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From the desk of the Governor

Happy New Year everyone!!!

I’m hoping everyone had a Merry Christmas with your families.

It was definitely a Christmas to remember with many families

not gathering. Jeff and I had a quite Christmas as we stayed

home and cancelled getting all our kids and grandkids together

this year. To us It just wasn’t worth the risk of one of us

possibly passing something on to the rest of our family. So now

we are in the process of delivering the last two of our family’s

gifts.

I know this is a very busy time of year for many with our clubs

distributing food and toys to many families in need. That need

was much greater this year due to the many that lost their jobs

or have had their hours cut back due to the pandemic. I want to

thank each and every one of you for giving of your time and

efforts to make the holidays a little brighter for all those that we

helped. I know personally the smiles that Jeff and I see on

those faces receiving the items is priceless.

Every club has faced the same challenges in 2020 with not

being able to meet in person and serve like we are used to but I

want us all to look forward to 2021 and think positive that things

will change. We have the vaccine that is now being distributed,

and need I say that we should be extremely proud that one of

our own
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District Governor Julie Mayuiers Cont’d.

businesses in our district, Pfizer, was able to come up with that vaccine to start

things off. Many hats off to those workers at Pfizer for their efforts. We need to

get back to serving our communities the best that we can. I encourage your clubs

to meet virtually until we can meet in person again. By doing this it does a couple

of things. It keeps us in touch with each other and allows us to brainstorm on how

we can still serve. For some this might be the only communication with others

that they have.

I have emailed and snail mailed every club president and emailed club secretaries

asking them to let me know what your club is doing, if you are meeting in person

(following orders of course) or meeting virtually, when, where and how you are

meeting. I’d like to join in on the virtual meetings if possible.

Many have asked what the district is going to do to support our projects since we

didn’t have the usual Fall Projects Night. That will be a discussion topic for our

Cabinet Meeting on January 9th so stay tuned for details. I’ve been in contact with

International Director Steve Thornton who I asked to be our guest at our District

Convention in April and he has encouraged me to continue planning as it’s easier

to cancel and switch to virtual than it is to try and start from scratch later. So the

Cabinet will be busy with that as well.

First Vice District Governor Karol is looking for Lions to step up and fill the many

Cabinet positions that will be open for next year. We need new Lions to step up

as LCI has changed some rules and not allowing Lions to serve in the same

capacity on Cabinets as in the past. We especially need Lions to serve as future

District Governors. I ask that you please consider helping the district and contact

Lion Karol to answer any questions you may have on any of the Cabinet positions

she has open.

In closing please know that I am available to join your clubs meetings as well as

any of our Cabinet members….all you have to do is ask. We are all here to

answer any questions you may have.

Have a safe and Happy New Year and most of all THANK YOU for all you have

done and continue to do!!



Governor’s Calendar

2021

January

9: Cabinet Meeting – via Zoom @ 8:00 am

February

25 – 26: Council of Governor’s – Holiday Inn, Mt. Pleasant

26 – 27: Michigan Forum - Virtual

April

23 & 24: B2 District Convention – Four Points by Sheraton in Kalamazoo

25: District Cabinet meeting @ 9:00 am Four Points by Sheraton 

May

20 & 21: Council of Governor’s – DoubleTree by Hilton, Holland

21 & 22: State Convention – DoubleTree by Hilton, Holland



Club Anniversaries

Club Charter Years 

Date Old

Portage 1/23/61 60

Marcellus 2/2/70 51



1st VDG Karol Chopp

Happy New year! Let us get started out right, now is the time to evaluate

your community needs and see where you are needed the most.

We can serve during a pandemic; many clubs are finding ways to do this

by either virtual events and fundraising or wearing their masks and limiting

the numbers.

So, with that serving goes reporting. Please report on MyLion, they have

changed it to make it easier to report. You need to remember to report

monthly. No changes in what you are doing, or new members, you still

need to record this. Anyone in the club can put in projects but only the

President, Secretary and the LCI representative for your club can report. If

you need help reporting, you can contact DG Julie or myself.

Club president and secretaries, PLEASE, let me know when you are

having meeting virtual or in person. I need to get into clubs, I want you all

to get to know me on a more personal level.

As always, feel free to contact me if there is anything, I can do for you!

Yours in service,

VDG Karol Chopp



Dear Lions,

We all have heard the quote of Theologian Thomas Fuller: “It is

always the darkest before the dawn”. The quote relies on the idea that
“The sun will rise”. The question for us as Lions is - “What will we do

with the new day?”

“Opportunity knocks”. Will we answer its call? It is time to plan

what we will be! Time to fine tune our service to meet the
ever-changing post COVID 19 needs in our community. Our
neighbors need us now more than ever. Our service goals are still
the same- feed the hungry, help the blind, care for the young and
seniors, eradicate disease, clean our environment, showing our
compassion and love.

Lion leaders- it is time to take action. Begin the discussion. Ask
“How do we move forward from here?”. Plan
safely. Be ready to hit the ground running.
No army ever won a battle without a careful battle plan. What is
the battle plan for your Lions Club? I urge you to develop one as
the dawn will soon be upon us!

Sharing in Service,

Lion John Postelli

Immediate Past District Governor



GLT

Let’s Play a Game?

Let’s Play Lionopoly…..Oh sorry we can’t, no one want to be the banker, and no

one wants to be the property deeder.

Let’s Play Cards…..O sorry we can’t, no one want to shuffle or deal the cards.

Let’s Play Checkers, or chess or backgammon…..Oh sorry, we can’t, no one

wants to set up the pieces on the board.

Let’s run a relay…..Oh sorry we can’t, no one wants to hand the baton off to.

Let’s be Lions…..We can’t? Why not? No one wants to be Club President, Club

Treasurer, Club Secretary, or a Zone Chair or a member of the GAT Team or a

Vice District Governor or District Governor.

The New Year 2021 is here…..It’s time we all look ahead to the future. In doing

that my fellow Lions members, we as Lion’s need your Leadership now!! It’s

hard to shape the Leaders of tomorrow if no one’s molding the clay today. Won’t

you consider stepping up?

Your Global Leadership Chair, District GLT and MD11 Council Chair

Jeff Mayuiers



GST

Happy New Year Everyone!

It's hard to believe 2020 is over! It has been a frustrating year for our clubs, but

many have found a way to serve and continue to make a difference in our

communities. In 2021 challenge yourself further to serve more and continue to adjust

to serving during covid. Find a way to continue your usual yearly service projects

adjusted to the new covid lifestyle.

My clubs (Bangor) first service project of 2020 when all of this first started was our

drive by Easter Bunny visits. If your club usually providers an Easter Egg Hunt or

Baskets to the children in your community find a way to make it happen in 2021.

Many clubs are offering drive up meals so offer drive up Easter Baskets or treat

bags from the bunny. Most projects can still happen we just have to think outside of

the box.

Not sure of what you can do to start off 2021? I just learned about an amazing

opportunity at my December GST meeting! The Magic Yarn Project is an

organization that provides yarn wigs to kids fighting cancer. Your club can decide in

what way they are able to help whether it be a monetary donation, supplies, or

completed wigs. The website providers information on yarn needed and if able you

can send it to them cut to the size required for specific wigs. They even have

information about hosting a yarn drive! Do you have members with crochet skills? All

of the wig patterns are available on their website so members can even help make

wigs and beanies.

Check out the website for more information https://themagicyarnproject.com/ .

As usual if your club is struggling please don't hesitate to call me for help with 

ideas.

Kind Regards,

GST Lion Amy Thackston

https://themagicyarnproject.com/


GMT

Fellow Lions,

I hope you were able to enjoy the holiday season. With the New Year comes

the second half of the Lions year. Historically the second half of the Lions year

is when LCI adds new members and new clubs. This year we have been at a

disadvantage with the Pandemic. Our district added new members, but we

have also dropped members during the same time. We had many deceased

members, transferred/moved; these are out of our control. We have lost many

members to nonpayment/attendance which some these might have been in our

control. We had many lost to resigned in good standing. Now at this point,

dropped members are out pacing new members. We now have vaccines for

COVID-19 which will help slow down and end this virus. We can now see some

light at the end of the tunnel. We can turn these numbers around in this second

half. We are a team and that is how we can turn things around. I will be

attending webinars in the near future and will be sharing the information with

you in the Beacon. I’m available for questions or just to bounce ideas off.

Please if there is anything I can help you with please contact me.

Yours in Lionism

11B2 GMT

Lion Rick Young

Rickyoung.1961@gmail.com
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DAD (Defense Against Diabetes)



LMSF

There’s still plenty of time to purchase tickets for birthdays or other holidays.



LMSF

Tax time is coming…..



LMSF



LMSF



LMSF

LMSF Trustee Jeff Mayuiers is your mint 

connection.  Call him at 269.254.1936 to save on 

shipping costs as he has mints available locally.



LCIF



KidSight Screenings have been 
cancelled.  Will be reviewed 
March 1, 2021 to see if 

conditions have changed/improved 
enough to resume the program.



Buchanan- Galien Lions & Leos

In spite of COVID and having no regular club meetings -

December was a very busy month for the Buchanan-Galien Lions and Leos.

The Lions are wrapping up our 26th annual Holiday Nut and Candy sale and also

sponsored a “Hacienda Give Back” Fundraiser night on December 7th.

The club also donated 20 bags of Bridge Mix from the Nut and Candy sale to be

distributed as part of the Buchanan Meals on Wheels program.

Financial support was also made to the Galien area “Christmas for Less Fortunate” that

provided Christmas for 39 families and 66 children thanks to Lion VP Lewis Lambert and

his Galien helpers.

Since the club decided not to have a Christmas gathering- many Lions made in kind

donations to the Buchanan Lions Endowment Fund, Toys for Tots, and Redbud Area

Ministries programs instead.

We were truly saddened by the loss of our friend and long-time Treasurer Lion Russ

Stephens. He was a servant like no other- and will be missed by our entire community-

not just the Lions.

On a lighter note December 13th marked the 87th anniversary of our club that was

chartered on 12/13/33 and sponsored by the St Joseph Lions club.

As Lions we are honored to serve and for the many memories of the “ GREAT LIONS “

who served before us.

We take great pride in knowing that today we are a strong club thanks to their dedication

& hard work.

The Buchanan Leo’s have been equally busy.

With financial support from the Buchanan Lions, Buchanan Scarecrow Ladies, and the

Fisher, Skene, Kring, Roberts and Flowers families- the Leo’s adopted four families in the

Buchanan area for Christmas.

Each family received Christmas cards, gift certificates and gifts for the whole family and

will also receive a warm meal delivered to them on Christmas eve.

The Leo’s are hoping to make this “Operation: Christmas Drop” an ongoing annual event.

Also, on December 20th the Leo’s went Christmas caroling much to the delight of several

area families.

Happy New Year all!



Buchanan- Galien Lions & Leos



Coloma Lions

Coloma Lions Club presented a $500.00 donation

to Coloma's Hope Resources, our local food

bank. Coloma Lions President Lion John "Buzz"

Sternaman is presenting the check to Carol

Sternaman who is Director of Hope Resources.



Kalamazoo Westside Lions



Mattawan Lions Club

Mattawan Lions Club-

The Mattawan Lions Club helped serve around 200 families this year

for their annual teaming up with the Mattawan Area Food Pantry.

The lion spent the week beforehand sorting toys into age groups and

setting up the room for shopping. There were two days of shopping

because we had to limit the number of people in the building, but the

lions worked hard to get it done!

We had a drive thru dinner to raise money to pay for some of the items

and many of the community members donated as well as toys for tots.

After the event is over one of the lion’s members takes the toys to their

garage and lets case workers for “New Hope” an entity of the DHS as

well as case workers for the court systems for people getting out of jail

and the Domestic Violence Coalition group come and pick out items for

those kids. It is a long but wonderful few week!



The Paw Paw Community Christmas Basket Program is our signature 
project.  For more than 3 decades, we have provided enough food for two 
weeks for families in Paw Paw.  We partner with other charitable groups 
and churches to make sure no one is forgotten at Christmas.  Although we 
use the term “basket” in the name, multiple boxes, and gifts for the kids, 
are included!  This year we took care of 94 families comprised of 193 
adults and 230 children.  A total of 423!  That’s a lot of SERVICE.

With no Bingo due to Covid-19, 
we were able to use our spacious 
clubhouse for the entire project.  
It really worked out great!  

We had to deal with challenges 
like a limited number of workers 
in our building at a time along 
with mask-wearing and social 
distancing.

Sorting and packing (pictured left 
and below) were a little bit tricky 
to pull off while staying 6 feet 
away from others.  But, we 
pulled it off in record time.

Paw Paw Lions



All the prep time paid off 
when “pick up” day arrived.  
The cars lined up at 7 a.m. 
looked like the final scene 
from Field of Dreams.   All 94 
families got their Christmas 
Baskets by 10.  

This is for 
one family!



Portage Lions Club



Portage Lions Club



Richland Gull Lake Club



Three Rivers Lions Club 



Three Rivers Lions Club Cont’d 

It just goes to show how much people really appreciate 

receiving the assistance the clubs provide to their 

families.  



Three Rivers Lions Club 

The club along with the Marine Corps. League #1401 put food on the tables for over 100

families and smiles on the faces of over 150 children during their annual Christmas basket

and toy distribution. This is a 60+ year tradition for the club. The Marines collect the toys

at local businesses and then donate them to the club to help families in the Three Rivers,

Colon, Constantine, White Pigeon, Centreville and Sturgis areas. Meijer also donated

funds to purchase toys. Menard’s donates the shopping bags and the employees went

shopping this year and donated toys as well.

The Three Rivers schools have collected the non-perishable food in the past however

with schools shut down the club went through the Food Bank of Battle Creek and

purchased food and meat to distribute. Corey Lake Orchard donated bags of apples,

Walthers Potato Farm donated bags of potatoes and a local church donated cash from

their members. In addition some of the Marines also purchased food and donated.

Many other items are donated by local merchants.

Lions and their family members and friends along with the TR Girls Basketball coach and

some high school girls helped distribute all the items. The Marines take part in handing

out the bags of toys.

The club helps support this project with a Christmas newspaper that when printed is

inserted in the local paper for distribution. The club can’t thank all the local business for

their support over the years enough.



Three Rivers Lions Club 

The club received a donation of several dozen slippers from a local florist and

donated them to the Bronson Children’s Hospital over the Christmas holidays.

Club Past President and District Governor Julie Mayuiers dropped off the boxes

from her home club.



Medical Equipment Items to Loan

Contact Lion Judy Pullins, Sister Lakes Lions 

for wheelchairs, canes and crutches.  

269-277-8821 or pullins1852@gmail.com

Three Rivers has a wheelchair to loan.  

269-273-2424

Mattawan has 2 walkers and other mobility 

aids.  Contact Kim Copenaver 

partylikeabanker@yahoo.com or 269-251-

6553

mailto:pullins1852@gmail.com
mailto:partylikeabanker@yahoo.com


Upcoming Events to add to your 
calendar!!

Don’t see your event listed here….email flyers and details at least one month in 

advance to  jumayuiers@gmail.com to have it included.

Please note that all events are subject to change/cancellation 

due to COVID-19.  We encourage you to check with the 

events hosts before driving to an event.

2021

January

9: Cabinet Meeting via Zoom – 8:00 am

February

25 – 26: Council of Governor’s – Holiday Inn, Mt. Pleasant

26 – 27: Michigan Forum – Virtual

April

23 & 24: B2 District Convention – Four Points by Sheraton in Kalamazoo

25: District Cabinet meeting @ 9:00 am Four Points by Sheraton 

May

20-21: Council of Governor’s – DoubleTree by Hilton, Holland
21-22: MD 11 State Convention – DoubleTree by Hilton, Holland

mailto:jumayuier@gmail.com


Please note that the Cabinet Secretary is Sheree 

Sorensen.  Please send all obituaries to her for 

distribution to the District.    Sheree5354@gmail.com

Please click on the following links to access 

further information on these topics.

Lions of Michigan http://lionsofmi.com/

Lions Pride http://lionsofmi.com/lion-pride/

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation 

https://www.lmsf.net/

District 11 B2 has a new Facebook page (11 B2 Lions).  

Like and follow this page for all new of 11 B2.  If you want 

items posted on the Facebook page, please send them to 

Lion Tammie Grabowski at cheftammie@gmail.com

http://lionsofmi.com/
http://lionsofmi.com/lion-pride/
https://www.lmsf.net/


Asking for your help…

Let everyone know if you have a club member or family 
member needing support with a Get Well Wish, 
Condolence or Congratulations.

Please email me jumayuiers@gmail.com with members 
name, address, phone, hospital, reason, whatever you’d like 
to provide and I will publish in the B2 Beacon for the District 
to support them with well wishes, prayers, condolences or 
whatever.

Please keep these Lions and/or family members who have recently lost loved ones 

in your prayers. If you’d like to drop them a note I’ve included their addresses.

Coloma Lion John Whisler.  Cards may be sent to the Club.

Paw Paw Lion Herb Grassow passed away on December 18th.  You may remember 

Lion Herb and his dog Baxter.  Cards may be sent to his wife Donice and daughter 

Amy who is staying with her mother right now. The address is 308 East Michigan 

Ave., Paw Paw, MI 49079.

Paw Paw Lion Jim Yarbrough joined the Paw Paw Lions when the club was two 

years old. He was a lifetime member since 2005. Cards may be sent to his widow 

Norma Yarbrough at 35612 Bellware Paw Paw, 49079

mailto:jumayuiers@gmail.com


I recently wondered where some of the photos and stories were coming

from that were published in the Lions Pride from our district so I reached

out to the State Office only to be told that if they don’t have enough

submissions they have to go searching on FB and websites for things to

fill the pages with. I have heard numerous times “why doesn’t our club

ever appear in the Lions Pride”. Well the answer is quite simple. Just

ask your PR person to send me the information for the B2 Beacon so I

can submit to the Lions Pride.

So……..Club Presidents
PLEASE have your PR person email me so I have their contact

information and we can keep in touch to share your club happenings,

both past month and future. This is especially important with upcoming

events so we can include on the next few months calendar and

hopefully encourage Lions from other clubs to attend your events also.

Attending other clubs events also provides your clubs with new ideas.

The more eyes that see your events the better attendance you will

have!!!

Flyers for future events need to be to me the sooner the better. It’s

always good to post at least a month in advance but no later than the

15th of the month for next months publication.

Julie Mayuiers

jumayuiers@gmail.com



Previously there were over 300 Lions receiving the B2 Beacon in 

our District.  Since having to switch to a Mailchimp account to be 

able to send the B2 Beacon out only 126 Lions have signed up 

with Mailchimp.  It is very easy to do and we want to get the 

newsletter in the hands of as many Lions as possible to keep 

them up to date on club happenings and also what clubs have 

been doing.

Please share this information with everyone in your club so that they 

can receive the Beacon direct in their email.

Go the following website http://eepurl.com/hb2Gcf . You will see 

this screen .

Fill in the required information and press subscribe.

This will allow Mailchimp to add you to the database and me to 

send you the Beacon.  

Thanks Julie Mayuiers, B2 Beacon Editor

Mailchimp server

http://eepurl.com/hb2Gcf


B2 Beacon Editor

Be sure to email me everyone in your club that would like to receive the electronic B2 Beacon
and I will be happy to add them to the list. If your email changes be sure to let me know also.

We want to know what your club has been up to so please send articles in Word (.doc or
.docx are best) and photos as .jpgs separately whenever possible.

Deadline is the 28th of the month to receive information for publishing in the next month’s
newsletter. If you know you will have something to submit on an event happening between the
28th and end of the month, please let me know by the 28th and I will hold off finalizing until I
receive your information. I would like to have the final edition published by the end of the first
week of every month.

All flyers for events that you’d like included in the B2 Beacon must be sent to me at minimum
45 days prior to event and especially important if event if happening in first 10 days of the
month. There will no longer be separate emails with flyers and event information being sent
out.

NOTE: Submissions for Lions Pride Magazine are also now to be submitted to Julie Mayuiers
who will then submit articles to Lions Pride Magazine. Please do not send anything directly
to the magazine.

Julie Mayuiers
B2Beacon & Lions Pride District Editor

jumayuiers@gmail.com P: 269-254-1938

Recycle your Lions Pride and Lions Magazine by cutting out your mailing label

or covering it with a white label with your clubs contact information.  Then place 

them in your local library, doctor’s offices, etc. and try and recruit new

members this way.  Also place a label on a copy of the B2 Beacon and leave in 

the same locations to encourage others to see what Lions are all about and

how WE SERVE!!!

District Web Page

www.e-district.org/sites/11b2

Webmaster – Julie Mayuiers

When events are posted on the District Calendar, a flyer for that event can be linked to 

that posting.  When your club has an event to post on the calendar, just send the flyer to 

jumayuiers@gmail.com.  Julie will use the information for the calendar and put up the 

link to the flyer….it is that simple.  The catch is that the flyer can only be accepted as 

a .pdf, no other format will work.
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