
 

Making a Difference 1 Lion at a time! 

Governor Mike Kerek 

 

Fellow Lions, 
 
It has been my privilege and honor to serve as 
the 2018-19 District 13 OH5 District Governor. I have met many 
wonderful people throughout the 4 years in the chairs; participated in 
numerous events that exemplified the purpose for being a Lion; and 
made and/or strengthened some friendships along the way. I made 
my share of mistakes, and not all my decisions were popular, but I 
can go to bed June 30 knowing that I did my best. 
 
Our district is in good hands over the next 3 years at least; Jackie, 
Jason and Joe exemplified their abilities and willingness to serve in 
many ways this year. Without their assistance and support, I would 
have had a much more difficult year. A special thanks to Stu Koble 
who, taking the brand new position of District Administrator and 
running with it, set a bar so high that DGE Jackie had to keep him! 
Likewise, PDG Jeff Sweeney took a position that didn’t even exist, 
that of MyLion Chair, and created a program to introduce and 
promote this new facet of Lionism. Jane Jarrow created a whole 
program on diabetes testing. Debbie Bolyard and Winston 
Brumbaugh each ran highly successful pediatric cancer fundraisers. 
The list goes on. 
 
We have a stellar group of zone chairs and committee chairs, CST, 
GST, GLT, GMT, and everyone on this year’s district cabinet. On a 
personal level and as the governor, thank you for a successful year, 
thanks to your efforts to make it so, and I look forward to maintaining 
the relationships I enjoyed this year. 
 
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank my club, the Reynoldsburg Lions, 
who supported me in many ways throughout this journey; my wife, 
Joy, who stood by me and my choices; my parents, who have always 
been my biggest fans; and always first and foremost God, who made 
it all possible. 
 
We have had our challenges, to be sure, not the least of which 
occurred the night of May 27, 2019, when two tornadoes devastated 
our district on both sides. I hope that individual Lions, and clubs, step 
up to the plate and make a difference; here is a prime opportunity to 
serve others in significant need. You’ll have to make that choice. 
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OH5 Disaster Relief Fund Opportunity 
 
Two tornadoes touched down in our district, causing major property destruction and 
changed many lives forever. Homes, barns, vehicles, livelihoods, all blown away in 
minutes. It is estimated that it will take 1- 1 ½ years, many hours of labor, and many  
dollars, to clean up the devastation and rebuild. As many of the families are discovering, 
even those with insurance, it doesn’t cover everything. 
 
You and your club can make a difference. 
 
I am creating a money-in, money-out disaster line in our budget, which will be in effect 
through June. Any individual or club that wishes to make a donation to one of the  
affected areas can do so by making a check payable to “District 13 OH5 Lions” and in the 
MEMO line, put in “East” or West” to designate where you want the money to be sent. 
Send the check to CST Neal Bennett, 7053 Treebourne Dr, Bldg 18_7053, Reynoldsburg, 
OH 43068. CST Neal will send a check to the coordinating Lion of the area to distribute 
where the funds are needed the most. 100% of the money will go to the people who 
need it, the families hit by the tornadoes. 
 
(Note – any check received without designation will be split between the two.) The  
money for the “West” will go to the victims of the F3 that caused damage between Laura 
and West Milton in Miami County. The money for the “East” will go to the victims of the 
F2 that caused damage between Circleville and Laurelville in Pickaway County. 
 
Physical help in many ways is also being sought in both areas, from clean-up to tree 
cutting to construction. If you have time and the inclination, there will be something for 
you to do. Contact me at either 740-412-4692 or by email at mjkerek@msn.com if you 
can help, and I will refer you to the proper person. 
 
Thanks,  
 
DG Mike 

mailto:mjkerek@msn.com?subject=OH5%20Disaster
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DG Mike (Continued from Page 1) 

 
In closing, I want to share with you thoughts that were shared with me, ones that I have tried 
to take to heart and live by: 
 

 Good leaders pull from the front; poor leaders push from behind. 

 Have a good day today...or not. It’s your choice. 

 Everyone always plans contingencies for the big things, but it’s the “Damn little things”    
      that trip up the unprepared. 

 When you don’t know something, surround yourself with those who do know, shut up,  
      and listen. 

 Actions speak louder than words.. 

 Sometimes the thing a person needs most is another person’s time and attention. 

 
We can make a difference, one person at a time. Best of luck as we move forward! 

First Vice District Governor  
Jackie Christensen 

 

Lions and Friends, 

 

Keeping it short this month.  Such sadness with the disasters going on in Ohio 

from the Tornados. I hope you all consider giving to the Alert Disaster Relief efforts in our District as 

outlined by DG Mike.  Working in the insurance industry as I do (and formally in disaster relief), I see 

this happen all the time, when it’s this close to home, you realize how lucky you are to not be directly 

affected by the disaster.  However, some of our own Lions in this District were affected, please give 

generously! 

 

I’m having a busy summer trying to get ready for my upcoming year as your Governor and all the  

paperwork that goes with it and getting ready for Italy to be inducted as your Governor!  I’m looking 

forward to my trip and hope I get back safely and will be ready to get to work for all of you. My job is 

very busy and not a 9 to 5 job.  I have also been busy having to pack and move to a new home.  But 

despite it all I will still make time for whatever I can and need to do for all of you.  Please don’t  

hesitate to let us know how we can help you out.   

 

I’m excited about my upcoming year.  I love Lions and all the initiatives we support and I can’t wait to 

see what you all have in store for our 100th year as Ohio Lions!!  I hope every club plans something in 

their community to let them know about Lions and what we do, have done and will be doing in the 

last 100 years and in the next 100 years.  It’s GREAT to be a Lion! 
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Page 4 

District News and Information 

tration form coming out soon.   

Saturday, June 15th 2019 at the Der Dutchman in Plain City.    
Registration will start at 9:00am and the first class begins at 10:00am.   

Lunch will be catered by the Der Dutchman and will be at noon.   
All classes end at 3:00pm.   
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Zone Chair Training and Information 

 
2 Dates are set for Zone Chair Training: 

 

 6/22/2019—Ashland, OH 

 7/29/2019—Washington Court House, OH 

 

Zone 7 Meeting—August 21, 2019—Hilliard branch, Columbus Metropolitan Library, 4500  
Hickory Chase Way, Hilliard, OH 43026 

In addition to Lions Eye Banks that assist with ocular 
tissue, please be aware that “Community Tissue  
Services” in Dayton is the global provider for medical 
services for burn victims as well as ligament and 
bone replacement. The program is located off SR 35 
in Dayton in Research Park, near Woodman Rd. 
 
This is a private program not run by Lions, but their  
inventory may improve someone’s life. The program  
encourages conversation regarding donation of tis-
sue from family members to build new beginnings 
and save/ enhance lives. 
 
They currently have several vacancies for both  
experienced and inexperienced personnel. Contact: 
www.communitytissue.org; 1-800-684-7784.  
 
The program welcomes visitors for tours with an appointment. 

GET YOUR PU101’S IN NOW!! 
 

Lions Officers—PLEASE get your PU101’s in to LCI NOW so we can have your correct, updated  
officer information.  This is NOT used as “big brother” checking up on you.  This is for our District so 
that we have correct and proper contact for all club officers.  If you need help—this is how we get a hold 
of you.  If we need to contact you—this is how we get a hold of you. If other clubs want to contact you 
about your events—this is how they get a hold of you.  If District cabinet chairs and District organiza-
tions (like OLF) need to get a hold of you to come and speak at your club—this is how we get a hold of 
you!  I think you get the point.   
 
We are trying to get the directory together and we need this information from you in order to have  
accurate information.    Need help getting your PU101 information in?  Please contact Lion Stu Koble 
our District Administrator and he can help you do that.  Contact Lion Stu at 614-561-1873 or  
sfkoble@gmail.com. 

http://www.communitytissue.org
mailto:sfkoble@gmail.com?subject=PU101%20Help
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                           By PCC Ben Cosgray 

OLF Executive Secretary 
 
The Ohio Lions Foundation (OLF) has just assisted OH6 DG Lydia Houser by providing a major donation of 

Wal-Mart and Meijer gift cards for use by tornados victims.  These cards will be distributed to the local Lions 

Clubs in the Dayton area that requested help.  The clubs will then distribute the cards to the families needing 

food and clothing.  This is the second such assistance that OLF has provided this current calendar year due 

to tornados. 

 
If you are unsure of what OLF can provide to individuals or clubs, please see our website, 

www.ohiolionsfoundation.org for a list of grants and scholarships.  These are available to all Ohioans  

provided they meet the criteria for the individual grant or scholarship.  If you have any questions concerning 

these services, contact your district OLF trustee as listed on the roster in the website.  They are there to 

assist you. 

 
Please consider donating to the Ohio Lions Foundation so that we can continue to provide Disaster Relief 
services along with the other listed grants/scholarships we provide.  OLF is a 501-c-3 charitable organization, 

and as such, donations are tax-deductible.  Individuals, corporations and clubs can make donations by writing 

a check payable to Ohio Lions Foundation and sending it to the Ohio Lions Foundation, P.O. Box 21016,  

Columbus, OH 43221.  Use the memo line on the check to specify which fund the donation should be used 

for, e.g., disaster relief, Helen Keller Scholarships, OSSB Marching Band, etc.  If you leave the memo line 

blank, your donation will go to our unrestricted fund to be used at the Board’s discretion.  Again, if you have 

any questions please contact your district’s OLF trustee. 

 

Thank you for all your support in the past.  We look forward to serving your needs in the future. 

 

http://www.ohiolionsfoundation.org
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Peace Poster / Essay Contest 
2VDGe Joe Jackson 

 
Don’t forget to get started on the new Peace Poster/Essay contest, “Journey of Peace”, is the title 
for the 2019-2020 Lions year. 
 
Students in public and non-public programs, ages 11-13, are eligible to submit their posters or  
essays.  Please get the posters/essays to District Governor Jackie no later than November 15, 
2019. 
 
Order your kit, with student documents from LCI now so parents and staff understand the rules 
and procedures. 
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Club News and Information 

On May 23, District Governor Elect Jackie Christensen crowned a new King of the Castle for the  
Tri-Village Lions, as she installed our Officers and Board for 2019-2020.  Incoming Lion President Ed 
Hower received his charge from DGE Jackie, as did with the others members of his “court, “ from the 
King’s advisors (Vice Presidents) right down to the court jester (Tailtwister).  Lion Jackie also installed 
our newest member, Lion Jeff Bornemiss, in a unique ceremony that began with Lion Jeff blindfolded, 
to remind him of the darkness experienced by those without vision – the very population we have 
focused on helping for 100 years as Knights of the Blind.   
 
At the banquet, we also recognized Tri-Village Lions who have provided outstanding service to our 
club, and commitment to Lionism throughout the year just ending.  Lion Ed Hower received a  
Melvin Jones Fellowship from LCI, Lion Paul McCalla was awarded a Dick Bryan Fellowship from 
O.L.E.R.F., and Secretary Lion Al Sulser was recognized as our Lion of the Year for his outstanding 
work during a difficult year of transition and loss.  The Tri-Village Lions thank outgoing President Lion 
Nancy Morrison and her Board for their work, and look forward to more service, fellowship, and FUN 
in the year to come. 
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Fletcher Lions Club 

 
The Fletcher Lions club recently completed a community service project 

spreading mulch at Garby’s Big Woods, partnering with the Miami 

County Park District.  Nice job Fletcher Lions!! 
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State Pins 
 
2019 State pins are available at $2.00 
each and may be obtained from Lions 
Merle Dutt, Lion Pauline Rogers, Lion 
PDG Eileen Brenner or Lion PDG Karl 
Cox.  A "NEW" design and a 
"BEAUTIFUL" pin is a "MUST" to add 
to your collection. 
 
 

Lions Club Logo Ohio License Plate Now Available 
 
PLATES NEED TO BE ORDERED BY SEPTEMBER 2019!!!  LET’S NOT LOOSE THE 
HARD WORK WE PUT INTO GETTING THESE PLATES.  We need MANY Lions to 
order these plates throughout the state.  GET YOURS NOW!! 
 
Where - WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar / BMV 
 
Details - Just request the Lions Club Logo License Plate at the BMV or 
at WWW.OPLATES.COM. There is a $25 additional charge for the Lions Club Logo 
Plate, however $15 of that charge is a contribution to the Ohio Lions Foundation.   
 
You do not have to wait until your plate needs renewed, you can order the plate now 
for just the Logo Fee ($25*), Service fee ($3.50*), New Plate Fee ($8.25*) and  
Postage ($3.02*) If also renewing your license plate the Annual Vehicle Renewal  
Registration Fees apply.  *Costs may vary dues to local taxes Please 
check WWW.OPLATES.COM or your local Deputy Registrar/BMV for the actual cost and 
fees * 
 
Contact - If you have Questions please contact PDG Joe Jackson,  
shoelessjj71@gmail.com 
 

 

State News and Information 

http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
http://www.oplates.com/
mailto:shoelessjj71@gmail.com?subject=License%20Plate
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International News and Information 

Your New Lion Account 

For more information contact Lion PDG Jeff Sweeney at: sweeney.17@osu.edu  

mailto:sweeney.17@osu.edu



