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A Message from District Governor Jackie Kurley 

What a year it has been. 

As I write my final newsletter as your District 

Governor, my heart and soul are filled with gratitude, 

pride, and hope for the future of our district. It is 

difficult to fully put into words what this year has 

meant to me. 

When I first began this journey, I was once the person 

who was too nervous to even become a club president. 

But through the support of fellow Lions, the resources available 

through Lions International, Lions University, and a willingness to 

learn, I grew into this role and worked every day to be the District 

Governor you could be proud of. 

As I reflect on this year, I think not only about the meetings, projects, 

and events we shared, but about the people who made this chapter of 

my life so meaningful. Across our district, I have witnessed incredible 

generosity, compassion, leadership, and dedication. You have 

reminded me time and again what it truly means to serve. 

Together, we strengthened our communities through more than 1,650 

service projects and impacted over 192,000 people throughout our 

district. We supported those in need, responded during difficult times, 

encouraged one another, and carried forward the proud mission of 

Lionism with dedication and purpose. 

I continue to be inspired by the commitment shown by our club 

officers, members, family members, and community partners. Whether 

through membership growth (We are positive for the first time in 

several years!), disaster relief efforts, organizing service projects, or 

simple acts of kindness, each of you played an important role in 

making our district stronger. 

(continued on next page) 

Have you scheduled the District Governor’s visit to your club?  

District Governor Jackie Kurley would like to attend one of your club meetings, share her vision for our 
district, and hear your concerns. Check her calendar in this newsletter, then give her a call at 219-689-
8424, or send an email message to kurmon@comcast.net. 

District Officers 
 

District Governor 
Lion Jackie Kurley 
20233 Fall Creek Dr. 
Goshen, IN 46528 
219-689-8424 
kurmon@comcast.net 
 
1st Vice District Governor 
Lion Steve Weld 
1438 Bower St. 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
574-742-1357 
Smweld.AF@gmail.com 
 
2nd Vice District Governor 
Lion Jim Steen 
P.O. Box 873 
601 E. Water St. 
Akron, IN 46910 
574-835-3014 
JSteen@pikelumber.com 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
Lion Kim Polk 
5378 E 975 S 
LaFontaine IN 46940 
260-571-6125 
kkpolk61@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Treasurer 
PDG Ron Guth 
2386 W. Broadway 
Bunker Hill, IN 46914 
765-460-7177 
guthron@comcast.net 
 
See the final page of the 
newsletter for contact 
information for other district 
staff members. 
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A Message from District Governor Jackie Kurley 

(continued from previous page) 

This year, we celebrated successes, overcame roadblocks, and changed lives through service. Those 

experiences have strengthened us and helped us better understand the unique needs of each 

community we serve. But beyond the accomplishments, what I will treasure most are the friendships 

formed, the laughter shared, and the spirit of Lionism that continues to inspire me every single day. 

I cannot thank my District Cabinet enough for the support, guidance, teamwork, and quick resolutions 

whenever challenges arose. Your dedication and leadership are what made this year successful, and I 

am deeply grateful for each of you. 

As we prepare to welcome new leadership, I encourage every Lion to continue building upon the strong 

foundation laid by those who came before us. Keep moving forward. Keep serving with passion. Keep 

believing in the difference we can make together. 

The future of our district is bright because of dedicated Lions like you. Every act of service, every new 

idea, every hand extended to help another person strengthens our mission and proves why we are 

“Quite Possibly the Greatest Lions District on Earth!” 

Thank you for allowing me the incredible privilege of serving beside you this year. It has been an honor 

I will carry with me forever. 

Thank you for energizing my soul! 

Lion Jackie 

25-G District Governor  

Celebrating 553 Years of Service 

District 25-G proudly honors the Lions Clubs that were chartered during the month of June. 

Collectively, these clubs have dedicated an impressive 553 years of service to their local communities. 

Each club has made a unique and lasting impact—supporting not only local initiatives but also district, 

state, and international projects. 

Their enduring commitment to service exemplifies District Governor Jackie Kurley’s theme: “Energize 

Your Soul Through Service.” These clubs are living proof that when service is fueled by passion, it 

uplifts both the giver and the community. 

CLUB NAME CHARTER DATE YEARS OF SERVICE 

Bourbon June 25, 1931 95 

Lakeville June 28, 1943 83 

Lapaz June 30, 1943 83 

Milford June 20, 1944 82 

North Webster June 28, 1945 81 

Akron June 19, 1947 79 

Somerset June 14, 1999 27 

North Manchester June 20, 2003 23 
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A Message From 1st Vice District Governor Steven Weld 

Getting the Most from the Lions Portal 

As the Lions year winds down and clubs are completing their officer transitions, 

this is an ideal moment to make sure the Lions Portal is working for your club — 

not just sitting there waiting to be used. 

The Portal is the central hub through which Lions International manages the 

administrative life of every club: member rosters, officer records, service 

reporting, dues, and communications. Clubs that use it well tend to run more 

smoothly and stay more visible to the district and to LCI. Clubs that use it 

irregularly often find themselves scrambling at year-end or missing out on 

recognition they have earned. 

Here are four things worth checking before June 30. 

Member records: Are your active members listed correctly? Birth dates, addresses, email addresses, 

and phone numbers feed into district communications and the directory. This is also the time to 

process any drops or resignations cleanly, before the new year roster is set. 

Service activity reporting: Every service activity, fundraiser, and donation your club has completed 

this year can still be entered before June 30. Each report counts toward your district's service reporting 

rate and your club's Club Excellence Award metrics. If your club has been doing the work but not 

recording it, the next few weeks are your window. 

Contact information for incoming officers: Make sure the new president's, secretary's, and 

treasurer's contact information is current and accurate. These are the addresses through which the 

district — and LCI — will reach your club next year. A wrong email address in July means a missed 

communication in August. 

Club meeting information: In addition to updating contact information, make sure the information 

on your club's meeting is also correct. If needed, update the day, the time, and the location for your 

monthly meeting — or meetings, if you have two different times or locations. 

The Portal is accessible at https://lionportal.org/. If your club needs help navigating it, several good 

resources are available: 

- A dedicated YouTube channel with Portal training videos: https://www.youtube.com/

@lionportaltraining 

- LCI's Portal updates and FAQ page: https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/digital-

products/portal-updates 

- The full Portal resources library in the Member Resource Center: https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/

member-resource-center/leaders/resources/lion-portal-resources 

I know the Portal can be frustrating to navigate, or to understand what it is even asking sometimes. 

However, Lions International has built tools to help clubs do what they already want to do — serve 

their communities, grow their membership, and recognize their members' contributions — and the 

Portal is part of that effort. I encourage you to continue to learn and explore how to use this tool to 

help your club thrive. 

We Serve. 

https://lionportal.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@lionportaltraining
https://www.youtube.com/@lionportaltraining
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/digital-products/portal-updates
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/digital-products/portal-updates
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/leaders/resources/lion-portal-resources
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/leaders/resources/lion-portal-resources
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A Message From 2nd Vice District Governor Jim Steen 

Zone Chairpersons are the backbone of Lions Clubs International … 

… connecting clubs, inspiring leaders, and strengthening service 

throughout the district. Through encouragement, communication, 

and teamwork, they help clubs grow stronger and communities 

thrive. Their leadership keeps the spirit of Lionism united, active, 

and moving forward. 

Please take time to get to know your Zone Chairperson! Their role 

is vital to the long-term success of our local Lions Clubs and 

District 25-G! 

Lion Jim Steen, 2nd Vice District Governor 
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Passing the Torch: A Message from Your Cabinet Secretary 

As this Lions year draws to a close, I find myself reflecting on the incredible privilege 

it has been to serve as your District 25-G Cabinet Secretary. Much like our service 

itself, this role has been a blend of teamwork, communication, and a shared 

commitment to helping our clubs shine. Every report submitted, every question 

answered, every project celebrated—each one has been a reminder of the strength 

and heart of our district. 

Serving alongside you has been an honor. I’ve witnessed clubs step up for their communities in 

creative and compassionate ways. I’ve seen new leaders emerge, long-time members mentor with 

wisdom, and clubs support one another with the true spirit of “We Serve.” These moments are the 

footprints we leave behind—lasting marks of kindness and dedication. 

Now, as we prepare for the new Lions year, it is time to pass the torch. I am delighted to welcome our 

incoming Cabinet Secretary, Lion Faith Kamp of the Akron Lions Club, who brings fresh energy, 

strong organizational skills, and a genuine passion for supporting our clubs. I have full confidence that 

she will guide our district with clarity, enthusiasm, and the same commitment to service that defines 

us all. 

Transitions are not endings—they are opportunities. A new year offers a clean slate, a chance to build 

on what we’ve accomplished and to imagine what more we can do together. I encourage each club to 

continue communicating openly, reporting consistently, and reaching out whenever support is needed. 

The Cabinet is here for you, and your new Cabinet Secretary is ready to walk alongside you every step 

of the way. 

Thank you for your trust, your collaboration, and your unwavering dedication to the people of District 

25-G. It has been my privilege to serve you. I look forward to cheering on the great work ahead as we 

begin this next chapter together. 

Energize Your Soul through Service, 

Kim Polk, Cabinet Secretary, District 25-G 

A Message From District Cabinet Secretary Lion Kim Polk 
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Greetings to Lions of District 25-G, 

I will be sending out dues invoices in July based on your club’s member count 

as of 6/30/2026.  Please have your club’s membership up to date on the Lion 

Portal before the end of the month so your club is not billed for members no 

longer with your club. 

I have attached a “New member semi-annual dues breakdown” which gives 

you the amount of dues to collect depending on when the new member is 

added into the Lion Portal.  It is a lot to digest but for existing members the 

fee is simple.  Total of LCI and District/State annual dues are: Regular 

Member $68.00 and Discounted Family Member is $43.00.  

You should be collecting dues from your membership now so that you have funds available when you 

receive notice of invoice/statements from District and LCI in July. 

You can expect a district dues invoice via e-mail after we receive the member count from LCI.  District 

invoices are sent to treasurer and/or secretary email address on record with LCI.  If none are listed or 

your secretary/treasurer has contacted me with changes they are sent to the address listed in our 

district accounting program. 

Please note that LCI no longer mails statements.  “Notice” of statements will only be sent to 

the email address listed for the club treasurer.  The Lion Portal must be used to pay electronically 

(recommended) or to download/print statements if paying by check (not recommended). 

KEY POINTS: 

You must login to the Lion Portal to see your LCI dues statement it will not be sent to you. 

District dues invoice will be sent to you via e-mail from me, the cabinet treasurer.          

Both the LCI dues and District dues require payment within 30 days.                                                    

Any membership changes must be made in the Lion Portal prior to midnight 6/30/26.   

Member drops are effective on the date you file, not the date you list in the portal. 

75% of the district clubs pay dues promptly and set an example the remaining clubs should strive to 

match and show pride in being LIONS.  

It has been an honor to serve as the cabinet treasurer this year and I look forward to doing the same 

under the leadership of DGE Steve Weld. 

We Serve, 

CT PDG Ron Guth 

guthron@comcast.net,  765-460-7177 mobile 

A Message From District Cabinet Treasurer PDG Ron Guth 

mailto:guthron@comcast.net
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Global Leadership Team 

I’M RIGHT AND YOU’RE WRONG 

Conflict seems everywhere in our lives.  Conflict ranges all the way from 

trying to get the biggest cookie to fighting for that parking space closer to 

the mall entrance to vast geopolitical wars in which we feel fairly helpless 

other than wishing “our side” to win. 

Lions Clubs are no different.  Conflict abounds, all the way from the petty 

(“he’s sitting in my chair”) to the philosophical (“I’m not selling fruit just to 

see my money get spent out of town”).  Sadly, Lions International ranks 

conflict as the leading cause of membership losses.  Lions International 

defines conflict as “a struggle resulting from incompatible or opposing 

needs, diverse wishes, or external or internal demands.” 

There are a variety of reasons why conflict occurs.  It can result from a simple misunderstanding that 

isn’t resolved.  Perhaps someone’s interests or values were challenged.  Perhaps personal or Club 

power/authority was challenged or ignored, or perhaps our members’ needs were just not being met.  

I’m not going to define each of these since I believe we can all relate to any one of these, if not all of 

them. 

Sometimes conflict can be beneficial, possibly producing better relationships, better communications, 

prevention of future conflicts, increased innovation or service, or sometimes stronger personal 

motivation.  All of these are fundamental for a successful Club.  But conflict can also be extremely 

harmful and must be recognized and dealt with quickly and carefully. 

To that end, Lions International has recognized the dangers of conflict for the organization.  It has 

established Dispute Resolution Procedures for the Club, District, and Multiple District levels for 

seemingly unsolvable disputes at those three levels.  These Procedures are reviewed and revised 

regularly, most recently in July 2025.  On the other hand, Lions International has published less 

complicated recommendations like “Quick Tips for Conflict Resolution” in 2019.  Neither document will 

provide the perfect solution to the conflict, just ideas on the process toward finding a solution.  In the 

past, Lions International also had a session on conflict resolution in its 

District Governor Elect training. 

Ultimately the goal of conflict resolution is exactly what those two words 

mean, creating a win-win solution for both parties in the conflict.  In my 

opinion, however, we should view a solution as a win-win for the Club, 

the District, or the Multiple District.  Getting from the beginning of a 

dispute to a successful resolution may not be a swift or easy step.  

Watch for Part II of this article in the Newsletter.  In the meantime, try 

to identify past conflicts in your Club and how they were successfully 

resolved. 

PCC Dave Eisen 

Image created 

using ChatGPT 

 

Club Officers Training 

Thursday, June 11, 2026, 6:30 p.m. 

Jamestown United Methodist Church 

59218 CR 3, Elkhart, IN 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026, 6:30 p.m 

Via Zoom (watch for link in email) 
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Global Membership Team 

MISSION 1.5 * A Mission to Grow! 

Lions of District 25-G 

Congratulations to the 63 Lions who have sponsored 110 new Lions this year. 

District 25-G has a net gain of +25 so far this fiscal year. 

We are serving a world in need, one act of kindness at a time. 

Assess your club and your community to find out what you need for a 

successful recruitment of members.  

A high-visibility service project will help attract new members and engage 

with the community. 

Have ways to involve new members in your club activities. 

Thanks for being a Lion! 

PDG Marlyn Fast, Global Membership Team Coordinator 

Welcome New Members 

Since the start of the 2025-2026 Lions year, 29 district clubs have welcomed 110 new Lions to the 

largest and greatest volunteer service organization in the world. We welcome these new Lions and 

thank their sponsors for offering them the opportunity to make a difference in their communities and 

the world. 

The following new Lions were not previously reported in the district newsletter. 

Akron Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Brenda Smith 
Sponsor: Lion Christina Morehouse 

New Member: Lion Bonnie Steen 
Sponsor: 2nd VDG Lion James Steen 

Baugo Township Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Jason Miller 
Sponsor: Lion Robert Spaugh 

Etna Green Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Marilyn Serritella 
Sponsor: Lion Cheryl Mckinley 

 
 

Middlebury Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Ben Skibbe 
Sponsor: Lion Sopheap Long 

New Member: Lion Monica Skibbe 
Sponsor: Lion Sopheap Long 

Peru Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Riley Jones 
Sponsor: Lion David Frushour 

Somerset Lions Club 
New Member: Lion Rebecca Coath 
Sponsor: Lion Kathy Hecker 

New Member: Lion Thomas Coath 
Sponsor: Lion Kathy Hecker 

You joined a Lions Club because someone offered you the opportunity to 

make a difference in your community. Offer that same opportunity to 

someone else.  
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LCIF Coordinators Update 

As we approach the close of another remarkable Lion year, thank you for your 

dedication, compassion and service. Because of your leadership, Lions across 

our district have made a meaningful difference in the lives of others. Together, 

we have served with purpose, responded to need and strengthened our 

communities. 

As we enter the final weeks of the Lion year, we invite every Lion and every 

club to make one final commitment to our global foundation, Lions Clubs 

International Foundation (LCIF). 

Important reminder: June 15 deadline for current-year credit 

Please note that June 15 is the final day to mail donations and receive LCIF 

credit for the current Lion year. If your club or members are planning to contribute, please be sure 

donations are mailed well in advance so they can be processed on time. 

Looking ahead: Club Excellence and LCIF support 

As we begin planning for the coming year, please remember that the Club Excellence benchmark for 

next year includes an average contribution of US$20 per member to LCIF. This is more than a goal; it 

is an opportunity to strengthen our culture of giving and expand our service impact around the world 

and here at home. 

Lead by example 

There are many easy and meaningful ways to support LCIF. Club presidents and leaders are especially 

encouraged to lead by example through a personal donation. When leaders give, they inspire others to 

join in, and together our collective generosity creates lasting impact. 

Why your support matters 

LCIF is the foundation that empowers Lions service. From disaster relief to humanitarian grants, your 

gifts help bring hope when and where it is needed most. In fact, Indiana has received more in LCIF 

grants than it has contributed in donations. That support has made a difference in our state and it is 

also a reminder of the importance of giving back so LCIF can continue to sustain critical projects in 

Indiana and around the world. 

No gift is too small. Every donation matters. Every act of generosity helps Lions serve a world in need. 

If you have any questions about donating or supporting LCIF, please reach out to your LCIF 

Coordinators, Lion Sopheap Long, or District Governor Jackie Kurley. 

Thank you again for your leadership, your service and your continued support of LCIF. 

Yours in Service,  

Lion Sopheap Long, LCIF District Coordinator 
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News From Around the District 

Flags from the Heart: A Tribute That Unites Our Community 

Over Memorial Day weekend, Lindquist-Bicentennial Park in 

Elkhart was transformed into a powerful and moving display of 

patriotism, remembrance, and community spirit as nearly 200 

American flags were proudly flown as part of the Flags from the 

Heart service project. This meaningful tribute, jointly organized 

by the Elkhart Lions Club and the Dunlap Lions Club, provided a 

beautiful and respectful way for families to honor the memory 

of loved ones. 

Each flag represented a story—of service, sacrifice, friendship, 

and family. They stood not only as symbols of our nation, but 

also as deeply personal expressions of love and remembrance. 

Visitors to the park were invited to walk among the flags, reflect quietly, and remember those who 

have made a lasting impact on their lives. The sight of so many flags gently waving in the spring 

breeze created a solemn yet inspiring atmosphere that resonated with all who attended. 

Flags from the Heart is not a new tradition. In fact, this annual 

project has been part of our community for nearly 20 years. 

What began as a simple gesture of remembrance has grown 

into a cherished local tradition that continues to bring people 

together across generations. The longevity of this project is a 

testament to its importance and the dedication of the Lions 

members who sustain it year after year. 

This year’s event was especially meaningful as it highlighted the 

strength of collaboration between two Lions Clubs serving the 

Elkhart community. By working together, the Elkhart and 

Dunlap Lions combined their efforts to coordinate logistics, 

recruit volunteers, and ensure that each flag was placed with care and respect. From setting up the 

display to assisting families with dedications, dozens of Lions members contributed their time and 

energy to make the event a success. 

Equally important was the response from the community. Families and individuals once again 

demonstrated strong support for the project by sponsoring flags in honor or memory of loved ones. 

Whether dedicated to veterans, family members, or dear friends, each flag carried deep meaning and 

served as a reminder that the spirit of those we cherish continues to live on. 

Projects like Flags from the Heart embody the very mission of Lions Clubs International: to serve 

others, strengthen communities, and foster compassion. In a world that often moves too quickly, this 

project provides a moment to pause, reflect, and reconnect with what truly matters. 

The Elkhart and Dunlap Lions Clubs extend their sincere gratitude to all who participated—those who 

sponsored flags, volunteered their time, and came out to experience the display. Your support ensures 

that this long-standing tradition remains a meaningful part of our community for years to come. 

As we look ahead, the Lions remain committed to continuing Flags from the Heart and building on its 

legacy of remembrance and service. Together, we will keep honoring the past while strengthening the 

bonds that make our community so special. 

(Submitted by Lion Duane Klein, Dunlap Lions Club) 
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News From Around the District 

Akron Lions Support Local Elementary Parent Support Group & Leader Dogs for the Blind 

The Akron Lions Club proudly donated a total of $1,400 during the month of May to support important 

community and service organizations. The club members voted to donate $1,200 to the Akron 

Elementary Parent Support Group. This organization plays an important role in supporting students and 

teachers by helping fund ducational field trips, classroom supply funds for teachers, student activities, 

and many other programs that benefit children throughout the school year. 

In addition to supporting local education efforts, the club also donated $200 to Leader Dogs for the 

Blind. The organization provides guide dogs and services to individuals who are blind or visually 

impaired, helping them gain greater independence and confidence in their daily lives. The Akron Lions 

Club is committed to serving both the local community and organizations that make a positive impact 

beyond the area. Through donations such as these, the club continues its mission of supporting 

education, service, and assistance for those in need. 

Pictured at left (l. to r.): 2nd VDG Lion Jim Steen, Lion Faith 

Kamp (Elected Leader Dog Trustee), Lion Dave Morehouse (in 

the Lions suit), Lion Terry Smith, Lion Brenda Smith, and Lion 

Renee Shultz. 

Pictured at right: Akron 

Lions Club Members & 

the Akron Parent 

Support Group 

Members 

 

 

(Submitted by Lion Faith Kamp, Akron Lions Club) 
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News From Around the District 

Lakeville Lions Welcome New Member 

At their monthly dinner meeting on Tuesday, May 26th, the 

Lakeville Lions welcomed Danny Fey as a new member. 

Danny’s wife, Jessica, also joined the club, however, she was 

unable to attend this meeting. Both Danny and Jessica were 

sponsored by Lion Larry Ort. 

Pictured here (l. to r.) Lion Larry Ort, Lion Danny Fey, Past 

District Governor Paul Russell 

(Photo submitted by Lion Anne Weber, Lakeville Lions Club) 

 

Lydick Lions Volunteer at Reins of Life 

Over the weekend of May 16 & 17, the Lydick Lions were busy volunteering at Reins of Life - 

Therapeutic horseback riding, running the concession stand during their 45th Annual Horse Show. 

There were so many talented riders and beautiful horses throughout the event! 

Thank you to all of our Lydick Lion members, Mike & Teckla Lane, Lawrence Mackaniankhondo, Karen 

Trzaskowski, Connie Price, Josh Davis, Cindy & Howard Morse, Christine Bella, Wendy Yuhasz and Liz 

Lucas for volunteering their time and helping make the weekend a success. A special thank you to John 

Krzyzanowski from Clay-Granger Lions Club and Mike & Teckla's great granddaughter Nevaeh Brittain 

for pitching in and helping us too!  

Working together to support our community and cheer on these amazing riders made for a wonderful 

weekend! 

Above left (l. to r.) Lion John Krzyzanowski, Lion Karen Trzaskowski, Lion Josh Davis 

Above center (l. to r.) Lion Howard Morse, Lion Cindy Morse, Leo the Lion, Lion Christine Bella, Lion Liz 

Lucas 

Above right (front) Nevaeh Brittain (back l. to r.) Lion Connie Price, Lion Mike Lane, Lion Wendy Yuhasz 

(Submitted by Lion Lori Ferro, Lydick Lions Club) 

Your club news could be here. Send articles and photos to PDG Paul Russell 

<pdgpaul25g@gmail.com> by the 25th of the month. 
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News From Around the District 

Lydick Lions Welcome New Member 

Here we GROW again!  At our monthly meeting on May 12th, President Lion 

Wendy Yuhasz inducted Lion Larry Mackaniankhondo, who she sponsored into 

our club!  We are so happy Lion Larry has joined our club and we can’t wait to 

serve our community with him. Together, we’re going to make a difference!  

Welcome and congratulations to Lion Larry! 

Pictured here (l. to r.) Lion Wendy Yuhasz, Lion Larry Mackaniankhondo 

(Submitted by Lion Lori Ferro, Lydick Lions Club) 

Madison Township Lions Club Holds Spring Pork Chop Sale 

The Lions club cannot express enough gratitude to the community for your support of our Pork Chop 

Sale on Saturday May 16. We sold out of nearly 3,000 pork chops, many end cuts as well as our pork 

and beans. The funds raised will be used throughout the year to support many service endeavors and 

donations. 

We also want to thank the Wakarusa Lions Club, Lakeville Lions Club, Madison Township Volunteer 

Firemen and the neighborhood friends who helped us with this sale. Without their help, we would not 

have the manpower to accomplish this feat. Approximately 40 people worked nearly 300 hours on this 

event. Everyone sees those working outside on sale day, but there are many working behind the 

scenes and throughout the week leading up to sale day. 

Once again, thank you all!  

Left: Cooking chops 

Right: Wrapping chops 

(Submitted by Lion Al Beehler, Madison Township Lions Club) 



17 

 

News From Around the District 

Milford Lions Club Serves Up Record Pancake Breakfast & Community Support 

The Milford Lions Club is celebrating a record-breaking pancake breakfast fundraiser in support of the 

Milford Lions Festival. Held at the Milford Community Building, the annual breakfast was such a success 

that the club completely sold out by the end of the morning. 

The fundraiser helps support one of the community’s most anticipated family events — a free carnival 

ride festival designed to bring affordable fun to local families. For many, county fairs and amusement 

events can be financially out of reach. Milford Lions say the joy and memories created at the Milford 

Lions Festival are truly priceless and continue to make a meaningful difference for area families. 

In addition to preparing for the festival, the Milford Lions are also focused on increasing awareness 

about their service work. Lion Lisa Ensz and Lion Nick Jamiel are currently developing new promotional 

flyers and informational pamphlets to help share the mission and activities of the Milford Lions Club 

with the community. 

The club also continues its efforts to help ease food insecurity in Milford. Members regularly volunteer 

to stock and care for the Milford community food locker in partnership with the Milford Food Bank, 

which works alongside many organizations across northern Indiana to assist families in need. 

Through fundraising, community outreach, and hands-on service, the Milford Lions Club continues to 

demonstrate its commitment to strengthening the Milford community. 

Photo 1: Milford Lions and community members enjoy the record-setting pancake breakfast at the 

Milford Community Building. 

Photo 2: Lion Lisa Ensz and Lion Nick Jamiel prepare new promotional flyers and informational 

pamphlets to share information about the Milford Lions Club. 

Photo 3: The Milford community food locker, supported by Milford Lions volunteers in partnership with 

the Milford Food Bank. 

(Submitted by Lion Lisa Ensz, Milford Lions Club) 

(Edited by PDG Marty Juel, Elkhart Lions Club) 

Tell Us About Your Club’s Signature Service Project 

Does your club have a signature service project ... an ongoing or recurring project in your community 
that wouldn’t be done if it weren’t for your Lions Club ... a service project that everyone in your 
community associates with your Lions Club? Write a short article about your club’s signature service 
project and send it, with photos, to PDG Paul Russell <pdgpaul25g@gmail.com> for publication in the 
district newsletter. 
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News From Around the District 

Argos Lions Organize Build-A-Bed Event in Marshall County 

The Argos Lions Club hosted a Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) bed-building event at the Marshall 

County Fairgrounds on Saturday, May 16. Ninety-one volunteers participated in the event, including 

members of the Argos Lions Club, Lions from other area clubs, SHP staff and volunteers, and 

community members. Together, they built thirty beds for children in the county who currently do not 

have beds of their own to sleep in. 

The Argos Lions Club received a matching grant from the Indiana Lions Foundation that funded twelve 

of the thirty beds built during the event. 

The project crew included Lions from the Akron Lions Club, Argos Lions Club, North Webster Lions Club, 

and Rochester Lions Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Submitted by Lion John Wilkins, Indiana Lions Foundation) 

Above left: Argos Lion Monty Peden (left) accepts a $1,500 grant check from Indiana Lions Foundation 

Vice President Lion John Wilkins 

Above right: Indiana Lions Foundation Vice President Lion John Wilkins with members of the Argos 

Lions Club 

Above left: Volunteers building beds 

Above center: Two finished bed frames in a bunk configuration 

Above right: Lion Reagan Becker and Lion Jeff Becker of the Rochester Lions Club participated in the 

Build-A-Bed project. They hope to begin bed builds in Fulton County in the near future. (Photo from 

Rochester Lions Club Facebook page) 
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News From Around the District 

North Webster Lions Prepare for 80th Annual Mermaid Festival 

Applications are now being accepted for the Queen of Lakes Pageant, a 

featured event of the North Webster Lions Club’s 80th Annual Mermaid 

Festival. The pageant, open to young women ages 15–23, will be held 

Saturday, June 20 at the North Webster Community Center. Contestants 

must arrive by 10 a.m. 

Registration is $130, and all applications must be received by May 30 at 10 

a.m. Forms and rules are available at www.northwebsterlionsclub.com, with 

additional information on Facebook at Queen of the Lakes Pageant and 

Mermaid Festival. 

All contestants are required to participate in the Mermaid Festival Parade at 4 p.m. The Queen of Lakes 

Pageant will begin at 7 p.m., with judging based on “THE ‘80’s’” theme wear and formal gowns. An 

informational meeting will be held May 30 at 10 a.m. at Ken Strong Productions. 

The Shoop Sports and Youth Foundation, Inc. will award $5,000 in scholarships to the Queen and her 

Court. The Lady Lions will present a $100 Community Service Award and a Miss Congeniality Award. 

Parade scholarships totaling $1,500 will also be awarded. 

Organizational meetings are underway. Those interested in assisting with the 80th Annual Mermaid 

Festival Pageants may contact a Lions Club member or reach out via Facebook. Admission is $5 for 

adults and $2 for children, with proceeds supporting Lions Club projects. 

(Submitted by Lion Alyssa Schmucker, North Webster Lions Club) 

Roann Covered Bridge Lions Participate in Local Festival & Town Cleanup 

The Roann Covered Bridge Lions Club members helped with the 

Roann Covered Bridge Festival fundraiser on Saturday, May 

2nd, at the Roann Community building. On May 9th. they 

assisted the Town of Roann with their annual Town Clean-Up 

Day. We continue to collect aluminum cans as a fundraiser to 

help pay for the July fireworks. 

(Submitted by Lion Donna Harman, Roann Covered Bridge Lions 

Club) 

(Photo from Wikimedia https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/

index.php?curid=19402487) 
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State Projects & Foundation Trustees 

Contact one of our district trustees to schedule a program for your club. 

Lions Cancer Control Fund of Indiana, Inc. 

PDG Warren Allender (Baugo)  warrenallender@comcast.net 574-361-7942 

Lion Beth Guth (Peru)  guthbeth@comcast.net  765-210-3318 

PDG Paul Russell (Lakeville)  pdgpaul25g@gmail.com  574-250-2621 

Vision First Indiana Lions Eye Bank, Inc. 

 Lion Duane Griner (Lake City) ldgriner@comcast.net  574-265-3015 

 PDG Ron Guth (Peru)   guthron@comcast.net  765-460-7177 

 PDG Tom Polk (LaFontaine)  pdgtompolk@gmail.com  260-571-5123 

Indiana Lions Speech and Hearing, Inc. 

 PDG Mary Klempay (Lakeville) maryrsb@comcast.net  574-286-4499 

 1VDG Steve Weld (Dunlap)  smweld.af@gmail.com  574-742-1357 

 Lion Jerry Wright (North Webster) (no email address)   574-457-6811 

Indiana Lions for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Inc. 

 Lion Brian Bussard (Baugo)  buzzf117@comcast.net  574-226-4079 

 PCC David Eisen (Mishawaka) d.eisen01@yahoo.com  574-250-1469 

 PDG Mary Klempay (Lakeville) maryrsb@comcast.net  574-286-4499 

Indiana Lions for Leader Dog, Inc. 

 PDG Warren Allender (Baugo) warrenallender@comcast.net 574-361-7942 

 Lion David Frushour (Peru)  d.frushour@comcast.net  765-473-3626 

 PDG Brian Thomas (Elkhart)  brian10k@aol.com   574-596-7411 

Indiana Lions Foundation 

 Lion Alan Beehler (Madison Twp) mtlcsecabee@aol.com  574-707-2937 

 PDG Marlyn Fast (Dunlap)  mafast1107@gmail.com  574-538-1090 

 Lion Rose Russell (Lakeville)  RoseWRussell@gmail.com  574-250-0125 
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Indiana Lions Foundation 

Indiana Lions Foundation at the Indiana State Fair 

August 7th – August 23rd, 2026 

Working at the gates at the Indiana State Fair is the Indiana Lions Foundation’s 

largest fundraiser and we are asking for your support.  Working at the State Fair 

is fun and enjoyable, and almost all the positions are sitting and in the shade.  

You need not be a Lion to help, so please ask your relatives (15 years and 

older) and friends to enjoy this day with you. 

The early morning shift has limited availability.  Our greatest need is for the 

morning shift from 7:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and the afternoon shift from 1:30 

p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Some days, the infield gates do not close until 8:45 p.m. 

In exchange for working at the State Fair, the Foundation offers State Fair 

Credits (1 for the early morning shift and 2 each for the morning and afternoon 

shifts), which may be redeemed for a W.P. Woods Fellowship or a Community 

Service Grant. 

I am pleased to announce that with some of the profits from the 

2025 State Fair, the Foundation supported each of the five State 

Projects with a $2,400 grant and has pledged an additional $2,000 

grant for each State Project to be made after the 2026 State Fair. 

Please use the QR code or go to our website to sign up. 

I hope to see you at the Fair! 

Lion Rose Russell, Indiana Lions Foundation 

RoseWRussell@gmail.com 

574-250-0125 (call or text) 

 
Club Officers Training 

Thursday, June 11, 2026, 6:30 p.m. 

Jamestown United Methodist Church 

59218 CR 3, Elkhart, IN 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026, 6:30 p.m 

Via Zoom (watch for link in email) 

https://indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/what-we-do/indiana-state-fair-volunteer/
mailto:RoseWRussell@gmail.com
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 Club Officers Training 

Thursday, June 11, 2026, 6:30 p.m. 

Jamestown United Methodist Church 

59218 CR 3, Elkhart, IN 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026, 6:30 p.m 

Via Zoom (watch for link in email) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 Pre-Council 

Meeting 

7 LCIF  

Telethon 
8 9 10 11 DG Visit 

Mishawaka LC 

Club Officers 

Training 

12 13 District 

Meeting 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 Club 

Officers 

Training 

(Zoom) 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2026 District Governor’s Calendar 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
International 

Convention 

4 LCICON 

Independence 

Day 

5 
International 

Convention 

6 
International 

Convention 

7 
International 

Convention 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2026 District Governor’s Calendar 
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District Global Action Team 

Global Leadership Team (GLT) 

PCC David Eisen 

1112 E. Third Street 

Mishawaka, IN 46544 

H: 574-255-5613 

C: 574-250-1469 

d.eisen01@yahoo.com 

Global Membership Team (GMT) 

PDG Marlyn Fast 

24261 CR 126 

Goshen, IN 46526 

H: 574-875-5963 

C: 574-538-1090 

mafast1107@gmail.com 

Global Service Team (GST) 

PDG Tom Polk 

5378 E 975 S 

LaFontaine, IN 46940 

260-571-5123 

pdgtompolk@gmail.com 

LCIF Coordinators 

Lion Sopheap Long 

13793 US 20 

Middlebury, IN 46540 

574-215-9474 

sopheap.long@gmail.com 

DG Jackie Kurley 

20233 Fall Creek Dr. 

Goshen, IN 46528 

219-689-8424 

kurmon@comcast.net 

District Administrator 

(for assistance with the Lion Portal) 

Lion Jill Neidlinger 

19420 W 19th Road 

Culver, IN 46511 

574-216-0526 

tutoring@culcom.net 

District Newsletter Editor 

PDG Paul Russell 

P.O. Box 31 

Lakeville, IN 46536-0031 

574-250-2621 (call or text) 

pdgpaul25g@gmail.com 

Mark Your Calendar 

Thu, Jun 11, 2026 Club Officers Training 

Jamestown UMC, Jamestown, IN 

Sat, Jun 13, 2026, District Meeting #4 

Fairview Grange, Goshen, IN 

Tue, Jun 23, 2026 Club Officers Training 

Via Zoom—Link will be sent later 

Thu-Tue, Jul 3-7, 2026, International Convention 

Hong Kong 

Fri-Sun, Aug 7-23, 2026, Lions Fun at the Fair 

Indiana State Fair, Indianapolis, IN 

Sat, Aug 15, 2026 District Meeting #1 

TBD 

Sat, Sep 12, 2026, Banner Night 

Camp Alexander Mack, Milford, IN 

Sat, Nov 7, 2026 District Meeting #2 

TBD 

Sat, Feb 6, 2027 District Meeting #3 

TBD 

Sat, Mar 6, 2027 District Convention 

TBD 

Apr 29—May 2, 2027 State Convention 

TBD 

Sat, May 22, 2027 District Meeting #4 

TBD 

Jul 2-6, 2027, International Convention 

Washington DC 





   Sponsorship Opportunity for the 

    Blind & Visually Impaired Students of Indiana 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

On September 12th, 2026, The Indiana Lions for the ISBVI will be holding our 23rd running of Brian’s 

Trike Race fundraising event on the grounds of the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually 

Impaired in Indianapolis. This exciting and often hilarious event raises funds to assist with costs for 

the students and the school that are not covered by other funding. Some examples are technology 

upgrades, playground equipment, sports equipment, money to help pay for students to attend local 

and national leadership conferences, and many other personal and educational expenses that 

directly affect improved learning and life experiences for the students. 

We are writing today to respectfully ask for your consideration for a sponsorship that will greatly 

help assist blind and visually impaired students in Indiana. These students attend the Indiana 

School for the Blind and Visually Impaired school (ISBVI) in Indianapolis or are serviced through 

their scholastic outreach program. The Outreach program assists students in their local community 

school. Your sponsorship dollars and generosity would reach state-wide! 

You can be a sponsor in a couple of ways.  You may choose to enter the race with your own team 

(companies, students, non-lions welcomed!) or you can choose to donate monetarily. No matter 

which you choose, YOUR time/donation will help and be greatly appreciated!  We are enclosing a 

list of Sponsorship Opportunities and a Registration Form to enter the race.   

Thank you for your time and consideration!  It is your donations that make it possible for the ISBVI 

Trustees to continue the good work within the school.   In case of any questions or clarifications, 

feel free to contact the Co-Chairs, listed below, or your local District ISBVI Trustee.  

Kindest Regards, 

PDG Linda Scott   

& CS Angie Crouch 

PDG Linda Scott, Event Co-Chair 
Trustee for Indiana Lions for ISBVI 
C: 317-697-2039 

Email: lindamscott@comcast.net 

CS Angie Crouch, Event Co-Chair 
Trustee for Indiana Lions for ISBVI 
C: 317-518-4070 
Email: mwam2893@gmail.com 

**Lions International is the largest service organization in the world. The Indiana Lions for the ISBVI are 

dedicated to building a stronger future for students who are blind or visually impaired across the state of 

Indiana. Your donations are needed to continue this important work. The Indiana Lions for ISBVI is 

a recognized charity under IRS Section 501 (c) (3). 

mailto:lindamscott@comcast.net
mailto:mwam2893@gmail.com


Brian’s Trike Race 
Sponsorship Form 

Event Date September 12,2026  ** 23rd Running!

WHY BE A SPONSOR?  These funds help to underwrite costs, which include but are not limited to, expenses to help 

students attend national leadership conferences, to assist with technology upgrades and many other expenses that directly affect

improved learning.   This outstanding event is being held at the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired  located at 
2701 N Devon Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46219. 

$200.00 by August 1, 2026

Bronze Sponsorship 

What You Receive: 

⇒ Your organization’s name displayed at Brian’s Trike Race
⇒ Team entry into the Trike Race

$350.00 by August 1, 2026

Silver Sponsorship 
What You Receive: 

⇒ All  the perks of a Bronze Sponsorship PLUS your

organization’s name and/or logo on each of the

T-Shirts worn throughout Indiana

⇒ Certificate of Appreciation from the Indiana Lions

for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

$500.00 by August 1, 2026

Gold Sponsorship 
What You Receive: 

⇒ All  the perks of a Bronze & Silver Sponsorship

⇒ By request-exhibit space at the event

Name of Sponsoring Organization: 

Contact Name: 

Contact Phone Number and Email: 

Sponsor Level:              Silver    Gold      Platinum Other Amount: $ 

For more information about sponsorship or fielding a team please contact one of our event chairs: 

 Event Co-Chair
PDG Linda Scott
C:  317-697-2039
E:  lindamscott@comcast.net

Event Co-Chair 
CS Angie Crouch   
C:  317-518-4070
E:  mwam2893@gmail.com

$1,000.00 by August 1,2026

Platinum Sponsorship 
What You Receive: 

⇒ All  the perks of a Bronze, Silver & Gold Sponsorship

⇒ Priority placement of your name on sponsor display board

and T-Shirts

⇒ Platinum Sponsorship Award with your Name/Company



     23rd Running of BRIAN’S TRIKE RACE 

   September 12, 2026 

located at 2701 N Devon Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46219  

This fun and often hilarious event raises funds to assist both residential and outreach students of the Indiana School for 

the Blind and Visually Impaired.  These funds help to underwrite costs, which include but are not limited to, expenses to 

help students attend national leadership conferences, to assist with technology upgrades and many other expenses that 

directly affect improved learning.  Each Trike team member will receive a race T-shirt.   Additional shirts will be available 

for purchase. (see below)  

BRIAN’S ’  TRIKE RACE TEAM REGISTRATION 

Saturday, September  12TH, 202
 
6  

- 
Rain or Shine 

Entry Deadline August 1st, 2026   

 Registration opens at 11:00 am Eastern Time 

Trike Race practice begins at 11:30 and races start at 1pm 

 $100 entry fee per team               and PLEASE use one registration form for each team 

            Students must be 14 or older 

Category that best describes 4 team members (circle one)    Students   Adults  Mixed Ages  

Team Name:    Sponsor  if any ) (  

Captains Name, Phone #, Email:   

List Participant Name  please print ): (  Phone#     Lion/Leo? Y/N  T - Shirt Size 

1.   

2.  

3.  

4.  

Alternate:  

$20 for each t - shirt over the 4 that is included in your team registration. 

  Extra # t - shirts_______     Size(s) ___________  Total extra cost enclosed $____________ 

**For safety purposes, participants must wear closed - toe shoes**  

Food concession by the Indy Edge Beep Baseball will be available 

onsite

  

Please send a check, payable to Indiana Lions for the ISBVI, along with this form to:  

- 

CS Angie Crouch @ 9051 Gre ystone Ct.  Indianapolis, IN 46234

For more information contact   PDG Linda Scott @ 317-697-2039 / lindamscott@co mcast.net 

           or CS Angie Crouch @ 317-518-4070 / mwam2893@gmail.com

Hosted by the Indiana Lions for the Indiana Sch  ool for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
- 




