
Can you all believe we are starting a new year already? 
I hope you all had a great Holiday Season & New Year! 
I'm so excited to see what 2024 bring to our Lion family 
and all of he service you will all do in your communities.

I look forward to seeing 
many of you at the District 
Wide Zone Meeting on Janu-
ary 29th at the Antwerp 
Township hall. We will have 

3 break out options to choose from this year. Kid 
Sight & Reporting training as well as a marketing 
presentation and round table discussion on how 
everyone is marketing their clubs to get and 
share ideas. Please get your RSVP to Cabinet 
Secretary Lion Tammie ASAP and let her know 
which session you plan to attend so we can pre-

pare the train-
ing and meal. If 
you haven't 
already check out the details for the Lions of 
Michigan Forum coming up in February. It 
will have a ton of amazing sessions to choose 
from and it's right here in our district!

I have been having so much fun visiting 
all of you at your clubs and look forward to 
seeing even more of you in the last half of 
my term as District Governor. Please know 
that the cabinet and myself are here to sup-
port your clubs and members however we 

can so please don't hesitate to reach out. 

Enjoy these pictures as a highlight from each club visit in JANUARY. To 
see more check out what I share on facebook! It's so hard to pick just one from 
each visit because I have so much fun at all of them. 

LIONS OF DISTRICT 11-B2 JANUARY NEWS 2024 “TOGETHER WE SERVE”

District Governor Amy Thackston
Home Club: 

South Haven Black River
South Haven, MI
(C) 616.307.0027

thackstona@gmail.com

Lion Wes Garman - Editor
Home Club: Mattawan

26891 County Road 354
Lawton, Michigan 49065

C: 269.370.4512
captcartoon@me.com

District Governor
Amy Thackston
               
thackstona@gmail.com

Global Leadership Team
IPDG Julie Mayuiers
269.254-1938
jumayuiers@gmail.com

Global Service Team
PDG Karol Chopp
269.808.1659
karolchopp@yahoo.com

Global Membership Team 
PCC Jeff Mayuiers
269.254.1936
wjmayuiers@gmail.com

Global Extension Team
PDG Fran Grabowski
269.349.7857
lionfrangrabowski@gmail.com    

Cabinet Secretary
Tammie Grabowski
269.349.7857
cheftammie@gmail.com

Cabinet Treasurer
Carol Patridge
269.808.1539
carpat@yeoandyeo.com

LCIF
PCC Don Brown
269.762.2760
donandmarsha@live.com

Z1 Chair Theresa Dunham
(H) 269.423.8749
askinnyme@hotmail.com

Z2 Chair Dan Chopp
269.998.2042
takeahike161@yahoo.com

Z3 Chair Janet Wartman
269-614-3282
jpwartman55@gmail.com
 
Z4 Chair Sarah Steffens
269.519.8159
sgs1019@gmail.com

Z5 Chair Alice Kring
269.470.0571
kring.alice@gmail.com

Z6 Chair Josh Bohm
269.506.8829
jbohm14@gmail.com

“May the beacon of hope always shine bright”

FROM THE
GOVERNOR’S DESK

 Edwardsburg

Covert where I found out my 5th 
grade teacher is a Lion.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/79863948
http://e-district.org/userfiles/205/file/Project%20Night%20Totals%2011_14_22.xlsx
https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/michigan-lions-forum-february-2023


OCTOBER CLUB VISITS
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Watervliet Kalamazoo Westside 

Portage Coloma

Sturgis



AMY’S DISTRICT CALENDAR
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For a complete look of what’s going on in District 11B-2. click on “Calendar” 
in the upper left menu on the district’s website:

https://www.e-district.org/sites/11b2/calendar.php

 
 
January

1/6 South Haven Black River Lions & Cabinet Holiday Celebration – Flyer in the Beacon.
1/9 Lawton Club Visit
1/11 St. Joseph Noon Club Meeting
1/11 Marcellus PM Club Meeting
1/17 Schoolcraft Club Visit
1/29 District Wide Zone Meeting 6pm-8pm, Mattawan Antwerp Township Hall
 
February

2/3 Cabinet Meeting 9am, Paw Paw Lions Club
2/7 South Haven Club Meeting
2/20 DG Amy PTO Meeting-unable to schedule Club visit.
2/23 Michigan Forum & Council of Governors, Kalamazoo

March
 
3/5 Colon Club Visit
3/6 South Haven Club Meeting
3/19 DG Amy PTO Meeting-unable to schedule Club visit.
3/22-3/24 District Convention, Kalamazoo

https://www.e-district.org/sites/11b2/calendar.php
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***This will be voted on at convention***
District 11-B-2 Constitution and By-Laws Proposals 2024

I. A PROPOSAL TO AMEND DISTRICT 11-B-2 BY-LAWS, ARTICLE VIII, DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
FUND, SECTION 3, DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S SPECIAL FUND

Be it resolved, that the District shall amend the District By-Laws, ARTICLE VIII, DISTRICT ADMINIS-
TRATION FUND, SECTION 3, DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S SPECIAL FUND, to read as follows (proposed 
changes in BOLD):

ARTICLE VIII

District Administration Fund

Section 3. DISTRICT GOVERNOR'S SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION REIMBURSE-
MENT FUND. Reasonable expenses of the District Governor attending the International Convention shall be 
a District Administrative expense and shall be limited to the types of expense and amounts provided or reim-
bursed by Lions International to the District Governors Elect for their attendance at the International Conven-
tion as stipulated in the Rules of Audit of Lions International.  Receipts shall be required for verification.  One 
Dollar and Fifty Cents ($1.50) or more per member from each club in the District shall be set aside each year 
from the per Capita Dues. In any fiscal year, if there is any remaining balance above the mandatory minimum 
reserve of $6,000 held exclusively for future District Governor International Convention expenses may be 
expended by the District for any District Administrative Expense or Project.

Cabinet Recommendation:  Yes

II. A PROPOSAL TO AMEND DISTRICT 11-B-2 BY-LAWS, ARTICLE IX, MISCELLANEOUS, SECTION 
1, DISTRICT GOVERNOR EXPENSES INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION:

Be it resolved, that the District shall amend the District By-Laws, ARTICLE IX, MISCELLANEOUS, 
SECTIONS 1 by deleting the section and renumbering the remaining sections of ARTICLE IX 
(proposed changes in BOLD):

ARTICLE IX

Miscellaneous

Section 1. DISTRICT GOVERNOR EXPENSES – INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. Expenses of 
the district governor in connection with his/her attending the international convention shall be considered a 
district administrative expense. Reimbursement for such expenses shall be made by the district on the same 
basis as outlined in the General Reimbursement Policy of Lions Clubs International.

Cabinet recommendation: Yes
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***Everyone please read this message sent out by international! Please note this means moving 
forward any discounted membership does not count towards your clubs membership count to 
determine the number of delegates that can vote at District, State, and International 
Conventions. This means only the head of a household if a family is taking advantage of the 
family member discount is counted for votes. Leo-Lion, students, and any other discounted 
members will no longer count.

Please also see that no member counts when determining club delegates until they have been a 
member for a full one year and one day.

Dear Club O�cer,

As you may be aware, a vote of the delegates during the 2023 international convention resulted 
in a new "Discounted Member" category.

This category includes all members paying discounted dues, such as a discounted family 
member, Leo-Lion member, student member or young adult member. Discounted members 
have all of the same rights as an active member paying full dues, but do not count towards their 
club's delegate entitlement for district, multiple district or international conventions.

In addition, during the October board meeting, a resolution was passed to update the 
interpretation of what constitutes "one year and one day." This constitutional interpretation 
adjustment now requires members to be full dues-paying members of a single club for a 
continuous period of one year and one day before they count towards their club's total delegate 
entitlement.

For members to count toward the delegate entitlement for conventions during the 2024 
calendar year, convert discounted members to a full dues-paying membership by JANUARY 
15, 2023.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter and for your leadership in serving a world 
in need.

Regards,

The Membership Development Division
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PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE
The President of the club with the highest percent of member participation in district events will 
receive free registration and meals to the March 2024 District Convention. If not attending, you can 

gift it to a member of your club that plans to attend.

Events
•  1/29 District Wide Zone Meeting (Mattawan)

Purpose: To foster friendly 

-11 

 Club with highest percentage increase in membership
 District with highest percentage increase in membership

 



The Project KidSight Team exceeded last year’s 
total of 12,535 which is amazing as we surpassed 
that total in four months.  Our total as of Decem-
ber 13th, 2023 is 15,238 students screened with 
1,494 students being referred.  The number we 
are most proud of is how many students our 
SPOT camera found as a referral because of an 
abnormality.  These are the kids that we want to 
get to an eye care professional to get help if 
needed so they can see better.  It will impact their 
life if they get the care they need as soon as possi-
ble.  
We are hoping the local Lions Club in each town 
that we are doing vision screening will send 
volunteers to help us so they too can see how 
important it is to find the students that cannot 
see well.  Then our hope is that the local Lions 
Club will have the funds in their sight fund to be 
able to help the families that are having financial 
difficulties.  If a club has a lot of families asking 
for assistance and the club does not have enough 
to help several families, then they need to contact 
the PKS Coordinators so they can seek help from 
either the district or from the State Level in Lan-
sing as there are VSP vouchers that can get the 
families to a eye doctor that will accept the VSP 
vouchers.  
We already have January dates in place for Bran-
dywine Schools and Colon MS/HS that want our 

PKS Team to come to their school to do vision 
screening.  We also have a large school in Kalam-
azoo County that we will be screening. This 
school has over 4,000 students so we will be 
reaching out to volunteers to help us as it will 
take several dates over a two-week span to screen 
all their students.  The Superintendent has been 
sick and has not worked with their schools to 
figure out what dates will work best for us to 
come in with our team. As soon as they are on the 
calendar, I will reach out to PKS volunteers to 

help with this school.
The PKS Team has worked hard over the last 
four months so Dave and I hope that everyone is 
rested up as it appears we will be busy over the 
next few months.  We set our sights on screening 
over 20,000 students by the end of the Lion year, 
if not more.  Many thanks to the devoted volun-
teers that really enjoy being a part of the PKS 
Team! 
Happy New Year Everyone!  Our hopes for 2024 
will be that it’s a great year helping kids see well!
Respectfully submitted,
Tanda & David Stiffler
PKS Coordinators

LMSF PROJECT KIDSIGHT

LIONS OF DISTRICT 11B2 JANUARY



District 11B-2 Club Service Grant Application

Application dates are JANUARY 1 and April 1 each year. Up to $300 per 
application (while money available). Will be reviewed by the committee.

If the money from the Grant is not used within 6 months, it needs to be 
returned in full to Lions District 11B-2.

• Will your club be participating in what the grant money is for/How will the 
grant be used (Example: park beautification-planting tree; hosting an event to 
raise money for building a park.)?

• Will your club be matching or using a percentage of your club’s money?

• How will you publicize what you are doing? Media sources used?

• Will this grant money be used for one of the 5 Global Causes of Lions Inter-
national (Hunger, Vision, Environment, Diabetes, Childhood Cancer Aware-
ness, Humanitarian, Youth and Disaster)?

• How will you share your success from this grant?

Please send this form to Committee Chair:

PDG Karol Chopp
8700 West OP Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
or karolchopp@yahoo.com

Club Name:                                                Date Submitted:
What is the grant being used for:





 
NEW location: Delta Marriott Kalamazoo 
2747 S 11th Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009  
Call Marriott Reservations 1-888-236-2427 using code MCG 
or call direct to the hotel 269-375-6000 using code MCG. 
Room rate $114 by 2.10.2024   
Please complete the registration form and send it along with 
a check to: Lions of Michigan  
5730 Executive Drive • Lansing, MI 48911 
Telephone 517-887-6640 or Fax 517-887-6642 
 
Name ______________________________________ 
Address____________________________________ 
___________________________________________  
Club Name__________________________________ 
District_____________________________________ 
Contact Phone_______________________________  
Email______________________________________ 
 
Names of Registrants 
1._________________________________________ 
2._________________________________________ 
 
Register online at www.lionsofmi.com 
 
# ____ Registrants at $50.00/person* =   $________                
*Registration includes lunch, Forum and proceedings booklet.  
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
Lions of Michigan 

5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI  48911 
 
List food allergies or dietary requirements: 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

REGISTER EARLY 
To help us plan, prepare materials 

and guarantee lunch!
 

                                    
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
FRIDAY EVENTS: 
  Service Project at Delta Marriott Hotel 
 Hospitality Suite –   9:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY SESSIONS: Please note some sessions 
may change due to last-minute scheduling conflicts. 
7:00 a.m. – Registration 
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Breakout Sessions - Lunch to follow 
 

Session 1 Breakout Session - 8:30 a.m.  (Check One) 
 Leader Dogs for the Blind – Lion Kathleen Breen   
 Demystifying Dementia & Brain Health – PDG Bert 
Sexton   
  Zone Chair Training – PCC Jeff Mayuiers 
  Lions and Service – PDG Terri Huffman 
 

Session 2 Breakout Session - 9:30 a.m.  (Check One) 
   Eversight – Lion Alex Teska 
  Lion Traditions – PDG Julie Mayuiers 
  Building Healthy Clubs – VDG Carl Webster 
  Membership – TBD 
 

Session 3 Breakout Session - 10:30 a.m.  (Check One) 
 Lions Bear Lake Camp – Executive Director Lion Traci 
Tribley 
 Childhood Cancer – Lion Darlene Anderson 
 Servant Leadership – PDG Brent Beracy 
 Hope to Walk 
 

Session 4 Breakout Session - 11:30 a.m.  (Check One) 
 Diabetic Retinopathy Screening - LMF 
 Michigan Forestry and our Environment – DG Michael    
O’Lonergan 
 Social Media & Marketing Your Club – Lion Doug Klein 
 Lions All-State Band – Lion Deborah Davis 
  

12:30 p.m.:  Lunch, Scholarships, Keynote 
Speaker VDG Carl Webster:  Autopsy of a 
Deceased Lions Club -Why Lions Clubs Die 

MICHIGAN LIONS FORUM 
2024: MICHIGAN LIONS CHANGING THE WORLD 

February 23-24, 2024 

 

 

 



 

 





5730 EXECUTIVE DRIVE - LANSING, MICHIGAN 48911 
 

VOICE: 517 887-6640       FAX: 517 887-6642       WEB: www.lmsf.net 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of people in Michigan with unmet needs.  

 
JANUARY 13, 2023  
 
 
Dear Lions: 
 

 
 
PROJECT KIDSIGHT – 15,840 screened and 1,732 children referred for follow-up  eye care.  
HEARING SCREENING – 170 children and 80 adults have been screened and 19 referred for follow-up care. 
DIABETIC RETINOPATHY SCREENING – 112 screened and 13 referred for follow-up care. 
EMERGENCY INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE & DISASTER RELIEF – 18 grants totaling over $32,000 to help people in 9 of 
11 Lions of Michigan Districts. 
EYE CARE ASSISTANCE – 38 adults and 18 children have received assistance 
HEARING AID ASSISTANCE – 70 adults and 1 child have been provided hearing aids 
 

largest fundraiser is our Annual Sight and Hearing Sweepstakes, and this statewide raffle provides a great 

schedule: 
 

–  
–  

–  
 

Lions of Michigan State Office with prizes of $1,000, $500, $250 and $100. 
 

$2,000, $1,500, $1,000, $500, $400, $300, $200 and $100.  The drawing will take place on May 18, 2024 during 
 

 

Creger at 517-887-6640 or info@lmsf.net. 
 
Together in service, 
 
 
 
PCC Dave Hill, President 
517-262-8928 
coldhill@gmail.com



GREAT PRIZES 
 

1st-$5,000 - 2nd-$2,500 - 3rd-$2,000 
4th- $1,500 - 5th-$1,000 - 6th-$500 

7th-$400 - 8th-$300 - 9th-$200 - 10th-$100 
 

SELLER INCENTIVES  
1st-$1,000 - 2nd-$500 - 3rd-$250 - 4th-$100  

DRAWINGS 
TICKET SELLERS DRAWING 

May 4, 2024  
Lions of Michigan State Office 

Lansing, Michigan 
 

FINAL DRAWING 
May 18, 2024 

MD 11 Convention - Grand Rapids, MI EASY MONEY 
30-99 Tickets Sold = $3.50 Per Ticket For Club 

100 - 249 Tickets Sold = $5.00 Per Ticket For Club 
250+ Tickets = $5.50 Per Ticket For Club 

The PRICE is RIGHT 
$10.00 Per Ticket 

lmsf.net - lhcmi.org 

Lions of Michigan Foundation - Gift 
38th Annual Sight & Hearing Sweepstakes 
 
Donation Amount:  $ ________________ 
 
Donor's Name(s): ________________________________________  
Donor's Email Address: __________________________________ 
Donor's Street Address: __________________________________ 
City: ____________________State:________Zip Code:_________ 
 
Honoree's Name: ________________________________________ 
Honoree's Email Address: __________________________________ 
Honoree's Street Address: _________________________________ 
City: ____________________State:__________Zip Code:_________ 

D o  y o u  h a v e  a  f r i e n d  o r  r e l a ti v e  w h o  h a s  e v e r y t h i n g ?  
 
W h a t  b e tt e r  g i ft  c o u l d  y o u  g i v e  t h a n  o n e  t h a t  h e l p s  t h o s e  i n  n e e d ?   F o r  a  g i ft  o f  
$ 1 0 ,  y o u  c a n  b u y  a  S i g h t  &  H e a r i n g  S w e e p s t a k e s  ti c k e t  f o r  a  f r i e n d  o r  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a  c h a n c e  t o  w i n  s e v e r a l  c a s h  p r i z e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
g r a n d  p r i z e  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  
 
U p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  g i ft ,  w e  w i l l  m a i l  a  s w e e p s t a k e s  ti c k e t  s t u b  a n d  
s w e e p s t a k e s  i n f o r m a ti o n  t o  y o u r  h o n o r e e  w i t h  a  c a r d  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  y o u r  g i ft .  

At t e n t i o n —At t e n t i o n -A t t e n t i o n  



5730 EXECUTIVE DRIVE - LANSING, MICHIGAN 48911 
 

VOICE: 517.887.6640       FAX: 517.887.6642       WEB: www.lmsf.net 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of people in Michigan with unmet needs. 

 
November 9, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Dear Michigan Lions: 
 
There is a tremendous amount of need that exists in our state, whether it be financial, medical or 
social, and the number of Michigan families that struggle and require a helping hand grows each 

 
 

southern border with Indiana and Ohio to our northern border with Wisconsin and Canada and 

a person suffering from vision or hearing loss keep their job; it will provide temporary living 

expensive surgeries or medical procedures, it will provide emergency financial assistance for 
military members and veterans dealing with an unexpected life event; and it will help improve the 
quality of life for disabled individuals throughout our state.  
 

 
 
Together We Serve, 
 
 
 
Dave Hill   Chad A. McCann 
President    
 
Enclosure 



 

The LIONS OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATION is dedicated to improving the quality of life for people in 
Michigan with unmet needs by helping them become more independent.  We provide emergency 
assistance and services aimed at helping people with sight and hearing deficiencies excel in school, 
secure and retain employment and remain self-sufficient.  Your contribution will help us change lives. 

Name:  _____________________________________________________ Date:  ______________ 
Mailing Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
City:  __________________________________ State:  _____________ Zip Code: __________ 
Telephone: _____________________________ Email:  __________________________________ 

 Enclosed is my gift for $ _____________ to the Lions of Michigan Foundation. 

 Please bill me for $____________ as my gift to the Lions of Michigan Foundation. 

 Please charge my debit/credit card for $____________.  This is a:  One Time Gift ____  Monthly 
Recurring Gift ____   Annual Recurring Gift ____ to the Lions of Michigan Foundation. 

 Visa  Discover  MasterCard  Other ____________ 

Card Number:  __  __  __  __  -  __  __  __  __  -  __  __  __  __  -  __  __  __  __ 

Expiration Date:  ____________  CVV Code:  ____________ 

Signature:  _______________________________________________________  

This gift is for the: 

 KidSight Fund   Dr. Robert Mathog Lions Hearing Centers 
 Medical Assistance Fund  Grant Yager Military Family & Veterans Relief Fund 
 Sight Restoration Fund  Emergency Disaster Relief Fund 
 Other _________________________________________________________ 

This gift is in memory of: _________________________________ 
This gift is in honor of: _________________________________ 
Please acknowledge my gift to:  _____________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

LIONS OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATION 
5730 Executive Drive 

Lansing, Michigan 48911 
www.lmsf.net - info@lmsf.net 

517-887-6640 - 517-887-6642 (Fax) Partners In Service  



mattawan lions club

Suggested donation: $7 Adults, $3 Children 4-12
3 & Under FREE!

come join us for A

ANTWERP ACTIVITY CENTER - MATTAWAN, MI
(Dinner includes soup, crackers, cookie & water)

JANUARY 13, 4-6pmJANUARY 13, 4-6pm





Three Rivers Lions Club
is selling frozen bags of 

Ox Roast Meat (BBQ Beef).
Each bag makes approximately 12 - 15 

sandwiches depending on the size of bun used.
Just heat and eat...Great for fundraisers!

JUST $25 PER BAG
Contact IPDF Julie Mayuiers 269-254-1938





We are selling these bluebird houses for $20 each.   
They are hand made by Lion Ken Bickle and and the  
Lions Logo is a branding feature so it won’t come off.  
We have them on hand and ready to purchase now.   

 
Lion Ken is also making custom plaques on black walnut.   

He has other options for wood choices.  These make great 
award plaques and can be customized as you see here.  

They are finished with linseed oil.  These also sell for $20 
each. These do have a lead time of 30+/- days so keep that 

in mind. Contact Lion Ken for further details or discuss  
customization options.

 
Lion Ken P: 269-689-0644 or Bickel_ken@yahoo.com

Three Rivers Lions Club Fundraiser



COLOMA EDWARDSBURG

11B-2 CLUB NEWS
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The Coloma Lions Club President Peter Becker is 
shown presenting a $500.00 check from the 
Coloma Lions Club to Carol Sternaman, Director of 
Hope Resources in Coloma to assist in supporting 
their efforts assisting many families in the commu-
nity over the Holiday Season.  Looking on is District 
11-B-2 District Governor Amy Thackston who was 
visiting The Coloma Lions Club.  Rather than pick-
ing a single family The Coloma Lions Club a few 
years ago felt it would better serve out Community 
by adding to the ability of the local food bank to 
serve a larger number of families.

The Edwardsburg Lions Club 
was very excited to have Amy 
Anderson rejoin the Club! 
Amy was queen of the games 
for the Christmas party as she 
had fun Christmas Bingo, the 
quarter challenge of heads or 
tails and planned the gift 
exchange game done by a deck 
of cards. Everyone had such a great time as Amy 
can make any game a fun time for young at heart!
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Lion John Stassek was Santa for the day.  Lions Jan Westcott and Deb 
Fergeson served hot dogs and chips.  Cookies and apple juice made for 
a nice afternoon snack.

Lions Kathy Richardson, Jody Krohn, 
and Patsy Richardson helped kids 
with the toys.

KAL-HAVEN

Kal Haven Lions held their annual kids Christmas Party On Saturday December 9th from 2 to 4 PM at the 
Gobles Methodist Church. Lions are shown with toys generously donated by members of our local communities.
Each family was entered into a free turkey raffle. Lion Rob Fergeson is shown giving out raffle tickets.  8 turkeys 
were awarded, Lion President Bill Gingas announced a winner every 15 minutes.  Each child was given a stuffed 
animal, a choice of a new toy and a visit with Santa.
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MATTAWAN SISTER LAKES

WATERVLIET

A big shout out to the club members and LEOs who 
helped us out and gave toys to over 500 kids 
December 16!  It’s always a long few days getting 
ready and working the actual distribution day!  You 
all work so hard and are appreciated.

The Sister Lakes Lions Club would like to take this 
opportunity to send a BIG THANK YOU  out to all 
of our friends, community , members and all of our 
supporters for all the help with our Christmas 
Basket Fundraiser. This year we sponsored 31 fam-
ilies with Turkeys and boxes of fixings for their 
holiday. Special thanks goes out to Sister Lakes 
Dollor General patrons and staff , especially Lisa, 
for working so hard to make this a special year. We 
also want to send a huge Thanks you out to Sister 

Lakes School for assisting us with names of fami-
lies in our community that needed a Christmas 
Boost! 
We would like to also thank all of our members who 
took the time to shop for toys and put all of the bas-
kets together and help hand them out. And a big 
hug to Mr. and Mrs Santa Claus for making the day 
for many children. We look forward to seeing 
everyone this coming year at the club for all of our 
events. 
Happy New Year from the Officers and Members of 
the Sister Lakes Lions Club!

Watervliet Lions with a portion of the gifts pur-
chased for families this Christmas. Thanks to Lions 
Kat and Barb for making Christmas special for 6 
families this year!
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Lion Nila is responsible for the South Haven 
Santa Letter Project. Lions Amy, Blake, and 
Cub Zoey helped her respond to over 2,200 
letters this year. 

Lion Nila also started a collection of blankets 
for local Senior homes each year. Lion Cub 
Zoey helped hand them out and looks forward 
to giving some to the Seniors she reads to soon.

Lion Cub Zoey reads to a local Senior home 
every Wednesday. 

SOUTH HAVEN - BLACK RIVER
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ST. JOSEPH

Lion President Schreiber presents a schol-
arship check to director  Burke Lokey 

The Annual Christmas Concert this year was performed by the St. Joseph High School Orchestra, 
directed by Burke Lokey, and accompanied by Ms. Rachel Cabanilla.  Lion Dennis Lundgren introduced 
Mr. Lokey.  Earlier this year Director Lokey Burke had been named Teacher of the Year by the Michigan 
Chapter of the American String Teacher Association (MASTA).  

Under his leadership since 2010, the SJ orchestras continue to 
earn top ratings at Michigan school band and orchestra festivals, 
as well as perform across the U.S.  This past summer, he led a 
group of over 100 students on a performance tour of Spain.  The 
orchestra treated us to a festive classical selection of music which 
included two guest Lion musicians accompanying the orchestra 
on “Sleigh Ride”: Lion Lundgren on bells and Lion Nordberg on 
wood blocks.  Outstanding, plucky, and fun performance by all.  
Lion President Gordy thanked the orchestra by presenting them 
with a donation from the Lions. 
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THREE RIVERS

Our food and toy distribution was a huge success again this year.  We provided over 120 families with food 
and toys that our community and school collected or made donations of money to support.  Special thanks 
to the Three Rivers ladies Wildcats JV and varsity and coaches, Nova Softball team, Lions, friends, family 
and guys from Twin County Probation center. All leftover items have been sent to Veterans, Domestic 
Assault shelter and a homeless shelter. Thank you to the everyone!



BUCHANAN-GALIEN LEOs

LEO CLUB NEWS
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The Buchanan-Galien Leo Club provided caroling 
for the local senior center and neighboring com-
munity. This is the fourth year the Leos have 
caroled for our community seniors.

The Leo club went shopping recently for their 
fourth annual Adopt A Family for Christmas. 

 The Buchanan Galien Leo club helped guests pick 
out presents for their families at Redbud Area 
Ministries(RAM) today! This is their fourth year 
helping at this event



MATTAWAN LEOS

Where there’s a need...
There’s a LEO

LEO CLUB NEWS
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“Leadership, Experience, Opportunity.” That’s 
what makes a LEO. Members of LEO clubs 
embody the best qualities of our incredible organi-
zation. They are devoted young people who realize 
the power of action. Together, LEOs and Lions 
form a powerful partnership — one of mutual 
respect where Lions learn from the innovative 
insights of LEOs, and where LEOs gain access to 
the proven strategies of those who’ve successfully 
served the world for decades.

Sponsoring a LEO club gives Lions the opportuni-
ty to mentor and empower young leaders and 
foster a commitment of community service — 
while energizing your members to stay involved!

Visit the Start a LEO Club page for the steps to 
organize a new LEO club in your community.

The Mattawan LEO Club lead a Salvation Army 
drive this December and rang in $2190.84.

Why choose LEOs?

There are a lot of ways people can give back to 
their community — but being a LEO is much more 
than just service. Choosing Leo clubs will help you 
grow as an individual and as a leader as you join a 
global family of young people making the world a 
better place. If you're interested in joining a LEO 
club, use our Club Locator to find a local LEO club 
near you.

Developing leaders
LEOs have many leadership opportunities, 
including the ability to serve as Leo officers in 
their club, district and multiple district through 
annual elections. Lions International offers 
resources for Leos looking to grow their impact as 
a project organizer, motivator and leader of their 
peers on the club officer page, or district and mul-
tiple district leaders page. There are also in-per-
son Lions Leadership Institutes (including the 
LEO Advancement Sessions) and online courses 
through the Lions Learning Center that LEOs can 
access. Visit the Learn section of your Lion 
Account for more information.
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Thank you for all your years of service!
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GENERAL NEWS!
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2024 Lions District 11-B2 Convention Sponsorship

Which event(s) would you like to sponsor?

ENTERTAINMENT $1000
_____ Murder Mystery Event _____

MEAL $500
____ Friday Evening Dinner _____
____ Saturday Lunch _____
____ Saturday Evening Banquet _____

HOSPITALITY $150
_____ Friday Night Hospitality Room _____
_____ Saturday Night Hospitality Room _____

THE GREAT EYEGLASS CHALLENGE $100
_____ Great Eyeglass Challenge, Part 1 _____

TOTAL _____

Don’t want to sponsor an event? Place an ad in the convention book.

_____ Full page = $100
_____ Half page = $50
_____ Quarter page = $25

TOTAL _____

Name of Organization: ______________________________________
Contact Person: ___________________________________________
Contact Email: ____________________________________________
Contact Phone Number: ____________________________________

Please send this form and your check made out to “District 11-B2” to
CS Tammie Grabowski
2417 Townhouse Lane, Kalamazoo, MI 49001
Email all ready for print artwork for ads to cheftammie@gmail.com

Questions: cheftammie@gmail.com or 269-303-0731





 Youth Camp and Exchange Sponsor Lions Clubs 

Contributed by: Lion Elvie Marfil, Youth Camps & Exchange  State Chair 

Interested in experiencing life in a different country? Join the exchange program where you can participate in 
the day-to-day life of a local family and meet other students from around the world. 

 

  

Filing deadlines for all applicants vary by country. Most Countries have a filing deadline range from February 
15 to March 31 depending on the country you pick. Please choose your country early and contact us right away.  

A $100 Youth Exchange Supplies fee is required with all applications. Fee includes shirts, backpack, MD11 
Youth Exchange pins and banners and orientation booklet. There may be an additional charges for camps within 
your chosen country that are not included in the price of our program. You will be required to purchase your 
own airfare and international travel insurance. The travel insurance must be accepted in the country you are 
visiting.  

Age requirements are typically 15 - 22  

Our students usually depart the U.S. the last weekend of June or beginning of July for a 3 to 5 week stay 
depending on the Youth Exchange program in those countries. Please note that all counties are on a first come 
basis and fill up fast so the sooner you apply the sooner we can confirm your acceptance.  

Deadline for outgoing students application form: March 30, 2024 

Australia Finland India South Aftrica 

Belguim France            Israel Sri Lanka 

Brasil Hungary Italy Turkey 

Canada Japan                       Denmark Mexico

 

Deadline for host families application form: April 30, 2024 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET YOUTH CAMPS & EXCHANGE PROGRAM IN YOUR BUDGET. 

Apply to become a sponsor club and/or host family today by contacting Lion Elvie Mar�l at 
818-800-1060 or epmar�l5@yahoo.com.



https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_krHpL62o0F70.jpg.pdf?v=1


District 11-B2 is looking for some families in the community who can open their 
hearts and homes for a month of summer 2024 to host a Youth Exchange 
Ambassador. These young people are part of Lions International Youth Camp & 
Exchange program, bringing young adults from various parts of the world to the 
United States during the summer program July 25 – August 22, 2024. 

Host families need not be Lion members, nor must they have children at home. 
You would be responsible for their room and board. Visiting young adults comes 
with spending money, and additional activities will be at your discretion.  

If you are interested in becoming a Host Family, please contact: 

State Chair Lion Elvie Marfil at 818-800-1060 or email epmarfil5@gmail.com  

LIONS OF DISTRICT 11B2 JANUARY







The LION MINTS PROGRAM is a time-
tested and proven fundraising project for 
Lions Clubs throughout the world.  Lion 
Mints provide visibility for your Club 
throughout your community.  The Lions 
emblem certifies that the Lion Mints 
Program is an official Lions Club 
fundraising activity.  Our quality products 

project a positive 
image of your Lions 
Club year around.  

Is your Lions Club 
in Mint Condition?  
Are you visible in 
your Community? 

♦Big Mints!
♦Big Taste!
♦Big Profits!

No longer available

Procedures For Lion Mints Program
How to Approach Merchants

• Request Counter space for Lions Mints
• Ask if merchant is familiar with Lions mission
• Be sure to say it will only take a small space (If they put it 
somewhere you don’t like, try to talk them into a better place, but 
be tactful)
• Look around—find a desirable spot–visibility, accessibility
• Assume a humble attitude, don’t be pushy or demanding, but try 
to convey importance of placing the mints in that business.

Where to Place Trays
Hotels
Bus Stations
Nail Salons
Insurance Offices
Chamber of Commerce
Chiropractors
Car Repair Waiting Rooms

Banks
Courthouses
Flower Shops
Airports
Beauty Salons
Barber Shops
Visitor Centers
Eye Doctors
Car Dealerships
Auto Parts Stores
Government Offices
City Offices
Telephone Stores

• Restaurants (especially fast food places–try to place a double 
tray because of volume)
• Physical Therapists (dentists and physicians probably would not 
allow)
• Any retail business that has a good volume of walk-ins such as 
card shops & shoe stores etc. (Bars are not usually good places)

For further tips on Lion Mints, go to https://www.lionmints.net/index.php/marketing-information

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/start-a-leo-club

