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     District Governor Jim Furlong 

630-699-4278 

Jimfurl179@aol.com 

 

              My District Gov Pin 

 Lions Clubs International Club Excellence Award 

As your District Governor I am very proud of all the Clubs in District 25-A. I think every club in this district 
is excellent.  But LCI recognizes Clubs annually with a Club Excellence Award if you meet the criteria 
below.  The Lions Clubs International Club Excellence Award is a prestigious recognition given to clubs 
that demonstrate outstanding performance in various areas. This award aims to motivate clubs to strive 
for excellence and contribute significantly to their communities. 

Criteria for Club Excellence Award 
 
To qualify for the Club Excellence Award, clubs must meet specific criteria in the following areas: 
 

1. Membership: 
o Achieve a net growth of two members or 10% or more members (whichever is greater) or 

charter a new Lions club within the current Lions year. 
2. Service: 

o Start a new service project, considering one of the global causes. 
3. LCIF (Lions Clubs International Foundation): 

o Contribute to LCIF an amount equal to or greater than the club’s membership total 
multiplied by US$10. 

4. Leadership and Organizational Excellence: 
o Ensure the club is in good standing (not in status quo or financial suspension: district dues 

paid and no unpaid balance with Lions International greater than US$50 outstanding 90 
days or more). 

5. Marketing: 
o Publish its service activities through local media and social media. 

 
Application Process 
 
The application process for the Club Excellence Award involves the following steps: 
 

• Clubs must complete the application form, which includes criteria for both the Club Excellence 
Award and the Club 5 Star Excellence Award. 

• Applications must be signed by the current district governor. If sent from the district governor’s 
email, it qualifies as the signature on the application being submitted electronically. 

• Applications are due by August 31, 2025. 
• Awards will be mailed to the 2025-2026 district governor. 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 
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Important Links 

• [https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-excellence-
awards](https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-
excellence-awards)  

• [https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-excellence-
awards](https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-
excellence-awards) 1 

• [clubexcellenceaward@lionsclubs.org](mailto:clubexcellenceaward@lionsclubs.org)  

 

I hope this information helps! If you need any further details or assistance, feel free to ask. 😊 

 

The Criteria is changing for 2025-2026 

The good news is—there will be no application next year.  The bad news is all the data will be captured 

from the Lions Portal.  And it will be a little tougher.  But hey, we’re 25-A and we can do it.  I’ll cover the 

new criteria in next months newsletter 

 

1: [https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-excellence-
awards](https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-excellence-
awards) 2: [http://www.lionsdistrict14d.org/Resources/AwardApplications/2025-
2026/LCI_Club_Excellence.pdf](http://www.lionsdistrict14d.org/Resources/AwardApplications/2025-
2026/LCI_Club_Excellence.pdf) 

 

Important Dates in the next two months. 
 

Please note the Cabinet meeting has changed to Sunday, August 17 at St. Paul Lutheran Church at 507 S. 

Rose St., in Kouts.  It will be from 1:00 – 4:00 pm.  This is a change from Saturday morning August 16. 

 

Also, thanks to Lions Tony and Connie Blair from the Blind Social Center we will use their bus to transport 

us to Indianapolis on Tuesday, August 12.  The bus will leave from the Lakehouse Restaurant at Lake of the 

Four Seasons at 8:30 am and take us to the Indiana State Fair where we will work mostly entrance work for 

State Fairgoers.  We will work the afternoon shift finishing about 8PM Eastern time and drive back to the 

Lakes of the Four Seasons arriving about 9:30-10PM Central time.  Patty and I work this every year actually 

for about 4 days and really enjoy working with the Lions from around the State. 

Joins your fellow Lions on the bus.  Contact me at either the above email (jimfurl179@aol.com) or text me at 

630-699-4278. 

 

Thank you. 

 

DG Jim 
                                     

District Governor Jim Furlong 

mailto:jimfurl179@aol.com
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Image Below: Former DG Patty Cooke-Furlong pulls the DG “Elect” Ribbon, making 

Lion Jim Furlong our new District Governor! 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 
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Fellowship and atmosphere, 
 
VDG David Dickinson 

 

First Vice District Governor David Dickinsen 
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Hello Lions of 25A, what an exciting start to our new Lions year!  

I just got back from Lions International Convention in Orlando where I got 
to see our new District Governor Jim Furlong get his ribbon pulled to 
officially  get his year started.I am sure he has some exciting things 
planned for our District. This summer has gone so fast, school is getting 
ready to start, clubs are working on fundraising and talking about projects 
they want to complete this year. Please let me know what your clubs are 
up to, I love to hear from you.  

I hope to see everyone at the 1st Cabinet meeting on August 16th.  

Yours in Service,   

2vdg Wendy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Vice District Governor Wendy Semans 
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Note from the Cabinet Treasurer, Sally Davis 

 
It has been a pleasure serving you as Cabinet Treasurer this past year.  I look forward to another 
term serving under District Governor Elect, Jim Furlong.   
 
In trying to simplify the process of clubs making donations to Lions projects and writing checks I 
have formulated a new plan.  Instead of writing checks to each individual project you may now 
write one check to the district accompanied by the form that follows.  Make your check to “Lions 
District 25-A” and list the amount donated to each project in the appropriate box.  If there is a 
project that you wish to donate to that is not listed write it in one of the “Other” boxes.  Total the 
amount and write one check for that amount.  This should simplify the process, eliminate questions 
of “who do I write the check to?” and your check will be cashed immediately.   
 
 Contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this procedure.   

 
Form on the next page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabinet Treasurer Sally Davis—Form for Donations 
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DISTRICT 25-A 

CLUB DONATION FORM 

Date:  _________________ 

Club:  _________________ 

Our Lions Club would like to make the following donations: 

STATE PROJECTS 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT PROJECTS 

 

 

 

      

          LIONS FOUNDATIONS     OTHER 

 

MA 

 

 

MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO LIONS DISTRICT 25A 

TOTAL DONATION: $_________________ CHECK NO. ____________ 

MAIL TO: Lion Sally Davis 
 4767 East 61st Avenue 

 Hobart, IN 46342 

Cancer Control 

 

$______________ 

IN School for the 
Blind & Visually 
Impaired 

$_____________ 

$______________ 

Leader Dog 

 

$______________ 

Vision First 

 

$______________ 

Speech & Hearing 

 

$______________ 

Diabetes 

 

$______________ 

Ed Paine & 
Helping Hands 

 

$______________ 

 

Law Camp 

 

$______________ 

Special Olympics 

 

$____________ 

 

 

 

 

$______________ 

 

 

$______________ 

 

 

 

IN LIONS 

FOUNDATION 

$______________ 

 

 

$______________ 

LIONS CLUBS 
INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 

$_______________ 

 

$______________ 
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The Indiana Lions Foundation’s Matching Grants Benefit Many Lions Charitable Projects 

The Indiana Lions Foundation completed its fiscal year with $24,652 in matching grants 
awarded to twenty-five clubs and Camp Woodsmoke as well as a disaster assistance grant 
awarded to District E.  

These grants resulted in many benefits to our fellow Hoosiers through the enabling of these 
clubs in pursuing many charitable projects through the use of their charitable funds 
supplemented by Foundation matching grants. As a results of this club/Foundation 
partnership:  

1. Children 1) learned to appreciate reading through listening to stories in their public parks, 2) 
received their own book and 3) accessed new books placed in their library  

2. Children learned how to fish  

3. Children were screened for vision abnormalities and dyslexia in their schools  

4. Children received beds to sleep in when they had no bed and were given food on weekends 
when no food was available in their home  

5. Children were able to attend Camp Woodsmoke with a working infirmary  

6. Communities benefited by 1) receiving information through the erection of informational 
signs 2) being able to use ADA compliant restroom facilities and 3) being able to use modern 
plumbing systems and kitchen facilities in their community centers  

7. The uninsured were able to receive medical care in a free clinic with updated exam lighting. 

8. Communities were enhanced with new tree plantings and entertained by Fourth of July 
fireworks displays  

9. First responders benefited by being able to use a working beverage cooler in their firehouse 
and by being able to have ‘blue bags’ available to treat autistic victims and traumatized 
children. 

Lion Rose Russell, Trustee 
Indiana Lions Foundation 
Lakeville, Indiana, USA 
574-250-0125 (call or text) 

Indiana Lions Foundation Matching Grants 
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Indiana Lions Foundation Indiana State Fair Project 
It’s not too early to start thinking about fun and 
fellowship with other Indiana Lions at the 2025 
Indiana State Fair. This is the Foundation’s single 
largest fundraiser. Proceeds support the operation 
of the Indiana Lions State Office Building and 
provide funds for the Foundation’s new Community 
Service Grants. The Fair will be held in Indianapolis, 
August 1-17, 2025, and we will need volunteers to 
work at six gates during the Fair. Scan the QR code 
above to go to: 
https://indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/ what-we-
do/indiana-state-fair-volunteer/  Sign up to work for 
the Foundation at the 2025 Indiana State Fair. If you 
like our ferris wheel and carousel pins, you’ll love 

our new roller coaster pin. The proposed design is shown here. The only way to get one of 
these pins is to work for the Foundation at the Indiana State Fair. When you work for the 
Indiana Lions Foundation at the Indiana State Fair, you receive State Fair credits. Work an 
early morning shift and receive 1 credit; work a regular morning or afternoon shift and receive 
2 credits. You may redeem 12 credits for a W.P. Woods Fellowship for yourself or another 
individual. This past July, the board of trustees of the Indiana Lions Foundation approved a 
proposal to allow State Fair volunteers to redeem State Fair credits for Community Service 
Grants to benefit Indiana Lions clubs, Indiana Lions districts, Indiana Lions state projects, or 
LCIF. For more information about Community Service Grants, visit the Indiana Lions 
Foundation website at https:// indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/. If you need assistance 
signing up for this project, please contact Lion Rose Russell at 574-250-0125 or 
RoseWRussell@gmail.com. If you have questions about the Foundation, please contact one 
of the Foundation trustees in your district.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News Around the District—South Haven Lions Club News Around the District—South Haven Lions Club District 25A  4th Cabinet Meeting Indiana Lions State Fair Project 
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10. When you stay home you get too many telemarketing calls. 

9. Free parking and free admission to the great Indiana State Fair. 

8. Escape from the boredom of daytime television. 

7. Community service - it's not just for hardened criminals on parole. 

6. Share the wildest ride at the Indiana State Fair: the Lions Foundation golf cart. 

5. Corn dogs, elephant ears, lemonade shakeups, and deep-fried everything. 

4. Trade tall tales with other survivors of $2 Tuesday and $3 Thursday. 

3. Meet Lions from exotic places like French Lick, Urbana, Winamac, and Mishawaka. 

2. Earn credit towards a W.P. Woods Fellowship or a Community Service Grant. 

1. Help the Indiana Lions Foundation support Lions Clubs' community service projects 
throughout Indiana. 

Sign up online at https://IndianaLionsFoundationMD25.org/. 
  
--  
PDG Paul Russell 
Lakeville, Indiana USA 
574-250-2621 (call or text) 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Ten Reasons to Volunteer at the Indiana State Fair 
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LCIF wants to share some timely and important news: Yesterday afternoon, LCIF approved a 
$100,000 MCAT grant to support relief efforts in Texas following the heartbreaking flooding and 
devastation impacting so many in Kerr County, Texas. 

The Texas Lions Foundation has been communicative via Facebook. Their recent posting has 
prompted a few questions, so I wanted to take a moment to offer some clarification. 

The Texas Lions Foundation is currently asking for donations to be sent directly to them. While 
individuals and clubs are welcome to give as they choose, please note that contributions made to 
organizations other than LCIF are not eligible for Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) credit. 

While we fully respect and recognize the value of state foundations, it’s important to remember 
they operate independently and are not officially affiliated with LCIF. Most significantly, they do not 
have the global grantmaking capacity that LCIF offers in times of crisis. That’s why LCIF exists — to 
be ready and able to respond when disasters strike and communities need us most. 

This newly approved MCAT grant is just one example of how LCIF can act swiftly and substantially, 
thanks to the generosity of donors like you and Lions across CA I and around the world. While local 
giving may feel more immediate, LCIF provides the structure, scale, and global reach to deploy 
major relief quickly and strategically — and ensures that every gift counts toward meaningful 
recognition through MJF. 

Giving to LCIF’s Disaster Relief Fund supports more than one crisis — it strengthens our ability to 
respond to the next one. That readiness is what sets LCIF apart, and that’s the power 
of your Foundation. 

I hope this helps answer any questions you may have or receive from others and gives you some 
helpful talking points when sharing this message with your fellow Lions and community members. 
As always, if I can support you further, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

 With gratitude, 
Lora 
  
Lora Snow | CVA, CGW 
Regional Development Specialist-USA – Areas A/B/C/D // LCIF Development 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 
300 W. 22nd St. Oak Brook, IL 60523 
+1.630.468.7083 // Direct 

LCIF Approves MCAT Grant for Texas Relief Efforts 
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South ith ur 

News Around the District—Crown Point Lion’s Club Golf Outing 

 

 

Coming!!! 

Crown Point Lions Club 

31st Annual Golf Outing 

Saturday, Sept 13, 2025 

River Pointe Golf Course 

Hobart, Indiana 
For more information contact 

Ed Schiesser – 219-680-6485 
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CEDAR LAKE LIONS CLUB  

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
AUGUST 24, 2025 

 
Location: Tuckaway Golf Club 

  27641 S. Stoney Island Ave. 

  Crete, IL 

Time: Noon - Registration 

  1:00pm - Start 

Event includes: 

  Lunch and dinner at the clubhouse 

  Dinner follows golf 

  3 Beer tickets 

  $540 in cash prizes  

  Goody bag / Door prizes / 50/50 Cash Raffle 

  Driving range 

Skins game – optional 

Donation:   $80.00 per player 

Contact: Lion Jay Sheehy, 219-313-5682      

Lion Jim Braner, 219-730-6099 

News Around the District—Cedar Lake Golf Outing 
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CEDAR LAKE LIONS CLUB 

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING       LIONS CLUB CONTACTS 

Tuckaway Golf Club       Lion Jay Sheehy: 219.313.5682 

Crete, IL         Lion Jim Braner:  219.730.6099 
August 24, 2025 
1:00pm tee-off             
        

 

HOLE SPONSOR INFORMATION 

• Previous sponsor - $100 

• New Sponsor 

• $100.00 – 24” X 18” sign 

Please enclose a business card to be used to create the sponsor sign to be displayed on the golf 
course. 

• Cannot be a sponsor this year but would like to donate $________ 

 

Sponsor Information 

Business Name:  _______________________________________________ 

Business Contact:  ______________________________________________ 

Business Phone: (____) ____________________ 

 

Make checks payable to: 

Cedar Lake Lions Club 
PO Box 111 
Cedar Lake, IN  46303 

 

 

 

News Around the District—Cedar Lake Golf Outing 
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News Around the District—East Chicago Lions Club 
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News Around the District— Munster Lions Club 
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. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

News Around the District— Valparaiso Lions Club 
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The Valparaiso Lions Club has a low vision charity: Valparaiso Lions Vision Care, Inc. which we 
founded in 1998. It's purpose is to provide devices to people who are visually impaired and reside 
in the seen counties of District25-A. We have helped over 100 individuals at the cost of $150-
200,00 in that time. 
 
This year we are teaming with Currie Ford in Valparaiso to have a CAR RAFFLE. Tickets are $100 
and only 1000 will be sold. The winner gets either a brand-new Ford Bronco or $40,000. The 
drawing will be on October 16 at Currie Motors in Valparaiso. There will be an early bird drawing on 
August 7 for $1000. That winner will still have a chance for the car. The October drawing will have a 
second prize of $1000 and a third prize of $500. 
I have attached our flyer for this project and would appreciate it if you could publish it in all the 
upcoming District newsletter between now and October. 
The proceeds will go to our charity to help the visually impaired in District 25-A. 
 
Richard Ireland 
Secretary, Valparaiso Lions Club. 
 
PS if you need any more information or want to purchase a chance to win, contact me 
at lionireland@hotmail.com, or call me at 219 241 3496. 

See flyer previous page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News Around the District— Valparaiso Lions Club 

mailto:lionireland@hotmail.com
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News Around the District—Indiana State Police Summer Camps  News Around the District—LOFS Lions  



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        21 

 

AUGUST 2025 

 

 News Around the District—LOFS Lions Golf Outing 
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 News Around the District—Schereville Central Lions Club 
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The La Porte Lions had their float in the La Porte 4th of July parade.  
 
Riding on the float were La Porte High School Lions scholarship winners Kaitlyn Morrison and Faith 
Spain, the third winner, Paul Ryl-Kuchar, wore the Lions suit and walked the parade. Lions from 
Westville and Door Village Lions joined La Porte Lions to celebrate the Fourth. 

 

 

 

 News Around the District—LaPorte Lions 
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Members of the Whiting Lions Club pose prior to the Whiting 4th of July Parade.  The Whiting 
Lions marched for the Whiting Food Pantry and collected $906.60 for the cause.  Thank you to 
all who “Fed the Lion”! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News Around the District—Whiting Lions Club 
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St. John Lions volunteered at the Kids Zone at Freedom Fest in St. John.  The kids were able to play 
games for free and win tickets, which they could redeem at the prize table the club was working at 
during the Fest.  The Club also set up our Lions Table and passed out free balloons to the kids 
along with some suckers.  

A great time was had by all, finished with a wonderful display of fireworks by the Town of St. John. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 News Around the District—Star City Lions  News Around the District—St. John Lions 
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The Star City Lions participated in the Pulaski County 4-H Fair Parade on June 30, thrilling children 
with lions and a lion tamer. 
 All week, Lions ran their famous (or infamous) Ball Toss game, drawing youth and adults with the 
ring of a bell and the shouts of the winning color. “Blue ball!” or “Red ball” filled the air! Yellow 
balls are the crowd favorite, while white balls win the most. Parents love to watch their children 
win or lose quarters, knowing their losses go to a good cause. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News Around the District—Star City Lions 
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 News Around the District—South Haven Lions 
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The Monterey Lions presented their service awards, all presented 6/29/25 by President Doug 
ADenton. With a range of 15 years to 60 (!) years, the recipients exemplify, We Serve! 

 

 

60 years Fred Bauer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 years Kelli Denton, Club Secretary     15 yrs Eugene Berg  
             
  
 

 News Around the District—Monterey Lions Service Award 
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Scholarship Summer picnic night at the club 6/29/2025.  
 
Our club presented 4 scholarships to local college students left to right Aleks Stacy, Kaity Stacy, 
Gwen Gilley, Monterey Lions Club President Doug Denton, Koral Rogers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 News Around the District—Monterey Lions 
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News Around the District—Hanna Lions 
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News Around the District--Crown Point Lions 
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From DG Jim Furlong: Save the Dates! 
 

July 13-17  International Convention, Orlando, FL 
August 17   25A Cabinet meeting, St. Paul’s Parish in Kouts (flyer page 30) 
October 11  Council of Governors meeting hosted by 25A at Seasons Lakehouse 
October 11  Banner Night. Theme Halloween costumes. Seasons Lakehouse 
November 15    25A Cabinet Meeting, Location TBD 
January 16-17   Midwinter Conference 
January 24   25A Cabinet meeting Location TBD 
March 7-8   25A District Convention, Fair Oaks Farms 
April 30-May 2  State Convention, Plainfield, IN Embassy Suites 
Jun 8   25A Cabinet meeting, Location TBD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 2025-2026 District Governor Jim Furlong Calendar 
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Cabinet Meeting Invite—1st District 25-A Meeting 


