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Thank you to the clubs who have already welcomed me during visits, and to those 
who have scheduled one. If your club has not yet scheduled a visit, please reach 
out—I look forward to spending time with each of you. 

RLLI – Regional Lions Leadership Institute is coming to Mankato this year, September 
25–28. This is an outstanding learning opportunity! Whether you’re seeking to 
strengthen your leadership skills or simply gain more confidence in your abilities, this 
program is the perfect chance to grow. 

First Week of Service – Mental Health & Well-being 

Mark your calendars for October 4–12, 2025. We are encouraged to plan a service 
project that supports mental health and well-being. Don’t forget to report your service 
activities so your impact is recognized! 

Building Stronger Teams Together 

Our district has coordinators for GST (Global Service Team), GMT (Global 
Membership Team), GET (Global Extension Team), and GLT (Global Leadership 
Team). Notice the common word? Team. 

I would love to see each coordinator supported by a team of Lions from across our 
clubs. Imagine the possibilities if just one member from each club joined a team—
membership chairs with GMT, presidents or directors with GLT/GET, secretaries or 
service chairs with GST, and so on. No one can do this work alone, but together we 
can achieve so much more. 

If you feel called to step up and support your club and district, please let me know 
which team you’d like to join. 

Stronger together! 

Denise Nelson 

District Governor 

FAMILY - 
STRONGER 

TOGETHER! 

DISTRICT 5M3 GOVERNOR DENISE NELSON 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://www.e-district.org/sites/5m3/
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2VDG DARREN SANER 

 

Greetings Lions of 5M3,  
 

Where has the summer gone? I am looking forward to fall as it is my favorite time of year. It will be 
busy with training and online learning for me.  

          
As GMT I hope to make some club visits and attend zone meetings and promote membership growth 

in our clubs and district. Can you imagine your community without a Lions club? If you think about all your  
club does for others I’m sure you’d be missed. So, keep asking for new members because more members provide more 
service.  
 
2nd VDG & GMT Darren Saner 

 

 

 

  

 

 

      LEADER DOG FOR THE BLIND VISIT IN ROCHESTER HILLS, MICHIGAN: 
What a visit to Leader Dog, an unbelievable tour and learning experience on how the Lions are a major 
part of Leader Dog history and remain a significant part of their support and success. It was an 
enjoyable day of Lions fellowship, a history lesson of how 3 Detroit Lions started Leader Dog in 1939. 
Also, learning how to be a Human Guide, trying a white cane (did not become an expert user), and 
walking blindfolded with a guide dog. Excellent speakers and Leader Dogs, Lion Joey Johnson and LD 

 Tucker, and Lion Walker Jones and LD Loki. Even the “Dinner in the Dark” was a wonderful experience. No one spilled a 
glass of water or had many stains on their shirts or pants. It is a great opportunity for Lions to see how your donations are 
being used and what great things are being done to help the blind. There is a plaque on a wall at Leader Dog Stating “Room 
donated by Lion Multiple District 5M- Minnesota, NW Ontario,and Manitoba Lions Clubs. Thanks for the hard work and 
dedication of the Leader Dog staff who make a difference and change the lives of so many people with sight impairments”. 
The plaque is on the wall outside of an Instructors Office. 
 

SERVICE REPORTING: Don’t forget your service reporting in the Lions portal. Let’s get to 100 percent of clubs reporting 
by the 1st of January 2026. If you need help, contact the District Administrator Deb Rasset. See July 2026 newsletter for 
contact information. 
 

LOOKING FOR LIONS FROM ZONE 3 TO FILL CABINET POSITION: If you are interested in joining the 5M3 cabinet 
from one of the following clubs from Zone 3: Comfrey, Jeffers, Madelia, New Ulm, Sleepy Eye, Springfield or St. James, 
please contact DG Denise Nelson, or Second Vice District Governor Darren Saner, Immediate Past District Governor Deb 

Rasset or myself. This is a great opportunity to meet new Lions and to be part of an amazing 

cabinet. 
 

Please continue to ask someone to be a Lion. 
Thank you for being a Lion. 
5M3 1VDG 

Greg Janachovsky 

 

1VDG GREG JANACHOVSKY 
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CHILDHOOD 
CANCER MONTH 
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Greetings from the Global Service Desk 

    Welcome to the nice early fall weather that is taking place this morning, and the temperature was 57  degrees. 

The first cabinet meeting was held this past weekend with a nice turnout. The discussion was about membership 

and how to improve our membership in 5M3.  The cabinet will work on this in the next month. 

    Reporting service was also brought up and the clubs need to enter more into the Lions Portal. Last year we 

finished with about 96 % of the clubs reporting. This year the reporting is at 26 % so we do have a lot of work to do. If your club is 

looking for service ideas, here are some that look very simple to do and could be a lot of fun. There is good information on service in 

the rest of the article.   

Greetings Lions, New month, New Cause. 

August is "Youth Month".  

Many opportunities exist for youth and adults to collaborate on community service projects. These can range from hands-on activities 

like park cleanups and food drives to more skill-based initiatives like tutoring or teaching computer skills to seniors. Partnering with 

local organizations like animal shelters, hospitals, or homeless shelters can also provide meaningful service experiences.  

Here are some ideas: 

Hands-on Activities: 

    * Park and neighborhood cleanups: Organize a group to collect litter and debris in a local park or neighborhood.  

    * Food drives and meal preparation: Collect non-perishable food items or prepare meals for distribution to food banks or shelters.  

    * Community garden maintenance: Help with planting, weeding, and harvesting in a local community garden.  

    * Animal shelter support: Assist with tasks like walking dogs, cleaning kennels, or socializing with animals.  

    * Hospital or nursing home visits: Spend time socializing with patients, reading, or playing games.  

    * Car washes or yard work: Offer services like car washes or yard work to elderly or disabled individuals. 

                                 Service Activities             People Served             Volunteer Hours                     LCIF Donations 

1. Fulda                               2                                   34                                   28 

2. Granite Falls                   4                                  500                                  29 

3. Hadley                            3                                                                          66 

4. Jasper                              3                                 560                                   34 

5. Lucan                              3                                                                            4 

6. Morgan                           4                                                                           39 

7. Pipestone                        2                                    92                                   34 

8. Sherburn                         1                                  300                                   60 

9. Springfield Area                                                                                                                                      $50.00 

10. St. James                       2                                  100                                   45 

11. West Brook                   3                                  110                                               

                                      _________________________________________________________________________ 

Lions Clubs reporting       28                                1696                                  340      

SERVICE REPORTING LAST MONTH WAS 26 % .     LETS SEE IF WE CAN IMPROVE THAT.         

 

Thanks GST David J. 
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

June 30, 2024………980 

Jul 31, 2025…….......962  
YTD Members Added: 3 

YTD Members Dropped: -6 YTD   

Net Loss/Gain: -3 

34 clubs      

SAVE THE DATE! 
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5M3 HAPPENINGS! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fulda Lion Perry McNeal pulled the Fulda Lions float 
in Dundee Nothing Days Parade on July 26. 

Jasper Lions donated items for hygiene kits to the Orphan 
Grain Train to help victims of natural disasters. 

Lucan Lion members worked the gates at Farm Fest on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Lions shown: Left picture L-R: 
Mark Tollefson, Joe Schueller, FR Robert Plaetz and Jerry Jenniges. Right photo L-R: Tom Moore, Ron Plaetz, Delbert 
Skoblik, Robert Plaetz, Dennis Plaetz and Greg Janachovski. 
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The Sleepy Eye Lions Club new 
project is to donate $500.00 
to  the Tea for Cancer foundation. 
They intern help to any person 
with cancer with $1000 to help 
with expenses for  treatments 
such as gas, meals and etc. Tea 
for Cancer donated $34,000 last 
year. The Lions hope to continue 
to support that Foundation with 
the new project, working at the 
Pizza Ranch monthly.  Picture 
attached would be the 3 Tea for 
Cancer persons and the Sleepy 
Eye lions Club. 

The Sherburn Lion's installed a handicap ramp in Trimont. The project went very well. The resident just got out of the hospital 
and was very happy to see the ramp was installed. He tried it out and worked very well. That was one happy gentleman and 
gives thanks to the Sherburn Lions and the all the people that helped in the project.  Great Job Sherburn Lions! 

The Hadley Lions Club is a proud sponsor of Relay for 
Life in Murray County! This event takes place annually, 
with a program, survivor meal, luminaria lighting 
ceremony, and “Hope Garden” which includes various 
sponsors. A beautiful evening of remembrance and 
reflection!  
 

Club President, Riley Engbarth, is pictured accepting a 
sponsorship certificate on behalf of the Hadley Lions 
Club. 
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IPDG Deb hands over the 
gavel to DG Denise at the 
first cabinet meeting 
picnic in Morgan. Far 
right: IPDG Deb presents 
PDG Patty with a 
Governor Award for her 
year as 2023-2024 District 
5M3 Governor. 
 

1VDG Greg Janachovsky 
visited Leader Dog for the 
Blind in Rochester Hills, 
MI. It was an “eye 
opening” experience! 
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Left: At the Fulda Lions meeting on August 18, 
the five FCCLA students from Fulda High 
School that qualified to attend the National 
Leadership  conference in Florida described the 
good experience they had and thanked Lions for 
the donation to help pay for their trip. 

Below: Sleepy Eye lions in the parade gave out Mardi Gras 
beads. Left to right, Lions Dakota Krumray (in suit), Ron 
Petersen, Dr Larson and Russell Sorensen. 

Working at the pizza ranch to raise money for 
Tea for Cancer is Sleepy Eye Lion President 
Gwen Mack in the picture with a customer giving 
a tip. 

 The Tracy Lions screened 22 three-year-old 
preschoolers, two 5-year-olds, and two 6-month-
old infants.  They had 4 referrals  for  a more 
professional examination  of their eyes.  One of 
the referrals was a 6-month-old!  Kids eyes 
change fast at their young ages!  They will screen 
K through 12th  grades in early October. 
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Hadley Lions had a busy week during the Murray 
County Fair manning the Lions booth with Fulda 
Lions, handing out candy during the parade and 
helping at the beer gardens. Eyeglasses were 
collected at the Lions booth and at Investors Choice 
booth, where Carla Goedtke presented President 
Riley Engbarth with a donation to be given to Vision 
Foundation. 
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District banner is 
available for clubs to 

use. Contact DG Denise 
if interested. 

Above shirt is available at 
507 Designs in Slayton. 

507-836-6255 
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CANBY LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:30 PM 

PK Egans 

Pres. Gene Bies 

CLARKFIELD 
LIONS 

3rd Tuesday, 7:30 AM 

Clarkfield City Hall 

Pres. Paul Wilson 

COMFREY LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:00 PM 

Comfrey Comm Center 

Pres. Gary Richter 

FAIRMONT LIONS 

1st Mon. 12:00 PM     
Jakes Pizza                 

3rd  Mon. 6:00 PM     
Pizza Ranch 

Pres. Jim Davison 

FULDA LIONS 

3rd Monday, 5:30 PM  

Antonios Restaurant 

Pres. Marvin Isder 

GRANITE FALLS 
LIONS 

1st & 3rd Mon, 6:30 PM 

Tolley’s 

Pres. Michael Brown 

HADLEY LIONS 

4th Wed, 6:30 PM 

Hadley Comm Center 

Pres. Riley Engbarth 

JACKSON LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:15 PM 

Jackson Golf Course             

Pres. Ronald Anderson 

JASPER LIONS 

3rd Monday, 6:00 PM 

The Gathering Table 

Pres. Paula Sanow 

JEFFERS COMM 
LIONS 

1st Thurs, 6:30 PM 

Jeffers City Hall 

Pres. Nathan McClanahan 

LAKE BENTON 
LIONS                       

2nd Thurs, 6:00 PM   
Country House Supper 

2nd Tues, 6:00 PM    
Center Post             

Pres. Jodi Riedel 

LAKEFIELD LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:30 PM 

Lakefield Multi-Purpose 
Building                     

Pres. Barbara Bakalyer 

LAMBERTON LIONS 

4th Tuesday, 7:00 PM 

Revere Christian 
Fellowship Church 

Pres. Mike Vollmer 

LUCAN LIONS 

2nd Thurs 7:00 PM & 
1st Friday 7:30 AM 

Knott’s Corner          
Bar & Grill 

Pres. David Ourada 

LUVERNE LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:00 PM 

Luverne Pizza Ranch 

Pres. Glenda 
Schomacker 

MADELIA LIONS 

1st Tuesday, 6:00 PM 

Madelia American Legion 

Pres. Ryan Wiederhoeft 

MARSHALL LIONS 

2nd & 4th Tues, 6:00 PM 

Marshall Perkins 

Pres. Mark Mather 

MILROY LIONS 

1st Thurs, 6:30 PM &    
3rd Thurs, 7:00 PM 

Milroy American Legion 

Pres. James Thalacker 

MORGAN LIONS 

4th Mon, 6:30 PM & 2nd 
Mon, 7:00 PM 

Lions Comm Center 

Pres. Steven Ardolf 

MOUNTAIN LAKE 
LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:15 PM 

The Den 

Pres. Deb Wallert 

LIONS CLUB OF 
NEW ULM 

2nd Thurs, 6:00 PM 

Turner Hall 

Pres. Diann Warta 

PIPESTONE LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:30 PM 

Pipestone Pizza Ranch 

Pres. Darl Korthals 

REDWOOD FALLS 
LIONS 

1st & 3rd Mon, 6:00 PM 

Redwood Falls VFW 
Pres. Paul VanDer 

Hagen 

SHERBURN LIONS 

2nd & 4th Mon, 7:00 PM 

Sherburn Legion 

Pres. Eric Hanson 

SLEEPY EYE LIONS 

1st Tuesday, 6:05 PM 

Dawg Haus 

Pres. Gwen Mack 

SPRINGFIELD 
AREA LIONS 

2nd Thursday, 6:30 PM 

American Legion 

Pres. Eric Thorston 

ST. JAMES LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:00 PM 

Eagles Club 

Pres. Joseph McCabe 

TRACY LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:30 PM 

The Caboose 

Pres. Tome Hesse 

 

TRUMAN LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:00 PM 

Truman Church of 
Christ 

Pres. Rev. Merrill 
Davis 

TYLER LIONS  

4th Wednesday, 7:30 PM 

Kronborg Inn 

Pres. Don Buhl 

VESTA LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:30 PM 

Vesta Café 

Pres. James Penske 

WABASSO LIONS 

2nd Wed, 6:00 PM 

Comm Center Bar 

Pres. Dan Fischer 

WINDOM LIONS 

2nd & 4th Wed, 6:30 PM 

Jack Slades Steakhouse 

Pres. Todd Schmidt 

 

WESTBROOK LIONS 

1st Wednesday 8:00 PM 

Westbrook Senior Center 

Pres. Russell Gundermann 

RTR FCCLA LEOS 

Tyler Lions Branch 

Advisor, Ted Kern 

$25.00 to District 
Treasurer, Diana 
Kuehl 141 2nd Ave, 
Jackson, MN 56143 

Memo: Newsletter 
Sponsor 


