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 District 25-Digest - February 2023 

 District Governor Eric Schuman 

 TOGETHER…WE CAN SERVE MORE! 

MORE TO COME! 

Now we’re in to 2023.  The Mid-Winter Conference is behind us which was a great 

event by the way.  There was lots of useful informa#on in the many seminars not to 

men#on the fellowship shared by all.  Hopefully you made it there and if not, you 

missed a great #me. 

If not, there’s plenty more coming your way.  Feb 4 is our 3
rd

 Cabinet mee#ng hosted 

by the Tipton Lions Club.  Then April 1 is our annual District 25-D Conven#on in Green-

town with Interna#onal Director Allen Snider from Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, Cana-

da as our featured guest speaker.  This day promises to be lots of fun.  Then of course, 

our upcoming MD-25 Conven#on in Bloomington from May 12-14 with our Interna#on-

al President Brian Sheehan as the guest speaker. 

So there is lots coming up for you to a3end and show your Indiana Lions pride!!  And 

speaking of pride, the 25-D Lions hard signs are selling.  If you or your club wants some, 

get in touch with me as we have less than 80 le6! 

Remember also our membership contest through our GMT, Lion Jeff Kozicki.  Every 

new member un#l January 31 receives a FREE district pin.  Get yours now before the 

rush.  

Check out our District 25-D Facebook page o6en.  New items and photos are con-

stantly being posted, and also our e-District page online.  You can see this one by enter-

ing “lions25d.org” on your pc without the quote marks. 

Finally, no#ce our stats for this fiscal year below, and this is for the whole state of In-

diana.  ONLY -77 and 25-D is ONLY down 6.  Let’s get into a posi#ve for the rest of the 

year!!          

 

DG Eric SchumanDG Eric SchumanDG Eric SchumanDG Eric Schuman    
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From FVDG Lion Julia Kozicki: 
 

Lions of 25D,  
 

I write this letter having just returned from the Indi-
ana Lions Mid-Winter Conference.  As I think about 
ways to recognize and appreciate the Lions around us, 
the Mid-Winter Conference was a great weekend for 
Lions whose love language is quality time.  During Mid
-Winter, we had the opportunity to spend quality time 
with Lions willing to share their expertise on topics as diverse as retaining 
members through mentor programs to great ideas for tail-twisting to raising 
leader dog puppies. And in between, we had fellowship with other Lions while 
hearing from great keynotes speakers.  The chance to spend time having fun 
and learning with other Lions was something I really appreciated and I know 
others did too.  Past District Governor and Area Leader Dave Wineman from 
Michigan shared that FUN stands for Friendly, Upbeat and Nice, and we hope 
all of our Lions meetings are FUN.   
 

If you are looking for more FUN opportunities to spend quality time with other 
Lions, I encourage you to attend the District Convention on April 1 in Green-
town or the State Convention, May 12-14 in Bloomington.  Both are great op-
portunities to meet some wonderful Lions and learn more about all of our 
ways to serve.  I look forward to sharing some quality time with you soon. 
 

Yours in Lionism, 

FVDG Julia Kozicki 

Needed for 25D District Conven1on 

Please consider bringing items for the silent auc-

#on at the 25D District Conven#on.  The pro-

ceeds will go to Indiana Lions for Leader Dog, 

Inc. 
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Tail Twister is a Key component of a good Lions Club 
 

I was happy to a3end this years Mid-Winter Conference to have a 

wonderful session addressing the Clubs Tail Twister. I find that 

most of your friendly Lions look forward to coming to the Club 

mee#ng because they know it will be a social gathering and fun is 

going to had by all. This Mid-Winter Conference again address the 

club tail twister as the key to having a successful mee#ng. 

Lions who laugh return again for the next mee#ng to pick up where they le6 off from 

the mee#ng before. The art of being able to get people to smile and have a good #me 

is an art form learned over many years.   

The clubs in the area almost always have a 50 / 50 drawing and even some form of 

dress for that months occasions. Feel free to add a game to the normal process to keep 

the Lions on their toes. 

I feel that a happy Lion is a returning Lion.  Keep them coming back for more! 

Lets have FUN ! 

2VDG 2VDG 2VDG 2VDG Rocky SimpsonRocky SimpsonRocky SimpsonRocky Simpson    
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One of our Lions is… 
 

…thinking Lions don’t do that much.  I hope everyone reading this just said 

“No way! How could they think that???” because Lions do amazing things all 

over the world every day. However, playing off of the philosophical question 

of “If a tree falls in the forest and no one is there, does it make a sound?” let us 

ask “If a Lion does service, but no one knows about it, did it have all of the im-

pact it could have had?”.  
 

As a partial answer to that question, I have been talking with my sister, who lives in another 

state, about joining Lions. She told me that she thinks she is going to join Organization X in-

stead, because it doesn’t look like the Lions club in her town does much.  Now Organization X 

is a good organization and I have no problem with the work they do, but I don’t think my sister 

is seeing the whole picture.  I suspect what is really happening is the Lions Club in her town is 

doing great service, but it isn’t getting reported, either in the papers, or on their club website or 

Facebook page, or to LCI.   So, while service is happening, it isn’t having the impact it could.   
 

I wonder if this is because we as Lions are all, at least in my experience, very self-effacing. We 

don’t serve for the pat on the back.  While we are proud of what we do, we don’t want to seem 

prideful, so we don’t necessarily announce the service we did.  But sharing what we do can help 

inspire other people, whether they Lions or not, to do more. It can give other Lions Clubs new 

ideas for ways to serve.  You might even find a Club you want to partner with to do a join pro-

ject and report it in both of your areas. 
 

As far as LCI, would you believe that roughly half of all Lions Clubs do not report service pro-

ject?  I firmly believe service is happening, but something is stopping people from reporting it.  

So, I want to challenge every Lions Club in our District to report at least one service project to 

LCI.  Let’s be one of the very few Districts in the world with 100% reporting!  If you aren’t 

sure how to do this, there are lots of people that can help, including your GMT (yours truly). 
 

Finally, thank you! Thank you for being a Lion. Thank you for the service you do and for letting 
others know about it. That is a service too. 
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The State Conven1on website is up and running! 

The 2023 Indiana State Lions Conven#on website has been updated with will all the infor-

ma#on needed to register  for this year’s conven#on along with informa#on about the area hotels 

(phone numbers and conven#on codes), conven#on floor plans, conven#on schedule, and meals. 

 www.indianalionsconven#on.org 

Jeff Kozicki, Global Membership 
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The purpose of Zone mee#ngs is to promote communica#ons and teamwork among clubs. 
 

Zone 1A—Clubs—Greentown, Kokomo & Area, Russiaville, Sharpsville and Tipton 

Next mee#ng Feb 7, 2023—Tipton Lions Club at 5:30pm 

Zone 1B—Clubs—Carmel, Home Place, Noblesville, Sheridan, Wayne Fall and WesNield 

TBD 

Zone 2A-Clubs-Fairmount, Fowlerton, Marion, Ma3hews, Sweetser, Upland & Van Buren 

TBD 

Zone 2B—Clubs—Anderson Noon, Cowan, Elwood, Frankton, Gaston, Lapel & Pendleton 

TBD 

Zone 3A—Clubs—Albany, Dunkirk, Eaton, Portland and Redkey 

Next mee#ng Feb 18, 2023—Albany Lions Club at 10:00am 

Zone 3B—Clubs—Lynn, Saratoga, Selma, Union City, Union Township and Winchester 

TBD 
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Congratula1ons!! 

Union City LC President Jim Dubeansky 

Newly appointed to Region 3 Region Chair 
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DG Travels (so far) 

2/4  3rd Cabinet Mee#ng at Tipton LC 

2/13  Union Twp LC Regular Mee#ng 

2/14   Marion LC Official Visit 

2/15  Elwood LC Official Visit 

2/16  Portland LC Official Visit 

2/20  Russiaville LC Official Visit 

2/25  25C Conven#on 

2/27  Greentown LC Business Mee#ng 

2/28  Tipton LC Official Visit 

3/4  25F Conven#on 

3/10-12 11C2 Conven#on 

3/13  Greentown LC Regular Mee#ng 

3/15  Kokomo & Area LC Official Visit 

3/16  Sweetser LC Official Visit 

3/22  Wayne Falls LC Official Visit 

3/25  25B Conven#on 

3/27  Greentown LC Business Mee#ng 

3/28  Carmel LC Official Visit 

3/31-4/1 25D Conven#on with ID Allen Snider 
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Interna#onal Director Allen Snider 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada 

25D District Conven#on 

April 1st 
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New 25-D Lions since January Newsle;er 
 

 

Gaston   Marion   Russiaville 

Lisa Burns   Mark Cook   Dan Carman 

Trevor Heffernan Shelly Robinson  Diane Carman 

Jody Hyde       Mark Dubois 

Greg McKibben  Wes<ield   Cynthia Hurst 

Chantal Sherfy  Carrie Larrison 

Jami Wormer  Ron Mangus 

     

     

25-D Lions whom we have been no1fied of death during January 

  

  Albany   Elwood   Gaston 

  Michelle Dickey Earl Watson  Mary Jo Barker 

 

  Greentown  Ma;hews  Pendleton 

  Evan Maple  April Atkinson  PDG Doug Owens 

 

  Sharpsville  Winchester 

  Ephriam Kent Huff  Gary Niles Edwards   
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2023 Mid-Winter Conference 

Thank you to all 25D Lions who took part in the Mid-

Winter Conference last month.  Whether you helped 

plan it, presented a session or were an a3endee—it 

couldn’t have been done without you!  If you haven’t 

done the overall evalua#on yet, please take #me to 

complete it so that next year can be bigger and be3er! 

http://bit.ly/inlions-mwc2023 

 

 

The Lions Pledge 

 

I pledge allegiance to my country, 

and to the cause of peace throughout the world. 

I believe in the principles of Lionism  

as contained in the Lions Code of Ethics 

I am proud to be a Lion,  

dedicated to the service of others. 
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Come to the 25D District Convention on Saturday, April 1st to meet…. 

ALLEN SNIDER, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR  

Allen Snider, from Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada was 

elected to serve a two-year term as international direc-

tor of Lions Clubs International at the association’s 

103rd International Convention, June 25 through June 

29, 2021.  

He has 36 years of experience as a construction mill-

wright and operating engineer at General Motors. To-

ward the end of his career, he also took on the position 

of mobile equipment manager. In retirement, he is 

farming garlic, lavender and sunflowers.  

Director Snider became a Lion in 1981 when he joined 

the St. Davids and District Lions Club where he has since served multiple terms as 

club treasurer and president. At the district level, he served a district governor and 

held leadership roles on the Global Membership Team and Global Service Team. He 

is on the board for the Lions Home for Deaf People and was also Preservation Hear-

ing Chair at MDA.  

In recognition of his service, Director Snider has been honored with two Internation-

al President’s Awards and several International President’s Certificates of Apprecia-

tion. He is a Judge Brian Stevenson Fellowship recipient, a Helen Keller Fellowship 

recipient and is a life member of the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides. Di-

rector Snider is a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow.  

In addition to his Lions activities, Director Snider has been an Alderman for the 

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, a trustee for the Lincoln County Board of Education 

and is currently the Chair of the Committee of Adjustment for Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

He has also been a member of the local Royal Canadian Legion since 1977 and has 

received the Volunteer of the Year Award for Service Clubs in his community.  

Director Snider’s wife, Susan, is also a Lion, as are his son, Richard, and daughter, 

Jessica. Director Snider is also proud to serve alongside the many other Lions in his 

extended family.  
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What is happening around the district? 
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Carmel Leos Club 

The Carmel Leos completed their Saturday morning service project at Gleaners Food 

Bank on January 21st.  They served 747 Central Indiana families. 

 

A;en1on all Lions clubs:  

Are you looking for a new service project that supports the State 
cause of Diabetes Awareness?  Well guess what?  All Districts in 
the state of Indiana have a Diabetes screening kit for your club 
to use.  Your Diabetes Chair has the kit, provided by our State 
Diabetes funds.  It has two systems you can use.  Instruc#on for 
using both systems are included in the kit.  If we can setup a 
sufficient number of trainees, I will come conduct training. The 
key is to get trained and setup an event (Health fairs, conven#ons (doesn’t have to be Lions), ball 
games etc.).  You must publicize it any way possible.  Check your supplies to make sure they are not 
outdated (MD 25 Diabetes funds will reimburse the resupply).  If you don’t screen a lot of people, 
don’t feel bad. Not everyone wants a finger s#ck. No ma3er the number, you just iden#fied wheth-

er someone has Blood-Glucose problems. The benefits of this new service project are Lions Clubs 

visibility, helping our communi#es, iden#fying health problems and increased membership. The 

project does not require many people, two to three Lions can easily conduct the screening. If you 

have ques#ons, don’t hesitate to contact your District Diabetes Chair, DG, or me.  My contact infor-

ma#on is Cell: 812-320-4258 or kennywilliams78@hotmail.com.    

PDG Kenny Williams, MD 25 Diabetes Chair 

Our 25D Diabetes Chair is Sweetser Lion Charles Briede, chuckbriede@gmail.com 
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 Carmel Lions Club 

Carmel Lions hosted Council Chair Sco3 Smith at the January 24th 

mee#ng, where he present the Carmel Leos Club a dona#on of $50 

for their service during the Council Christmas party.  Accep#ng the 

dona#on are Leo President Owen W, Leo Maddi D and Leo Advisor 

and Carmel Lion Mariah Allen. 

Carmel and Noblesville Lions Club 

On Thursday, January 19th, the Noblesville and Carmel Lions joined forces to help 

Gleaners distribute food at Six Points Church in Sheridan.  It was a chilly evening, alt-

hough the fellowship made it warm! 

 

 

Photo (L to R):   Carmel Lions Bob Yunker, 

Ma3 Best and Noblesville Lions Joe Con-

nerley, John Terhune, George Long, Dale Un-

ger, Jerry Baker, Mark Bachar, Steve Shaw, 

Carol Miller, Duke Miller and Ron Williamson 
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Russiaville Lions Club 

Indiana Lions leaders PID Linda Tincher and 

PDG Vern Tincher were given a special tour 

of the Grissom Air Museum Air Park by Lion 

Frank Faulkner.  There message to other Li-

ons is simply stated as…”Suppor#ng various 

state and interna#onal Lions projects 

through contribu#ons to Indiana Lions Foun-

da#on and Lions Clubs Interna#onal Foun-

da#on is important and...is something we 

Lions should and CAN DO!” 

Russiaville Lions Club 

 

Russiaville Lions Lori Seaman and new Lion 

Cindy Hurst were front and center for a re-

cent special tour of the Grissom Air Muse-

um for several of the Kokomo Howard 

County Library leaders….Aim High! 
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Greentown and Russiaville Lions Club 

On January 19th, the Greentown and Russiaville Lions teamed up with the Howard County Project Access 

to volunteer and assist the Western Primary school nurse, Ms. Carmen S, complete Lions Vision screen-

ings.  They served nearly 220 Western Primary School first grade students. 

We Russiaville Lions, including Darlene, Cara Jean, Reba, Abe & Frank say congratula#ons to thank you to 

Greentown Lions Henry and Jean Ann and to the Project Access leadership for scheduling and organizing 

this team effort.  Western School Nurse Carmen said the vision screens of the Western students are defi-

nitely a great help to the en#re Western Schools nursing staff. 

So...What happens when we Howard County (Greentown & Russiaville) Lions meet young Western Pan-

thers in the Primary School lunch room?  We efficiently accom-

plish state required vision screenings, we meet many bright 

young students and we leave the building with a good sense of 

providing a posi#ve service to our Western school community. 

We Russiaville Lions o6en say….”Go Western Panthers!” and also 

tell our friends….”WE SERVE!” 

 

Russiaville Lions Club 

Judge Ma3 Elkin of the county Superior Court #1 spoke to the Russiaville Lions Club on 

January 16th.  Judge demonstrated he is “engaging entertaining, enthusias#c and 

knowledgeable.”  We Russiaville Lions greatly appreciate Judge Elkin’s sustained com-

mitment to providing appropriate solu#ons to many individual and family problems 

stemming from addic#ons. 
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Greentown and Russiaville Lions Club 

 

Russiaville and Greentown Lions reflect 

on the Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Confer-

ence seminar topics, including Member-

ship and Mentoring Ma3ers.   

These two clubs are crea#ng partner-

ships to help serve more. 
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Union City Lions Club 

Long #me blood donner Nedra Swanagan was the winner of 

the drawing at the Jan 2 Lion’s Blood Draw at the Union City 

Community Center.  This door prize is a handcra6ed cuXng 

board mae by Doug LeMaster of “Doug’s Workshop” of Un-

ion City, IN. 

The UC Lion’s Blood Draw is presented in Associa#on with 

the Community Blood Center of Dayton, OH.  A huge thanks 

to all who donate blood as each dona#on can save as many 

as 3 lives. 

 

Pictured:  Union City Lions Club Blood Collec#on Chairman, Doug LeMaster and Door Prize winner Nedra Swanagan 
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Wes<ield Lions Club 
 

The WesNield Lions Club welcomed three new members into the local pride Thursday night, January 5th, at 

the first program mee#ng of 2023. 

The new Lion cubs are Carrie Larrison, a long

-#me councilor at WHS and wife of Lions’ 

secretary Jeff Larrison, Melissa Paradise, 

who has returned to WesNield from Aus#n 

Texas, and Ron Mangus, from Noblesville, 

moved to WesNield to be with the grand-

kids. 

The three new Lions were inducted by Lions 

Past District Governor, Bob Benson, himself 

a WesNield na#ve. This was the first induc-

#on ceremony at the new Lions Clubhouse 

on 169th Street just West of US-31. 

Carrie Larrison was sponsored by Lion Jeff 

Larrison, with Melissa Paradise sponsored by 

current president Rodney Benson. Ron Man-

gus was sponsored by Lion Brian Abraham. 

Jeff Larrison said, “We are looking to grow so we can get back to doing what Lions do best, serve the commu-

nity. We are planning service days with Indiana Diabetes Youth Camp, Third Phase Homeless Shelter, and sev-

eral projects close to our hearts.”  

Three new members inducted to the WesNield Lions Club. (L to R) Ron 

Mangus,  sponsored by Brian Abraham, Melissa Paradise, sponsored by 

Rodney Benson, and Carrie Larrison, sponsored by Jeff Larrison  

Union City Lions Club 

The Union City Lions Club met on Tuesday, Jan 24th in the Union 
City Community Room.  The meal, prepared by Diana Dubeansky, 
consisted of creamed beef, mashed potatoes, and cookies.  The 
program for the evening was presented by Melinda Frech form the 
Community Blood Center.  The Union City LC sponsors 6 blood draw 
dates a year.  Melinda informed the club that in 2022 their blood 
draws registered 210 donors and collected 192 units of blood.  Each 
pint of blood donated can impact 3 people, so the Club’s blood do-

na#ons in 2022 impacted 576 people. Each unit is tested for mul#-

ple things to keep the blood supply safe.  The UC Lion’s next sched-

uled blood draw is March 27th.  If you would like to be scheduled 

to donated, visit h3ps://www.givingblood.org/  
 

Pictured:  Union City Lions Club Blood Draw Co-Chairs Hoddy Speight and Doug LeMaster . 
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Didn’t see your Club men1oned? 
 

If you’d like to share a past event or an upcoming event at your Club, please 

send that informa#on and a photograph or two to Lion Chris#ne Woodward 

at woodward1999@sbcglobal.net.  The deadline to appear in the next district 

newsle3er is the 25th of each month. 

Pictures and news 

from your club!  

We can’t support your 

club if we don’t know 

what you are doing. 

 

 

Does your club have a special event coming up 

that we should be sure to put on our calen-

dars? 

Just send in the event and date and we will be 

sure to include in the District Newsle3er. 
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NOTICE: 
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DONATIONS WANTED! 
 

 

The Indiana Lions State Conven#on is quickly approaching.  The Conven#on Com-

mi3ee is asking for silent auc#on items to help achieve our mission of providing re-

lief to those in need. We can use items unique to your geographic loca#ons. Perhaps 

there are very talented members in your local clubs that love to cra6. And…who 

can’t use a spa/relaxa#on treatment, or maybe a movie night would interest people.  

Please bring your auc#on items to the Conven#on Center. If you know in advance 

what item(s) you are bringing, contact me and I will prepare a bid sheet.  

Thank you in advance.  

If you have any ques#ons, please contact Lion Cheri Faulkner at 317-271-3314, via 

text or voicemail or you can email me at clermontlionlady58@yahoo.com.   

 

Lion Cheri Faulkner, Silent Auc#on Chair for the Indiana Lions State Conven#on. 


