
 

Making a Difference 1 Lion at a time! 

Governor Mike Kerek 

 

 
Fellow Lions, Apologies are in order for this publication coming out 

late. The convention fell at a difficult time; being at the end of the 

month, it took all of my time and Jackie’s. But we are back on track. 

 
We have three months to go before I become one of the forgotten, and a new district governor 

takes the helm. But I have three months to make a difference, and I intend to use every moment of 

it! 

 
I am heartened to hear of a few clubs preparing Membership Nights, and plan on being at all three 

that I am aware of. This is exciting news! We are at minus 14 Lions as of April 6 – the goal for this 

year is plus 7. We are SO close! I said at the beginning of the year that this was a critical time for 

Lions, that we HAVE to turn the tide around. We cannot afford to lose members every year and still 

sustain the level of service to our communities. The clubs have the tools and the support, but 

ultimately it comes down to the members asking people to join. As of the writing of this article, over 

30 clubs in our district, out of 54, have not brought a new Lion in this year. Imagine where we could 

be if each club were able to find just one new person to join in the next three months. Just one.  

 

Imagine where each club could be. 

 
Looking back at the convention for just a moment...for those of you who came, I thank you for being 

a part of it! Almost 200 Lions were present, which for our district is a very impressive number. Your 

attendance made the event possible. It was a good convention, with many highlights, including raising 

$1075 for Diabetes, making over 800 first aid kits for the homeless, our International Director, Gary 

Brown, got into the spirit and had some fun with everyone, a great Fun Night with great games by 

Jackie and Deb Horn, and plenty of food thanks to the Reynoldsburg, Franklinton, and Canal 

Winchester Lions Clubs, and so much more – but it was a 20 minute talk at lunch by a 16 year old 

named Camron Berio that will always stay with me. 

 
If you haven’t heard about Camron, remind me sometime and I’ll share the story. But the short 

version is, Camron was born legally blind, was given a chance to see at a 20/20 level at the age of 13 

with a remarkable device if he could only come up with $15,000, and the Lions of District OH5 

helped make that possible. Three years later, he shared his story for all to hear; the frustrations, the 

depression at times, finally obtaining the life-changing glasses and what that had done for him. The 

Lions made a difference to him. 

 
What it did for me, and for many others in the room, was the chance to see first hand the impact 

we make each and every time we help someone out. Usually we don’t get the opportunity to 

witness or learn the results of our efforts, be it in time, energy or money. Camron gave the 150+ 

Lions present for lunch this gift.  

 

We helped make a difference to that one! 

 
Collectively, and this is not all-inclusive, we are over $126,000 in donations thus far this year, and 

over 23,000 service hours. Those are numbers to be impressed by and proud of! 

 

It’s been a great Lions year so far, and you have all been a part of it. Let’s finish on a strong note! 
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First Vice District Governor  
Jackie Christensen 

 

I have enjoyed my year as your first Vice District Governor for 13-OH5.  I’ve had a lot of personal 

challenges and been very busy with the Lions throughout this District.  I’m sorry there were many 

clubs I didn’t get to due to circumstances beyond my control. Thank you all for your  

service, kindness and dedication to your communities! 

I am looking forward to my year as District Governor next year and serving all of you.  We have a 

lot to do and I am looking forward to spending it with all of you and continuing DG Mike’s legacy 

of making a difference in Lionism. 

As I talked about last month, District 13-OH5 has the highest percentage of women in Lionism. I 

am very proud of that. However, that number is still too low and I hope you will join me next year 

to get even more women in Lionism! Women have a unique perspective to bring to Lions and  

together between both men and women, young and older Lions, we have a LOT to offer our clubs, 

our communities, our District, our State and beyond.  

At a recent meeting with my own club I was pleasantly surprised 

to hear a Lions member talk about the convention being her first 

one and ran down for the rest of the club everything that  

happened throughout the weekend and how much she learned 

about the District and especially how much fun she had being 

there.  If you’ve never been, I encourage all of you to get the same 

enjoyment and excitement by attending our convention in 2020 

celebrating our Ohio Lions Centennial Year!  We have a lot to  

celebrate for the last 100 years and we’ll really be having a GREAT 

time at next year’s convention.  Come join us so you too can tell 

your club members how much fun it was! 

Don’t forget to report your upcoming Club Officers on your PU101 report to LCI! Our District 

uses that information to include club officers in our District directory. If we don’t have accurate 

information we have no way of reaching your club and your club won’t get important information 

from the District.  So it’s not just for LCI purposes.  Let’s get 100% reporting of this information! 

 

Don’t forget to Check out the great pictures from the District Convention later in 

this newsletter!!   
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Deadline for all articles is the 25th of the month. Send to: cwpaws13@gmail.com 

Any club information about your upcoming events would be greatly appreciated. The 
goal is to have many clubs sending in their events.  Many Lions throughout our  
District enjoy traveling to other Ohio Lions Club events and supporting your efforts.  
Give it a try!! 

 

WEST CENTRAL OHIO  

LIONS EYE BANK 

 

Upcoming Event: 

 

Strides for Life 5K—Eastwood Metro Park  

April 27,2019 

 

mailto:cwpaws13@gmail.com
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District Project for the Homeless—UPDATE 
 
Thanks to all Lions who helped with our Service Project! As DG Mike said, we made 
over 800 kits for the homeless.  I am so proud of this District an all that you do!  Thanks for 
making a difference.  Many lions took boxes of kits home with them to distribute to their 
communities.  I will be delivering the rest of the kits to the homeless shelters in the Colum-
bus area in the next couple of weeks.  For those clubs who would still like to continue this 
project in your community these are the items we filled the cases with: 
 

 Bandaids (big and small) 
 Wet Wipes 
 Antibiotic Ointment 
 Sample size meds—Tylenol and Aspirin 
 Chapstick 
 Toenail clippers 
 Tissues (small hand pack) - if they fit 
 Sewing kits (small travel size) 

 
I hope many of you decide to keep doing this throughout the next year!   
 
Contact 1VDG Jackie at cwpaws13@gmail.com or 614-530-1861 if you have any  
other questions or need assistance with this project.   

District News and Information 

 

 

“Save-the-Date” 
 

Save-the-Date: June 15, 2019.  All Lions are invited to attend “Learn to Roar,” Lions 
training school.  There will be three different classes going on each hour.  Students  
attending for official club officer training will have one required class to take and three 
electives.  General Lions are welcome to attend any class.  You can pick-and-choose 
topics of interest.  Among others, there will be classes on Duties of the Board of  
Directors, Financial Transparency, Succession Planning, New Voice Initiative, Lion’s  
insurance, Tail-Twisting, and Engaging our Youth.  Come join us on Saturday, June 
15th 2019 at the Der Dutchman in Plain City.   Registration will start at 9:00am and 
the first class begins at 10:00am.  Lunch will be catered by the Der Dutchman and will 
be at noon.  All classes end at 3:00pm.  Watch for more details including the class 
schedule and the registration form coming out soon.    

mailto:cwpaws13@gmail.com?subject=First%20Aid%20Kits
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CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

A WEEKLY PUBLICATION FOR PEOPLE WHO WORK FOR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITITES 
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Club News and Information 
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District 13-OH5 Convention Photos 2019 
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State Pins 
 
2019 State pins are available at $2.00 
each and may be obtained from Lions 
Merle Dutt, Lion Pauline Rogers, Lion 
PDG Eileen Brenner or Lion PDG Karl 
Cox.  A "NEW" design and a 
"BEAUTIFUL" pin is a "MUST" to add 
to your collection. 
 
 

Lions Club Logo Ohio License Plate Now Available 
 
PLATES NEED TO BE ORDERED BY SEPTEMBER 2019!!!  LET’S NOT LOOSE THE 
HARD WORK WE PUT INTO GETTING THESE PLATES.  We need MANY Lions to 
order these plates throughout the state.  GET YOURS NOW!! 
 
Where - WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar / BMV 
 
Details - Just request the Lions Club Logo License Plate at the BMV or 
at WWW.OPLATES.COM. There is a $25 additional charge for the Lions Club Logo 
Plate, however $15 of that charge is a contribution to the Ohio Lions Foundation.   
 
You do not have to wait until your plate needs renewed, you can order the plate now 
for just the Logo Fee ($25*), Service fee ($3.50*), New Plate Fee ($8.25*) and  
Postage ($3.02*) If also renewing your license plate the Annual Vehicle Renewal  
Registration Fees apply.  *Costs may vary dues to local taxes Please 
check WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar/BMV for the actual cost and 
fees * 
 
Contact - If you have Questions please contact PDG Joe Jackson,  
shoelessjj71@gmail.com 
 

 

State News and Information 

http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
mailto:shoelessjj71@gmail.com?subject=License%20Plate
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International News and Information 

Your New Lion Account 

For more information contact Lion PDG Jeff Sweeney at: sweeney.17@osu.edu  

mailto:sweeney.17@osu.edu



