE!
See pictures of the Westerville Lions, actively promoting their
service project, and DG Joe Jackson sharing the product of our
fundraising efforts. (P. 4) Then read about the ongoing efforts to
reach out to tornado victims in Kentucky.(P.5)

Learn to Roar
Read about plans for the training, check out the schedule, and
use the enclosed registration form to make your reservation.
(P.5-8)

THIS is What It Means to Be A Lion!
Read the compelling story of how OH5 has been focusing on
pediatric cancer for a number of years, and is committed to
making a difference. (P.9-10)

Mark Your Calendar for These Upcoming Activities
Troy Lions 80th Anniversary Celebration (P. 11)
Westerville Pulled Pork Dinner (P. 12)
Prospect Lions Golf Scrambler (P. 13-15)
Grove City Noon Electric Bike Raffle (P. 16)
Arcanum Lions Golf Scrambler (P. 17-18)

Bulleted Reminders from District Governor Joe Jackson:
• Eye Bank Support
Our District is fortunate to have two Eye Banks:
Central Ohio and West Central Ohio
Both Eye Banks can provide excellent programs and encourage clubs and club members to donate for
local program operation.
• Peace Poster/Essay
Clubs should consider buying Peace Poster kits now. Remember that all students ages 11-13 are
eligible to participate.
• Club Finances
Consider reviewing your club budget and examine how many CD’s the club has paying little interest.
Many of our clubs are in small communities with no presence of any LIONS Club.
• Learn to Roar
We live in changing times for club officers: Learning to Roar is an opportunity to be current with the
procedures to make a club more efficient. June 11, Der Dutchman, Plain City.
Come with an open mind and any questions!
• License Plates
Yes, a reminder to go online and order your LIONS license plates; proceeds go the the Ohio Lions
Foundation. We depend on the OLF to assist with flood and fire disasters. If you are uncertain how to
help a victim of flooding of fire, contact me at: shoelessjj71@gmail.com
DG Joe

Spring – a time for new beginnings!
I’m always looking for new adventures; new restaurants, new (at least to me) flowers, of
course, new ways to serve. Each month I’d like to highlight new opportunities to serve, and you
can help me. Is your club looking at trying something new? Share what that is, how it went….
we can all benefit from your experience and more importantly our communities will also benefit.
This month I’d like to tell you about a new to me project that needs our help. It’s called
Tough Enough to Wear Pink – a horse show fundraising project that supports cancer patients in
many ways. I’ll have more information soon, to include how to sign-up and type of help they
need, but I do know that they will need lots of volunteers to help make this a success, and I’m
hoping lots of OH5 Lions will be there.
Here's what I know so far:

SAVE THE DATE:
SEPTEMBER 22 – 25, 2022
Where:
Champion Center,Springfield OH

This event is a fund raiser to provide funds to OhioHealth Cancer Foundation, 100% donated to
cancer patients - no administrative fees.
I look forward to hearing about your new projects!
DGE Debbie

You Can Do It!
As I have visited various clubs in the district, I hear recurring themes. The two most prevalent
are:
1. We don’t have enough members to do our projects anymore
2. We don’t have any money since COVID took our fundraisers away
I wanted to address those concerns the same way I have made my responses to them in the
meetings.
First, why are you putting this pressure on yourself? So you can’t do the pancake breakfast
or man the gates at the county fair, at least not at this time. You have the opportunity to start
fresh. Find new projects, new fundraisers. Look to the active members for things that have not
been tried that sound fun and worthy. FORGET about the past at this point and look forward to
what you CAN do...and you can do plenty, regardless of the size of your club or the ages. There
are a bunch of projects available for any club to pick up and do – clubs just have to reach out and
ask. Even projects where some members can work on the projects at home but still be engaged
as Lions.
If you look for the problems in every idea, nothing will work. If you look at the ideas and
come up with solutions for the challenges you might face, every idea has a chance of being a
success. Even ones that are tried but are not exactly executed as planned are a success, for they
provide the lessons learned the next time you try something. Look for partnerships and
relationships – churches, scouts, other civic organizations, Bubba’s extended family at the end of
the street. Not only will you expand your ability to provide more opportunities for service, you’ll
forge new relationships that could potentially lead to new members down the road.
Bummed about no money? Guess what – nowhere in Lionism does it say that philanthropic
donations are required. Until you have a chance to get a couple of fundraisers going again, you
have a resource that is just as valuable – time. Whether picking up trash, helping senior citizens
with yard work or snow removal, Meals on Wheels, book donations or sock drives for homeless
shelters...the list is endless, hampered only by the club members’ drive and creativity.
Only have a little money? I’m reminded of the Widow’s Mite story in the Bible. It isn’t the
size of the gift, it’s the act of giving what you can. Money, time, effort, caring. They all matter.
If I come to your meeting and you tell me you can’t do something, I’m going to ask you why
not? If you say you guys tried something before and it didn’t work, I’m going to ask you how it
went the second time you tried. Right now, we need to be solution-based as individuals, clubs, as
an association. Set goals that are achievable and work toward accomplishing those goals. Even if
you start small, success will breed success.
If I ask you what the last new project was that you tried, what will you tell me?
Peek your head outside the box and let’s get back to being Lions again. “We Serve” is
what we should be doing. Work together as clubs, ask if you need help. If you are an active club
still, reach out to your fellow Lions and offer assistance to struggling clubs. The ultimate
beneficiaries of our collective efforts are the 50+ communities we serve as a district!
2VDG PDG Mike Kerek
mjkerek@msn.com

From GST Ben Dawson
Thank you all for getting us to 100% reporting. Keep reporting, I want to see all clubs
reporting every month. You have meetings every month – report that! But most important report
a service, for that is what we are all about. I will keep emphasizing MYLION till everyone has
registered. Not only using to report but to learn more about LIONS. A new fiscal year
approaching, let’s make the best ever. Retain and increase membership and keep service a
priority
Want to learn more about how to report on MYLION? Check out the ppt slides put
together by Lion Ric Houser, attached to this newsletter.
GST Lion Ben Dawson
liondawson38@gmail.com

From LCIF Coordinator PCC Dave Risen
I am pleased and proud to report that I received a check in the amount of $5,000.00 from
the Columbus Southeast Lions Club Foundation in support of the Ukraine humanitarian effort.
This is the largest donation that I have personally received to date and reaffirms that our Lions
and our clubs are at the forefront when help is urgently needed.
Words cannot properly express how grateful and proud I am to inform LCIF of this
donation.
During these past weeks many of our District OH5 Lions and clubs have financially
supported this most urgent financial need. The lions of District OH5, as well as MD-13, continue
to support LCIF to include its purpose and its needs.
We can all be proud of these efforts!
LCIF Coordinator PCC Dave Risen
drisen@insight.rr.com

Westerville Trex Project
The Westerville Lions recently were mentioned in a
local news broadcast for their Trex bench project.
Here, Lion Howard Baum presents the Westerville
Lions Trex/Plastics Recycling Program to the
Westerville City Council on April 5th. They will soon
have their fifth bench in place in the Uptown area.

Your Efforts Pay Off!
PDG Ric Houser and VDG Randall Kloutz, of OH6,
joined DG Joe Jackson in presenting this LARGE
Steps Donation check to the Dayton Children’s
Hospital.

OUR NEIGHBORS IN KENTUCKY
REACH OUT FOR RELIEF
Our Kentucky relief project is an ongoing statewide project through June 30, 2022. As victims are
slowly beginning to get their insurance claims dealt with, they are trickling back to the affected
towns. Clubs, individual Lions, and our community partners can participate in one of three ways 1. pack plastic totes with household items - sheets, kitchen utensils, tools, anything from the
list. District service coordinators can arrange pick up points for the totes. Millersport Lions
are allowing us to collect all the totes in their clubhouse, to be taken to the Kentucky Lions
distribution centers. See the message below re: collection at the state convention, and the
next page for information about what is needed by our neighbors in Kentucky.
2. Monetary donation to help buy 2"X4"s, 2"X6"s and plywood to help with repairs for the
uninsured and the many UNDER-insured. These folks are just now able to start patching
roofs and walls now that the insurance adjusters have been out. Instead of collecting wood,
we are collecting money to purchase the wood closer to Hopkinsville and get it delivered to
the distribution center.
3. --Money can be sent to Ohio Lions, Inc 4074 Hoover Rd., Grove City OH 43123 or there is
a Paypal link for donations on ohiolions.org.
4. Sending thoughts and prayers for those struggling to make ends meet, to secure housing,
to cope with the depression and PTSD that are affecting their families.
With the disastrous events unfolding in the Ukraine, the world has turned its attention there. This
is not to negate efforts to help internationally. But our neighbors in Kentucky are also displaced
and desperate, just without the continued media coverage. We want to show them the heart that
Lions have.

Discover the Lion in You!
“Learn to Roar”
“Learn to Roar” is back in-person! Our district’s club officer and general Lion training will
return to the Der Dutchman in Plain City on Saturday, June 11th.
There will be 12 different classes in total, three different ones scheduled
each hour. There will be one required class for each officer and three electives.
Any Lion can take any class. Therefore, you can pick and choose topics of
interest or check out potential future positions for yourself.
In addition to the officer classes (Pres-Sec-Treas-TT-Membership)
there will be classes on Marketing and Communications, Service Projects,
Fundraising, Youth, Goal Setting, Legal Compliance, and more. All classes
have been updated and will present new material.
Think how better your club could operate with all this new information.
Have all your officers and key Lions come, learn, and get their questions answered.
At the very least, each club should consider sending three students so all the information in
these classes can be brought back. Save the date now. The registration form and class schedule
are on the pages that follow.

We look forward to seeing you at Learn to Roar!

What:
When:
Time:
Where:
Cost:

club officer and general Lion training
th

Saturday, June 11
Doors open at 9:00 am. Classes run 10:00 am until 3:00 pm
Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S Jefferson Ave (Route 42) Plain City, OH 43064
Includes: registration, course materials, room rental & lunch at Der Dutchman
$20 each if paid by deadline of June 3rd.
$25 each if paid after June 3rd or at the door.

All Lions are
Learn to Roar,
There will be three
different classes going on each hour. Students attending for official club officer training
will have one required class to take and three electives. General Lions are welcome to
attend any class. You can pick-and-choose topics of interest. Check out the attached
class descriptions. There is something for every Lion. Officer-elects (only those listed on
-101) will receive their appropriate leadership pin (see at bottom). All
Lions, whether an officer-elect or not, will receive a diploma and are welcome to come,
learn something new, network with your fellow Lions and enjoy a little Amish cooking.
Come join us on Saturday, June 11th, 2022 at the Der Dutchman in Plain City. Doors open
at 9:00am and the first class begins at 10:00am. Lunch will be catered by the Der
Dutchman and will be at noon. All classes end at 3:00pm.
See the attached class schedule with class descriptions, officer requirements,
and the registration form. The deadline to register is June 3rd.
Contact Lion Steve Kaplan at skpk1984@aol.com or (937) 335-7345 with any questions.

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Tail-Twister

Membership Chair

Only officer-elects listed on PU-101 form for 2019-2020 will be given these Leadership pins at graduation from Learn to Roar

Registration Form
Saturday, June 11, 2022.
Classes are from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Doors open at 9:00 am
Der Dutchman Restaurant
445 S Jefferson Ave (Route 42) Plain City, Oh 43064

Club Name: _________________________________
Contact Email: _______________________________

Will be attending as:
(circle office)

Name of Lion

President-elect
Secretary-elect
Treasurer-elect
President-elect
Secretary-elect
Treasurer-elect
President-elect
Secretary-elect
Treasurer-elect
President-elect
Secretary-elect
Treasurer-elect
President-elect
Secretary-elect
Treasurer-elect
President-elect
Secretary-elect
Treasurer-elect

Cost: $20 each
before June 3rd.
$25 after or at door.
(Includes school, room
rental, and lunch)

Tail-Twister-elect
Membership Chair-elect
Other
Tail-Twister-elect
Membership Chair-elect
Other
Tail-Twister-elect
Membership Chair-elect
Other
Tail-Twister-elect
Membership Chair-elect
Other
Tail-Twister-elect
Membership Chair-elect
Other
Tail-Twister-elect
Membership Chair-elect
Other

Total submitted: _______________
Make checks payable to: Lions District OH-5
Submit this registration form to:
Lion Steve Kaplan
2915 Bridle Path Way
Troy, OH 45373
Registration Deadline: June 3, 2022

THIS Is What It Means To Be A Lion
LCI has invited each District to submit a story – their story – of service to the community,
in order to receive a $500 grant to be used to expand the reach of our service. This is the
submission sent in from the Lions of OH5. It makes you proud to be a Lion!

In October 2015, 14 Lions leaders from around Ohio, participating in a Regional Lions
Leadership Level 3 program, were tasked with coming up with a legacy project for Ohio that
would help celebrate 100 years of Lionism. After much deliberation, childhood cancer was
chosen as the cause and a series of 5K walk/runs across the state named “STEPS” walks with at
least one per district, was decided upon as the project. Allowing for planning, the first events
were to be held in the Fall of 2017.
Three of the RLLI participants were from District OH5; two of them, GMT/1VDG Mike
Kerek and Kirby Witmer, co-hosted their STEPS 5K during September 2017 in Worthington, OH.
This first event was made even more meaningful to attendees from the Reynoldsburg Lions Club
because two months earlier an eight year old boy named Braxton Long passed away from
cancer. He was friends with one of the Reynoldsburg Lions’ son.
Braxton’s well-publicized fight with cancer before losing the battle resonated with
everyone in the area. Super Braxton shirts appeared everywhere in Reynoldsburg and outlying
areas. He was a cheerful, upbeat little boy who loved Legos, police officers, and God. Even
toward the end he greeted everyone with a smile, and he always asked for extra Legos to be
brought to Nationwide Children’s Hospital’s oncology ward so his new friends wouldn’t be
bored. When he passed away, his coffin was filled with no less than a dozen police badges from
surrounding departments; thousands of Lego sets were brought in lieu of flowers; the Pataskala
Police Department named their new building wing after him; new awards were given in his
memory at his old elementary school.
The following year, DG Mike Kerek appointed Lion Debbie Bolyard, the parent of the son
who lost his friend, as the first OH5 Pediatric Cancer Chair. The 5K moved from Worthington to
Reynoldsburg, and with the blessing and participation of the Long family, the event was renamed
the “Super Braxton 5K.” (SB5K.) DG Mike and Lion Debbie became the co-coordinators. While
this event remained an OH5 Lions district event, it became known in the Reynoldsburg
community as well, and the 5K went from 35 attendees to almost 200. Four area pediatric cancer
foundations came out in support. Police and fire departments donated their time. About 15 Star
Wars reenactors and princesses joined them to cheer everyone on. Local fast food stores
donated food. About 50 Leos Club members volunteered. A finalist in “America’s Got Talent”
sang the National Anthem. Emberly Long, Braxton’s twin sister, started the race for everyone.
What had occurred was magical; this event, now being held in Braxton’s memory, was also
raising everyone’s awareness of the disease, in addition to much needed money for research.
(100% of the net proceeds from the SB5K go to Nationwide and Dayton Children’s Hospitals for
cancer research.)
It also lit fires across the OH5 district. The Lego Drive became an OH5 project as well, with
clubs and zones competing against each other to collect the most sets. (The Long family, who
coordinates the Lego Drive, now have so many donations coming in from Lions and other
sources that they are donating to Nationwide, Dayton and Cincinnati Children’s Hospitals, with a
surplus in stock!)
Frustrated by the distance from the far west side of the district to get to Reynoldsburg, the
Arcanum Lions Club started a “Fun Walk” at Brumbaugh Fruit Farm that raised over $15,000 for
research at Dayton Children’s Hospital in three years before COVID shut it down. There is now a
room named after the OH5 and OH6 Lions at this hospital, due in large part to their efforts.
Clubs around the district started donating to various pediatric cancer causes, including
foundations and other programs, in addition to supporting the SB5K. The Sam Bish Foundation,
named for Sam Bish who passed away at the age of 9 in 2010, was helped in cash and in-kind
donations not only by OH5 Lions, but at the state convention as well. When the Ohio Lions
Pediatric Cancer Foundation was started in 2019, it raised $25,000 its first year alone, and has

named for Sam Bish who passed away at the age of 9 in 2010, was helped in cash and in-kind
donations not only by OH5 Lions, but at the state convention as well. When the Ohio Lions
Pediatric Cancer Foundation was started in 2019, it raised $25,000 its first year alone, and has
steadily grown every year – it could hit $100,000 in its first three years of existence. At the 2022
OH5 District Convention in March, despite frigid temperatures and snow, a STEPS walk to raise
money for pediatric cancer raised $1000 in donations from attendees.
In 2017, few Lions clubs even thought of childhood cancer. Today, over half the OH5
clubs are reporting at least some sort of donation to a pediatric cancer cause, with the trend
continuing up each year. Just the OH5 5K Walks and the Fun Walks alone have raised over
$75,000 for childhood cancer research; with other club donations to various worthy programs,
that number exceeds $100,000. Thousands of people have participated in events and have been
educated about childhood cancer during this time frame.
The OH5 GST considers the SB5K to be the most successful District service project
they’ve had. But in addition to the obvious benefits, it also has produced in other areas. Thanks
to the STEPS 5K/SB5K, seven new Lions have joined. Four Lions have moved into leadership
positions within the district after volunteering on the SB5K committee. A couple of them have
taught at “Learn to Roar” District OH5 Leadership Training. The SB5K has also opened doors to
new partnerships with the city, various foundations, and corporations. It has also brought new
relationships with Lions Club members who participate.
In November 2022, it will be the 6th pediatric cancer walk for OH5, and the 5th SB5K.
Brittany Long, Braxton’s mom, wants this to be a celebration event.
Super Hero costume contest for kids and adults, special awards,
special food. Already over 20 reenactors have said they were coming
out, with more to come. Super Heroes from the comics will be there.
Police from three different departments and EMS are planning on
being there. Star War’s R2D2 will be making an appearance. The
Summit Station High School’s robotics program will be demonstrating
their robots. Special Kids Run. News media will be invited, along with
local dignitaries and perhaps even some other special guests. It
should be quite the event.
But underneath it all is the reason the Lions continue to pull it
together, year after year. A message that is stated to the members
and all volunteers before opening the doors to the public for
registration. This event is not about us. It’s not about the Lions, or the Leos, or the other
foundations and volunteers who help out. This is about the children who have cancer and their
families.
We will never stop childhood cancer. But our ultimate goal is one day, if a doctor has to
tell a parent, “I’m sorry, your child has cancer,” the next words out of his or her mouth is, “But
we have the cure.”

SAVE THE DATE! UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Troy Lions Club 80th Anniversary
The Troy Lions Club will be celebrating 80 years of
community service with a short informal party on
Saturday, May 14th. The celebration will be held at the
Brukner Nature Center in Troy and will feature an “Animal
Encounter” with the naturalist staff. Doors open for this
free family-friendly event at 2:00pm and light refreshments will be served during this social time. A continuous
video display will show off the proud history of the
club. The Animal Encounter will begin at 3:00pm and we
will adjourn by 4:00pm. The Brukner Nature Center,
located at 5995 Horseshoe Bend Road in Troy, is truly a
gem of Miami County. Come early or stay afterwards to
check out their Interpretative Building or walk one of the
many nature trails. Reservations are
recommended. Leave a message with Lion Steve Kaplan
by May 8th at skpk1984@aol.com or (937) 335-7345
indicating the number attending. Children welcome.

Dine In or Carryout and

PIG
OUT
Westerville Lions’ own
Pulled Pork Dinner

Tickets may be ordered
online or at the door
Friday
May 20th
4pm-8pm

Grove City Noon Lions Club

Pedal Into Summer
Electric Bike Raffle
Tickets are just $20 Each!
Only 200 will be sold!

Don’t waste your summer!
For Tickets:

Contact a Grove City Noon Lions Club Member or
email : GROVECITYNOONLIONS @GMAIL.COM

LECTRIC XP
7 Manual Speeds
5 Pedal Assist Speeds
Foldable to 37 x 18 x 28”
Up to 45-mile range on one charge
4 to 6 hour charge time
20 mph or faster
3” wide tires provide off-road stability
800W Peak Motor
Disc Brakes

Drawing will be held on May 26, 2022
and Pediatric Cancer Research

Delivery within 50 miles of Grove City or
Pick-up in Grove City

