
Braxton Long - Super Braxton  

Braxton Michael Long was diagnosed in October of 2014 with Glioblastoma multiforme, GBM, stage 4 

brain cancer. He woke up from sleeping with a debilitating headache, which was quickly followed by 

complete loss of the use of his left side and being able to talk. He was rushed by squad to Nationwide 

Children’s hospital where they performed a series of tests. He underwent brain surgery the next 

morning to remove a tumor that had exploded in his brain. This surgery was quickly followed by 

another to place a shunt after it was determined his brain was under severe pressure. Because the tumor 

was located right between the two hemispheres of his brain, he had to undergo years of physical and 

occupational therapy to regain day to day function. He  then underwent intense chemotherapy for 9 

months that required stem cell transplants to even survive because of the huge doses he received. He 

was declared cancer free in July of 2016, but 6 months later the cancer returned. He then went through 

3 months of radiation and chemotherapy every 2 weeks until December 30, 2016 when his MRI 

revealed the cancer had infiltrated his entire brain, brain stem, and spine. He was then put on hospice 

and told he had 4-6 weeks left to live. However, Braxton survived 7 months with a smile on his face 

until the last week! He was an amazing kid who never lets anything get him down. He was known at 

the hospital for never complaining and always having a smile on his face. He was very outgoing and 

optimistic. He loved playing soccer, golf and basketball and eating anything with sugar. LOL! He is a 

twin. His twin sister's name is Emberly. They were extremely close and so cute to watch interact with 

each other. They also have an older sister, who is only 17 months older named Gracie. Her and Braxton 

fought a lot because their personalities are so much the same. Two leaders never works out. Ha! 

However, if anyone tries to mess with Braxton besides her, she will be the first one to come to his 

rescue. Braxton passed away on July 24, 2017 at the age of 8 after fighting for 3 years. 

 

Braxton presented his idea of collecting Legos for his friends in the hospital while he himself was in 

the middle of his fight. The months before Christmas 2016 he decided he wanted to figure out a way to 

make his friends smile . What better way than his favorite toy of Legos. Braxton always had Lego 

sets with him at the hospital whether we were there for a day of chemo infusions or a month inpatient 

stay. They were something fun to do from a hospital bed that other than watching tv. We give the 

smaller sets to kids getting chemo infusions that get to go home after several hours and bigger sets to 

kids who have longer stays ahead of them.  

STEPS – Lions for Pediatric Cancer Research 

In October 2015 at the Regional Lions Leadership Institute, 14 leaders from all over Ohio were tasked 

with the responsibility of creating a Centennial Legacy Project, to be held in 2017 as part of the 100 

years of service celebration.  

Out of the scores of ideas that were generated, the team chose pediatric cancer research as the most 

important issue. A series of walks across the state of Ohio in each of the seven districts, to be held in or 

as close to September (National Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month) as possible, was decided as the 



best manner in which to raise both money and awareness.  The committee voted to allocate all profits 

and proceeds from the events to Children’s Hospitals oncology research departments supported by the 

Ohio Children’s Hospitals Association (OCHA). 

In May 2016, the committee presented the project to the Ohio Council of Governors, who voted 

unanimously to adopt the STEPS program as the 2017 Centennial Legacy Project.  

In early 2017, Lions Clubs International (LCI) announced, independently and without knowledge of 

this project, that pediatric cancer awareness and research had become a priority issue for Lions across 

the world.  

In the fall of 2017, 7 events were held statewide in the first annual STEPS walks in around the month 

of September.  

Ohio Lions, Inc. is a 100% volunteer organization.  

Run4Ruth 

Run4Ruth is Reynoldsburg Leo Club's annual 5k run to remember one of their miracle children,  

pediatric cancer patients from Nationwide Children’s Hospital that the Leos club has adopted  as part 

of their efforts to fight pediatric cancer.  

On February 5th, 2015, Ruth Miller lost her battle with cancer from the DIPG tumor at the age of 11. 

The family was not prepared in any way for this event. The Leos pulled together the Run4Ruth to help 

the family offset at least the serious financial strains caused. 

There has been an annual Run4Ruth sponsored by the Leos ever since, helping pediatric cancer 

families in financial crisis.  

Lions Clubs International 

In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 38-year-old Chicago business leader, told members of his local business club 

they should reach beyond business issues and address the betterment of their communities and the 

world. Jones' group, the Business Circle of Chicago, agreed. 

After contacting similar groups around the United States, an organizational meeting was held on June 

7, 1917, in Chicago, Illinois, USA. The new group took the name of one of the invited groups, the 

"Association of Lions Clubs," and a national convention was held in Dallas, Texas, USA in October of 

that year. A constitution, by-laws, objects and a code of ethics were approved. 

Within three years, Lions became an international organization. Since then, we've earned high marks 

for both integrity and transparency. We're a well-run organization with a steady vision, a clear mission, 

and a long – and proud – history. 

Melvin Jones asked a simple and world-changing question – what if people put their talents to work 

improving their communities? Almost 100 years later, Lions Clubs International is the world's largest 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/who-we-are/mission-and-history/melvin-jones.php


service club organization, with 1.4 million members in more than 47,000 clubs and countless stories of 

Lions acting on the same simple idea: let's improve our communities. 

For more information, please visit www.lionsclubs.org or www.ohiolions.org.  

Additional Information 

Pediatric cancer is not one disease. It is a conglomeration of numerous diseases, affecting various parts 

of the body, all lumped under one heading. The only consistency is the ultimate outcome if not caught 

early enough. The variety of the diseases makes it very difficult and costly to come up with effective 

treatments. Despite the growing problem, only about 5% of all money raised through the larger cancer 

foundations goes to fighting pediatric cancer. 

Sadly, many of us either know personally or know through someone of a child who has experienced 

pediatric cancer. Some have survived, though many of these children have experienced life-long 

struggles and health issues as a result of having to use adult protocols for treatment, as there are few 

designed specifically for children. Some have had amputations. Too many have lost their lives. 

In the process of researching the problem of pediatric cancer, the committee found two sites to be 

exceptionally helpful. We encourage all readers to visit these websites. They include personal histories 

and testimonies; facts about pediatric cancer; and ways you, as an individual, can be part of the 

solution. 

www.alexslemonade.org/ 

www.sambishfoundation.org 
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