
JUNE 2026 

EDITION 18 

VOLUME 9 

www.lionsclubs.org 

District 5M-3 - Lions e-District Houses 

5M3  
 

 

2025-2026 Officers 

DG Denise Nelson  
dnelson0714@hotmail.com 

507-227-1712 

 

DGE Greg Janachovsky 

greg.janachovsky@gmail.com 

507-828-4490 

 

1VDGE Darren Saner 

lionsanerd@outlook.com 

507-227-0944 

 

Secretary Arlene Erickson 

ericksona556b@gmail.com 

617-827-1750 

 

Treasurer Diana Kuehl 

dianakuehl5@gmail.com 

507-350-8913 

 

Newsletter Editor Lisa Saner 

5m3lionsmn@gmail.com 

507-227-7685 

 

In this edition: 

2. DG Denise  
3. DGE Greg  
4. 1VDGE Darren 

5. Stop the Drop 

  6-7.      D-Feet Walk 

  8. GMT article 

   9-13.      Save the Date 

 14. LCIF Update 

15-18.     5M3 Happenings 

       19.  District Shirts 

       20. Shirt Order Form 

21-24. 2025-2026 Cabinet 

       25. 5M3 Lions Clubs 

 *Zones 1 & 2 Meeting – Page 2
*Leadership Training – Page 4 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://www.e-district.org/sites/5m3/
mailto:dianakuehl5@gmail.com


2  

 District 5M3 Lions 

June 2026 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 As the Lions year draws to a close, I find myself reflecting on what a wonderful  
 year it has been serving as your District Governor. Everyone has been so   
 supportive, welcoming, and encouraging throughout this journey. We may be a  
 smaller district, but we truly are a strong and dedicated one! 

To those who served on committees, organized events, attended training sessions, or simply stepped in 
to lend a helping hand when needed — thank you. You have made my job not only easier, but truly an 
experience to remember. This year has been a team effort in every sense of the word. 

As I pass the torch to District Governor Elect Greg, I do so with gratitude and optimism. The future is 
bright for District 5M3 because of each and every one of you. DGE Greg will be a great leader this coming 
year. Let’s continue building on our momentum, growing our service, membership and making a 
difference together. 

Thank you for the honor of serving as your District Governor. 

Until next time… 

Can you hear those Lions roar?  

DG Denise 

DG DENISE  NELSON 

District 5M3 Zones 1 & 2 Meeting 

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 

SLAYTON PIZZA RANCH 

6:00 pm meeting 

Come earlier if eating (on your own) 

 

Zone 1 Clubs:   Canby, Clarkfield, 
Granite Falls, Marshall, Tracy, Tyler 

 

Zone 2 Clubs:   Lake Benton, 
Pipestone, Luverne,  Hadley, Fulda, 
Westbrook, Jasper 

  

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

Mar 31, 2025…….….987 

Apr 30, 2026…….......946  
34 Clubs 

YTD Members Added: 36 

YTD Members Dropped: -55 YTD   
Net Loss/Gain: -19 

 

34 clubs      
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 DGE GREG 

 JANACHOVSKY 

 

 2026/2027 LEADERSHIP TRAINING: Change in the format this year, each zone is having at 
least one  Leadership Training Meeting. Instead of two large Sunday sessions in Windom and Marshall, we 
are  bringing training closer to you by hosting weeknight sessions in each zone during May and 
 June. Who should attend: All current and incoming club officers (attendance is expected as 
part of your role), and any Lions member interested in future leadership opportunities.   
 

MEETING DATES: Zone 1; May 26, 2026, Tolley's in Granite Falls at 6:30 pm; Zone 3; May 27, 2026, 
Springfield Legion at 6:30 pm; Zone 5; June 10, 2026, Multi-Purpose Center in Lakefield at 6:30 pm; Zone 4; 
June 16, 2026, Knott's Corner in Lucan at 6:30 pm. Luverne has step forward to host for zone 2 looking at 
dates in June 15, 17 or 18.  
 

This training is a great opportunity to better understand leadership roles and expectations at both the club and district 
level. Meeting should be about one hour.  Food may be provided; Hosting Lions clubs will decide on the food menu. 
Would be great if you let the hosting Lions club that you are attending a few days in advance, so they can plan on the 
amount of food needed. Remember all current and new officers are expected to attend as this is part of your 
duties and responsibilities. 
  
IT'S TIME TO GROW AND SERVE MORE PEOPLE: What does it take to grow and serve more people?  It 
takes Lions in each of our clubs to provide more service, which makes an impact on our communities by finding new 
opportunities to serve and helping more people and inspire them to join our clubs. It takes Lions in each club who 
want to spread the word of Lionism and grow and serve in leadership roles in our clubs and district that are meaningful 
and make an impact.  It takes Lions who are open to listen to new members and support their new ideas and try them, 
why not? It may be time to freshen up the list of projects we do.  It takes Lions who are passionate about service and 
reach out whenever and wherever they can to be inclusive of all members or their club and community.  It takes Lions 
who inspire and ask questions, give directions and support each other to make sure their club is following an action 
plan for future growth in leadership, membership and service. It takes Lions who find their voice, their passion, their 
strength to make their club and community a better place to be a part of. It takes every Lion to live our moto “We 
Serve” in everything we do. We are a source of help, hope and happiness to every person we meet. 5M3 Lions are a 
force of change and we can grow and make a difference by serving more people at home and around the world!  
Believe in yourself, believe in Lions! 
 

LOOKING FOR CABINET & FOUNDATION CHAIRS: If you are interested joining the 5M3 cabinet, please 
contact District Governor Denise Nelson or myself. We are looking for a Second Vice District Governor, zone 3 
chair, Constitution & By-Laws chair and a Youth Exchange chair. 

THE SEASON OF LIONS FUNRAISERS: Please support your neighboring Lions clubs' fundraisers. A wonderful 
way to socialize, visit with friends, family & neighbors, plus helping them raise money for local community projects. 
Check out the 5M3 website and the latest  newsletter for Lions clubs fundraisers and foundation activities. 

Thank you for being a Lion. 
5M3 DGE 

Greg Janachovsky 
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   1VDGE DARREN SANER 

  

 My first year of DG training will end soon and the beginning of another draws near with more club visits, 
 seminars and gathering of information. I’ll endeavor to bring that knowledge to your clubs and together 
 we’ll keep District 5M3 growing stronger. 
  

 I’ve enjoyed working with DG Denise and look forward to continued alliance with DG Greg and 
whomever steps into the 2VDG role. I know you’re out there! Call me 507-227-0944 and we’ll talk. 
 

If you’re stepping into or continuing in your club’s leadership role, please attend one of the trainings. It’s very helpful and 
you’ll meet other Lions in those same positions who can be good contacts in the future. We don’t always know what those 
roles involve unless we’re told.  
 

I am looking forward to touring Leader Dog in September and will start FVDG training soon. Please invite me to your Gov. 
visits along with Greg so I can get to know you all. 
 

We are currently down 19 members for the year and want to end on a positive. Please ask someone to be a lion today!                              

 

Keep on serving!!   

1VDGE Darren.    

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

ATTENDANCE IS EXPECTED FOR 
ALL CURRENT/INCOMING OFFICERS! 

 

*May 26, 2026 – Granite Falls 

Tolley’s – 6:30 pm 

*May 27, 2026 – Springfield 

Legion – 6:30 pm 

*June 10, 2026 – Lakefield 

Multi-Purpose Center – 6:30 pm 

(they need to know how many) 

*June 16, 2026 – Lucan 

Knott’s Corner – 6:30 pm 

*June 18, 2026 – Luverne 

Trailshead – 6:30 pm 
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Greetings from the Global Service Desk 

 

Welcome to a busy time of the year, attending graduations and a few Lions meetings that are taking place. The Global Action Team is working 

on maybe getting a Lions club starting in Ellsworth. We are meeting with the Mayor and city council and a community group that is pretty 

involved with the city. We will see what happens down the road. A few other towns were visited, and they are Cottonwood and Wanda. We 

also went to the Comfrey club’s Meet and Greet that turned out very well with a couple of prospective members. We are closer than many 

realize. One new member per club and one more service plus invitation moment can shift the entire year. Lions International have a goal of 

1.5 members by June 30, 2026. Our 1.4 million members are serving locally and globally to help take on some of the biggest challenges facing 

humanity. JUST KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK THE LIONS ARE DOING. LET'S SEE IF WE GET TO 1.5MILLON. Just remember to ask. Have a great 

summer. Thanks again for your service. 

 

 Number of Members Service Activities  People Served  Volunteer Hours  LCIF Donations 

1.Canby 15 15 3,957 160 145.00 

2.Clarkfield 22 1 25 10 0 

3.Comfrey 9 4 235 20 10.00 

4.Fairmont 24 8 4,611 735 600.00 

5.Fulda 24 15 1,658 458 25.00 

6.Granite Falls 38 32 4,610 119 101.00 

7.Hadley 35 95 8,316 1,192 1,009.71 

8.Jackson 35 4 1,060 250 2018.04 

9.Jasper 24 49 1.681 229 240.00 

10.JeffersComm 19 1 0 0 50.00 

11.LakeBenton 25 5 282 154 0 

12.Lakefield 23 38 1,649 371 164.95 

13.Lamberton 13 4 170 46 1,060.60 

14.Lucan 46 80 10,660 1,352 823.65 

15.Luverne 25 1 0 11 285.24 

16.Madelia 24 1 0 0 500.00 

17.Marshall 23 80 8,598 613 165.45 

18.Milroy 31 5 650 236 35.00 

19.Morgan 21 40 9,263 986 380.00 

20.MountainLake 18 19 2,636 37 50.00 

21.NewUlm 56 67 6,184 1,681 1218.00 

22.Pipestone 11 4 467 63 38.00 

23.RedwoodFalls 29 13 6,800 309 200.00 

24.Sherburn 38 14 2,978 764 627.95 

25.SleepyEye 19 16 1,220 188 100.00 

26.SpringfieldArea 30 23 2,809 323 533.00 

27.St.James 19 15 861 350 800.00 

28.Tracy 59 14 1,591 241 649.00 

29.Truman 11 12 1045 1401 50.00 

30.Tyler 33 8 2334 272 260.00 

31.Vesta 28 2 100 145 125.00 

32.Wabasso 66 1 450 500 200.00 

33.Westbrook 18 84 10,171 657 410.35 

34.Windom 35 44 5,131 876 473.28 

District Level Activities 3 500 
 

No Club Designated ________________________________________________________________________________________________

 951 818 103,002 14,919 29,605.10   

 

5M3 Lions Service Reporting 

THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE 

 

GST DAVID J. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
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ATTENTION EVERYONE!!! 
Luverne Lions Club is having their 2nd annual Buffalo Days 

Raffle on June 5, 2026. 

Five big raffle prizes!!  #1.  Sophia and William 3 Burner/Charcoal 

Combo with Smoker Grill!!  #2.  Ninja Food Air Fryer with smart cook 

thermometer!!  #3 – #4 – #5.  Meat bundles (Premium MN Pork 

Bundles)!! 

$5.00 a ticket each or $50.00 FOR A PACKET OF 10 TICKETS !!  (must 

be 18 to purchase or win).  Need not be present to win.  Call any 

Luverne Lions Club member to buy tickets. 

Luverne Lions Club president: Glenda Schomaker – 507-220-3226 

Raffle committee Chair  –  Mike Wagley  –  320-979-0801 

Drawing to be held June 5, 2026 at approximately 7:30 pm. 

Net proceeds split between MN Lions Hearing Foundation and Mn 

Lions Diabetes Foundation. 
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Good evening, Lions, 
 
I have a couple of updates on LCIF. 
I want to thank all of the clubs and individuals that have made a donation to LCIF this year.  
We have made our Multiple goal of $300,000 for Special Olympics! 
Our district is just $3000 short of our LCIF goal for this year. 
We have 2 months left, so if you or your club has not donated and would like to help out, please let me 
know. 
If your club is still collecting donations with the jar, please get the donations to me by June 1st to make 
sure they get credited by July 1st. 
The winners at the Mid-Winter convention were; 
Most Creative- Springfield Area  
Most representative of LCIF-Marshall 
Highest percent donation per member- Jackson. 
They all received a $50 for their club to LCIF. 
If you have any ideas for fundraising next year, please share with me. 
Please share this message with your club. 
Once again, Thank you for supporting our foundation. 
 
5M3 LCIF District Coordinator  
Deb Rasset 
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5M3 HAPPENINGS! 

Lion Jerry Wohlers (red shirt) between 2 Past District 
Presidents from the Jackson Lions Club, Lion Don Kuehl and 
Lion John Meyers, and Lion Mark Walter (blue sweatshirt) who 
organized a great meeting to hear how CAMP CONFIDENCE 
continues to impact families across Minnesota! 
 

Granite Falls Lions 
braved the wind to 
clean up their 
section of Highway 
23! 

Redwood Falls Lions once 

again took part in the 

Adopt-A-Highway program this 

spring, cleaning up the ditches 

west of Redwood Falls. One 

step at a time, Lions continue 

working to make our world a 

better place. 
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Redwood Falls Lion Alexis Nelson 
received a Certificate of Appreciation from 
DG Denise for Project New Hope Retreat at 
Lake Shetek which was held May 1st-3rd, 
2026. 

Redwood Falls Lions Members were 
putting up lights for the Celebrate 
Redwood’s Annual “Night Falls” which 
took place on May 7th – 9th at Ramsey 
Park. 

The Redwood Falls Lions were happy to help this year at the Redwood Valley High School prom. One of their 
longest-serving members, Denny Moore, dressed up and warmly greeted each couple as he opened the door for them, 
helping make the evening extra special. 
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Granite Falls  Lions held their annual honors banquet at the rock in granite falls. Honoring YME seniors who 
have maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher throughout their high school career. 

Hadley Lions held 
their annual 
baseball 
tournament on 
May 9th. Far left: 
Lions Teresa, 
Robin, Kim and 
Rhonda sell 
concessions. Near 
right: Lion Joe 
trains Scott on the 
fire dept grill.  
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Redwood Falls Lions members Stacey Draeger & Denny 
Moore were happy to give out 2 - $500 scholarships to 
Redwood Valley Senior recipients Zach Wilson & Delayna 
Nez at the “Evening of the Stars” Event held on May 13th. 

 

Redwood Falls Lions 
were happy to be able 
to donate to the new 
“Lake Redwood 
Paddle Share.”  This 
gives patrons the 
opportunity to rent 
paddle boards, single 
kayaks and double 
kayaks with life jackets 
included to take out on 
and explore Lake 
Redwood. 

 

Morgan Lion Craig 
recognized four 
scholarship 
recipients during 
Senior Recognition 
Night. 
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The Lions Club of New Ulm 
are hosted the Cash Wise 
Brat Stand, Thursday, May 
21st and Friday, May 22. 
Shoppers enjoyed a delicious 
Brat or Hot Dog with all the 
trimmings while supporting 
the Lions. 

5M3 Lions 
volunteered for 

Project New 
Hope weekend at 

Lake Shetek. 
Lions Alexis, 

Shirley, Darren, 
Greg and Deb 

wait for 
instructions. 
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District banner is 
available for clubs to 

use. Contact DG Denise 
if interested. 

Above shirt is available at 
507 Designs in Slayton. 

507-836-6255 
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CANBY LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:30 PM 

PK Egans 

Pres. Gene Bies 

CLARKFIELD 
LIONS 

3rd Tuesday, 7:30 AM 

Clarkfield City Hall 

Pres. Paul Wilson 

COMFREY LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:00 PM 

Comfrey Comm Center 

Pres. Gary Richter 

FAIRMONT LIONS 

1st Mon. 12:00 PM     
Jakes Pizza                 

3rd  Mon. 6:00 PM     
Pizza Ranch 

Pres. Jim Davison 

FULDA LIONS 

3rd Monday, 5:30 PM  

Antonios Restaurant 

Pres. Marvin Isder 

GRANITE FALLS 
LIONS 

1st & 3rd Mon, 6:30 PM 

Tolley’s 

Pres. Michael Brown 

HADLEY LIONS 

4th Wed, 6:30 PM 

Hadley Comm Center 

Pres. Riley Engbarth 

JACKSON LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:15 PM 

Jackson Golf Course             

Pres. Ronald Anderson 

JASPER LIONS 

3rd Monday, 6:00 PM 

The Gathering Table 

Pres. Paula Sanow 

JEFFERS COMM 
LIONS 

1st Thurs, 6:30 PM 

Jeffers City Hall 

Pres. Nathan McClanahan 

LAKE BENTON 
LIONS                       

2nd Thurs, 6:00 PM   
Country House Supper 

2nd Tues, 6:00 PM    
Center Post             

Pres. Jodi Riedel 

LAKEFIELD LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:00 PM 

Lakefield Multi-Purpose 
Building                     

Pres. Barbara Bakalyer 

LAMBERTON LIONS 

4th Tuesday, 5:00 PM 

Revere Christian 
Fellowship Church 

Pres. Mike Vollmer 

LUCAN LIONS 

2nd Thurs 7:00 PM & 
1st Friday 7:30 AM 

Knott’s Corner          
Bar & Grill 

Pres. David Ourada 

LUVERNE LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:00 PM 

Luverne Pizza Ranch 

Pres. Glenda 
Schomacker 

MADELIA LIONS 

1st Tuesday, 6:00 PM 

Madelia American Legion 

Pres. Ryan Wiederhoeft 

MARSHALL LIONS 

2nd & 4th Tues, 6:00 PM 

Marshall Perkins 

Pres. Mark Mather 

MILROY LIONS 

1st Thurs, 6:30 PM &    
3rd Thurs, 7:00 PM 

Milroy American Legion 

Pres. James Thalacker 

MORGAN LIONS 

4th Mon, 6:30 PM & 2nd 
Mon, 7:00 PM 

Lions Comm Center 

Pres. Steven Ardolf 

MOUNTAIN LAKE 
LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:15 PM 

The Den 

Pres. Deb Wallert 

LIONS CLUB OF 
NEW ULM 

2nd Thurs, 6:00 PM 

Turner Hall 

Pres. Diann Warta 

PIPESTONE LIONS 

2nd Monday, 6:30 PM 

Pipestone Pizza Ranch 

Pres. Darl Korthals 

REDWOOD FALLS 
LIONS 

1st & 3rd Mon, 6:00 PM 

Redwood Falls VFW 
Pres. Paul VanDer 

Hagen 

SHERBURN LIONS 

2nd & 4th Mon, 7:00 PM 

Sherburn Legion 

Pres. Eric Hanson 

SLEEPY EYE LIONS 

1st Tuesday, 6:05 PM 

Sleepy Eye Golf Course 

Pres. Gwen Mack 

SPRINGFIELD 
AREA LIONS 

2nd Thursday, 6:30 PM 

American Legion 

Pres. Eric Thorston 

ST. JAMES LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:00 PM 

Eagles Club 

Pres. Joseph McCabe 

TRACY LIONS 

2nd Tuesday, 6:00 PM 

The Caboose 

Pres. Tom Hesse 

(New Day/Time) 

TRUMAN LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:00 PM 

Truman Church of 
Christ 

Pres. Rev. Merrill 
Davis 

TYLER LIONS  

4th Wednesday, 7:30 PM 

Kronborg Inn 

Pres. Don Buhl 

VESTA LIONS 

1st Monday, 6:30 PM 

Vesta Café 

Pres. James Penske 

WABASSO LIONS 

2nd Wed, 6:00 PM 

Comm Center Bar 

Pres. Dan Fischer 

WINDOM LIONS 

2nd & 4th Wed, 6:30 PM 

Jack Slades Steakhouse 

Pres. Todd Schmidt 

 

WESTBROOK LIONS 

1st Wednesday 8:00 PM 

Westbrook Senior Center 

Pres. Russell Gundermann 

RTR FCCLA LEOS 

Tyler Lions Branch 

Advisor, Ted Kern 

$25.00 to District 
Treasurer, Diana 
Kuehl 141 2nd Ave, 
Jackson, MN 56143 

Memo: Newsletter 
Sponsor 


