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Who is going to be the next District Governor after Lion VDG Mitchell Semans and 
Lion 2VDG Allen Mushett?  Will it be you? Will it be a male or a female?  If you know 
the answers to these questions, then you must be considering this Leadership op-
portunity. 

The time to decide is now! Your paperwork needs to be in 30 days before the District 
Convention on March 16, 2019.  Will it be your turn? 

I have failed you as a District Governor.  As of the time I’m writing this, we are down 
in membership. No matter what I do or say to motivate Lions to add members and 
watch their drops, we are still down.  Maybe it’s not me.  Maybe it’s the GMT.  Or all 
the members of the Global Action Team.  

Who is to blame? Because in today’s society, somebody is always at fault  - right?  
We all are at fault when we fail to  ask new members and retain the ones we have. If 
there’s something I, as District Governor, or GMT Dick Silvera can do to help you, 
please let us know before it’s too late! 

Please plan on attending the midwinter conference on January 12, 2019. It’s a lot of 
fun and a good chance to learn something about Lions. Don’t be shy — come on 
down to Indianapolis.   See the flyer in the Newsletter. 

In planning our District convention, we will be trying new things. I told Lion Mitchell 
if he likes the changes, then continue using them next year.  But if he doesn’t, then 
try something else.  Hopefully you will plan on attending.  We should show our Inter-
National Director Lion Ardis Klemish from a Adair, IA some good old District 25A hos-
pitality.    See the ‘Save the Date’ reminder  in this Newsletter. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everybody a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 
 
 
Yours in Lionism,  

District Governor Dennis Brown 
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Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!   

 I hope everyone is having a fantastic holiday season.  It’s always at this time of the year that you see people 

stepping up to volunteer to help provide for the needs of other people.  It really warms the heart!   

 With all the negatives in the news with this that and the other thing, I can always count on the Lions to be 

positive.  Whether it’s going to a club meeting and seeing Lion President Tiffany’s smiling face and upbeat attitude.  Or 

attending a Zone Meeting and hearing all the positive things we are doing for Diabetes Awareness from Lion Carolyn. 

Or being at our awesome Cabinet meetings and hearing the roaring laughter of Cabinet Secretary/Treasurer Barbara 

and PDG Patty.   

 So, as you may have noticed everyone that I have just mentioned are not just women, but women in leader-

ship roles.   They are one of the many reasons the Lions are the largest service organizations in the world.  It takes a 

big heart to achieve the acts of kindness that we as Lions do every day.   And I can’t think of a woman that has a bigger 

heart than my Mom.   I know, or at least I hope, that everyone feels the same about their mothers as well.  Moms just 

know how to make everything better by caring and giving and doing whatever it takes to provide for their children.   

 Don’t we want those same characteristics from our leaders in Lions.  So, it makes perfect sense for more 

women to step up in leadership roles.  (And it just so happens we are having our District Convention in March and 2nd 

VDG for  year 2019-2020  is up for grabs — hint, hint).   

 The great things about Lions is that we all have an opportunity to be leaders — whether chairing a committee, 

being part of your club’s executive committee, holding a position in the district, or signing up for one of the many 

committee or trustee positions listed in the directory.   You can go all the way up to being International President, who 

is a woman this year.   Anyone — other than the people that receive a draft of the newsletter  —  who is the first per-

son to call me and attend the next cabinet meeting, will get $20.   

 Every day is a day for caring and giving, but the Holiday season is where it comes out the most.  If you see a 

non-Lion out and about doing charity work, invite them into our wonderful organization so they have an opportunity 

to contribute all year long and then encourage them to take on leadership roles.  Do what-

ever it takes to make being a LION the most caring and giving we can be, just like our moms. 

Merry Christmas and God Bless 

1st VDG Mitchell Semans 

    Zone 1A Meeting 

When:  December 12 , 2018 at 6:30 pm 

Where:   Casa Blanca Restaurant 

 4616 Indianapolis Blvd. 

 East Chicago, IN 

What:  Lion’s Pride Celebration 

Please plan to attend this fun night. 

Contact  ZC Oscar Sanchez at  219-616-7080 

    Zone 1C Meeting 

When:  January 29 , 2019 at 6:30 pm 

Where:   American Legion Post 485 

 7485 Burr St. 

 Schererville, IN  46375 

Who:   Lion Patty Cooke will provide information 

about LCIF Campaign 100 

If you plan to attend,  please contact  ZC Margaret 

Verkuilen  at  219-923-0776 



Grow With Me—The Best is Yet to Be  December 2018 

December 2018 Page 3 Volume 54 No 6 



Grow With Me—The Best is Yet to Be  December 2018 

December 2018 Page 4 Volume 54 No 6 



Grow With Me—The Best is Yet to Be  December 2018 

December 2018 Page 5 Volume 54 No 6 



Grow With Me—The Best is Yet to Be  December 2018 

December 2018 Page 6 Volume 54 No 6 

Winamac Lions Club  

Club members at the 
newly installed water 
fountain in the Lions Park 
in Winamac. It was a joint 
effort of the Lions Club 
and Winamac Town 
Board.  
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Buddy Benches 
St. John Lions went down to Evansville to drop off over 2,400 
pounds of plastic caps and pick up 12 benches from Green Tree 
Plastics.  The benches will be donated to various parks in St. 
John and schools (called Buddy Benches when given to a 
school, which promotes friendship, not bullying).  Four of the 
benches we picked up were for the Schererville Lions.  They are 
donating two of theirs to a park in memory of Lion Paul Free-
land and 2 for the Safety Village. 
 
Keep saving those plastic caps.  There 
are a few Clubs in the district who are 
collecting.   

Dictionaries 

Left:   Lion Carolyn Toosley of the 

Schererville Central Liona and Lions Patty  

Cooke and Mike Gutyan of the Schererville 

Lions joined forces to hand out dictionaries 

to the five schools in their town. 

 

 

 

 Below:  Some very happy 3rd graders re-

ceived dictionary from the St. John Lions. 
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Left:  Hamlet Lions Presi-

dent Tiffany Nagai pre-

sented Lion of the Year 

award to Vice District 

Governor Mitchell 

Semans and Lion Larry 

Jernas 

Lowell Lions 

Setting up for their annual Christmas Tree Sale.  All the trees are 

$43.00 (no tax) we help load the trees and every tree comes with a 

free tree disposal bag.  Any child that comes shopping with their 

parent gets a candy cane provided by Santa Claus .. !!!   

Right:  The Schererville Lions 

handed out cookies and cocoa 

to lots of happy children when 

Santa came to town.  Waving 

from the back is their newest 

member, Lion Caleb Johnson. 
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     2019 State Convention     

 Why should you attend the State Convention in Ft Wayne? Along with  

business sessions, Friday night Party, W.P. Wood Luncheon, All State Banquet,  

seminars, Memorial service and voting, there will be golf at Colonial Oaks Friday  

at 10 am  and Walking Tours Saturday afternoon.  More details will follow.  Check  

our Facebook page and website for updates. 

 

     Ready to have some fun!?  Then come play EUCHRE with some of the best players in the state...at least 

that's what we've been told! 

     The 8 round tournament will begin after the Friday night dinner. There is no registration fee, but we ask 

that you donate a small gift card that can be used for prizes.  It promises to be a fun night of cards and great 

food...potluck fare, please bring a snack or a dessert to share. 

     Pre-registration is requested. Email PDG Peg VanNevel at pitchinpeg@yahoo.com and provide your 

name, email and phone number.  If you don’t play euchre and would like to be a part of the fun, volunteers 

are needed for scorekeeping and organizing the food. 

Winter Special Olympics  
 
Please help the Lions of Indiana to reach our $10,000 sponsorship of the 2019 games — we need about 
$3000 — by December 18th 2018 hopefully or year end. Please talk to your club members to help sup-
port this wonderful experience for these Special Olympians. Contact PDG Steve for more information 
 
Lion PDG Steve Holtzleiter  
25D State Chair  
765-425-1473 



Grow With Me—The Best is Yet to Be  December 2018 

December 2018 Page 11 Volume 54 No 6 



Grow With Me—The Best is Yet to Be  December 2018 

December 2018 Page 12 Volume 54 No 6 

The Dyer Lions col-

lected diapers for the 

St. Clare home. Pic-

tured is Lion Erin 

Tacke with the direc-

tor of the home pro-

gram unit of St. 

Clare's. Estimated 

value of donation was 

$625.   

Recently twenty-eight members of the LaCrosse Leo’s Club  held a candy 

day sale  in  both LaCrosse and downtown Wanatah . The Leos would like 

thank everyone who supported the club in both towns and help them to  

raise $1,935.52.  Mrs. Guse stated, “I was so proud of our Leo members. 

What an amazing fundraising drive we had. All of our Leos were smiling, 

waving, and having a great time!”  

The word “LEO” stands for Leadership, Experience, and Opportunity. Leo 

clubs encourage youth to develop leadership qualities by participating in 

social service activities. This week some of the Leo members will be visiting 

a nursing home. Leo member Brad Shireman said, “It always feels good to 

help out the community.” The Leo members are very thankful for Mr. 

Bruder and Mrs. Guse for all the hard work they put into running the club.  
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Above:  Mill Creek Community Lions Club Assistant 
Treasurer Carolyn Hunt is presenting a cash dona-
tion to Cutler Funeral Home Owner Dale Knouse in 
LaPorte Indiana.  

 This donation will extend warmth and gen-
erosity for the 11th Annual “Bundle Up LaPorte” pro-
gram. Warm clothing items are purchased to pro-
tect the needy during the cold winter months.  
Items are purchased for infant through adult and 
are distributed during the Living Hope event which 
included eye screening done by local Lions Clubs. 

Mill Creek Community Lions 

Left:  LaPorte American Legion Post # 83 member 
Cliff Parks accepts the personal hygiene items which 
were purchased by the Mill Creek Community Lions 
Club.  These items were sent to our soldiers who are 
stationed in Afghanistan as part of the “Support Our 
Troops” program. 

                 Zones 2A & 2B Meeting 

When:  January 8 , 2019 at 6:15 pm 

Where:  Casa Del Roma 

 712 Calumet Ave. 

 Valparaiso, IN 

Who:     Lion Dick Ireland will be presenting 

Please RSVP to Lion Carolyn Laviolette  by Saturday, Janu-

ary 5th  with your final count of members/guests who are 

attending.      She can be reached  at   219-741-2340   
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Lions Who Have Completed Their Service 

Ralph Howes—La Porte 

Carl Johnson—Valparaiso 

 
 
 

Welcome New Lions! 

Chesterton—Lisa Magura 
Sponsor:  Cathy Kihl 

 

La Crosse—Scott Sikora 

Sponsor:  Benjamin Erle 
 

La Crosse—Kristy Simic 

Sponsor:  Leonard Lustgarten 
 

La Crosse—Robert Younggreen 

Sponsor:  Justin Kiel 
 

La Crosse—Sherry Younggreen 

Sponsor:  Justin Kiel 
 

Schererville —Caleb Johnson 

Sponsor:  Jerry Tippy 
 

Schererville Central— Ramona Jarvis 

Sponsor:  Carolyn Toosley 
 

South Haven Lions 

The South Haven Lions Club will hold their annual 
Christmas Potluck on Thursday December 13th where 
we partake of good food and great camaraderie as we 
pack the boxes of food for the less fortunate families in 
our area.  

These boxes are then delivered along with Christmas 
presents for all the children in each family by the Lion 
who has chosen that family.  DG Lion Dennis Brown will 
be joining our festivities that evening!!  

The Lacrosse Lions celebrated their 60th Anniversary and welcomed new members at their annual 

Charter Night.   Above is DG Dennis with new members and their sponsors — with Cory Simic, Kristy 

Jeffers Simic, Scott Sikora, Sherry Butler-Younggreen and Justin Kiel . 
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December 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1  

2  3 4 5  

Munster OV 

6 7 8  

9 IHEC 

Pancake Bkfst 

10  

Portage OV 

11  

Valparaiso OV 

12  

 Hobart OV 

13  South 

Haven OV 

14  15 

16   17 18 19 20 

 

21 22  

23 24   25 26 27 28 29 

 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

MD25 LCI 

Dec 2 Speech and Hearing Holiday Luncheon Dec 1 Postmark deadline for DG Dennis to send one winning 

Peace Poster and/or Essay  Entry to  Multiple District 

Dec 8 Indiana Lions Foundation Meeting  Dec 5  International Leo Day 

Dec 15 Constitution and By-laws Committee Meeting Jan 6—12 LCIF Week 

Jan 11 Midwinter Conference Dinner Jan 11 Last Day for Early Registration on  LCICON in Milan 

Jan 12 Midwinter Conference Jan 12 Melvin Jones’ Birthday 

Jan 12 Long Range Planning Committee Meeting Jan 15 Peace Poster Kits go on sale 

Jan 13 3rd Council Meeting  

  

   


