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District Governor’s message 

 

 So are you thinking about running for Second Vice District Governor? You 
might think it’s too late, but it’s not. The time to do it is now. With the great training 
we receive in Indiana, you don’t want to miss out on any of it.  If you want to know 
more just call me. 

 It’s the start of a new year of Lions. How exciting! The fairs, festivals and our 
service projects — new and old — are keeping us busy.  Anniversaries are happening 
as well as celebrating what all our clubs have done. And hopefully looking to the fu-
ture on what you and your club can be doing to serve your community. What a great 
avenue the Lions affords us to help people. Because isn’t that what it’s all about — 
people helping people. 

 Now let’s talk about cabinet and zone meetings and how important they are. 
First, this is a way we can communicate things that are going on in our district, and 
get feedback from Lions throughout our organization. So if there’s help that is need-
ed, we can help in a timely manner. Or if a club is having a fundraiser, we can sup-
port them.   Or if they need man power, we can lend a Lion. 

 Please advertise your fund raisers and service activities so that other Lions 
and the public can attend.  I’m sure if other Lions see the success you are having, 
they will say if it works here why can’t  it work back in my club. What a great form of 
flattery. 

 Thank you to all that attended our first cabinet meeting. Hopefully you 
learned something that you could bring back to your club. A special thank you to 
Carolyn Toosley, our district diabetes chair person. What great questions! Please 
invite her to come and speak at your zone or club meeting.  
 
Yours in Lionism, 

DG Dennis Brown 

DG Dennis with his Granddaughters, 

Addison and Leah 

mailto:liondennisbrown@yahoo.com
mailto:bogey2308@gmail.com
mailto:lionbarb@comcast.net
mailto:Patty.Cooke@gmail.com
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Dear fellow Lions  

 This has been a great start to the year and I am happy that DG Dennis had a successful first cabinet 

meeting!  The Global Action Team ( GAT )  had a lot of important information to share and we had  nineteen clubs rep-

resented.  A huge thank you for your participation! 

 Hopefully by now everyone has their district directories — most were handed out at the cabinet  meeting. 

There are several ways to utilize this great resource.  You can use it to look up numbers and call people to ask to do a 

presentation at your club meetings, get to know who your Zone Chairman is, and important upcoming dates of cabinet 

meetings and conventions.   And there is a lot of historical info in there as well.   

 But I want to talk about leadership opportunities for your club members.  There are over 30 committees that 

regular members can get involved with.  So if you have members in your club that may be interested in one of the com-

mittees or want to be a trustee (elected position) of one of the state projects, please let someone know.  USE YOUR 

DISTRICT DIRECTORIES.  Every president and secretary should have one and I highly recommend taking 15-20 minutes 

of your next meeting to go over the 25A Directory.  Use it to explore all the opportunities to get involved on a District 

level.  It could also spark some ideas that could benefit your community.    

 And most importantly, if you have questions don't hesitate to call someone, I actually know this guy who can be 

very helpful in answering questions.  Yes, I'm talking about DG Dennis Brown.  So let's utilize our district directories to 

help grow your clubs and grow our great district of 25A. 

God bless ,  VDG Mitch 

2019 Indiana Lions State Convention 

 

 Indiana Lions will host International President Gudrun Yngva-

dottir and PID Dr. Jon Bjarni Thorsteinsson in Fort Wayne April 26 – 

28.  You will want to take this rare opportunity to meet President Gud-

run as she makes limited appearances in the USA. She is a biomedical 

scientist from Iceland, and the first woman to lead our organization in 

its 101 year history.   

 To quote IP Gudrun, “We serve the world and our local com-

munities with pride, compassion and kindness.  But there’s a world of 

service yet to be reached, one that lives within our collective aspirations. 

Once discovered, it will open a level of humanitarian good the world 

has never seen.  It’s out there, somewhere Beyond the Horizon.

  

Indiana Lions are known throughout the state as the group 

that meets needs in our communities, is there in times of trouble, and 

joins together to celebrate the victories great and small.  Let’s showcase 

our Indiana clubs by making this the largest State Convention ever. 

Let’s come together and share with each other the work we are doing in 

our own communities, and encourage even more service. Save the date 

now and make plans to attend the 2019 Convention at the Grand 

Wayne Convention Center in Fort Wayne. 

Reach “Beyond the Horizon” as our Indiana Lions family 

gathers to share ideas, celebrate our successes, and be part of this his-

torical year.  Follow the Indiana Lions State Convention on Facebook 

and at www.indianalionsconvention.org for all the latest information.   

 

Kaylene Souers 

Extra!  Extra!  Extra! 

The dates have changed  to submit  articles  to the  

newsletter.   From now on, please have all information 

to me by the last  day of the month.   You should  then 

receive the newsletter by the 5th of month. 

Patty Cooke    

Patty.Cooke@gmail.com 

http://www.indianalionsconvention.org
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Club Excellence for 2017-2018 

Did your club maintain its membership or have a net growth at the close of the 2017-2018 Lion 
year? Did your club make a contribution to LCIF?  Did your club participate in at least three service 
projects? Did your club officers attend any training events? Did your club promote your club’s 
events or activities to your community? If you answered yes to these questions, you may be eligible 
for the Club Excellence  

Complete the Club Excellence Award Application located in the member center 

at www.lionsclubs.org, and submit to IPDG Robin Smith for processing.  Deadline to submit appli-

cations to LCI is August 31, 2018, so don't delay.  Any questions, please contact IPDG Robin 
Smith. 

Lion Robin Smith 
Immediate Past District Governor  

Lions District 25A 

(219) 462-8285 - home 

(219) 916-4549 - cell 

 Zone 1C Meeting 

Hold the Date! 

When: Evening of  Wednesday, September 19th 

Lion  ZC Margaret Verkuillen, PDG will provide more 

information as soon as it is  available 

The meeting  will be hosted by the Munster Lions. 

 

 Joint 2A/2B Zone Meeting  

When:   Monday, September 10th  

Where:  The Paragon Restaurant in Hobart. 

   1701 E 37th Ave, Hobart, IN 46342  

Who:   Lion Carolyn Toosley  will be speaking about   
   Diabetes 

Contact ZC Lion Nick Gonzalez  if you have any questions 

Phone:  219-588-4893    Email:  nsg1917@yahoo  

HI Lions All, 

Today we received our approval from LCI to use the Lions 
Emblem!  So we will be moving forward with the 501c3 
application.  It will be discussed at next Board Meeting, 
which Kevin will set in the near future.  Thanks for all your 
support! 

Indiana Lions District 25A Eyeglass Recycling and Vision 
Services, Inc.   Fishing for Life is also under the same EIN 
as the Eyeglass Recycling.  We have those documents that 
are recorded with the Articles of Inc. with State of Indiana 
and IRS. 

 If you have any questions, let me know. 

 Thank you Lions All for your support! 

 PDG Connie Roe 

August 18th   4 - 7 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
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SUPPORT THE  

INDIANA LIONS FOUNDATION  

BY SELLING TICKETS AT THE  

2018 INDIANA STATE FAIR  

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
 

DATES: AUGUST 3 – 19  

MORNING AND AFTERNOON SHIFTS AVAILABLE 
 

EARN W. P. WOODS FELLOWSHIP CREDITS FOR YOU OR 

YOUR CLUB 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP VISIT:  

indianalionsfoundationmd25.org 
 

OR CONTACT A DISTRICT 25A ILF TRUSTEE 
 

PDG Kevin Roe - 219-963-0761 

Lion Paul Marsh - 219-851-2281 

Lion Andy Dybel - 219-629-1273    
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Go to our 25A District Webpage for more information:       https://www.e-district.org/sites/25a/ 

https://www.e-district.org/sites/25a/
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It’s no too late to register and it’s not too far to drive!  Go to the Forum!  It is a fantastic way to interact with your 

fellow Lions from around North America.    You gain new ideas on Service Projects, fundraising, club management and 

much more.  And that is just sitting around talking during the meals.   At the sessions, you  gain insight into the goals 

of Lions Club International—and how they plan to achieve those goals so that Lions may serve more people through-

out the world.   It is a great learning experience and much more.  I always come away recharged and enthusiastic 

about who we are and what we do — WE SERVE! 
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 The Mill Creek Community Lions Club 
held their fourth annual “Lions Paws For Support” 
Paddlefest on Fish Lake. The club project will do-
nate emotional support animals to veterans 
affected by PTSD. These dogs will be adopted 
from the LaPorte County Small Animal Shelter. 

 An emotional support animal is a com-
panion that provides therapeutic benefit, such as 
alleviating or migrating symptoms of the disability, 
to an individual with a mental or psychiatric disa-
bility. The Paddlefest included novice and expert 
stand-up paddleboard races, novice canoe and 
kayak races.  

The Highland Lions celebrated their 75th Anniversary with a quiet dinner of club members with a few select 

guests.  During the event they awarded two college scholarships.  Right:  Wyatt Kujinski and McKenzie Lewis 

with Club President Warren Benko.   Left:  Lion Laurel Roach receives a Melvin Jones Fellowship to recognize 

her service.  Pictured are Lions Warren, Laurel and DG Dennis. 

 

PCC Steve with IPDG Robin Smith at Ban-

ner Night 

DG Dennis Brown with the Kouts Lions 

Club Banner  
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Below:  GMT Area Leader, PCC Steve Anton 

congratulates our new MD25 GMT Leader, 

PDG Dick Silvera. 

DG Dennis Brown presents IPDG Robin 

Smith with her PDG ring – a gift from the 

district for her ‘Awesome’ year as our 

Leader. 

Lions of District 25-A 
The Eye Glass Mission Group is looking for some new members to join for our next mission. This year we again are staying 
2 weeks, but this does not mean you have to. We are thinking about anyone who would like to come down for just one 
week either the first or second week. 
  
Generally we have between 35 and 40 members for the first week, and maybe 20 stay for the second week. This year we 
would like to have at minimum 35 for each week. 
  
We will be  going to Tula, which is in the State of Hildago. The worksite is all on one level, and the hotel is within walking 
distance . But for those who wish not to walk, transportation is provided. The dates of the mission is February 16, 2019 to 
the 23rd for week one. Week two is February 23 2019 to March 3, 2019. This is with a day off between missions. 
  
So if you have ever given it some thought about going on a  missions, we would love to have you aboard. You have to pay 
for the airfare. The hotel may cost some out of pocket, (will know more when it get’s closer to the mission) and they provide 
the meals and transportation from the airport and back in Mexico City. 
  
We have a mission meeting coming up on September 16,2018 at Butch and Rhonda’s residence. It will start around 3:30 
pm Central time. This will be a carry-in meal. So if interested please feel free to come. Any questions please contact Kevin 
or Connie Roe, PDG Robin Smith, Lion Carol Pahs, or any mission member. 
  
Thanks again 
PDG Kevin Roe 
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More information to 

Come!  LCIF has set a goal 

to raise $300M in 3 Years! 

The libraries, boxes designed to look like buildings, are filled with books that can be borrowed, read and re-

turned. They also serve as donation boxes for books.  "The Police Department appreciates this partnership 

with the Lions to do something like this," Police Chief Mark Swistek said. "It's a great program and something 

that is good for the neighborhood and the kids." 

The Michiana Lions have built and installed three Little Libraries so far this summer and are working on their 

fourth.  The first went to 10th Street where the Lions help develop a garden.  According to Michiana Lions 

President Jamie Miller “The area was a garbage-infested lot, and now it's a beautiful garden producing fresh 

food for the homeless and soup kitchens.  The environment was cleaned; Boys & Girls Club summer camp kids 

were educated on healthy food growing; and it's providing food in a food desert” 

And now the Lions are providing books – for adults and kids.   Book donations have come from everywhere. 

There was some concern on whether the books would be returned, but the box fills and empties and then fills 

again.  The most important point is they are being read – and shared.  

And the books don't really belong to the Lions anyway, Lion Jamie said.  "They belong to the whole city. It's 

the Michiana Lions' hope that our free libraries will bring a little more joy, a little more connection and a lot 

more books to our community." 

Michigan City Police Chief Mark Swistek and Jim 

Cross of the Michiana Lions hold the new Little Li-

brary in place at Cleveland Park behind the Police 

Department as Tim Fizer of the Lions bolts it into 

Michigan City Parks Superintendent Jeremy Kienitz lifts the lid as 

volunteer Sue Webster puts the first books into 

Michiana Lions—Little Libraries 
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Lions Who Have Completed Their Service 

No Lions have left us in July!  

 

Welcome New Lions! 

East Chicago Evening—Carlyle Edwards 
Sponsor:  Wanda Gordils 

 

East Chicago Evening—Gina Gomez 

Sponsor:  Gezia Gordils 
 

East Chicago Evening—Edith Espitia 

Sponsor:  Gezia Gordils 
 

Hanna—Allen L. Stevens 

Sponsor:  David Urschel 
 

Hanna—Heather Stevens 

Sponsor:  David Urschel 
 

Hanna—Victoria Stewart-Burge 
 

Lake Station—Matthew WIlliams 

Sponsor:  Bill Caroll 
 

Lake Station—Frederick WIlliams 

Sponsor:  Bill Caroll 
 

Lake Station—Kelli WIlliams 

Sponsor:  Bill Caroll 
 

Lake Station—Michael Willis 

Sponsor:  Pamela Shaffner 
 

Rensselaer—Woods 

Sponsor:  Stephen Woods 
 

Star City—Joel W. Webb 

Sponsor:  Dan Clark 

 

 

Clubs Even or Plus in Membership 

BASS LAKE 

CEDAR LAKE 

CHESTERTON 

DOOR VILLAGE 

EAST CHICAGO EVENING 

GOODLAND 

HAMLET 

HANNA 

HIGHLAND 

HOBART 

KOUTS 

LA CROSSE 

LAKE STATION 

LAKES OF THE FOUR SEASONS 

MICHIANA L C 

MILL CREEK COMMUNITY 

MONTEREY 

MOROCCO 

PORTAGE 

REMINGTON 

RENSSELAER 

ROLLING PRAIRIE 

SCHERERVILLE CENTRAL 

SOUTH HAVEN L C 

STAR CITY 

VALPARAISO 

WESTVILLE 

WHEATFIELD 

WINAMAC 

 

GROW OR DIE! 
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August 2018 
  0Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 30 31 1 2 3  

Highland  OV          

4   LCIF Training 

5 6 7 Lacrosse       

Picnic  

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 

Rensselaer OV 

15 16 17 19 Hobart 

Steak Fry 

 20 21 Chesterton 

Steak Fry 

22 23   

Michiana  OV 

24 25 Mill Pond   

            Union  

26 Fest 

Mills 

27 28  29 30 31 1 

MD25 LCI 

Aug 12  Speech and Hearing Trustees Meeting  Aug 12   International Youth Day 

Aug 18 25C Banner Night Aug 15   Leo Club Excellence Award applications due 

Aug 25 Indiana Lions for Leader Dog Aug 31   Deadline for the Club and District Team Excellence 

Awards 

Aug 25 Constitution and By-Laws Committee Aug 31   Deadline for Presidential Zone and Region Chair  peson 

Awards 

Aug 25 Global Service Team Meeting September 20-22: USA/Canada Forum (Columbus, Ohio, USA) 

Aug 26 Diabetes Committee Meeting  

Sep 8  Indiana Lions Foundation Meeting  

Sep 9 Cancer Control Board Meeting  

Sep 9 Vision First Eye Bank  

“Never doubt that a small group of 

thoughtful committed citizens can 

change the world; indeed, it’s the only 

thing that ever has.” – Margaret Mead 


