OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE 26TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF DISTRICT 14-W
Lions Clubs International

Held April 20 and April 21, 2012
East Mountain Inn, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, USA

Friday April 20, 2012 – Presidents and Secretaries Recognition and Hospitality Night

District Governor Marylin Tosh called the assembly to order and opened the 26th Annual Convention 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sergeant at Arms Chair Lion Steve Brezna followed by one verse of “America”.  Invocation was given by PDG V. Rev. Joseph Martin.  The themed event was “Take Me Back to Those Wonderful Sixties”. Following a buffet dinner DG Marylin Tosh recognized and acknowledged all of the District’s Presidents and Secretaries and presented commemorative gavels to club presidents and personalized pens to club secretaries in attendance, also DG Marylin awarded the Lion of the Year Award to Lion Steve Vitek of the Jenkins Township Lions Club, DJ “TNT” Tom Mulhern III of the Plains Lions Club provided entertainment for the evening.  
Leos attended a Pool Party with guests and advisors and feasted to a buffet dinner and met with ID Brian Sheehan and Lion Lori of the Bird Island Lions Club of Minnesota.  Fun and games were the order of the night and the Leos later joined in the fun with the Lions in the Grand Room at the “Wonderful Sixties” Festivities.
More than 70 Lions and guest attended the Friday evening themed events and more than 20 Leos attended the Sixties Pool Party.

Saturday, April 21, 2012 – Registrations continued throughout the morning until early afternoon. Certification of Delegates was closed at 1:00 pm.  A Presentation by ID Brian Sheehan was held from 10:00 to 11:00 am with Lion Lori assisting followed by a question and answer session.
Necrology Service began at 1:00 pm and Invocation was given by Rev. Charles Warwick. Vocal accompaniment was by the Holy Redeemer Choir under the direction of Ann Manganello, Scripture Reading was given by Rev. Charles Warwick and Memorial Address was given by Rev. Michael Kloton followed by the Lions Service and Ceremony. Explanation of the Ceremony was given by Lion Jasper Reggie and he read the names of deceased Lions.  A single long stemmed rose and program were presented to family members and/or club members in attendance. Benediction was given by Rev. Charles Warwick
Saturday, April 21, 2012 Business Session
The Business Session was called to order by Convention Co-Chair, Region 2 Zone A Chair Marina Martin.  All Past District Governors in attendance and District Governor Marylin Tosh were escorted into the meeting room.  One verse of America was sung by the assembly and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lion Steve Brezna.  Invocation was given by PDG V. Rev. Joseph Martin.  Protocol was established by Region 2 Zone A Chair Marina Martin and the Introduction of DG Marylin Tosh.  Following brief remarks, including thanks to everyone in attendance, DG Marylin introduced ID Brian Sheehan of Bird Island, Minnesota. ID Brian gave brief remarks and DG Marylin also introduced SCC Cindy Gregg who also gave brief remarks.
Rules of Procedure Report was given by Steve Brezna and he stated that the rules have been published in the Call to Convention and the District Newsletter and all clubs should have received copies.  Additional copies have been placed on the chairs and the rules have not changed over the past few years. Steve asked if there were any questions on the rules, and there being none made a motion that the Rules of Procedure be accepted as the Official Rules for the Convention.  Motion was seconded by PDG Walter Bechtold. Motion Carried.
Registration Report was given by Lion Tom Major, Registration Committee Chair.  There are 64 Lions registered, 18 PDGs, 22 Leos and 17 Guests for a total attendance of 121.  I would like to thank the members of the Registration Committee for their help which consisted of Earl Bisbing, and Frank Jones. This concludes the Registration Report of the 26th Convention of District 14-W. Lion Tom Major stated I would like to move for a motion to accept this report and motion was seconded by Steve Brezna.  Motion Carried.
Credentials Preliminary Report was given by PDG Ron Filippini.  The Credentials Committee met at 12:30 pm and has certified 30 delegates and 8 alternates.  This is our preliminary report and I would like to thank the Committee of Rich Kilvitis, Mary Kilvitis and Chester Stanski and we will get back to you with a final report later.
Resolutions Committee Report, Lion Judge Fred Pierantoni, stated there are three resolutions.
1. WHEREAS, the Lions of District 14 W are members of Lions Clubs International, the world’s largest service club organization with 1.35 million members in 45,000 clubs in 205 countries and geographic areas, and Whereas, the Lions of District 14 W are conducting their 26th Annual Convention on April 20 and 21st, BE IT RESOLVED, that Governor Marylin Tosh, Vice District Governor Dennis Cook and all Lions are cordially welcomed and recognized for their service and dedication to their community. Signed, Fred A Pierantoni, Resolutions Committee.
 2. WHEREAS, The Lions of District 14 W are gathered for their 26th Annual Convention, AND WHEREAS, the Lions of District 14 W are honored to be joined by State Council Chair Cindy Gregg and her husband PDG Tom Gregg of District 14-E. Belle Vernon. Pennsylvania, as she and her husband visit all Districts in the Commonwealth, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED, that the Lions of District 14 W support our State Council Chair and join with her in spreading Lionism throughout our community and furthering the work of International President Dr. Tam and his global campaign – “Protecting the Environment”. Respectfully Submitted Fred A Pierantoni, Resolutions Committee. 
3. WHEREAS, the Lions of District 14 W are gathered for their 26th annual convention, AND WHEREAS, International Director Brian E. Sheehan, from Bird Island, Minnesota, was elected to serve a two year term as a Director of the International Association of Lions Clubs at the Associations 94th International Convention held in Seattle, Washington on July 4, 2011, AND WHEREAS, Director Sheehan is a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow who has earned three International President’s Certificates of Appreciation, an International President’s Leadership Award and the Founders Membership Growth Award, AND WHEREAS, International Director Sheehan has taken time from his global duties to attend, address and inspire the Lions of District 14 W.  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED Governor Marylin Mimi Tosh and all Lions of District 14 W cordially welcome International Director Sheehan and his wife, Lori, and thank him for his inspiration and vow to serve with him in the spirit of our founder, Melvin Jones.  By: Governor Marylin Tosh, and Fred A Pierantoni, Resolutions Committee. 
DG Mimi moved for acceptance of these resolutions and PDG Bob Milligan seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried.
Constitution and By Laws Committee Report by PDG Walter Bechtold, “Governor Mimi, delegates, distinguished guests and fellow Lions. The Constitution and By-Laws Committee has met, through phone, email and personally and considered all the resolutions presented to the Committee.  The resolutions meet the requirements stated in the District Constitution and By-Laws, Article VIII, Section 2, and were delivered by mail to all secretaries and presidents of the Lions Clubs in the District. 
 Resolution Number 1 – Place on the ballot to change the District Constitution by deleting: Article VI, Section 1A. Article VII, Section 2 and First Sentence of Section 3.  Article XII, Section 1, the second sentence the reference “From the Counselors Association”. 
Note: to change the Constitution requires a 2/3 majority of votes cast in order to pass. 
Resolution Number 2 – Place on the ballot to change the District By Laws by deleting:  Article VII Section 3 and Section 5, Article X, Section 3.  
Note: to change the By Laws requires a simple majority (half plus 1) of votes cast in order to pass.  Since the changes to the By Laws were recommended to Committee by the District Cabinet, they do not need a motion, a second, or a vote to be placed on the ballot.   PDG Bechtold moved to place Resolution number 1 on the ballot. Andy Piskel seconded the motion. There were 3 nay votes. Motion carried.  PDG Walter Bechtold moved for acceptance of this report.  Tom Majors seconded the motion, all in favor, motion carried. 
Respectfully Submitted

PDG Walter Bechtold

PDG Bechtold stated that his personal recommendation was to vote no to all counts and explained his reasons on all counts. PDG Bob Milligan asked what recommendation the committee had formed and PDG Walter Bechtold stated that the committee made no recommendation.  PDG Ron Filippini also presented an observation on the proposals for the constitution and by laws changes and stated his personal opinion is a no vote for all counts.
Election Report PVDG Paul Rose, protocol being established I will proceed with the Elections Committee Report.   There is one candidate for the office of District Governor, Lion Dennis Cook of the Kingston Lions Club. The International Constitution and By Laws require that we vote by written ballot. The voting will take place in the Pennsylvania Room across the hall and the room will remain open until voting is complete. I want to thank the members of the Elections Committee, PDG Joan Milligan, Harry Besecker, and Marina Martin for their time, effort and cooperation.   I, Paul Rose, move for acceptance of this report.  District Governor Mimi asked for a second to this motion. Motion was seconded by Tom Major, all in favor, motion carried.
Nominating and Seconding Speeches - PDG Jeff Katra, I will now start the nominating speeches for District Governor.  Would Sergeant of Arms Steve Brezna please escort our nominee for District Governor Lion Dennis Cook out of the room. Nominating speech was given by Lion Dr. Bill McLaughlin of the Kingston Lions Club. Seconding speech was given by PDG Eileen Yurish of the JLW Mountain Laurel Lions Club. PDG Jeff asked for acceptance of the nominating and seconding speeches for Lion Dennis Cook for the office of District Governor. Motion was seconded by Fred Pierantoni.  Motion carried,
Credentials Committee Final Report PDG Ron Filippini - District Governor Mimi, delegates, alternates, distinguished guests and fellow Lions, The Credentials Committee has prepared a final report for the convention.  The committee has certified 34 delegates, and 4 alternates.  I wish to thank the committee for their time, effort and cooperation. I also wish to thank all those attending the convention for their cooperation and for assisting the committee.  This concludes the report of the Credentials Committee for this convention.  Again I would like to thank the members of the committee Richard Kilvitis, Mary Kilvitis, and Chester Stanski. PDG Ron made a motion to accept the report of the Credentials Committee.  Motion was seconded by Tom Mulhern. All in favor, motion carried.
District Governor Mimi asks for a motion to recess for voting.  Motion was made by Tom Major and seconded by Dave Roberts.  All in favor, motion carried.
District Governor Mimi reconvened the Business Session at 3:17 pm. and called for a report of the Elections Committee.

Election Committee Chair PVDG Paul Rose gave the Report of the Voting, DG Mimi, delegates and alternates, distinguished guests, and fellow Lions.  The votes have been tabulated and the committee reports that Dennis Cook of the Kingston Lions Club received the highest number of votes from the delegates and has been elected District Governor of District 14-W for the 2012-2013 Lions year. On the vote for the changes to the Constitution and By Laws, Article 1 the vote was no, Article 2 the vote was no, Article 3 the vote was no, Article 4 the vote was no, and Article 5 the vote was no.  I want to thank the Election Committee members: PDG Joan Milligan, Harry Besecker, and Marina Martin for their time, effort and service.  PVDG Paul asked for a motion to accept the report of the Elections Committee.  Motion was made by PDG Joan Milligan and seconded by Marina Martin.  All in favor, motion carried.  
Newly elected District Governor Dennis Cook is escorted back into the meeting room by Sergeant-at-Arms Steve Brezna, all PDG’s in attendance, PA International Family and visiting dignitaries.  DG Mimi introduces DGE Dennis Cook to the assembled Lions and Dignitaries.  At this time DGE Dennis gave short remarks.

Benediction was given by V. Rev. Father Joseph Martin.

Motion to adjourn was made by V. Rev. Father Joseph Martin and seconded by PDG Chris Kalmanovich.

Motion carried.
Saturday April 21, 2012 District 14-W Banquet
Convention Banquet was held at the Best Western East Mountain Inn with call to order by Zone Chairman Marina Martin with one verse of America by the assembly.  Pledge of Allegiance was led by Sergeant at Arms Steve Brezna, Invocation by PDG V. Rev. Joseph Martin and Lions Toast by DGE Dennis Cook.  Introduction of the head table by ZC Marina Martin and remarks were given by DG Marylin Mimi Tosh.  Introduction of the Principal Speaker, International Director Brian Sheehan, by DG Marylin Tosh.  He spoke about his travels through Lions International and the need for a membership increase as well as what you do for lionism and for your club and why are you involved in Lionism. It included a slide show about Penguins and Lions.  Presentations of Awards followed and were presented by ID Brian Sheehan and DG Marylin Tosh. Remarks were given by DG Marylin Tosh and DGE Dennis Cook. Benediction was given by PDG V. Rev. Joseph Martin
Respectfully Submitted

Theresa Milligan

Cabinet Secretary

Theresa Milligan
