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Cabinet Treasurer                                  
Patricia Bigham 
1840 Randall Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46240 
C: 317 -409-1029 
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                  District Governor Angela Locke 

  Looking Ahead: A New Year of Service and Opportunity 
 
     As we turn the page to a brand-new year, it’s a perfect 
time to reflect on the joy and warmth of the holiday           
season. I hope each of you had a wonderful holiday and 
were able to spend meaningful time with family and 
friends. These moments of connection remind us why we 
serve—because community and compassion are at the heart of everything we 
do as Lions. 
     The new year brings fresh opportunities to make a difference. It’s not just 
about resolutions; it’s about action. As Lions, we have the privilege and        
responsibility to lead with service, and 2026 is full of potential for us to 
strengthen our impact. Whether it’s through local projects, global initiatives, or 
simply lending a helping hand, every effort counts toward building a better 
world. 
     One important reminder for those striving to achieve Club Excellence:   
between January 3 and January 11, your club must complete a service    
project focused on Hunger.  And you must report it as a service project in the 
Lion Portal to get credit.  Hunger remains one of the most pressing issues in 
communities everywhere, and this initiative is a chance to show our           
commitment to alleviating it. Whether you organize a food drive, volunteer at 
a local pantry, or partner with organizations to distribute meals, your                       
contribution will make a tangible difference. This project is not only a                        
requirement for Club Excellence—it’s an opportunity to live out our mission in 
a powerful way. 
     As we step into this new year, let’s embrace the spirit of service with              
renewed energy and optimism. Think about the goals you want to achieve, the 
lives you want to touch, and the legacy you want to create. Every project,               
every meeting, and every act of kindness adds up to something extraordinary. 
Together, we can make 2026 a year of growth, impact, and excellence. Thank 
you for all you do as Lions—your dedication inspires hope and transforms 
lives. Let’s make this year one to remember! 
                                                                            Yours in Service, 
                                                                             DG Angela Locke 

              2025 

January 2026 

mailto:angbelc@iue.edu
mailto:angbelc@iue.edu
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     This is the final week before Christmas, and my shopping is complete, all gifts are 
wrapped, and greeting cards are mailed.  HA HA   If you fell for that,  I've got some prime 
SWAMPLAND  in Florida to sell you!  I'm amazed at how much I still have to do.  I was 
thrilled to Zoom my 1VDG classes last weekend.; but I still didn't get much of my                 
holiday stuff done.  The good thing about it all is, I'm glad I can still celebrate the true                  
meaning of Christmas. 
     I was thrilled to help run the Santa Shop in Pleasant Run Elementary School                     
recently.  The children were really hilarious when they were supposed to be focused on 
shopping for Mom, Dad, and Grandparents, but their eyes kept wandering to all the things 
they wanted for themselves!  Watching their sincerity and excitement as they picked out                 
little gifts was a pure delight. 
We had one little third-grader come through with money in his envelope. His mother had 
written a note on the bottom of the envelope stating he was to shop for his Mom, Dad, and 
himself.   I gently informed him that he had spent too much money and to put something 
back to meet his budget.   He pouted and deliberated for a few minutes, and then he finally 
decided to put his Mom's gift back and keep his own toy.  I tried hard to persuade him to 
change his mind, but his choice was final.  After he left the shop, we all had a good laugh 
about that memorable moment. 
      Shifting gears to the upcoming excitement.  ARE YOU READY FOR OUR                       
MID-WINTER CONFERENCE in Plainfield, Indiana?  January 16-17, 2026, will be so              
exciting. Friday kicks off with dinner and entertainment, followed by Game Show Battle 
Rooms.  I absolutely want to play FAMILY FEUD.  It will be fun to see who plays Steve 
Harvey.  Our Service Project will be assembling Care-ing Cases. 
     Saturday will be equally exciting with 3 sessions of 12 seminars.  Our keynote speaker 
will be Amber Cox, the accomplished General Manager and Chief Operating Officer for the 
Indiana Fever. 
      I wish everyone   A MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY,  HEALTHY,  AND                           
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 
 

       Your is Service,  

       1VDG Brenda Wilson 

 

1VDG Brenda Wilson                                                                                                  
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         2nd VDG Joseph Shead, SR.                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                            
           Greetings Lions                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                         
               
      
     I wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to each Lion Member in 25F.  Each of you plays a 
vital role in creating a world of serving.  Your determination, resilience, and courage inspire 
our district. You remind us that it is never too late to grow in service, to pursue new goals, and 
create a brighter future for our communities.  
     Thank you for your unwavering dedication, compassion and commitment.  You are the 

heart of our program and your work changes lives in ways seen and unseen.  Together we open 

doors, remove barriers, and build pathways of those we serve.  During this holiday season may 

each of you reflect on the past 6 months and get ready for the second half of our Lion year.  

God Bless 25F in our endeavors. 

       Yours in Lionism,                     
       2nd VDG Joseph Shead, Sr                                                                                                                                                     

         

      District Governor Angela’s Monthly Calendar 
    
January: 
     
 16th & 17th:  Mid-Winter Conference  *DON’T FORGET YOUR PASSPORT* 
 28th:  Speedway Lions Club 

 28th:  Deadline for Early Registration for Winter Cabinet Meeting 
 
February: 
                                                                 
7th:    25F Winter Cabinet Meeting (see flyer)                                                                                           
9th:    IN. Center Township                                                                                                                                
11th:  Charlottesville                                                                                                                      

13th:  Deadline for Registration for District Convention                                                                            
19th:  Economy, Nettle Creek, & Williamsburg       
 
 
 

        To Schedule a Club Visit                                                                 
          Please reach out to  CS Angie Crouch                                                    
            email: mwam2893@gmail.com                                                                                               
             or text/call  317-518-4070 
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Greetings District 25F Lions, 
 

     We have had a very successful year at camp. There have been many challenges this 
year with the weather and repairs to existing buildings. Many thanks to all who have 
helped through the camping season to get the camp ready for campers. As the year winds 
down, we are preparing the camp for winter.   We couldn’t have accomplished these tasks 
without the support of District Lions. THANK YOU!! 
 
     The weather forced us to cancel the Annual Christmas Drive Through and activities 
this year. The camp is planning a couple of new activities. Look for more details in the 
coming year. 
 
    When you donate to Camp Woodsmoke please note in check memo where donation is 
to go. If not noted in the memo donation will go to general funds for operational costs or 
where most needed. Your support is appreciated!  The monthly cost to operate the camp 
is $3,000 - $3,500 
 
     Camp Woodsmoke depends on our volunteers to help keep our camp and events great. 
With your help we can provide an amazing atmosphere for the people we serve and      
create memories that will last a lifetime.  I want to invite Lion members & others to come 
and visit the Camp.  It needs more awareness in the community and in District 25F.  It 
truly is a hidden treasure. Spread the word! Many thanks to the Clubs and individuals 
who continue to support Camp Woodsmoke financially as well as participation in Camp 
events. THE BEST! 
 
     A big thank you to all Camp Woodsmoke trustees and our camp caretaker Belinda for 
all that you do.  If anyone is interested in being a trustee, contact Lion Andy Schwier @                       
812-621-1451 
 
                                       HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS!!!! 

      
 

We live in the Land of the Free because of the brave. Thank you, veterans, for your service 
to our country. Remember Those Deployed!!! 

          
              Yours In Lionism 
               Lion Andy Schwier CWS Chair 
               Cell: 812-621-1451   
                                  Email: ajschwier@gmail.com                       
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          LCIF 

 

Lions Of District F,   

Happy New Year Lions of District F.   I hope Santa delivered everything you wanted and                  
needed.  
As we begin the new year, I must take this opportunity to thank all Leos, Lions, and Lions Club 
that have donated to LCIF so far.  We are not quite at our goal, but we are doing our best.  
Every donation to LCIF makes a difference to someone in need and leaves our world a better 
place.  
There are several highlights for January that you need to be aware of.    
We’re celebrating our founder during LCIF Week (Jan 11–17) by supporting Lions Clubs                              
International Foundation and the global impact it makes possible. A US$147 gift helps fund 
vital grants—and qualifies you for a limited-edition Melvin Jones 147th Birthday pin. Email 
DonorAssistance@lionsclubs.org with receipt of your gift of a minimum of $147 and request 
for the birthday pin through Jan 30th, 2026. 
On January 17th, we will have a table at Mid-Winter Conference and during the speed                            
learning, we will discuss DCG Grants.  Later that night at the Clermont Lions Club we will               
celebrate Melvin Jones Birthday with a dinner and a few bingo games for prizes.  Hopefully 
the weather will co-operate.  You don’t have to go to MWC to enjoy the dinner, see attached 
Flyer.  PCC Sue is arranging this so let us know if you are interested.   
There is a new Recurring Donor Opportunity.  Schedule an online monthly donation of US $10 
or more or a recurring annual donation of at least US $120 to qualify for new recognition 
available at the end of the Lion year. 

 
There are many places you can donate your money to, but LCIF helps make the best impact on our world.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

PDG Ken Faulkner, kennethfaulkner25f@gmail.com 
PCC Sue Topf, Jimandsue1@comcast.net  

mailto:kennethfaulkner25f@gmail.com
mailto:Jimandsue1@comcast.net


6 

Lions District 25-F Newsletter,  January 2026  Page 6 of 27 

 



7 

Lions District 25-F Newsletter,  January 2026  Page 7 of 27 

 

Happy Birthday, Melvin Jones! 
You are Invited to Join Us to 

Celebrate the Birthday of Melvin Jones! 

 
Saturday, January 17th      6:00 PM 
  Dinner  $15    6:30 PM 
  
(Baked Potato Bar, Soups, Salad, Bread, Drinks, and Birthday 
Cake!!!        Beer and Wine available for additional donation!) 
Fun and Games-Join us and play LIONS Bingo, and a few more 
party games.  We will play a minimum of 10 Bingo games with 
fabulous prizes.  Grand Prize will be all monies generated for the 
evening to go toward a Melvin Jones Fellowship for the Winner! -
Hopefully, $1000!  Additional proceeds will go to LCIF! 
 

Clermont Lions Club, 3201 Tansel Road, Indianapolis 
 Sponsored by: MD 25 LCIF District Chairs 
 
 

 
Name________________________________________ 
 
Name________________________________________ 
 
District #_______________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________  
 
Phone____________________________ 
*In case of inclement weather, party will be cancelled. You will be 
notified. 
Mail to:  PCC Sue Topf, 9152 Key Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46234 
        jimandsue1@comcast.net      317-332-5450  
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Dear Lions,                                                                                                                                                                                                          

      This is the schedule for the Special Olympics Winter Games, January 11 to 13.    If any of you 
are available to volunteer on Sunday January 11

th
 for the “Opening Ceremonies” and if you will be 

there for dinner please let me, Lion Bill McDonald, know by December 18th.                                                                                                                             
 If you are planning on coming for the Opening Ceremony but not dinner please arrive by 
7pm.  We  will also need volunteers  for the “Awards Ceremony “ on Tuesday January 13

th
 . Please 

arrive at Perfect North Slopes no later than 10am. Awards begin at 11am.    

        Thank you, 

    Lion Bill McDonald                                                                                
    812-689-6699     
   Lionmcdonald53@gmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:Lionmcdonald53@gmail.com
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       Happenings in the District 

The Carthage Lions Club’s Annual 
Poinsettia Delivery. They provide 
these beautiful plants to the elderly 
community members each year.   
Members pictured:  
Vanessa Redmond, Kenny                  
Redmond, Kathy Zeilinga, Dillon  
Hilderbrand, Lisa (& Sully) 
Wrightsman 

Lion President Bob Roe and Lion 
Gayle Gagne of the Southport               
Lions,  assisted the Southport            
Police Department with their "Shop 
with a Cop" event on Saturday,   
December 6, 2025.  

Richmond Noon Club Visit 

(Left)  Lion Andy Smittkamp has 
25 years of Service and                    
Lion Rollie North has 50! 
Congratulations and Thank You 
Both! 
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Edinburgh Lions Club 

Fun at the Council Christmas Party!  

Centerville Lions Club 
Visit.  President Crystal 
Jenkins and DG Angela 
with Lion Jim Resh                
receiving his 65 year 
Chevron.  
   Congratulations!! 
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Ben Davis Lions Club Christmas Pancake Breakfast had special              
entertainment.  The Ben Davis Jazz Band played for the crowd and 
the Curtain Call Performing Company danced.  It was a packed 
house!! (The largest pancake breakfast to in recent memory!) 

                Milan Lions Club 
From New Member Installations to playing games, the 
Milan Lions Club had a wonderful Christmas Party.  

Left to right: 
DG Angela Locke, new members Casey Driggers, Emily Schmaltz, 
Lion Amanda Honnert sponsor, new members Mary Schmaltz, Eric 
Schmaltz, Chris Schmaltz, their sponsor Amanda Honnert, Lion Andy 
Schwier sponsor of Travis Rohrig, who was not able to attend. A 
cardboard cutout of Travis was provided.  
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2026 Mid-Winter Conference – January 17, 2026 

 
We are in need of items for the silent auction at the 2026 Mid-Winter Conference.  If you 
would like to donate something, please contact either Co-Chair Lion Gretchen Xinopoulos at 
liongretchen@att.net or PDG Linda Scott at lindamscott@comcast.net .  Funds raised from 
this silent auction will go toward support of the Mid-Winter Conference, to better help          
defray the costs.  Thank you for your willingness to make this event a success.  
 
                                                 

 

 

 

         January 16-17, 2026 

mailto:liongretchen@att.net
mailto:lindamscott@comcast.net
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   HOTEL CUTOFF DATE    
 IS JANUARY 5TH! 

HOTEL CUTOFF DATE IS 
JANUARY 5TH! 
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**Please note that PCC Sue Topf’s email address has 
changed:  Please email forms to jimandsue1@comcast.net 
going forward.  
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