
I want to start by thanking all of the club Presidents and all 
others who came to the Presidents dinner to represent their 
clubs. Thank you Paw Paw for hosting the event and for the 
great Taco dinner! We all had great round table conversation 
giving Presidents the opportunity to share what their clubs do 
and get input from other attendees. 

Huge shout out to Mat-
tawan LEO Vice President 
Claire Thompson for 

representing LEO’s in our district at the Presi-
dents dinner. LEOs are invited to all of my Dis-
trict events so please encourage as many as 
possible to attend. Starting as a LEO myself 
encouraging more LEO/Lion interaction is a 
huge passion of mine. Did you know that you 
can apply to get a special “serving together” banner patch? This is a special banner 
patch for clubs who are collaborating with their local LEO’s to creating that lasting 
relationship! You can find the banner patch application here.

I have issued a participation challenge to all 
clubs and their presidents! Stay informed, 
network, and gain new knowledge by attending 
our district events.

PDG/GST Karol Chopp presented our new 
D i s t r i c t 
Service Grant 
and applica-

tion at the Presidents dinner. Get your applica-
tion in before December 1st to meet our first 
deadline. April 1st will be the final due date for 
the 23-24 Lion year.

Finally, please see the save the date flyer for 
the 2023-2024 District Convention March 
22nd-24th. I look forward to great attendance 
and a ton of fun!!
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GOVERNOR’S DESK

https://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/79863948


District 11B-2 Club Service Grant Application

Application dates are December 1 and April 1 each year. Up to $300 per 
application (while money available). Will be reviewed by the committee.

If the money from the Grant is not used within 6 months, it needs to be 
returned in full to Lions District 11B-2.

• Will your club be participating in what the grant money is for/How will the 
grant be used (Example: park beautification-planting tree; hosting an event to 
raise money for building a park.)?

• Will your club be matching or using a percentage of your club’s money?

• How will you publicize what you are doing? Media sources used?

• Will this grant money be used for one of the 5 Global Causes of Lions Inter-
national (Hunger, Vision, Environment, Diabetes, Childhood Cancer Aware-
ness, Humanitarian, Youth and Disaster)?

• How will you share your success from this grant?

Please send this form to Committee Chair:

PDG Karol Chopp
8700 West OP Ave
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
or karolchopp@yahoo.com

Club Name:                                                Date Submitted:
What is the grant being used for:



          

FROM THE
GOVERNOR’S DESK (cont)

OCTOBER 2023
Oct 3 Benton Harbor-Fairplains Club visit
Oct 6-7  Council of Governors – Tree Tops Resort, Gaylord
Oct 9 Vicksburg Club visit
Oct 11 Lawrence Club visit (rescheduled from 9/13)
Oct 21 (9 – 11 am) Cabinet Meeting – Paw Paw Lions Club
 
NOVEMBER 2023
Nov 2 - 5 Leadership Institute – Higgins Lake
Nov 9 Buchanan-Galien Club visit
Nov 13 (6 – 8 pm) Project Night – Antwerp Township Hall, Mattawan
 Peace Posters due, voting by Cabinet at Projects Night
 
DECEMBER 2023
Dec 1 - 2 Council of Governors – Hilton Garden Inn West, Lansing

DISTRICT CALENDAR
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For a complete look of what’s going on in District 11B-2. click on “Calendar” in the upper left 
menu on the district’s website:

https://www.e-district.org/sites/11b2/calendar.php

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE
The President of the club with the highest percent of member participation in district 
events will receive free registration and meals to the March 2024 District Convention. If 

not attending, you can gift it to a member of your club that plans to attend.

Events
•  7/22 Officer Training (Paw Paw)

•  9/14 President’s Dinner (Paw Paw)
•  11/13 Project Night (Mattawan)

•  1/29 District Wide Zone Meeting (Mattawan)

https://www.e-district.org/sites/11b2/calendar.php


https://hellosewing.com/diy-fleece-hat-pattern/

https://hellosewing.com/diy-twisted-turban-hat/

Here are a few links to find patterns:

 

https://www.wigs4kids.org/

 

Also, please help share with local hair dressers! 
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District 11B-2 Service Project for
PEDIATRIC CANCER AWARENESS

The twisted turban hat is one of those hats that looks good on every-
one – from babies to adults. It can be made in a stretchy or a piece of 
not so stretchy fabric. I would advise using a material with a bit of 
give to �t the head snugly. There are two measurements in the chart 
below, one for the stretchy fabric and one for the non-stretch fabric. 
This is a perfect project for using up those longish strips of fabric that 
seem to be leftover. A cuddly �eece or any stretch fabric with a bit of 
body will do perfectly.

Maggie's Wigs 4 Kids Wellness Center and Salon is a local grassroots non-pro�t 501(c)(3) organization that 
provides wigs and support services at no charge to children and young adults experiencing hair loss due to 
cancer, alopecia, trichotillomania, burns and other disorders. Our wig recipients, also known as Ambassadors, 
range in age from 3 to 18, and are located throughout Michigan.

Fleece just makes you want to snuggle into it. Now, as winter sets in, 
is the time to make DIY reversible �eece hats for kids and adults, 
using our easy to follow tutorials, as a reversible �eece hat keeps you 
warm, and is light and soft to the touch. We have supplied some 
handy tips you’ll need to know about sewing �eece successfully, and 
on distinguishing the right from the wrong side, before you dive into 
making the reversible �eece hats, that are plain on one side and 
printed on the other.

I am asking that clubs either make Turban hats or Fleece Caps and bring to 
Project Night on November 13. These hats will be donated to Bronson’s Children’s 
Hospital Oncology floor. We will see who will have the most! (Another option is that 
you hold an event to raise money to purchase them or donate the money to the 
district and we will take care of it!)



 

We just have the most Amazing PKS Teams.  We 
have been extremely busy this month. 

We started off the month by taking the PKS trailer 
to the Paw Paw Wine & Harvest Fest.  We had 
some new volunteers helping and were able to 
screen 41 kids with 2 referrals. The day was 
perfect as we were only set up to screen from 10 
until 2 PM. From that date on, we were super 
busy each week starting off by being at the South 
Walnut Elementary School in Bangor. We 
screened 303 students with 74 referrals, which 
seemed like a lot! That same day, we went to the 
Bangor Jr/Sr High School and screened another 
430 students with 65 referrals. Again, this was a 
high number but happy to be able to find students 

that possibly need glasses. Many thanks to some 
of the Bangor Lion Members for coming to help 
us out!
After that the PKS Team visited the Colon 
Elementary School and screened 257 students 
with 25 referrals. We sure appreciated the volun-
teers from the Colon Lions Club! Next, we went to 
the Lawrence Elementary School first thing in the 
morning and screened 198 students with 30 
referrals. After we finished at that school, we went 

directly to the Lawrence Jr/Sr High School to 
screen 160 students with 21 referrals.

It didn’t stop there, then on Sept. 20th we visited 
Indian Lake School in Vicksburg. Very thankful 
for the volunteers coming from Vicksburg, 
Edwardsburg, Kal-Haven Trail, and South Haven 
that helped us out. We screened 270 students 
there with 8 referrals.

Our next stop was Cassopolis Middle School, 
which we screened 189 students with 26 referrals 
and then immediately went to the Sam Adams 
Elementary School in Cassopolis and screened 

LMF PROJECT KIDSIGHT
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323 students with 41 referrals.

So, at this point from our Lion year July 1st, we 
have screened 3,319 kids with 354 referrals!  And 
we still have Hartford Elementary School to visit 
on OCTOBER 26th, then their middle school and 
high school on the 27th and then head back to 
Vicksburg to screen kiddos at the Sunset Lake  
school with 475 students.  Just going to these 
three schools could potentially add to our num-
bers of another 1,719 kids. Of course, we won’t 
screen that exact number as we always know 
there are absentee students.
  
While at Sam Adams Elementary School, the 
Principal Tammi Preston came to tell me that 
during the Parent/Teacher conference, a parent 
said that she was so happy that PKS was in their 

school as their son could not read. Then PKS sent 
home a referral packet to let the parents know 
their son was showing an abnormality and sug-
gested they take him to see an eye doctor.  Well, 
he needed glasses, and she was so thankful as her 
son is in the  4th grade and he is now reading!  I 
got goose bumps with the principal telling me 
this.  We are making are certainly making a differ-
ence!

Respectfully submitted,

Tanda & Dave Stiffler
PKS Coordinators
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323 students with 41 referrals.
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From Michigan Project Kidsight Testimonials:

“We would like to thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts.  Our daughter attended a vision 
screening with a playgroup in the Spring, and 
she had a picture taken with your special 
camera.  Your free eye screening was a blessing 
to our family.  Victoria had a posterior lentico-
nus type juvenile cataract in her left eye.

The doctors believe she was born with this 
defect in the back of her eye which predisposed 
her to forming this type of cataract.  This defect 
was never found at her well-child checkups, and 
if it was not for the Lions Club finding the defect 
when you did, Victoria could have lost her eye.

Thanks to all of you, Victoria has 2 beautiful 
eyes, and her doctors believe that with her 
glasses, she will have normal vision.  She turned 
3 in January, and thanks to you, she will be a 
normal and healthy little girl.”

Interested in volunteering? Contact Tanda at: 
tandastiffler76@gmail.com



–

B2’S 



BANGOR LIONS CLUB

CAR SHOW AT THE BANGOR APPLE FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2023
DASH PLAQUES & GIFT BAGS FOR THE 
FIRST 100 REGISTERED VEHICLES.

PRE-REGISTER BEFORE 
OCTOBER 30, 2023
$10 PER VEHICLE

OCT 1 - OCT 14
REGISTRATION FEE IS

$20 PER VEHICLE

50/50 DRAWING
Card payments will be accepted the 
day of the show - so register now, 

pay day of the event.

For more information, check out our 
Facebook page at

https://www.facebook.com/lionsclub
bangormichigan

Or Donna - 269-580-8052
Chris - 269-365-5231

FIRE CHIEF, POLICE CHIEF, JOHN BURNSIDE
AND MAYOR’S CHOICE AWARDS

Proceeds used to fund commun�y service needs!





BENTON HARBOR - FAIRPLAIN
LIONS CLUB

The DANK

Saturday, October 21, 2023
5:00PM - 7:00PM

Adults - $10.00 | Children 6-10 Yrs. - $5.00 | 5 Yrs. & Under FREE

2651 Pipestone Road
Benton Harbor, MI 49002

• Cash Bar

CARRY OUTS & TAKE OUTS AVAILABLE

• 50/50 Raffle
• Proceeds to provide

Thanksgiving Dinner 
for those less fortunate

•• Please bring used eyeglasses for donation ••









SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH, 2023
Antwerp Activity Center

24821 Front St. Mattawan, MI 49071

9am-2pm

Proceeds will benefit 
the Mattawan Area 
Pantry Christmas 

Distribution

The Mattawan Lions Club invites you to their annual 

Scan QR code to register 
as a vendor

King of Crafts



peanut butter jelly
brownie mixes

cookies
chips

granola bars

kid cereal
diapers (all sizes)

pet food
facial tissues
paper towels

To benefit the Mattawan Area Food Pantry
SPONSORED BY THE MATTAWAN LEO CLUB

The MAP is the second-largest pantry in Van Buren County.  
Our local families need our help now more than ever before!

Monetary donations 
go much farther!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
9am to 4pm

MUCH NEEDED ITEMS!

Wagoner’s Hometown Food Store
Mattawan, Michigan

feminine hygiene products



 
Lions Arts & Crafts Show 2023 

Bake Sale 
 
On Saturday, November 4th, 2023, our Club is hosting a bake sale at the Arts & Crafts 
Show.  The bake sale will sell baked goods donated by the members of our Club.   
 
Lions Jackie Bralick and Claudia Staude have volunteered to co-chair the bake sale this 
year. 
 
To meet the sales goal, each member is asked to make three (3) bake sale items.  The 
baked goods should not need refrigeration, can be held at room temperature, and be 
delivered in disposable containers.   
 
To provide a wide variety of products to sell, here are a few suggestions: 
 

- Cookies: peanut butter, oatmeal, snickerdoodle, short bread, butter, no bake, 
chocolate chip, oatmeal raisin, etc.  

- Fudge or brittle 
- Pies of all varieties (whole pies sell fast!) 
- Bars:  lemon, brownies, pumpkin, zucchini, blueberry, apple, 7-layer, granola, 

s’mores, etc. 
- Gift breads (big or small loaves): zucchini, banana, pumpkin, date, nut, etc. 
- Specialty muffins:  blueberry, cinnamon apple, carrot, etc. 
- Turnovers:  apple, blueberry, cherry, peach, etc. 
- Chocolate covered pretzels, or nuts 
- Special requests for sugar-free or gluten-free desserts 

 
The bake sale table gets covered with all the desserts mixed together so please put a 
label on each item so we know what it is.  Also, please be sure to note if a product has 
nuts, sugar-free or gluten-free. 
 
Please deliver your baked goods “bake sale ready” (wrapped as individual or batch to 
display and sell), Please drop off all baked goods in the lobby of the St. Joseph High 
School Field House between Noon – 4:00 pm on Friday, Nov 3rd.  Or between 8:00 am 
– 10:00 am on Saturday morning Nov 4th. 
 
If you are not able to participate, your $15-$20 cash donation is always welcome.  Just 
indicate “Bake Sale” on the memo line of your check and give to Lions Jackie, Claudia, 
or our Club’s Treasurer Lion David Offord. 
 
Please give this notice to the baker in your family today so they have time to plan 
and prepare for another great bake sale. 

Thank you!!! 







Ladies and Gentlemen,

We still have 15 staterooms available for sale for the group cruise in February.  we will 
have to release the remaining unsold staterooms in our inventory.  Our 2024 Group 
Cruise flyer is in this issue of the Beacon.

 Also, we are planning to begin distributing tickets for our 38th Annual Sight and Hearing 
Sweepstakes during the first week of November. Note, Lions Clubs that sold tickets last 
year will automatically be sent an equal amount of tickets to last year’s sales.  

Thanks!

Julie

TOTAL SIGHT & HEARING SWEEPSTAKES SALES BY 11B-2 CLUBS IN 2023

IMPORTANT NEWS!
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—2024  
-   

7-Night Cruise:  February 2 - February 9, 2024 
 

Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 

-  
4V - Interior Stateroom:  $1,240.00 + $268.68 Taxes/Fees + $224.00 Gratuity 

Stateroom Size: 150 square fee - occupancy up to 4 guests 

4N - Ocean View Stateroom:  $1,690.00 + $268.68 Taxes/Fees + $224.00 Gratuity 
Stateroom Size: 160 square feet - occupancy up to 4 guests 

2D - Balcony Stateroom:  $2,418.00 + $268.68 Taxes/Fees + $224.00 Gratuity  
Stateroom Size:  185 square feet + 50 square feet balcony - occupancy up to 4 guests 

 I would like an Interior Stateroom for _____ Adults and  _____ Children (Age 12 or under). 

 I would like an Oceanview Stateroom for _____ Adults and  _____ Children (Age 12 or under). 

 I would like a Balcony Stateroom for _____ Adults and  _____ Children (Age 12 or Under). 

Stateroom Deposit - $250 Per Person:  ___ Check  ___ Credit/Debit Card ___ Pay Pal (info@lmsf.net) 

Credit/Debit Card Number:  __  __  __  __  -  __  __  __  __  -  __  __  __  __  -  __  __  __  __ 

Expiration Date:  ____________  CVV Code:  ____________ Zip Code: ____________  

Signature:  ____________________________________________________________  

Legal Names: _____________________________________ - Birth Date: _______________________________ 

 _____________________________________ - Birth Date: _______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State:  _________________________________________________ Zip Code: _______________________ 

Telephone:   ________________________________ Email:  __________________________________________ 

5730 Executive Drive - Lansing, Michigan 48911 - 517-887-6640 - 517-887-6642 (Fax) - info@lmsf.net 

Staterooms can be reserved with a $500 per stateroom deposit ($250 per person), and �nal 
payment for the Room/Taxes/Fees will be due by November 20, 2023.



GREAT PRIZES 
 

1st-$5,000 - 2nd-$2,500 - 3rd-$2,000 
4th- $1,500 - 5th-$1,000 - 6th-$500 

7th-$400 - 8th-$300 - 9th-$200 - 10th-$100 
 

SELLER INCENTIVES  
1st-$1,000 - 2nd-$500 - 3rd-$250 - 4th-$100  

DRAWINGS 
TICKET SELLERS DRAWING 

May 4, 2024  
Lions of Michigan State Office 

Lansing, Michigan 
 

FINAL DRAWING 
May 18, 2024 

MD 11 Convention - Grand Rapids, MI EASY MONEY 
30-99 Tickets Sold = $3.50 Per Ticket For Club 

100 - 249 Tickets Sold = $5.00 Per Ticket For Club 
250+ Tickets = $5.50 Per Ticket For Club 

The PRICE is RIGHT 
$10.00 Per Ticket 

lmsf.net - lhcmi.org 

Lions of Michigan Foundation - Gift 
38th Annual Sight & Hearing Sweepstakes 
 
Donation Amount:  $ ________________ 
 
Donor's Name(s): ________________________________________  
Donor's Email Address: __________________________________ 
Donor's Street Address: __________________________________ 
City: ____________________State:________Zip Code:_________ 
 
Honoree's Name: ________________________________________ 
Honoree's Email Address: __________________________________ 
Honoree's Street Address: _________________________________ 
City: ____________________State:__________Zip Code:_________ 

D o  y o u  h a v e  a  f r i e n d  o r  r e l a ti v e  w h o  h a s  e v e r y t h i n g ?  
 
W h a t  b e tt e r  g i ft  c o u l d  y o u  g i v e  t h a n  o n e  t h a t  h e l p s  t h o s e  i n  n e e d ?   F o r  a  g i ft  o f  
$ 1 0 ,  y o u  c a n  b u y  a  S i g h t  &  H e a r i n g  S w e e p s t a k e s  ti c k e t  f o r  a  f r i e n d  o r  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a  c h a n c e  t o  w i n  s e v e r a l  c a s h  p r i z e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
g r a n d  p r i z e  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  
 
U p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  g i ft ,  w e  w i l l  m a i l  a  s w e e p s t a k e s  ti c k e t  s t u b  a n d  
s w e e p s t a k e s  i n f o r m a ti o n  t o  y o u r  h o n o r e e  w i t h  a  c a r d  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  y o u r  g i ft .  

At t e n t i o n —At t e n t i o n -A t t e n t i o n  











BUCHANAN-GALIEN

The Buchanan-Galien Lions Club held their 
annual Member Guest Steak Fry at Lion Tom Gor-
dons on Thursday September 7th. Good fellowship, 
steak, sweet corn, and all the fixings were enjoyed 
at the beautiful St. Joe Riverfront setting. Lion 
Mark  Skene welcomed the Lions, guests and future 
members and filled them in on planned upcoming 
Lions events. Special Thanks to the Gordon’s for 
hosting and to all of those making food and plan-
ning the event.

The Buchanan-Galien Lions held their 6th 
Annual Kayak Poker Run on Sunday September 

10th on the St Joe River.It was a picture perfect 
day, everyone who participated had a great time, 
and there was even an eagle sighting along the way. 
The run went from the Buchanan boat launch to 

the Lake Chapin Camp Betz facility and Buchan-
an Meadows assisted with transportation 
between the sites.

The 47 kayaks/participants were monitored by 
the Buchanan Township and Berrien County Water 
Rescue units and a couple of Lions boats. Several 
BHS football players and Boy Scout Troop 541 pro-
vided manpower assistance in loading and trans-
porting kayaks at the end of the route.

A cookout, raffle and prizes for the top poker 
hands were waiting at Camp Betz for all partici-
pants and helpers.

Thanks to all who helped make this another 
successful Lions event!  

Buchanan-Galien Lions Club- Serving our com-
munities for 89+  years- and still going strong!

 

11B-2 CLUB NEWS
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Lorem ipsum



  The Buchanan Leo’s completed their first project 
for the new school year by cleaning out the upstairs 
at the Buchanan Common and weeding two flower 
beds at the Tin Shop.

(Max Arbanas, Geneva Tabor, CeCe Taylor, 
Emma Miller, Adi Dombrowski, Carolyn Young, 
Bella Krueger)

11B-2 CLUB NEWS
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BUCHANAN LEOs

KAL-HAVEN TRAIL

Kal Haven and Lions of Michigan 
Foundation Help Local Family Recover 
From Fire

Bloomingdale Octoberfest

  Tim and Jody Tinney lost everything in a recent 
house fire.  Within hours the Kal Haven Lions pro-
vided them with $500 cash for food and clothing.  
With the help of Kal Haven Lion Dave Mead and 
Lions of Michigan Foundation officers Jeff and 
Julie Mayuiers the Tinneys received a $2500 check 
to help with expenses not covered by insurance.

  Approximately 250 youngsters enjoyed the Kal 
Haven fishing pond where they would cast over 
the “fish pond” barrier where Lions behind the 
barrier would attach a prize to the “hook” and 
signal to retrieve it by yanking on the line.



11B-2 CLUB NEWS

LIONS OF DISTRICT 11B2 OCTOBER

In loving memory, Bob Cooley sits on a bench 
lovingly dedicated to his late wife, Nancy Cooley 
(1939-2022). Nancy's journey with the Lakeshore 
Lions Club began in 2004, and her enthusiasm led 
Bob to join as well. Within the club, Nancy actively 
participated in numerous events and generously 
sharing her time and spirit.

Together, Nancy and Bob became the gracious 
hosts of the club's summer picnic and Christmas 
Party, transforming their home into a festive won-
derland adorned with Christmas villages and twin-
kling lights. Nancy's generous heart extended 
beyond the club, as she organized an annual Toys 
for Tots collection, spreading joy to the less fortu-
nate.

Her dedication to serving her community didn't 
stop there; Nancy also selflessly volunteered at 
Lakeland Hospitals, where she eventually rose to 

the prestigious role of President of Volunteers. Her 
kindness and unwavering commitment touched 
the lives of many.

Nancy's legacy lives on through the love and 
memories she shared with all who knew her. You 
can find Nancy's bench nestled between the Lin-
coln Township Library and the Community Center 
on Roosevelt Road, a lasting tribute to a remark-
able woman.

LAKESHORE

The Lakeshore Lions participated in the 2023 
Stevensville Community Fun Day. We thank every-
one who came out to join the fun and all the volun-
teers and sponsors who made the event possible.



Students are responsible for paying their own tour 
fee. They may approach local Lions Clubs, band 
boosters, service clubs, and other community 
organizations for financial assistance. However, 
funds not raised through these efforts must be paid 
by the individual band members.

Auditions to join the band are still open with the 
deadline being December 15, 2023. For more 
information about the upcoming Austrailia tour in 
2024 & the auditioning process, go to: 

https://www.lionsmiband.org/tour.
 
If you wish to donate directly to Geneva and Anja, 

you can contact them at geneva.g.tabor@gmail.com

The Mattawan Lions will also be hosting a 
Halloween Party to celebrate their 65th 
Anniversary October 25th at the Antwerp 
Activity Center (see flyer this issue).

 The Mattawan LEO Club will be hosting their 
Annual Food Drive at Wagoner’s Grocery 
Store in Mattawan to benefit the Mattawan 
Area Pantry (MAP) on November 4th from 
9am-4pm.  Please stop by and make a food 
donation or a financial donation which goes 
much farther.  

  

The Mattawan Lions Club’s September Program 
Night featured a talk by two sisters who are members 
of the Lions of Michigan All-State Band, Geneva and 
Anja Tabor. Geneva plays alto sax and Anja specializ-
es on the Tuba (the club enjoyed a performance by 
Anja on her tuba that won her a trip to the state solo 
and ensemble finals).

In 1978, the Lions of Michigan All-State Band was 
formed as a musical ensemble to accompany the 
incoming Lions International President, Ralph A. 
Lynam, who happened to be from St. John's, Michi-
gan. Since its inception, the band has attended and 
performed at the annual Lions Clubs International 
convention each year by marching in the Lions Inter-
national Parade, with more than 10,000 delegates in 
attendance.

Geneva spoke of her trip to Boston to perform this 
past Summer with thre band, which was a great 
experience. Both musicians are now trying to raise 
money in order to accompany the band on their 
scheduled trip next year to Austrailia.

MATTAWAN
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Wine, wine chips & gift baskets oh my! What a 
great evening with 13 wineries and wine chips. 
Thanks to our wineries, sponsors and patrons to 
help make our 30th Annual Wine Tasting a 
success. Our Club and the Heritage Museum 
appreciate the support 

LAWTON



Students are responsible for paying their own tour 
fee. They may approach local Lions Clubs, band 
boosters, service clubs, and other community 
organizations for financial assistance. However, 
funds not raised through these efforts must be paid 
by the individual band members.

Auditions to join the band are still open with the 
deadline being December 15, 2023. For more 
information about the upcoming Austrailia tour in 
2024 & the auditioning process, go to: 

https://www.lionsmiband.org/tour.
 
If you wish to donate directly to Geneva and Anja, 

you can contact them at geneva.g.tabor@gmail.com

The Mattawan Lions will also be hosting a 
Halloween Party to celebrate their 65th 
Anniversary October 25th at the Antwerp 
Activity Center (see flyer this issue).

 The Mattawan LEO Club will be hosting their 
Annual Food Drive at Wagoner’s Grocery 
Store in Mattawan to benefit the Mattawan 
Area Pantry (MAP) on November 4th from 
9am-4pm.  Please stop by and make a food 
donation or a financial donation which goes 
much farther.  

  

The Mattawan Lions Club’s September Program 
Night featured a talk by two sisters who are members 
of the Lions of Michigan All-State Band, Geneva and 
Anja Tabor. Geneva plays alto sax and Anja specializ-
es on the Tuba (the club enjoyed a performance by 
Anja on her tuba that won her a trip to the state solo 
and ensemble finals).

In 1978, the Lions of Michigan All-State Band was 
formed as a musical ensemble to accompany the 
incoming Lions International President, Ralph A. 
Lynam, who happened to be from St. John's, Michi-
gan. Since its inception, the band has attended and 
performed at the annual Lions Clubs International 
convention each year by marching in the Lions Inter-
national Parade, with more than 10,000 delegates in 
attendance.

Geneva spoke of her trip to Boston to perform this 
past Summer with thre band, which was a great 
experience. Both musicians are now trying to raise 
money in order to accompany the band on their 
scheduled trip next year to Austrailia.
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MATTAWAN (cont) PAW PAW
September was a busy month in Paw Paw!

We welcomed new Lion Gene Sahr to our pride. He 
jumped in to serve with both feet right from the 
start, even before the start. Lion Gene was helping 
us sell ducks at Walmart before he officially was 
voted in. He is a great addition to our club.

We held our annual duck race on Sunday, Sept. 10, 
dropping a record 1,950 ducks into the stream at 
Warner Vineyards. We are so thankful to our spon-
sors And those who bought ducks so that we can 
give every penny raised to the year’s two beneficia-
ries: Luc’s Light Youth Music & Arts Foundation 
and Wings Of God Transition Home for Women.
The Lions also manned two parking lots to raise 

some money. It was a busy, but productive week-
end.

Pictured left to right: Lion Dave Wilder (spon-
sor), Lion Gene Sahr, PDG Fran Grabowski 
(induction ceremony)

September 8, 9 & 10 brought the Paw Paw 
Lions to the Wine & Harvest Festival.

https://www.lionsmiband.org/tour


PORTAGE
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PAW PAW (cont)

Our 1950 ducks were Washed, sorted, counted 
and put away for next year.

On September 16, Portage Lions Club of Michigan 
once again spent their weekend sorting Pill Bottles 
to be donated to Matthew 25: Ministries in Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

Pill Bottle Donations:
Portage Lions Club accepts donations of empty 
plastic pill bottles.

The pill bottle program fulfills the dual needs of 
improving medical care in developing countries 
and caring for our environment.

Acceptable collection items include:
• Prescription and over-the-counter pill bottles
• Large and small pill bottles

Pill bottle donations should adhere to the following 
guidelines:
• Bottles must have an all-plastic lid.
• Bottles should be sorted by color and type.
• All labels should be removed, leaving no glue or 
residue.
• All bottles and lids should be washed in very hot 

water and dish soap, rinsed, and dried thoroughly.
• Caps should be placed back onto clean, dried 
bottles.
• Clean, recapped bottles should be placed into 
large resealable bags marked “Clean Bottles.
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SOUTH HAVEN-BLACK RIVER

SOUTH HAVEN-BLACK RIVER
On September 16, Portage Lions Club of Michigan 
once again spent their weekend sorting Pill Bottles 
to be donated to Matthew 25: Ministries in Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

Pill Bottle Donations:
Portage Lions Club accepts donations of empty 
plastic pill bottles.

The pill bottle program fulfills the dual needs of 
improving medical care in developing countries 
and caring for our environment.

Acceptable collection items include:
• Prescription and over-the-counter pill bottles
• Large and small pill bottles

Pill bottle donations should adhere to the following 
guidelines:
• Bottles must have an all-plastic lid.
• Bottles should be sorted by color and type.
• All labels should be removed, leaving no glue or 
residue.
• All bottles and lids should be washed in very hot 

water and dish soap, rinsed, and dried thoroughly.
• Caps should be placed back onto clean, dried 
bottles.
• Clean, recapped bottles should be placed into 
large resealable bags marked “Clean Bottles.

Thank you to everyone who made it out to our BBQ 
on the Bluff. We had a great turn out and Lion Cub 
Zoey sold a record number of 50/50 tickets!

We have also donated to support our South Haven 
Area Emergency Services.

We are proud sponsors of the South Haven Rocket 
Football & Cheer where our own Lion Cub Zoey is 
a cheerleader.



https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_krHpL62o0F70.jpg.pdf?v=1


For the St. Joe Lions Club program in September, 
Lion Dave Koch introduced Jamie Rossow, Execu-
tive Director, Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Southwest Michigan.  Jamie has been with the 
Center for fourteen years, 
There are 41 Chapters if Children’s Advocacy in 
Michigan.  The Southwest chapter serves Berrien, 
Cass and VanBuren Counties. National studies 
show that one in ten children will experience 
sexual abuse or exploitation before age 18.  Seven-
ty percent of those are 10 years old or younger.  
Ninety percent know their abuser, 60% are family 
members. 
Forensic interview is a large part of the Center’s 
services.  The Center has three interviewers.  
While only one person conducts the interview, 
several other individuals listen and observe the 
interview behind viewing glass.  Some of the agen-

cies represented are law enforcement, child pro-
tective services, prosecutors, and medical person-
nel.  Interviews provided are legally sound, 
non-leading and conducted by a highly trained 
interviewer in a child friendly environment.
Another service performed by the center is medi-
cal exams.  The examinations are conducted on 

the Center’s site in a child-oriented environment 
reducing the potential trauma of a hospital 
setting.  Forensic nurse examiners are well trained 
and knowledgeable and provided through collabo-
ration with Spectrum Lakeland Healthcare.  In 
2015 medical treatment services was also added. 
These services include mental health and therapy.   
  

OCTOBER
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ST. JOSEPH

Lion President Schreiber presents donation to 
the Center 



 

LIONS OF MICHIGAN 

2023 Lions Leadership Events 
 

Two training opportunities, one location 
 

 

  

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
The Michigan Lions Leadership Institute is a 
highly regarded leadership skills development 
event for Lions who are emerging leaders at 
the club, zone, region, and district levels. 
 
 

 

 

  

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE 
Graduates of this program will be able to plan, 
develop, and present training programs.  FDI is 
directed at people who will do training and formal 
presentations at the district level and beyond 
 
 
 

 

 

 

EVENT INFORMATION 
Dates November 3 – 6, 2023 
Location R. A. MacMullan Center 
            104 Conservation Drive 
                   Roscommon, MI  48653 
 

Questions? Email  Lions@lionsofmi.com 
             Phone  (517)887-6640 ext. 10 

 

 
  



More Information!  
Application form 

Lions Leadership Institute 
and Faculty Development Institute 

 
 
 

Deadline:  October 13, 2023 
Send completed form and payment to: 

Lions Leadership Institute 
5730 Executive Drive, Lansing, MI  48911 

 

Applicant information 
First name  ______________________________________  

Last name  ______________________________________  

Address  ______________________________________  

City  ______________________________________  

State  ____________________     Zip _____________  

Phone  ______________________________________  

E-mail  ______________________________________  

Club name  ______________________________________  

District  ________ # years in Lions ________________  

Highest Lions office held ____________________________  

Have you previously attended a Michigan Lions Leadership 
Institute?        yes  ___     no  ___ 
 
Which Institute do you plan to attend (check one)? 

Leadership Institute                     ___ 
Faculty Development Institute     ___ 

 
Payment Information 

 
Pay by check, payable to Michigan Lions 

Leadership Institute 
Enclosed is my check for $250 for 

Leadership Institute  ___ 
Enclosed is my check for $350 for  

Faculty Development Institute  ___ 
 
Pay by credit card online: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/michigan-lions-leadership-
institute-tickets-354586627147?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  
 
Signature    _______________________________________  
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS OCTOBER 13, 2023 
 
A CANCELLATION FEE OF $150.00 WILL APPLY AFTER 

OCTOBER 3, 2023 

 
 

Lions Leadership Institute 
 

 
 
Classes actively involve participants in the learning 
process and enable them to experience the concepts 
presented. The skills acquired can be used not only in 
Lions, but also at work and in everyday life. 
 
When participants aren’t in class, they make new 
friends, network, and exchange ideas from across the 
region. 

 
Here’s a sampling of classes: 
    Team building Conflict resolution 
    Managing change Leadership 
    Presentation skills Effective listening 
    Action plans and goal setting 
 

 
Faculty Development Institute 

 

 
 
Lions who desire to lead and train others at the local 
level will benefit from the FDI, where they will learn 
fundamental training delivery skills and practice 
facilitating in a classroom environment.  
 
Qualifications: 

� Not attended an FDI within the last five (5) years. 
(International or Local)  

� In-depth knowledge of Lions’ culture, Lions 
leadership experience and comfort using 
PowerPoint is preferred. 

Here’s a sampling of classes: 
    Visual Aids                      Training environment 
    Training preparation        Session management 
    Adult learners                  Delivery skills 
    Interactive learning 
 

13, 2022

There is a $350 fee.  This includes registration, 
course materials, three nights of lodging, and 
eight meals.  Arrival Friday, November 3, after 
4:30pm with dinner following.

 

There is a $250 fee.  This includes registration, 
course materials, two nights of lodging, and 
six meals.  Arrival Saturday, November 4, 
registration 10:30-11:30 with lunch following 

 



Mattawan       30 OCT 1958       65 Years
Benton Harbor-Fairplain     31 OCT 34  89 Years 

Congratulations to these 11B-2 clubs for 154 combined 
years of service to their communities & the world!

DISTRICT 11B-2 ZONE CHAIR MAP
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GENERAL NEWS!

Z1 Chair Theresa Dunham
(H) 269.423.8749
askinnyme@hotmail.com

Z2 Chair Dan Chopp
269.998.2042
takeahike161@yahoo.com

Z3 Chair Janet Wartman
 
Z4 Chair Sarah Steffens
269.519.8159
sgs1019@gmail.com

Z5 Chair Alice Kring
269.470.0571
kring.alice@gmail.com

Z6 Chair Josh Bohm
269.506.8829
jbohm14@gmail.com
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