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Merry Christmas 25A Lions 
I hope everyone had a great and Happy Thanksgiving.  I know it’s always a busy time of year and it’s also a generous time of 
year.  Lions are the most generous people I know.  We spend so much time thinking of ways to help our communities that 
we forget about our own clubs.  Please send in your dues to both International and State.  Having clubs in good standings 
means all of our members are in good standing and there won’t be any questions as to elections and delegation of voters.  
If your club is behind in dues no one from your club with be able to vote at the district convention.  The District 25A 
Convention is right around the corner and will be here soon, March 19th.  Planning is on it way and more information will be 
sent out as things get set up.  The Mid-Winter Conference is right around the corner as well and we hope to have a good 
showing from 25A.  This is a great way to learn more about what Lions do as well as other seminars that will not only 
improve your community but also improve your clubs.  We are doing great as a District with a plus in membership, keep up 
the great work.  Please remember to reach out to those club members that are not responding and not just an email that 
may or may not get opened.  Take the time to go see that member in person and see what the issues are and really take the 
effort to keep them a member.  We are doing great but we have a long way to go to get back to where we need to be.  Get 
your family members involved, adult children, neighbors, co-workers and members of your church are all great places to 
start asking.  We had two families move to town recently and one of our new members took it upon herself to go and 
introduce herself.  They both mentioned that they are interested in getting involved in the community so she invited them 
to Lions and one of the couples even helped out at our pancake breakfast and both couples are planning on joining because 
this will give them an outlet to provide community service. 
I just sent in paperwork to add 21 new members for our newest club in the District, Gary NWI Lions Club.  They will be 
hosting the next cabinet meeting in January and as soon as we can get a date for a charter night, we will get that 
information out to you.  These are exciting times and being in the forefront on helping this club get established is a great 
honor.  Some of our clubs have been around a while so we take for granted that our community will always have a Lions 
Club and the benefits that go along with it.  Communities that do not have a Lions Club are missing out on so much and it 
really puts the strain on the surrounding Lions Club to fill that void.  We need to reach out to those communities, especially 
the churches in those communities and really let them know the benefits of Lions and in all aspects.  This group of folks in 
Gary has really embraced the opportunities ahead of them and are excited to bring valuable resources to their community 
members.  I ask all of you to get excited this winter and really promote Lions to everyone you know.  Wear your pins, your 
Lions clothes and hats and let people know that the Lions are here to help, to serve, and to be there in a time of need.  I  
I hope all of you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  May The Lions Be With You. 
God Bless. 
 
DG Mitchell Semans 
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Hi there fellow Lions! Hope you all enjoyed some peace and comfort during the Thanksgiving holiday. Perhaps you 
also either donated to or volunteered at your local food pantry. Be sure to report your service on myLCI. Time has 
flown fast and we are approaching the December holidays. Many clubs will be gathering for holiday parties. While 
it is fun to socialize with our fellow club members, we should not forget about members not present. Maybe you 
have some club members who have not been active or hesitant to be in a public setting. Check on your fellow club 
members. Let them know they are thought of and are always welcome to return to club events when they are 
comfortable.  
Commercial time. Remember the chant contest I started at the District Convention back in March? (which makes 
me hungry for pork loin) We are bringing it back this coming March. The Crown Point Lions, who won the first 
contest, have the privilege of painting the traveling megaphone trophy to their liking. I imagine it will be painted 
red, with ‘CP’ in big print, perhaps with some bulldogs painted on. Does that make you cringe?? Start working on 
your chants now! I am hoping we get at least 5 clubs to join the fun. End commercial. 
Thank you again for donating your time, talent and treasure to help our communities. All the help you provide is 
greatly appreciated! Have a safe holiday season and see you at the Cabinet meeting on January 15th! 
 
Yours in Lionism, 
1VDG Nick Gonzalez 
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Merrillville Lions 
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Welcome New Members 
 
 

CHESTERTON 
RYAN PARKER 

SPONSOR: ROBIN SMITH 
 
 
 

LOWELL 
MARY STINNETT 

SPONSOR: JOHN YELKICH 
 
 

MEMBERS THAT HAVE COMPLETED THEIR SERVICE  
 

HOBART 
ANTHONY AZCONA 

 
 

OGDEN DUNES 
SETH BEVILLE 

 
 


