OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE 25TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF DISTRICT 14-W
Lions Clubs International

Held April 29 and April 30, 2011

East Mountain Inn, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, USA

Friday April 29, 2011 – Presidents and Secretaries Recognition and Hospitality Night

District Governor Eileen Yurish called the assembly to order and opened the 25th Annual Convention 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sergeant at Arms Co Chair Lion Steve Brezna followed by one verse of “America”.  Invocation was given by PDG V. Rev. Joseph Martin and Past International Director Theodore (Ted) Fusco led the Lions Toast.  The themed event was “Mardi Gras”. Following a buffet dinner DG Eileen recognized and acknowledged all of the District’s Presidents and Secretaries and presented commemorative gavels to club presidents and personalized pens to club secretaries in attendance.  DJ Rob Sax of the Plains Lions Club provided entertainment for the evening.  
Leos from the Edwardsville Leo Club attended a Pool Party with guests and advisors and feasted to a buffet dinner and met with ID Yamandu Acosta and Lion Sylvia from the Eufaula, Alabama Lions Club.  Fun and games were the order of the night and the Leos later joined in the fun with the Lions in the Grand Room at the Mardi Gras Festivities.
More than 70 Lions, Leos and guest attended the Friday evening themed events.

Saturday, April 30, 2011 – Registrations continued throughout the morning until early afternoon. Certification of delegates was closed at 1:00 pm.  A series of 30 minute seminars started the Saturday morning sessions.  Topics included Leader Dog Technologies, Q &A with ID Yamandu Acosta, Club Excellence Process, and District 14-W Lions.
Necrology Service began at 1:00 pm and Invocation was given by Charles Warwick. Vocal accompaniment was by the Holy Redeemer Choir under the direction of Ann Manganello, Scripture Reading was given by Charles Warwick.  Explanation of the ceremony was given by Lion Jasper Reggie and also, the reading of the names of Deceased Lions Members of District 14-W.  A single long stemmed rose and program were presented to family members in attendance.Benediction was given by Lion Jasper Reggie.
Saturday, April 30, 2011 Business Session
The Business Session was called to order by Convention Co-Chair, Zone Chair Dennis Cook.  All Past District Governors in attendance and the District Governor Eileen Yurish were escorted into the meeting room.  One verse of America was sung by the assembly and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lion Steve Brezna.  Invocation was given by Lion Charles Warwick.  Protocol was established by Region 1 Zone B Chair Dennis Cook.  Region 1 Zone A Chair Rich Kilvitis introduced District Governor Eileen Yurish.
DG Eileen welcomed all in attendance ant thanked everyone for their participation and also thanked the clubs for their help with all the raffle gifts and baskets. DG Eileen then introduced ID Yamandu Acosta from Eufaula, Alabama, guest speaker for the convention.  ID Yamandu spoke briefly and stated that he is originally from Uruguay, South America.  He commented on membership and the need to raise membership in all areas and the new District Governor will need help with raising membership in the future.  He is looking forward to this evening’s festivity.  DG Eileen then introduced PID Ted Fusco who gave brief remarks.
Rules of Procedure Report was given by Zone Chair Rich Kilvitis and he stated that the rules have been published in the call to convention and the district newsletter and all clubs should have received copies.  Additional copies have been placed on the chairs and the rules have not changed over the past few years. Rich asked if there were any questions on the rules, and there being none stated that we will follow those rules.

Registration Report was given by Lion Tom Major, Registration Committee Chair.  There are 70 Lions registered, 17 PDGs and 16 Leos and guests for a total attendance of 103.  I would like to thank the Registration Committee for their help which consisted of Lion Andy Walgo, Lion Chet Stanski, Lion Fran Griffith, and myself.  This concludes the Registration Report of the 25th Convention of District 14-W. 
Credentials Preliminary Report was given by PDG Bob Milligan.  The Credentials Committee met at 1:55 pm and have certified 51 delegates and 6 alternates.  This is our preliminary report and we will get back to you with a final report later.
Resolutions Committee Report, in the absence of Lion Judge Fred Pierantoni, the report was given by PDG Ron Filippini. Whereas, the Officers and Members of District 14-W of the International Association of Lions Clubs has assembled on April 29 and 30th at the East Mountain Inn in Plains Township, Pennsylvania.  And whereas, the Lions here have been honored, challenged, motivated and inspired by the presence, words and thoughts of ID Yamandu P. Acosta of the International Association of Lions Clubs.  Therefore, be it resolved, we the officers and members of District 14-W do hereby express our gratitude and sincere appreciation of the said ID Yamandu P. Acosta, for taking the time from his busy life and responsibilities to join us this weekend and to inspire us to continue to serve under the banner of this great humanitarian organization and be it further resolved that this resolution be duly noted in the minutes of the convention proceedings.  Signed by District Governor Eileen K. Yurish and Cabinet Secretary Theresa Milligan.
Constitution and By Laws PDG Bob Milligan stated that when you came in there was a copy of the changes to the Constitution and By Laws at each seat that are to be voted on today. Everyone should read them and everyone should be familiar with them.  We have sent these copies out by email and regular mail to all the presidents and secretaries of each club at the beginning of the year.  The changes today, there are twelve changes that are to be made to the constitution requiring a two thirds vote.  Of the twelve six are housekeeping and six are revisions.  There are fourteen changes to the by laws requiring a majority of votes. Of the fourteen, seven are housekeeping and seven are revisions, housekeeping is to be complied with international or state or our own constitution and by laws.  If you are not familiar with them, please read them as quickly as possible and do not vote just to vote, read and understand them.  I would like to thank my committee and also DG Eileen and PDG Joan who has done a lot of work on this project.
Election Report PVDG Paul Rose, protocol being established we are going to vote on District Governor with the nominee being Marylin Tosh of the Wilkes Barre Lions Club and for Vice District Governor the nominee is PDG George Barna of the White Haven Club. The voting will take place in the Pennsylvania Room. We will also vote on the Constitution and By Laws, please have your delegate cards ready so we can stamp them.
Nominations  report by PDG Pete Duda.  Governor Eileen, delegates, alternates, distinguished guests and fellow Lions the nominating committee has met and find the following candidates meet the necessary requirements for the high office of district governor and vice district governor of District 14-W Lions of Lions International of Pennsylvania.

1. Lion Marylin Tosh of the Wilkes Barre Lions Club for District Governor
2. Lion PDG George Barna of the White Haven Club for Vice District Governor
Governor Eileen, this concludes the report of the Nominating Committee and I would like to thank the members of the nominating committee for their help, Lion Steve Brezna and Lion Dennis Cook.  PDG Pete asked that the candidates be escorted from the room by Lion Steve Brezna Co Chair Sergeant at Arms.  

Nominating and Seconding Speeches were called for by PDG Pete Duda.

Nominating speech for VDG Marylin Tosh for the office of District Governor was given by Lion Megan Wert.    
Seconding speech was given by PVDG Paul Rose.

Nominating speech for PDG George Barna of the White Haven Lions Club for the office of Vice District Governor was given by Lion Ed Gower, President of White Haven Lions Club.

Seconding speech was given by Lion Beth Evert, Secretary of White Haven Lions Club.

Credentials Committee Final Report PDG Bob Milligan - District Governor Eileen, delegates, alternates, distinguished guests and fellow Lions, The Credentials Committee has prepared a final report for the convention.  The committee has certified 51 delegates, and 6 alternates.  I would like to thank my committee Chester Stanski, Francis Griffith, Andy Walgo and Tom Major. This concludes the report of the Credentials Committee for this convention.  Thank you Governor Eileen.
DG Eileen then asked that delegates go to the Pennsylvania Room to cast their vote and extra time would be allowed due to the length of the ballot for Constitution and By Laws.

Following the voting session DG Eileen reconvened the business session.

Election Committee Report was given by PVDG Paul Rose.  VDG Marylin Tosh received the highest number of votes for the High Office of District Governor and is hereby elected District Governor of District 14-W Lions for the year 2011-2012.  PDG George Barna has received the highest number of votes for the High Office of Vice District Governor of District 14-W Lions and is hereby elected to Vice District Governor of District 14-W Lions for the year 2011-2012.  On the Constitution and By Laws we have over 90% acceptance on every issue.  This concludes my report for the Elections Committee.  I ask for a motion to accept this report.  Motion to accept report was made by Lion Tom Major and seconded by Lion Dorothy Faymore.  Motion Carried.  I would like to thank my committee, Lion Steve Brezna and PDG Joan Milligan.  Thank You.  The newly elected District Governor was escorted back into the room by Sergeant at Arms Co Chair Lion Steve Brezna, all PDGs in attendance, and visiting dignitaries of the Lions International Family.  DG Eileen presented DGE Marylin Tosh to the assembly.  DGE Marylin Tosh made a few short remarks.  Due to illness PDG George Barna was not present at the Convention. Motion to adjourn was made by Lion Steve Brezna, second by PDG Ron Filippini.  Motion Carried. 
The Business Session concluded with Benediction by Lion Charles Warwick

Saturday April 30th District 14-W Banquet
Convention Banquet was held at the Best Western East Mountain Inn with call to order by Zone Chairman Dennis Cook with one verse of America by the assembly.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by PSCC Rich Yurish, Invocation by PDG Bob Milligan and Lions Toast by DGE Marylin Tosh.  Introduction of the head table by Master of Ceremonies Lion Judge Fred Pierantoni and remarks were given by DG Eileen Yurish and Introduction of Principal Speaker by DG Eileen.  International Director Yamandu P. Acosta spoke about his travels through Lions International and the need for a membership increase as well as what you do for lionism and for your club and why are you involved in lionism. Presentations of Awards followed and were presented by ID Yamandu Acosta and DG Eileen. Remarks were given by DGE Marylin Tosh. Benediction was given by PDG Bob Milligan.
Respectfully Submitted

Theresa Milligan

Cabinet Secretary

Theresa Milligan
