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My fellow Lions of 11-B2;

Who will be the 1,000th Lion in our district? Which club will they belong

to? As I look at our membership numbers this final morning of April, I see

that we are at 999 members in our district. Now, I fully realize that perhaps

we have already become a “four digit district” and that the club secretary

just hasn’t entered the new member into LCI just yet. But still, it is fun to

imagine all this especially given our district and state history.

The Lion year of 2008 – 2009 was a good one for the state and our district.

That year was the last year that the Lions of Michigan finished in positive

numbers for membership. The state membership rose by 90 members and

11-B2 did more than its fair share with an increase of 34 members. Since

that year, overall state membership has declined every single year. Our

district has followed that trend every year but one, 2015 – 2016 with an

increase of 10. As Vice Chair of the Lions of Michigan Council of

Governors I have access to stats for the entire state. Yesterday I sent an

email to my fellow governors inviting them to join us in FINISHING

STRONG so that our state could finish with actual membership growth for

the first time in a decade. Yesterday we were at -22, today we are at +8!

This is fantastic news.

In B2 we began this year at 945 members. Yes, we are currently showing

an increase of 54 members. I am extremely proud of everyone in our

district who has made that happen. It has not been by mere happenstance.

We have made a concerted effort to increase our membership with a focus

on women and younger members. We have also worked hard on retaining

the members we already have by utilizing simple communication

techniques and getting members, especially newer members, involved in

club activities to have a deeper sense of commitment and ownership of the

service we perform.

I chose my motto, “…the blind shall see…” because of my personal story

of being blind and now being able to see better than the average human and

because it was used in the Bible to herald a new era of greatness for God’s

people. I want this year’s membership increase to be just that, the

beginning of a new era. I will be heart-broken and surprised if this new

trend of positive membership is a one-year event for the state and our

district. I have said time and time again in my travels to our clubs that we

have the programs and we have the people to write our own destiny and be
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District Governor Cont’d.

In service,

the unparalleled provider of humanitarian service in our district and state. What we don’t currently

have and need, we will create for ourselves and our future. Our best days as Lions lie ahead of us!

This new era of greatness has also seen a literal application of my motto as your governor and I am so

pleased that this has taken place during my brief tenure as LCI’s presiding officer in 11-B2. All of us,

working together, have made it possible for Marci W. of Niles to be able to see with her new E-sight

glasses. If you want to know more about them I invite you to check them out on Google. Marci, like

me, was once blind and can now see. How awesome is that? It should make you extremely proud

that you have answered Helen Keller’s challenge to become a “Knight of the Blind”. We are special.

We make miracles happen. We make the blind see, we feed the hungry, we fight disease, and we

make our communities better and brighter. Where there is a need, there is a Lion.

This is truly a time of celebration for our district and our state but this is not the time to be complacent.

Let’s take a moment to pat ourselves on the back but let’s get right back to work for there is still much

to do. The needs in our communities will not stop just because we have had some success. The needs

of our communities won’t stop and neither will we!



Special Report from the Governor and his Cabinet concerning District Surplus Funds

History and Cause

The biggest reason for this extra money in our account is the dues structure which designates

money to be used to send the outgoing district governor to Lions Clubs International

Convention. I do not know the exact year this practice stopped. However, as the locales

became more and more international in flavor and expensive, it was decided that this practice

would stop. I have no intention of going to Milan on the district’s dime! This year’s price tag

for going to Italy is around $5, 600.

In addition to the accruing of this revenue, we have been especially good stewards of your

money. We run a zero-sum budget. Conventions are designed to break even. It is hard to chip

into the extra money by doing this.

What we’ve done.

--As a district, at the business meeting during our convention on March 23rd, we agreed to spend

the necessary funds to pay off the balance of E-Sight glasses for Marci W. of Niles. These run

about $10,000 but we got them for about half of that. The total that was actually spent: $2,720.

--At the March 24th Cabinet Meeting we had a discussion about extra expense that might accrue

from Camp Leo being forced to be at a location other than Crystal Springs Camp. The United

Methodist Camp Board suddenly decided to shutter Crystal Springs. After discussion, a motion

was made and approved to spend up to $4,000 on Camp Leo to cover any additional costs

and/or to provide for a full extra day of camping.

What we are going to do.

I saw lots of head nodding as I spoke about this extra money at our business meeting and how

all of us on the cabinet had discussed it and are in complete agreement that this money belongs

to the members of our district. Therefore, this surplus should be used to help the clubs in our

district to serve. I mentioned how we discussed “mini-grants” for service projects that could be

used by clubs with a great service idea but a lack of funds to make it happen. Even with a

general consensus of nodding heads at the business meeting, the Cabinet was of the opinion that

since this money belongs to the entire district that we all would be better served to have input

from across the district in deciding the fate of these funds. The Cabinet has approved the

creation of an Ad-Hoc Committee being formed with a representative from each of the 6 zones

in 11-B2. In the next few weeks, DGE John Postelli will have named the members of this

committee and they will be ready and they can meet publicly NOW with my blessing and best

wishes for a plan that will be presented to the District Cabinet for approval in the 2019 – 2020

District Budget.



DGE John Postelli

Dear Lions:

I daily try to magnify my desire to give more of my heart to service. I thought long and hard 

about what I could say to help fan the flames for service in all of us when I realized that the 

words of many great inspirational voices have already said it best: 

“Wherever you turn, you can find someone who needs you. Even if it is a little thing, do 

something for which there is no pay but the privilege of doing it. Remember, you don’t live in 

the world all of your own.”

~Albert Schweitzer

“Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree 

to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve…. You don’t have to 

know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of 

grace. A soul generated by love.”

~Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.”

~Albert Einstein

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”

~Elizabeth Andrew

“You make a living by what you get. You make a life by what you give.”

~Winston Churchill

“The meaning of life is to find our gift. The purpose of life is to give it away.”

~William Shakespeare

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 

indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

~Margaret Mead

“One person can make a difference, and every person must try.”

~John F. Kennedy

Eight inspirational truths which can serve as the building blocks of our service! Lions 

change lives, our community and the world by one act of service at a time. Thank you for 

your service!

LION JOHN
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1st VDGE Julie Mayuiers

When opportunities arise I believe in taking advantage of them…….

Just last week one of those opportunities came to me as PDG Jeff’s gallbladder

decided it was time to flare up so we spent 5 days at Bronson Hospital.

Needless to say I had some extra time on my hands while he was undergoing

numerous tests and surgeries. I thought maybe our son Dr. Mayuiers would like

to see the Pediatric Oncology/Hematology Unit with me and meet my new friend

Heather Oestrike who spoke at our District Convention and see if she had time to

take us on a quick tour. Well timing didn’t work out and Matt had to return to his

job before Heather and I could make this all work out but I was able to get my

tour.

Heather took me through the beautifully painted hallways of the pediatrics wing

where the murals are all painted in bright cheerful colors of various animals,

scenes, magic and fairy tales that are sure to help lift the spirits of these children.

Some of the treatment rooms are painted in similar motifs as well as some of the

rooms they stay in. These paintings are either in memory of someone or

donated by families of children that have been patients there or just people that

care enough to want to see a smile on a child’s face and help them face

whatever fears they may have when they enter the hospital.

They have a huge playroom that they are currently looking at remodeling but the

items in the room have to be able to withstand the constant sanitizing

requirements. Someone asked why they just couldn’t go to the local home

improvement store and pick up cabinets, etc. and replace in the rooms and the

answer was that they have to be made of special materials to be able to

withstand the constant cleaning to keep things safe for the children. Hence the

amazing costs of such items. Who knows maybe we can tackle another project

to help them out with some of these needs.

L-R: Heather Oestrike, 

Lion Julie, Child Life 

Specialist Morgan King 



1st VDGE Julie Mayuiers

Lion Julie

The Manager of Nursing for the Pediatric Unit Nathan Vemich took us on a tour

of the unit where we met Dr. Michael Leinwand one of the pediatric surgeons

who was off and running to his next appointment. His bubbly personality would

surely help ease some of the fears these children and their families have being in

this facility.

This was an amazing opportunity that I am so glad I took advantage of and will

never forget. Thank you all once again for your generosity in providing crafts

and supplies for the Bronson Pediatric Oncology and Hematology Department at

Bronson Hospital this year. Your generosity is what touched my heart so deeply

that made me decide to take this one step further and take a mini tour of this

amazing facility and all that is has to offer for the kiddo’s and their families.

I ask what other items could they use support with besides the arts/crafts we

have donated and these are just a few that they are looking for community

support with:

•The remodel of the playroom for inpatients

•Blue Ray players for All In-Patient Rooms in the Children’s Hospital

•Support for a new, state of the art Crib

•Ongoing support of “Surgery Bears” given by Child Life prior to a child going into 

surgery (these are specific stuffed animals that we purchase)

•Sending our Pediatric Oncology Patients to a special summer camp

Heather offered to see if groups of 5 – 7 people could take pre-arranged tours of

the facility as well. So if you are interested in seeing this amazing facility please

contact Heather Oestrike at Bronson’s Pediatric Foundation.



Club Anniversaries

Club Charter Years 

Date Old

Westside 5/1/02 17

South Haven 5/16/96 23

White Pigeon 5/29/45 74

Bloomingdale Gobles 6/6/94 25

Three Oaks 6/9/93 80

Comstock 6/11/70 49

St. Joseph 6/15/28 91

St. Joseph Twp. 6/19/81 48

Baroda 6/19/84 45









PDG George Cole of 

B2 will be honored 

this year!



GLT

As the Districts Global Team Leader I think sometimes we should all take a few

minutes and reflect on the Lion Year and where it’s taken us.

For me I feel it’s important to have definite goals. Maybe that’s because my wife

Lion Julie has taught me the value of keeping a good list. What makes that funny is

now I have too many lists.

Locating my District Leadership list I realize I still kept the “to do” list open and

never ending. I believe that was done on my part as a reminder. A reminder that

leadership itself is never complete. It remains a cycle that just keeps coming

around year after year. The one area that still stands out to me like a flashing

Vegas sign is training! The timing just didn’t work well on the last one we had

scheduled so it’s still something we need to plan on before our spring days rush into

our summer days and our endless list of date possibilities fill up one at a time. I do

believe this is one of the most important trainings we offer to help all Lions at the

Club level. I promise attending it will make a positive difference in your Lion Year.

For all of you who wished me well during my recent argument I had with my

gallbladder, I thank you….it is now listed as MIA and I am told I will be all the better

without it.

And to all of you Lions…..You are Leaders already……LEAD ON!!!

GLT Jeff













Bangor Lions Club



Bangor Lions Club

Shine ‘em up and bring ‘em out!!!



Benton Harbor Fairplain Lions Club



Buchanan- Galien Lions Club

The Mountain of 28,242 glasses” - collected this 

year

Eyeglass Challenge Chairman 

and MC Lion Lewis Lambert

Lions Zone 3 Chair Elvie Marfil accepted the 

award for the Kalamazoo Westside Lions

Entertainer Dino Di Augustino
Grand Rapids Eyeglass 

Chairman Brent Spoelspra
The Winners- Portage Lions” and 

Lions Lewis Lambert and Brent 

Spoelspra

Lions Zone 4 Chair Dave Clark accepted 

awards for the St Joseph City and St. Joseph 

Township Lions



Buchanan- Galien Lions Club

Great Eye Glass Challenge 2019 
 
The “Great Eye Glass Challenge” was hosted by the Buchanan/Galien Lions club on 
Saturday April 13, 2019 at the Community of Christ church in Galien, Michigan.  
 
The Challenge is held every year with District 11-B2 Lions Clubs collecting, sorting, 
counting, and bringing their collection to the event where awards and prizes are 
presented to participating clubs.  
 
Activities began at 9:00 a.m. with a breakfast and fellow Lions sharing stories with each 
other while the boxes of used eye glasses were stacked up on the sidewalk outside. 
About 9:30, host and Master of Ceremonies Lion Lewis Lambert introduced Dino Di 
Augustino who played and sang a few memorable songs for those attending. Lion Lewis 
then shared some stories and facts about how the Great Eye Glass Challenge was 
started 27 years ago. To date, the District 11-B2 Lions have collected over 500,000 
pairs of used glasses to be processed and fed into a service project reaching far beyond 
the small town of Galien and the Lions Club who had this vision. 
 
Lion Brent from the Grand Rapids Lions Club shared many more details about how their 
team prepares the glasses for week long service trips to other countries where the 
glasses are fitted by the vision team to those in need. These Lion mission trips happen 
two or three times per year, and each trip is supplied with 8,000 pairs of glasses with 
none returning back to the United States.  
 
This year, 28 members (representing 10 different clubs) attended the Challenge and 
brought in used glasses because their club shared in this vision of service. 

 
Awards presented were: 
 
1st   KING OF THE JUNGLE    Portage Lions                         698.8 pairs per member                   
                                                                                                 (total of 6,988 collected) 

 
2nd  MAKING THE LEAP         Kalamazoo West Side Lions  182.7 pairs per member  
                                                                                                  (total of 6,029 collected) 
  
3rd   LYING IN WAIT                St Joseph Township Lions      130.6 pairs per member   
                                                                                                 (total of 3,656 collected) 
 
4th   CUB AWARD                    St Joseph City Lions              14.5 pairs per member   
                                                                                                  (total of 983 collected) 
 
Most Glasses By a Club          Portage Lions                          6,988 pair 
 
Total count of glasses turned in for the day: 28,242.  
Total count of glasses turned in over the 27 year history: 589,459 

TIME TO START COLLECTING GLASSES FOR NEXT YEAR! If you have any used 

glasses- drop them in any local Lions collection box or just give them to a Lion member.



Buchanan- Galien Lions Club

Buchanan Easter Egg Hunt- sponsored by the Buchanan Leo Club- held on 4/20/19

Leo’s and Peter Rabbit 

Buchanan Leo’s and Advisors The Field Set With Over 8,000 Eggs

The Crowd Gathers The Hunt Is On

Miss Buchanan and Court and prizes





Buchanan- Galien Leos



Buchanan- Galien Leos



Centreville Lions Club



Centreville Lions Club



Coloma Lioness Lions

The Berrien Community Foundation recently spoke at a meeting of The Coloma Lioness Lions

Club about the “Back to School” event for the Coloma and Watervliet communities to be held

on Saturday, August 10, 2019, from 10 – 2 pm at Midway Baptist Church. Families would be

able to receive backpacks filled with school supplies and have access to other services to

prepare them for the onset of the school year. The one-day event would distribute over 750

backpacks at the one-day event, which would also provide free vaccinations from the Berrien

County Health Department, and a mobile food pantry would be on-site, as well as other

community resource agencies. Members of the Coloma Lioness Lions Club will help fill the

back packs and be on hand to assist with the hand-outs. The club has also contributed

monetarily to help reach as many in need as possible. Also in the planning stage, is a

coordinated school supply drive through the North Berrien communities. The collected

supplies would be delivered to the schools for the teachers’ access during the school year.

Pictured below (on the left) is Sue Matheny, Program Manager for the Berrien Community

Foundation, and (right) Lisa Cripps-Downey, President of the Foundation.



Covert Township Lions Club

Covert Township Lions prepare food boxes for April 13th distribution



Edwardsburg Lions



Edwardsburg Leos



Edwardsburg Leos



Kalamazoo Westside Lions



Kalamazoo Westside Lions



Kal Haven Trail Lions

Great Eye Glass Challenge in Galien and District GMDC Visits

Kal Haven Lion Kathy 

Richardson unloads Kal Haven 

Glasses at the 27th annual Great 

Eyeglass Challenge in Galien.

The goal of collecting 20,000 pairs of glasses was shattered when clubs donated over

28,000 pairs. It was estimated that over 500,000 pairs of glasses have been donated over

the last 27 years and 50,000 people have been served by the project. Representatives from

the Grand Rapids Lions were on hand to receive our district’s donations.

Collected glasses are taken to Grand Rapids where club members sort and measure

prescriptions. Every year the sorted glasses end up in a different country where a team of

volunteers dispense them. Last year people in Jamaica were served.

In Galien, this year, 10 district clubs participated in the donation contest. Kal Haven

donated 1179 glasses for and average of 84 per member. In 3rd place was St Joseph Twp

Lions at 130.6 pair per member: 2nd place was Westside Kalamazoo at 182 pair per

member and 1st place was Portage with 698 pair per member. Portage turned in 6,988 pairs

of glasses!

Global Membership District Coordinator, Lion Rick Young, shared ideas on growing your

Lions Clubs. Lion Rick had stacks of pamphlets, and Lions International learning materials

from advertising to web site use to aid in increasing membership. Lion Rick receives a Kal

Haven banner from President Lion Rob Fergeson



Lawrence Leos Club

We have held 2 food drives where the proceeds went to Eleanor’s Pantry. We are 

getting ready to start, April 18, a Coloring against Cancer which is a donation box we 

are setting up to collect crafting materials, coloring books, crayons, coloring books, etc. 

After this donation drive we are starting another one with pop can tabs for the Ronald 

McDonald Hospital Homes for those whose family members are in nearby hospitals to 

stay in for free. We will collect JUST the tabs in which the Ronald McDonald foundation 

will turn into money. 

Wednesday, April 24th we inducted our new officers.



Paw Paw Club





Portage Lions Club



St. Joseph City Lions Club



Three Rivers Lions Club 



Three Rivers Lions Club 

Lion Paul Judsen was selected as the Three

Rivers Lions Club Bruce C Snook Citizen of the

Year. Lion Paul will be honored on Tuesday, May

28th at Pineview Golf Club. Cocktails 5:30 –

dinner 6:00. Tickets are $25 and available at

Ridgeway Floral or contact Lion Julie Mayuiers.

No tickets available at the door.

Our building and grounds have been under

some updates lately. Lions Gary Reames, Tom

and Brenda McWatters, Jeff and Julie Mayuiers

put in a long weekend of remodeling the two

restrooms and partial kitchen remodel in

addition to cleaning up outside, re-roping our

flag poles, replacing the lighted sign at the

road, and placing a new sign on the building

itself.

Drain Commissioner Jeff Wenzel gave a 

presentation St. Joseph County Drain 

Commission responsibilities April 9.

Ron Hooker of St. Joseph County

Literacy Council was our speaker on April

23. 30 years ago began the 1st Three

Rivers Literacy Council. They have 35-50

volunteers with a main office in

Centreville. Teach adults to read, offer

free tutoring and be 18 years of age and

older. Must be a St. Joseph County

resident. They offer one-on-one tutoring

in public places for one hour a week.

They are always looking for new

readers/volunteers.

Our own little 

Bunny…I mean 

Lion Brenda



Items you may know someone 
is needing and your club would 

like to donate.
Club Contact Phone Item(s)

Sister Lakes Judy Pullins Walker, 
wheelchair, 
canes

If your club has items they’d like added to the list 

please email jumayuiers@gmail.com

mailto:jumayuiers@gmail.com


Upcoming Events to add to 
your calendar!!

Don’t see your event listed here….email flyers and details at least one 

month in advance to  jumayuiers@gmail.com to have it included.

May

3:   Three Rivers Spaghetti dinner fundraiser – flyer in Beacon

4:   Portage Lions Paddle Auction – flyer in Beacon

11: Buchanan-Galien Trivia Night – flyer in Beacon

16-18: MD 11 State Convention – flyers in Beacon

18: Kalamazoo Westside Golf Outing – flyer in Beacon

June

1: Cabinet Meeting – TBD

1: Benton Harbor-Fairplain Spaghetti Dinner – flyer in Beacon

1: Centreville Pancake Breakfast – flyer in Beacon

8: Paw Paw Golf outing – flyer in Beacon

10: Bangor Golf Outing – Paw Paw Lakes Golf Course – flyer in Beacon

14-16: Three Rivers Ox Roast

16: Three Rivers Turtle Derby

July

13: Covered Bridge Days Centreville Lions Pancake Breakfast 8-11A – flyer in Beacon

August

3:  Lions of Michigan Service Foundation Hall of Fame Banquet – District 11B2 will be 

honoring PDG Lion George Cole former member of the Three Rivers Club - flyer in 

Beacon

September

19-21: USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Spokane, WA – flyer in Beacon

mailto:jumayuier@gmail.com


Please note that the new Cabinet Secretary is Tammie
Grabowski. Please send all obituaries to her for
distribution to the District. cheftammie@gmail.com

Please click on the following links to access 

further information on these topics.

Lions of Michigan http://lionsofmi.com/

Lions Pride http://lionsofmi.com/lion-pride/

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation 

https://www.lmsf.net/

http://lionsofmi.com/
http://lionsofmi.com/lion-pride/
https://www.lmsf.net/


Asking for your help…

Let everyone know if you have a club member needing 
support with a Get Well Wish, Condolence or 
Congratulations.

Please email me jumayuiers@gmail.com with members 
name, address, phone, hospital, reason, whatever you’d like 
to provide and I will publish in the B2 Beacon for the District 
to support them with well wishes, prayers, condolences or 
whatever.

Please keep PDG Marsha Brown and PDG Jeff Mayuiers in your thoughts 

and prayers as they continues to heal.

PDG Marsha Brown

46495 30th St.

Paw Paw, MI 49079

PDG Jeff Mayuiers

23250 Van Resort Drive

Mendon, MI 49072

mailto:jumayuiers@gmail.com


I recently wondered where some of the photos and stories were coming

from that were published in the Lions Pride from our district so I reached

out to the State Office only to be told that if they don’t have enough

submissions they have to go searching on FB and websites for things to

fill the pages with. I have heard numerous times “why doesn’t our club

ever appear in the Lions Pride”. Well the answer is quite simple. If your

PR person doesn’t send me the information for the B2 Beacon then I

don’t know about it to submit to the Lions Pride.

So……..Club Presidents
PLEASE have your PR person email me so I have their contact

information and we can keep in touch to share your club happenings,

both past month and future. This is especially important with upcoming

events so we can include on the next few months calendar and

hopefully encourage Lions from other clubs to attend your events also.

Attending other clubs events also provides your clubs with new ideas.

The more eyes that see your events the better attendance you will

have!!!

Flyers for future events need to be to me the sooner the better. It’s

always good to post at least a month in advance but no later than the

15th of the month for next months publication.

Julie Mayuiers

jumayuiers@gmail.com



B2 Beacon Editor

Be sure to email me everyone in your club that would like to receive the electronic B2 Beacon
and I will be happy to add them to the list. If your email changes be sure to let me know also.

We want to know what your club has been up to so please send articles in Word (.doc or
.docx are best) and photos as .jpgs separately whenever possible.

Deadline is the 28th of the month to receive information for publishing in the next month’s
newsletter. If you know you will have something to submit on an event happening between the
28th and end of the month please let me know by the 28th and I will hold off finalizing until I
receive your information. I would like to have the final edition published by the end of the first
week of every month.

All flyers for events that you’d like included in the B2 Beacon must be sent to me at minimum
45 days prior to event and especially important if event if happening in first 10 days of the
month. There will no longer be separate emails with flyers and event information being sent
out.

NOTE: Submissions for Lions Pride Magazine are also now to be submitted to Julie Mayuiers
who will then submit articles to Lions Pride Magazine. Please do not send anything directly
to the magazine.

Julie Mayuiers
B2Beacon & Lions Pride District Editor

jumayuiers@gmail.com P: 269-254-1938

Recycle your Lions Pride and Lions Magazine by cutting out your mailing label

or covering it with a white label with your clubs contact information.  Then place 

them in your local library, doctors offices, etc. and try and recruit new

members this way.  Also place a label on a copy of the B2 Beacon and leave in 

the same locations to encourage others to see what Lions are all about and

how WE SERVE!!!

District Web Page

www.e-district.org/sites/11b2

Webmaster – Julie Mayuiers

When events are posted on the District Calendar, a flyer for that event can be linked to 

that posting.  When your club has an event to post on the calendar, just send the flyer to 

jumayuiers@gmail.com.  Julie will use the information for the calendar and put up the 

link to the flyer….it is that simple.  The catch is that the flyer can only be accepted as 

a .pdf, no other format will work.

mailto:jumayuiers@gmail.com
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11b2
mailto:jumayuiers@gmail.com

