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Message from District Governor Marie R. Valliere 
 
I am getting over the flu right now and it’s been a long, exhausting two 
weeks. Some of that time was spent reflecting on the last eight months in 
Lions. I attended the NELC meeting in January and something PDG Kathy 
Dorman said has stayed with me since. She made the statement that we 
make an impact on 80,000 people in our lifetime. WHAT? That’s right 80.000 
people.  I’ve been thinking about the people who have impacted me in my 72 
years on earth. My teachers who did it 30 students at a time. My favorite 
musical groups and of course family and friends. We may never know who or 
when we WILL make a difference in anyone’s life but as Lions we do every 
day and in lots of ways. It may be a can of soup, a pint of blood, or maybe 
just a kind word or smile. The kindness cards I hand out are well received. 
One man told me it was ”Better than Money and worth more”. It was a warm 
moment for both of us. I hope to keep making an impact on lives and am 
very grateful to those who impacted my life, good, bad or indifferent and 
continue to do so. 
 
THANK YOU. 
DG Marie R Valliere 
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District Goals Progress as of 2/28/26 
Membership 

District Membership Prev Month 2025-2026 Year 
Opening Balance 1,234 1,214 

Added Members 9 78 

Dropped Members 4 53 

Closing Balance 1,239 1,239 

Net Gain/Loss 5 +25 

International membership is 1,380,619 effective 2/28/26.  
 

Service 

District Service* Previous Month 2025-2026 
% Lions Clubs Reporting 57% 57% 

Volunteer Service Hours 2,862 24,317 

Service Activities 147 1,219 

Individuals Served 13,845 160,289 
 

LCIF Donations 

District LCIF Donations* Previous Month 2025-2026 
LCIF Donations 3,945 22,600 

 

Upcoming Events 
Date Event 
Mar 6-8 Regional Lions Leadership Institute (RLLI). Application in newsletter 

Mar 7 Atkinson Meat Raffle. See flyer. 

Mar 8 Daylight Savings begins; set clocks ahead 1 hour 

Mar 10 Deadline to register for Rally. Form in newsletter. 

Mar 15 Twin State Soccer (LTSSA) Spring Banquet. See flyer.  

Mar 16 Nashua Green Auction. Register in advance. See flyer.  

Mar 21 44H Rally & Soup Cook-Off, Meridith Community Center. See flyer.  

Mar 22 World Water Day 

Mar 25 Report service, meetings, donations, and fundraising in Lion Portal 

Mar 28 Lion Portal Training, Concord Community Center. Info in newsletter 

Mar 28 Dover (DRSB) Indoor Golf Tournament. See club info. 

Mar 29 Atkinson Pancake Breakfast. See flyer.  

Mar 30 Salem Blood Drive in honor of Weston Moss. See club info. 

Apr 15 Deadline to make convention hotel reservations with discount. See flyer. 

Apr 15 Deadline to make meal reservation for convention. See registration form. 

Apr 18-26 Lions International Environmental Service Week 

Apr 18 Laconia-Gilford Electronic Waste Collection Day. See club info. 

Apr 25 Hudson Psychic & Craft Fair. See flyer.  

Apr 25 Report service, meetings, donations, and fundraising in Lion Portal 

May 2 Club Officer Training, NH Police Academy. Info in newsletter. 

May 8-10 44H Spring Convention, Grand. Registration form in newsletter. 

May 15-17 44N Spring Convention. Registration form in newsletter. 

May 25 Report service, meetings, donations, and fundraising in Lion Portal 

Jun 6 NELC Spring Weekend, Bennington, VT 

Jul 1 Deadline to register LCI Convention delegates to vote.  
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Vince Giambalvo, First Vice District Governor & GMT 
When we invite someone to become a Lion, we are asking them to join a club—we are also 
inviting them into a global movement of service through Lions Clubs International.  We can use 
our History and Literature to assist us in telling our story and answering questions about Lions. 
Start with Your Clubs Story 

• Your Clubs History 
o How old is your club 
o What has it done to serve the community 

▪ Include stories and pictures of events (your club in action) 
▪ Talk about the results of your efforts. 

• Number of people your club has served 

• Dollars raised for community causes  

• Etc. 

• Invite potential members to an event 

• Discuss future planned events 
 
Be Prepared to discuss the “Big Picture,” our founding by Melvin Jones in 1917 

• Our motto: We Serve 
• Our global reach - LCI 
• Our culture of volunteerism 

Highlight key historical moments such as: 
• Helen Keller’s challenge to Lions in 1925 
• The launch of the Leo Program 
• Women becoming members in 1987 
• Mission 1.5: Growing to 1.5 million members worldwide 

Share Our Global Impact 
Introduce prospects to our nine global causes supported through Lions service and Lions Clubs 
International Foundation: 

• Childhood Cancer 
• Diabetes 
• Disaster Relief 
• Environment 
• Humanitarian Efforts 
• Hunger 
• Vision 
• Youth 
• Mental Health 

These areas are powerful starting points. However, remind prospects: 
Service can come in all shapes and sizes. 
Our mission is not to fit into a box—but to meet the needs of our community. 
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Recruitment Tip: 
Find out what they are passionate about. 
Match the prospect’s passion to one of the global causes. 
Example: 
“I know you’re passionate about childhood cancer—let me show you how Lions supports 
childhood cancer both globally and locally.” 
 
Make It Personal - Stories inspire. 
When using brochures or presentations: 

1. Pair literature with a personal testimonial. 
2. Share photos of your club’s most successful projects. 
3. Connect the global mission to local impact. 

For example: 
“Here’s how Lions supports Disaster Relief worldwide. And here’s what our club did after last 
year’s storm.” 
That bridge between global and local builds trust. 
Some useful Brochures available to Lions. 

• Lions – Make a Difference 

• Hello – What’s in store for you as a Lion   

• Just Ask - Fostering a Culture of Recruitment  
 

Remember that using real experiences and printed material together can present a more 
complete picture of what Lions Are and Do and what they can do to serve in areas where 
their passions lead them. 
 

Kimberlee Fournier, Second Vice District Governor & GLT 
Hello Folks, 
 
Spring is right around the corner, as is Learning Sessions for all. 
Acquiring knowledge is available to us each day. It so happens that this month there is a bounty 
of "Lion Learning" available.  
 
The beginning of the month is the Regional Lions Leadership Institute (also known as RLLI). The 
growth and confidence each person gains during RLLI not only assists with your growth as a 
Lion, it's useful at your place of employment as well as personal life. 
  
The end of the month, a session on the Lions Portal will be held. A variety of areas will be 
covered during the session such as: Navigating to areas, Inputting Information,  Accessing 
Reports, Lions Learn, etc.  
Be sure to respond with your intention to attend. 
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PDG Jerry Vaccaro, Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer 
District 44H Lions Club Dues:    For those clubs that have not sent in their District 44H second 
have dues, I will be sending out a second request.   Please check your emails that were sent to 
all club presidents and Treasurers for your club amount due.  All checks should be sent to my 
attention, Thank you. 
 
Club DG Activities:   Please e-mail your anticipated PDG Marie’s visit or activity to my attention 
so that I can coordinate these dates with DG Marie. My email is Lionjerryvaccaro@gmail.com. 
DG Marie will make all efforts to attend. 
 
District 44H “Rally & Soup cook-off”:  March 21, 2026. The “Rally” will be in Meredith, NH.  
Only $10.00. Please fill out the Registration form supplied in the Newsletters. Kindly send it 
with your $10.00 per person to my attention. Please attend a day of fellowship and participate 
in the Lions club soup cook-off contest.  I plan on making an escarole Italian soup. I know my 
soup will be the winner. Please come an prove me right.   
 
LCI Club Reporting: It is apparent that some clubs are not reporting their activities to LCI.  If you 
need help working the LCI Portal I will be glad to help. Please make all efforts in reporting your 
monthly reports to LCI.  
 
Like always if you have any questions, please give me a call. 
 

Linda Hedrick, Global Service Team (GST) 
Greetings! 
Please check out the flyer for the service project for the rally in March. No money is needed and 
it should be an easy project. You could check with schools, restaurants, children and 
grandchildren! While you’re collecting don’t forget to tally your hours and log them into the 
portal. 
 
Start thinking of the service project for April, that will hopefully tie into the environment! 
See you all in March at the rally but until then be careful shoveling this never ending winter! 
 

Michelle Ackroyd, Childhood Cancer Chair 
When a child is diagnosed with cancer at any age and face a recurrence. When they look back, 
one of the most important things they wish they had known is that it’s okay to not be okay — 
especially as a teenager or young adult who understands the reality of what’s happening. 
  
It’s okay to not be okay. If you are diagnosed as a teenager or young adult, you are old enough 
to understand the reality of your situation, and it’s okay to have a hard time with that. It’s okay 
to be real with your emotions and not just always have to ‘focus on the bright side. 
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After recurrence, they can be in an extremely dark place. some odds were slim and be severely 
depressed as preparing to die. For support, they didn’t need cheerleaders and people 
reminding me to count their blessings. What they needed were people to sit with them in their 
grief and be there as a listening ear. Those people were who could be trusted and be vulnerable 
with. It helps to let out some of that fear and sadness, because it is a reality of these cancer 
patients. Support doesn’t always mean trying to fix things or finding a bright side. Sometimes 
the most meaningful support is simply being present and listening. 
 

PCC Robert Gustafson, Diabetes Chair 
In A Nutshell 

• Nearly 1 in 3 American teenagers has prediabetes or type 2 diabetes, with the vast 
majority of cases being prediabetes, which is reversible if caught early. 

• Boys are far more likely to be affected than girls, making up 62 percent of cases in the 
study. 

• Waist-to-height ratio, a simple tape-measure calculation, was a far stronger predictor of 
diabetes risk than BMI, which lost significance once other factors were considered. 

• Diet and exercise habits did not independently predict risk once body fat distribution 
was accounted for, suggesting that where fat is stored matters more than lifestyle 
factors alone. 

Please have your Teens go to https://doihaveprediabetes.org/take-the-risk-test#/  and get the 
diabetes check-up and beat the Nutshell study issues above. 
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Jeri Maynard, Environment Chair 
 

Just a gentle reminder:  April 18-22, 2026 is “Lions Environmental Project Week.”                    
Each club is  asked to find  a project that would promote environmental awareness and the 
need to get that important message across to others.  
Going to the International Lions web site, I found a list of “beginners” project ideas -as well as 
“Intermediate and Advanced” ideas 
With just a couple of months to make our plans, let us investigate some feasible ideas from the 
beginner’s list: 

1. Plant a tree:  Be sure to consult your local authorities to determine type of tree/s and 

location for planting 

2. Schedule a  clean-up of a beach, community space, or roadside area, i.e. “road-

cleanup”- -try to do it monthly as a club 

3. Develop a “Green Living Tip Sheet” and share it electronically with members of your 

community (local TV Station, social media). 

4. Recognize a local or community leader for their environmental efforts 

5. Collect used cellphones and donate them to individuals in need 

6. My favorite idea:  Hold an environmentally themed photo contest at a local school. 

Reward the winner with a green recognition: award ( ex: plant a tree, in their honor, in 

their school yard’ 

Other ideas from the NH Lions Green Team, which also includes many of the above: 
1. E-recycling 

2. Upcycling and crafting workshops 

3. Sustainable clothing drives – donate to Apparel Impact-- look for the white collection 

boxes 

4. “Green” yard sales 

5. Trex- plastic bag etc. collections 

As you can see, there are many ways, you can celebrate Lions International Environment 
Week- how many other ideas can your club come up with???? 
 

FYI: Sunday, March 22, 2026 is World Water Day 
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PDG Al Goldstein, GET & LCIF coordinator 

 
Exciting news! Beginning with donations made in Lion Year 2025-2026 (July 1, 2025 - June 30,  
2026) The District and Club Community Impact Grant (DCG) Program now offers new return on 
eligible funds levels. The more your club or district gives, the more funding is available to apply 
for as a grant.  Grants do remain subject to LCIF approval.  
 
For clubs, gifts of US$5,000 to US$9,999 qualify for a 15% return on eligible funds, US$10,000 to 
US$19,999 qualify for 20%, and US$20,000 or more qualify for 30%. 
 
For districts, contributions of US$10,000 to US$19,999 qualify for a 15% return on eligible 
funds, US$20,000 to US$29,999 qualify for 20%, and US$30,000 or more qualify for a 30%. 
 
Typically, DCG funding is totaled and sent out to qualifying clubs and districts in 
August/September. Keep that in mind when planning your project. If you want to use funding at 
the beginning of the fiscal year, your DCG funds might not be updated yet in our system. 
 
All DCG funding is calculated per fiscal year which is July 1 – June 30 for LCIF. Those are the 
cutoff dates and cannot be amended.   
 
DCG giving levels are based on annual contributions. 
 
Please note that the DCG program is separate from MJF. A donation can count towards MJF 
or PMJF and a club or district’s DCG balance.  
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District 44H Happenings 
 

44H Rally, March 21st  
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44H Spring Convention 
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Lion Portal Tip 
Who from your club is going to Lions International Convention in Hong 
Kong?   
 
In order to vote at the international convention, club delegates must: 

1. Be assigned as a voting delegate by their club secretary or other 
duly authorized officer in the Lion Portal. 

2. Be registered for the international convention. Register for the 
convention here. 

3. Have a unique email address. Use the same email as registering for the international 
convention 2026. 

4. Provide their member identification number when registering for the convention. 
 
All delegates must be assigned before July 1, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. Here is how to assign 
convention delegates so they can vote.  

• Login to the Lion Portal: Login 

• Click the tile for My Club 

• Click the tab for Members 

• Click the blue button for Manage Delegates 

• Convention Type = International 

• Time = Upcoming 

• Select radio button for 108th Annual Convention in Hong Kong 

• Click Next 

• Click checkbox for Assign a Delegate, click Next 

• Select the delegate from the list of members, click Next 

• Follow any additional on-screen prompts until you see a “success” message at the top of 
the screen. 

 
For more information visit: 

• International Election webpage 
• International Election Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Also, please make sure your club has reported service this month.  Ask your club President or 
Secretary, and offer to help. 
 
Consider attending the Lion Portal Training on March 28th. Details in this newsletter. 

 
Club Excellence Award  
Click here to see the Club Excellence Award criteria for membership, service, leadership, and 
donations. The Club Excellence Award process has changed for this year. If you have questions, 
please contact your zone chair, or someone from DG Marie’s cabinet.  
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Camp Pride 
 

Lions Camp Pride Connection 
 

 

 
Hello Lions of 44H, 
 
While it looks like camp is closed, the warriors have been at work remodeling the 
apartment and the conference room in the Administration building. We are still looking 
to hire a new Camp Administrator as Patrick has chosen to take a position at a camp 
that is open year round. We wish him well as he did a good job for us.  
  
The good news is we have had several applicants to fill the position. I am also happy to 
say all of or campers groups will be back with us next year.  
  
We are working on different days now and will post the upcoming work day on the 
Camp Pride Facebook page. If you have any free time and would be willing to come up 
and give a hand, reach out to Peter LaPointe. Skill level is not important as we will find 
something to do for anyone who comes up. 
 
Al Goldstein LCP President 

 
 

  



18 

Multiple District Happenings  

 

Club Officer Training 
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DogSight Project 

The DogSight Project 

A Program of the New Hampshire Lions 
Multiple District 44 – Health Services of New Hampshire 

 

News from the Mid-Winter Convention 
 

It was brought up at the Mid-Winter Convention that the monies raised through the New 
Hampshire Casino program have some restrictions. The most significant one is that these funds 
are to be used within the State of New Hampshire. Even though the Fidelco Guide Dog 
Foundation has several working dogs in New Hampshire, any donation to the DogSight Project 
cannot guarantee that these donations are in support of these dogs and could cause problems 
with the IRS. This restriction pertains to all donations made with “Casino Money,” not just to 
the DogSight Project. We hope that you will still be able to be as generous to the DogSight 
Project as you have been in the past.  
   
You can donate to the DogSight project any time. Please make checks payable to:  LSHF and 
write DSP on the memo line to ensure the proper account is credited.  Please mail checks to the 
project Treasurer: Gregg Kleiner, PO Box 94, Keene, NH 03431 
 
Linda Piekarski 
Chair, the DogSight Project 
lpi314@outlook.com 

 

                                              

Raised for Fidelco in 2025-2026: $21,148.00 
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Regional Lions Leadership Institute (RLLI) 
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New England Lions Council (NELC) 
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Granite State Fellowship  
Click here for information available online. Use the application below if needed. 
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Lions Sight & Hearing, Health Services Board, and Lions Youth Services 
 

NH Lions MD 44 
Serving Our Community – Providing Essential Support for Sight, Hearing, and Youth 

 

SIGHT & HEARING BOARD 
• Hearing Aid Grants: Financial assistance for those in need of hearing devices. 

• Vision Assistance: Support for various sight-related medical needs. 

• Vision Surgeries: Coordination and funding for essential eye procedures. 

 

NH Sights and Hearing Foundation 
Year Hearing 

Aids 
Eye 

Surgeries 
Vision 

Screeners 
Monetary 
Donations 

Miracle 
Ear 

  

2022 $34,438 $14,034 $64,250 $6,100   

2023 $32,687 $2,935 $500 $4,850   

2024 $27,457 $3,589 $0 $23,100   

2025 $30,324 $7,305 $0 $34,350   

2026 $23,951 $0 $0 $25,000 $2,998  
 

HEALTH SERVICES BOARD 
• Vision Screenings: Screenings to detect vision issues early. 

• Eyeglasses Assistance: Helping community members obtain prescription glasses. 

• Hearing Testing: Accessible testing to identify hearing health concerns. 

• Other Projects: Dog Sight, Lions Lyft. 

 

Health Services Board   

Year H Vision 
Screenings 

Lion Lift N Vision 
Screenings 

Dog 
Sight 

Eyeglass  Hearing  Diabetes 

2022 14,200 0 14,139 $0 $0 $0  
2023 13,250 0 13,333 $0 $0 $0  
2024 10,510 0 10,509 $26,000 $0 $0  
2025 13,450  11,766 $20,001 $0 $0 75 

2026 9,093 385.75* 13,541 $9,721 $550 $0  

  

6393 
miles      

  205 rides      
 

LIONS YOUTH SERVICES 
• Club Grants: Financial support provided to local Lions Clubs for youth programs and 

community initiatives.  

All applications are available online: https://nhlions.org 

Helping New Hampshire see, hear, and thrive. 
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Sight & Hearing Project Application  
 

LIONS SIGHT AND HEARING FOUNDATION – 

PROJECT APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

Effective immediately, Project Applications for the Lions Sight and Hearing 

Foundation of New Hampshire, Inc. will be managed by PDG Marie Hall, with 

assistance from PDG Jerry Vaccaro. 
 

WHERE TO SEND APPLICATIONS 

Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation of New Hampshire, Inc. 

P.O. Box 970 

Concord, NH 03301 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

PDG Marie Hall, Project Manager — 603-686-6935 

PDG Jerry Vaccaro, Assistant Project Manager — 603-204-7752 

APPLICATION FORMS 

Updated project application forms will be available for download from the NH Lions 

website after February 1st: 

https://nhlions.org 

 

On behalf of the Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation of New Hampshire, Inc., we extend our 

sincere gratitude to Francis Carron for her dedicated and outstanding service as Project Manager. 

For access to Lions Sight & Hearing forms, use QR Code below. 
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Lions Youth Services (LYS) 
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Lions Youth Services 

Literacy Project 

 

 

…… Did you know????  

 

…that one in three children start kindergarten without the 

skills they need to learn to read. 

…that one million neural connections are formed every second in a toddler's brain, 

indicating how reading to a young child greatly enhances their vocabulary and 

understanding of the world around them? 

…that 85% of juvenile offenders face reading challenges. 

…that low literacy impacts access to higher education, higher paying jobs, health 

education and leads to higher rates of incarceration? 

…that 54% of adults read below the 6th grade level. 

…that one in ten children do not own a book at home. 

 

Lions Youth Services will continue to collect new books for children between the 

ages of four to ten years old (please NO board books) at the March Cabinet 

Meeting and Rally. To arrange book donations at another time, reach out to PDG 

Marie Hall. 

 

Please consider donating a new hardcover book and bring it with you for drop 

off at the March Cabinet Meeting or Rally. 
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Peace Poster 
Why Hosting the Peace Poster Contest Matters  
(from Lions International January 28, 2026) 
 
Many artists will tell you that what they paint is not so much 
what they see with their eyes, but what they see with their hearts. This is especially true of 
children. 
 
For almost four decades, Lions International has offered children across the globe the 
opportunity to create their visions of peace from their own hearts when clubs sponsor the 
Peace Poster Contest. Sponsoring the contest is one of the most unique and rewarding projects 
that your Lions club can be involved in, helping to inspire children to imagine a world of 
kindness, engage with your community and showcase all the incredible ways that Lions serve.   
 
Peace Poster Contest helps children envision a world of peace 

Designed for kids ages 11 to 13, the 
Peace Poster Contest offers children 
the chance to showcase their talent on 
an international stage and compete for 
exclusive prizes. The grand prize 
winner receives US$5,000 and a trip to 
a Lions international awards ceremony. 
Twenty-three merit winners receive a 

certificate of congratulations and US$500. All the winning entries are recognized in LION 
Magazine and on our website. 
 
Past International Director Ed Lecius says that having had a merit winner from his club, the 
Nashua Lions Club in New Hampshire, two years in a row has not only brought attention to the 
club, but also to their Multiple District 44. “Locally,” he added, “we had a record year with over 
100 Peace Posters submitted. It has also helped us with our membership. In the last several 
years, we’ve grown to over 100 members, added a new Leo club and just started a specialty 
branch club at a local retirement community.” 
 
Lions’ clubs promote peace 
There are so many great reasons for Lions clubs to sponsor the Peace Poster Contest. It boosts 
kids’ self-esteem and lets them know that their ideas matter. It also offers clubs the 
opportunity to promote peace while increasing their visibility in their communities. And most 
importantly, it gives children — and adults — hope for the future. 
 
Purchase your kit today to get started hosting a local contest and help promote a more 
peaceful world. Purchase your kit today to get started hosting a local contest and help promote 
a more peaceful world. Kits will be available at the upcoming district meetings. 
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Lion Portal Training Flyer 
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Lions Twin State Soccer 

Lions Twin State Soccer 
Spring Banquet is Back! 

 
Sunday, March 15th, 1pm Lebanon NH High School - $25pp 

 

Join the players, coaches, guest speakers, and Lions for the 

Annual Lions Cup Banquet! 
 

 

 

 

 

For more information please contact: 
Lion Henry McKee - hanknh2@gmail.com 
Lion Marilyn Vaccaro - jvac1408@comcast.net 
Paul Pearsall - pppearsall@comcast.net 
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44H Club Happenings 
Atkinson 
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Derry 
Lions, Marlee is a young cousin of a Derry Lion. Please read her story, and contribute to her Go 
Fund Me page if this tugs at your heart (pun intended). Use this link to make a donation. 
 
Hi! I'm Marlee! I'm 9 years old and I have Hypoplastic 
Left Heart Syndrome. That's a big fancy name that 
means when I was in my mommy's belly my left 
ventricle of my heart never developed! I have 
undergone 3 open heart surgeries by the time I was 4 
and many other cardiac procedures to customize my 
special little heart to help me grow! Now that im so 
big...I'm almost double digits, ya know, my heart is 
having a hard time.keeping up with me and my doctors think its time for me to get a new heart! 
This chapter is a little confusing for my mom and dad to figure out as I will be a long term 
resident at Boston Children's Hospital until a new heart comes available. My mom says it could 
be a while. There are a lot of things that my family doesn't know right now but one thing I'm 
sure of is "i am brave, I am strong, and I can. 
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Dover, Rollinsford, South Berwick 

 
 
Upcoming events include the First Annual Indoor Golf Tournament on March 28 
at the NE Sports Hub. A few teams are still available 
- https://birdease.com/golfingforacure  
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Hudson 
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Laconia – Gilford 
Electronic Waste Collection Day 

Laconia-Gilford Lions Club 
April 18 

Gilford Cinemas 8 Parking Lot, Gilford 
 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
Got an old computer collecting dust in your closet, or a broken air conditioner sitting on the 
back porch? What do you do with such items when you replace them? Everything from laptops, 
phones and computers to TVs cost a fortune to haul away. 
 
Turn all that junk over to the Laconia-Gilford Lions Club 
during their Electronic Waste Collection Day fundraising 
event which will be held on Saturday, April 18, in the 
Cinemas 8 parking lot in Gilford (9 Old Lake Shore Road) 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Note: this is a new location as 
of a few years ago. For a small disposal fee, not only will we 
take your old electronic items off your hands, we will 
recycle them. The disposal charge is almost always less than 
the prices at local transfer stations. Cash or checks will be 
accepted but not debit or credit cards.  
 
Just bring your electronics to Cinemas 8 parking lot, 9 Old Lakeshore Road in Gilford on 
Saturday April 18, between 8:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Lions Club members will even help you 
unload them! You do not have to be a resident of Laconia or Gilford to take advantage of this 
fundraiser - it is open to everyone. (Rain date May 16 – call for questions 603-998-5549.) 
 
Items you may want to consider dropping off are laptops, PC towers, PC LCD monitors, servers, 
CD/DVD players, camcorders, AV equipment, VCRs, speakers, copiers, faxes, scanners, printers, 
phones (land and cell), phone systems, humidifiers and computer accessories (all $5 unless very 
large).  
 
In addition, we will also take microwaves, air conditioners, dehumidifiers (all $10), CRT 
monitors less than 50 lbs. and TVs less than 25” ($20), TVs 26” and larger ($30). For TVs needing 
more than one person to lift or CRT monitors over 50 lbs., the item will be weighed on site and 
the price determined. Anything with a cord not listed will also be accepted. 
 
We are also now accepting Teflon pots and pans for $1. 
 
You CANNOT drop off: smoke detectors, oils, paints, thinners, batteries (except car batteries), 
tires, items containing mercury such as fluorescent and CFL light bulbs or thermometers, 
capacitors, ballasts, or any other hazardous waste. 
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Don't miss this opportunity or you'll be storing these things another year - "Don't throw it out, 
Recycle it!" You'll not only help the environment by disposing of your unwanted electronics 
responsibly but also help the Lions, the largest service organization in the world, raise funds to 
meet pressing needs in our community: eye exams, eye glasses, hearing aids, food pantries, 
college scholarships, holiday food baskets for needy families, youth sports programs, are just a 
few of the local charitable organizations that we assist. All that for a disposal fee that, in most 
cases, is less than the cost at local transfer stations.  
 
The Laconia-Gilford Lions Club appreciates your help with their Electronic Waste Collection Day 
fundraising event and wishes to thank in advance everyone who contributes to making a real 
difference in our community. This project has been officially sanctioned by the Green Sanctuary 
Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Laconia.  
 
Look for the yellow Lions' vests on Saturday, April 18, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
Gilford Cinemas 8 parking lot (Rain date May 16 – call for questions 603-998-5549). No matter 
how large or small, every item adds up!  
 

 
Loudon 
Lions Support Loudon Elementary School: Bobbie Gaudette of 
the Loudon Lions of New Hampshire recently stopped by 
Loudon Elementary School with a $500 check for Principal 
David Bartlett to help support LES and its efforts to best serve 
our Loudon youngsters. 

 
 
 
 
Meredith 
Congratulations to the winners of the raffle baskets at The Day at the Mug event.Sponsored by 

the Meredith Lions club this is a yearly event 
which benefits the local food pantry. Ten percent 
of proceeds from the sales at the Mug on that 
day go to the pantry. The club raffles off two 
baskets. This year there was a huge basket of 
Sweets donated b yBill Smiley and it was won by 
Ilene Bonis. The second basket was an 
assortment of scratch tickets donated by the club 
members and won by Sharon Ryan. Thank you to 
all who participated to make this a successful 

event. The next monthly food drive by the club will be Friday the 13th at The Family Dollar store 
from 3 to 6  
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Nashua 
Nashua Lions Meetings Temporarily Relocated: Due to an early morning fire at the Nashua 
Country Club in late January, the Nashua Lions have temporarily relocated their meetings. On 
the first Monday of the month the club will be having their coffee and dessert meeting at the 
Nashua Senior Center, 70 Temple Street, 
2nd floor starting at 6:15pm. The dinner 
meetings on the 3rd Monday are being 
held at Sky Meadow Country Club, 6 
Mountain Laurels Rd in Nashua. This 
schedule will remain until further notice. 
 

Green Auction: We would love to have 
you join us at the Green Auction on March 
16th. Please make a reservation through 
LindaQuebec@Ymail.com.  See evening 
details on the flyer.  
 

Unsung Hero: Our club recognized some 
high school basketball players with the 
Unsung Hero Award. Congratulations to 
Olivia Baker (BG) and Maxx Lizotte, both of 
Bishop Guertin High School.  
 

Nashua Police and Firefighter Employees 
of the Year were honored by our club for 
the work they have done to keep our 
community safe.  Congratulations to police 
Detective Mike Kekejian, and firefighter Lt 
Josh Hansen on being selected for these 
awards.  
 

Our OKS crew conducted Vision 
Screenings: Students at World Academy 
were screened and 4 were referred to eye 
doctors for further examination.  
 

Other service projects conducted by Lions this 
month include Lions Lift rides, delivery of 30 meals 
to Marguerite’s Place, and packing over 1600 bags 
of food with End 68 Hours of Hunger. 
 
Teacher of the Year Nominations are Open: 
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Salem 
As you may have heard, Salem Lions' friend and inspiration, Weston Moss, youngest son of Lion 
Kelly Moss, passed away on January 12th, just days after his 12th birthday, after a 2 year battle 
with Ewings Sarcoma. He was a kind, funny, gifted young man, and the world is a poorer place 
after his loss. Weston died, as he lived, with thoughts of how to help those he'd be leaving 
behind uppermost in his mind.  If you'd like further information on how you can continue to 
support Weston's legacy please visit www.westonsbigwish.com to learn about the charity that 
Kelly is setting up - following the very specific directions that Weston spent his final days setting 
out. 
 
For another way to honor Weston, please join the Salem Lions for a Blood Drive on March 
30th.  Details below. 
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Wakefield 
The Wakefield Lions conducted a business meeting at the Revo Casino in 
Dover, where the Granite State Fellow Award was presented posthumously 
to Robert Thibodeau, spouse of Joel Ballesteros of Revo Casino and Social 
Club. Joel had battled cancer for several years and passed away a month 
prior to the club meeting at the Casino.  President Gloria Ballinger read the 
proclamation sent from the District and Ron McKay spoke of how Joel 
played a pivotal role in facilitating our club’s engagement at the Dover 
Casino, enabling us to contribute to funding Wakefield’s 250th birthday 
celebration last August, support the replacement of the wagon, Dube 
Express, assist in acquiring a trailer for the fire department's ATV, provide 
and distribute CO detectors, as well as participate in numerous other 
initiatives that benefit our community.  Joel is already greatly missed! 
Pictured: Robert Thibodeau, 2nd VP & Revo Casino Liaison Ron McKay, Club 
President Gloria Ballinger. Ron McKay presenting the Granite State Fellow 
Award to Robert Thibodeau in honor of his husband Joel Ballesteros. 
 
The Wakefield Lions paused their regular club activities to host their annual “Cabin Fever Game 
Day” and Potluck, welcoming both members and guests. The event featured a Cribbage 
Tournament, various board and card games, and provided a lively opportunity for socializing 
and building stronger connections. 
 

    
In attendance: President Gloria Ballinger, Ken Ballinger, Bobbie Shearer, Mary Collins, Mike 
Strout, Mary Beth Strout, Phil Valenti, Sue Valenti, Carrie Hubbard, Adam Hubbard, Josef 
Martin, Cindy Martin, Bob Oullette, Sandy Oullette, Cathie Chasse, Manny Rogers, Tom Daniels, 
Shelly Daniels, Joe Palmariello, Jeanne Baker. Photographer Sharon Baldwin. Guests: Ernie 
Woessner, Allen Baker, Russell Baldwin.  
 
As of this writing, the Christmas Tree Burn is set to proceed following previous delays caused by 
inclement weather. Preparations are ongoing for several upcoming events, including the Red 
Cross Blood Drive, Wakefield Pride Day, and the Health & Wellness Fair in Milton. Recent 
contributions have been made to the Dog Sight Program. Additionally, nearly 200 books were 
sold through the District’s Donate a Book Program, which raised $525 from club members and 
an additional $200 at the Lions Convention. 
#We Serve! 
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Windham 
Valentine's Day Kindness:  
Members visited Pinehill, Grace House, Warde Assisted Living and Windham Terrace to bring a 
little bit of love, kindness and Valentine treats to all of the residents. The smiles say it all! Thank 
you, President Zack Brown, Lions Diane Leone, Doreen Demone, and Tom Winter! 

    
Chinese New Year: 
Our club was one of the sponsors for the Luna New Year event celebrating the Chinese New 
Year and the year of the Horse. Members handed out Lucky Gold Chocolate Coins, coordinated 
the Raffle items and handed out various types of Asian snacks. A fun day was had by all who 
attended. Thank you, President Zack Brown, Lions Renee Bailey, Becky Brown, Deb Cedrone, 
Doreen Demone, Mary Ann Horaj, Cindy & Glenn Jutras and Pattie Provenzano! 
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44N Happenings 
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Resources 

Camp Pride 

Second Weds of the month, 

6:30pm Airport Diner, Manchester 

 

Health Services of NH 

Fourth Tues of the month, 6:30pm 

Meets via Zoom 

Click here for Zoom link 

md44healthservices@gmail.com 

 

Lions Twin State Soccer Assoc. 

Fourth Tues of the month, 6:30pm 

meets via Zoom 

LTSSAVTNH@gmail.com 

 

Lions Youth Services 

Second Thurs of the month, 

6:30pm Airport Diner, Manchester 

 

Sight & Hearing Foundation 

Third Thurs of the month, 6:30pm 

Airport Diner, Manchester 

 

 

Childhood Cancer Chair: 

Michelle Ackroyd 

m.ackroyd@comcast.net 

 

Diabetes Chair: 

PCC Robert Gustafson 

Robertgustafson11@gmail.com 

 

Environment Chair: 

Jeri Maynard 

lionjeri@comcast.net 

 

Hunger Chair: 

Open 

 

Lions Fellowship:  

Nancy O’Dowd 

Lupesmom14@gmail.com 

 

Peace Poster: 

Available through LYS 

 

District Photographer 

Open 

 

Newsletter Editor: Linda Quebec 

Newsletter44H@Outlook.com  

Please send submissions by the 

20th each month. 

 

Facebook Resources: 

Use the search feature in Facebook 

to find these sites, and look up 

other clubs you want to follow. For 

example, Hudson NH Lions Club, 

Salem NH Lions Club, or Nashua 

Lions Club.  
 

NH Lions District 44-H 

• Our district page on Facebook  
 

Global Lions Forum 

• Learning from Lions leaders 

around the world 

Lion Portal Forum 

• A group to support one another 

while learning how to use the 

Lion Portal. 
 

Lions Clubs International 

• Posts from Lions International 
 

Lions Club Members: Public 

Image, Graphics & Ideas Hub 

• Great Lions images to use in 

your marketing, social media, 

newsletters 
 

Lions SMiLE (Social, Media, 

including, Lions, Everywhere) 

• Excellent resource on how to 

improve your club’s social 

media marketing.  

 

Online Resources: 
 

Lions International website 

https://www.lionsclubs.org/  
 

Lion Portal Login page: 

Login (site.com) 

LionsSupport@LionsClubs.org 

(630) 468-6900 Member Svc. 
 

District 44H website 

http://e-

district.org/sites/district_14-

l/index.php  
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Leadership Directory 

District Governor 

Marie Valliere 

603-998-0871; 

keylion03@gmail.com 

 

First Vice District Governor 

Vince Giambalvo 

845-304-2059; 

rosevin68@gmail.com 

 

Second Vice District Governor 

Kimberlee Fournier 

603-897-9348 

LionKimberlee@gmail.com 

 

Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer 

PDG Jerry Vaccaro 

603-204-7752 

LionJerryVaccaro@gmail.com 

 

Multiple Council Chair & 

Immediate Past District 

Governor 

PDG Michael Leahey 

603-667-6719 

MiketheLion44N@outlook.com  

 

Zone Liaison, Langdon Plumer 

C: 603-770-6499 

E: Langplumer@gmail.com 
 

Zone 1 Chair, Erin Hendrickson 

C: 603-305-5696 

E: erinfreda@gmail.com 

Clubs: Derry, Hudson, Litchfield, 

Londonderry, Nashua, Salem, 

Windham 
 

Zone 2 Chair, Bob Choumitsky 

C: 617-291-3723 

E: rchoumitsky@gmail.com 

Clubs: Atkinson, Auburn-Candia, 

Chester, Danville, Hampstead, 

Kingston, Plaistow, Sandown 
 

Zone 3 Chair, Open 

Clubs: Exeter, Epping, Hampton 

Area, Newmarket, Portsmouth, 

Raymond, Rye, Seabrook 
 

Zone 4 Chair, Ajay Rana Bhat 

Ph: 508-685-0582 

E: ajayranabhat@gmail.com  

Clubs: Dover, Rollinsford, S 

Berwick; NH Everest; Rochester; 

Somersworth; Wakefield 
 

Zone 5 Chair, Ken Ward 

Ph: 631-220-5106 

E: kenward636@yahoo.com 

Clubs: Epsom-Chichester, Laconia-

Gilford, Loudon, Meredith, 

Saddleback Mountain, Suncook 

Valley 
 

Zone 6 Chair, Gina Lessard 

C: 603-651-6598 

E: weez_gina@roadrunner.com 

Clubs: Conway Area, 

Moultonborough, Whittier, 

Wolfeboro 

Global Action Team Leader 

Marie Valliere 

603-998-0871; 

keylion03@gmail.com 

 

Global Extension Leader 

PDG Al Goldstein 

603-913-1281 

A1Goldstein@comcast.net 

 

Global Leadership Leader 

SVDG Kimberlee Fournier 

603-897-9348 

LionKimberlee@gmail.com 

 

Global Membership Leader 

Vincent Giambalvo 

845-304-2059;  

rosevin68@gmail.com 

 

Global Service Leader 

Linda Hedrick 

603-553-9015; 

lindahedrick676@gmail.com 

 

LCIF Coordinator 

PDG Al Goldstein 

603-913-1281 

A1Goldstein@comcast.net 

 


