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     District Governor Jim Furlong 

630-699-4278 

 
 

LEO’S AT THE MIDWINTER CONFERENCE 
 
Well, the Mid-Winter Conference is in the books and, as usual, it was a great event.  One of my 
personal favorites as watching the many Leo’s attending the conference.  There were several 
Leo’s from our own District but, for the first time, Leo’s from other districts.  And boy, did they 
bring energy to the conference.  They participated in a few service projects like packing toiletries 
and other essentials in emergency kits for the less fortunate.   

They even donned Blindfolds to simulate the feeling of 
blindness and walked through the lobby of the hotel.  A few of 
them even bumped into some larger objects including some 
hotel guests.  Apparently some of those guests were members 
of the famous Harlem Globetrotters basketball team who were 
making an appearance in Indianapolis.  Afterwards some of the 
Leo’s were upset that they didn’t get to meet the Globetrotters.  
Oh well.   

 

Leos: The Leaders Shaping the Future of Lions 

One of the greatest strengths of Lions Clubs International has always been our ability to look 
ahead—to see needs before they become crises and to prepare future leaders before the 
moment calls for them. In that spirit, the Leo program continues to be one of the most important 
investments we make in the future of our organization. 

Leos bring energy, creativity, and fresh perspectives to Lionism. They approach service with 
enthusiasm and openness, often seeing possibilities where others see obstacles. Whether 
organizing community projects, supporting Lions’ initiatives, or launching service ideas of their 
own, Leos remind us that service is not bound by age—it’s driven by heart. 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        3 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 

Beyond the projects they complete today, Leos represent the next generation of Lions leaders. 
Through hands-on service, collaboration, and mentorship, they learn what it truly means to 
serve with integrity and compassion. They gain leadership skills, confidence, and a deep 
understanding of community needs. When Leos transition into Lions, they don’t start from 
scratch; they bring experience, commitment, and a strong sense of purpose with them. 

Just as important is the relationship between Lions and Leos. When we work alongside Leos—as 
mentors, partners, and supporters—we strengthen our clubs and ourselves. Leos challenge us 
to think differently, communicate more openly, and adopt new ways of engaging our 
communities. In return, Lions offer guidance, encouragement, and the example of lifelong 
service. Together, we create a bridge between generations that keeps Lionism dynamic and 
relevant. 

In a world that is changing rapidly, the Leo program ensures that the values of Lions Clubs 
International continue to thrive. Service, fellowship, and leadership do not fade—they are 
renewed through young people who are eager to make a difference. When we support Leos, we 
are not just sponsoring a youth program; we are safeguarding the future of our organization. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Vice District Governor David Dickinsen First Vice District Governor David Dickinson 

 

First Vice District Governor David Dickinson District Governor Jim Furlong 
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First Vice District Governor David Dickinson 
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Hello Fellow Lions, Hang in there Spring will be here eventually!  

If you did not attend Mid-Winter, you missed a great weekend, it was filled 
with learning, fellowship and good food. Next year they are looking at ways 
to keep the costs down so stayed tuned.  

District Convention is coming soon, please plan to attend to support your 
District Governor and meet the visiting ID. I look forward to seeing everyone 
and talking about all things Lions and Leo's.  

I see a lot of events planned, have fun and remember when you have a project or fundraiser don't 
forget to talk with the non-Lions and ask them to join, it's all about the ASK.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Vice District Governor Wendy Semans 



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        6 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 

Planning to run for an office at our District Convention on March 7th?  Planning to vote?  Please 
remember that to do either, you must be a member in good standing, of a club in good standing.  You 
know that to be a member in good standing, your dues are paid, right?  So, what does it mean to be a 
club in good standing?  I would refer you to the Lions International Board Policy Manual. The Board 
Policy Manual, Chapter V, Section, B, subparagraph 1 defines a club in good standing as the 
following: 
   

1. Good Standing 
A club in good standing is one: 

a. Which is not in “status quo or financial suspension”; 
b. Which operates in accordance with the provisions of the International Constitution 

and By-Laws and International Board Policy; 
c. Which has: 

(1) District (Single, Sub-and Multiple) dues and fees paid in full; and 
(2) No unpaid balance of International dues and fees greater than U.S.$10, 

outstanding more than thirty (30) days; and 
(3) No unpaid Lions Club International account balance greater than U.S.$50, 

outstanding more than ninety (90) days. 
  
As you can see, not only do your district and state dues need to be paid in full, but any other fees you 
may owe, such as supplies from the state office.  Additionally, any supplies ordered through LCI must 
be paid (see above). 
 
A Certified Delegate list will be pulled from the Lions Portal as well as the State Certified list will be 
provided by our State Comptroller.  Either CS Robin or CT Sally will advise you if there are any 
outstanding balances due.  If there are, you have until February 20th to bring the club into good 
standing.  Please feel free to contact either of us or Nominations and Elections Chair, PDG Barbara 
Toosley with any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Cabinet Secretary Robin Smith, PDG 
Cabinet Treasurer Sally Davis 
 

 

 

 

District Convention Delegate Certification and Elections 
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LIONS ALL: Constitution, By-Laws and Dues Payments 

Please be advised that there will be 10 Constitution and By-Laws Amendments brought forth to 
the Convention Delegation for voting during the Annual District Convention March 7, 2026.  The 
details of these amendments will be provided to all Clubs in accordance with Article IX, Section 
3 and Article X, Section 3 of our current governing document.   

Please look for the mail providing the official notification with all proposed amendments 
attached and share the information with your club members.  The email will be sent no later than 
February 5, 2026. 

 

Recently the state and district dues statements were sent out by me via email.  These were 
issued to the club president, treasurer, and secretary.  If this was not received by one of your 
officers, please notify me.  One of the criteria of a club in good standing is having all dues paid.  
 
It is time to pay your Lions Club dues for the second half of this fiscal year to the district.  This 
covers the period from January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026.  It is based on the number of 
members that were registered at LCI on December 31, 2025.  $7 will be paid to state and $3 will 
be retained in the district.  It also includes any balance due on the account.  Your prompt 
payment is appreciated. 
   
Please note:  This does not include dues that are payable to LCI.  You must log on to the portal to 
obtain that portion of your club dues.   
   
Contact me if you have any questions.   I can be reached by email at csdavis61@comcast.net or 
call me at 219-942-4433.   
 
 
Sally Davis 
Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

Convention Voting Information 

mailto:csdavis61@comcast.net
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District 25-A Elections 
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District and Multi-State Offices 
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  PDG Randy Greer             PDG Nick Gonzalez 

   219-728-8432                 219-588-4893 

lionrandy@yahoo.com                    Nsg1917@yahoo.com 

LCIF is the global foundation dedicated to empowering Lions’ and Leos’ through service. 
So that, we can bring new possibilities to life together Worldwide. LCIF Grants and Special 
Programs help them realize their most inspiring and ambitious service projects. 

LCIF has awarded over 15,000 grants totaling 1.3 billion dollars since 1968. 

LCIF awarded 1800 grants in 2024-2025 that helped over 14 million people, 

There were over 333 Covid-19 grants totaling over 6 million dollars. 

Some of the grants that our District donated to since 2022 are: 

Kentucky tornados – Disaster Relief 
Ukraine Aid to Refugee Camps – Humanitarian 
Hawaii Wild Fires – Disaster Relief 
Hurricane Helene affected 5 States – Disaster Relief – Lions from all over the country sent 
aid to the affected areas. 
California Wildfires – Disaster Relief 
Texas Flooding – Disaster Relief 
Each of the affected areas also received Catastropic Relief Grants for $100,000, 
 
In the past 20 years District 25A has received the following grants: 
 3 Flood Relief Grants = $25,000 
 2 Tornado Relief Grants = $9,000 
 Eyeglass Recycling = $17,000 – Matching 
 Eyeglass Recycling including the Vision First Van & Trailer = $78,000 – Matching 
 Blind Social Center Renovation $146,000 – Matching Humanitarian 
 Update Prison Recycling Equipment $11,000 
Your Individual or Club donation to LCIF makes a difference in the ability to give out the 
grants needed to provide the service to help others! 
                                                    PLEASE DONATE TODAY! 

 

 

LCIF Report 

mailto:lionrandy@yahoo.com
mailto:Nsg1917@yahoo.com
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GLT Pat Greer - 219-928-3618 - patricia.agreer@gmail.com 

Qualifications for 2nd Vice District Governor in compliance with the International 
Constitution and By-Laws 

Applications may be submitted to PDG Barb Toosley     lionbarb@comcast.net 

A candidate for the office of second vice district governor shall:  
(1) Be an Active Member in good standing of a chartered Lions club in good standing in his/her 
single or sub-district.  
 (2) Secure the endorsement of his/her club or a majority of the clubs in his/ her single or sub-
district. 
 (3) Have served or will have served at the time he/she takes office as second vice district 
governor:  
     (a) As president of a Lions club for a full term or major portion thereof, and a member of the 
board of di rectors of a Lions club for no less than two (2) additional years; and  
     (b) As zone chairperson, region chairperson, district global ex tension team coordinator, 
district global leadership team coordinator, district global membership team coordinator, district 
global service team coordinator, LCIF district coordinator, or cabinet secretary and/or treasurer 
for a full term or major portion thereof. 
     (c) With none of the above being accomplished concurrently.  

(4) Has not completed a full term or major portion thereof as district governor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLT District Coordinator-Global Action Team 
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Lions of Indiana, we need a chant!   Whenever we are gathered as a group at an event, we need a 
cheer or chant that shows who we are.   We are the Lions of Indiana!  We are here to Serve our 
fellow Hoosiers!  Although it is a great song, ‘Moonlight on the Wabash’ just doesn’t have the 
‘WOW!’ we need.  And it definitely does not work when we are marching in the International 
Parade. 
 
I know you’ve got great energy and ideas! Work with other Lions in your club or district to create 
something fun and memorable that really expresses who we are.   
 
We will have a Contest at the Indiana State Convention to determine the best Chant.   The 
winning team will be awarded a prize for their creativity. 
 
We can’t wait to see what you come up with! 
 
Lion Patty Cooke-Furlong  
MD25 Marketing Committee Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 25-A Convention Chant Contest 
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Bert Nelson: International Director, Lions Clubs International 

A Friendly Glimpse Into His Life and Service  

At our District 25-A convention we are lucky to have International Director Bert Nelson as our 
guest and keynote Speaker.  He will be accompanied by his wife, Lion Pamela (Pam) Nelson. 
 
Bert Nelson is one of the International Directors for Lions Clubs International—the world’s 
largest group of people dedicated to helping others and making communities better. Bert’s been 
part of the Lions for many years, and he’s always been passionate about service, whether on a 
local scale or in projects that reach around the globe. 
 
Over the years, Bert has become known for his positive outlook and steady leadership. He’s been 
involved in all sorts of initiatives, from supporting vision programs to helping out during disasters, 
encouraging young people, and promoting diabetes awareness. Bert brings a practical, hands-on 
approach to everything he does, guiding clubs and teams to find creative solutions that really 
make an impact. 
 

International 
Director 
Bert Nelson 
 
Among his fellow Lions, Bert’s reputation is built on teamwork, honesty, and 
his knack for motivating others. He’s represented his district and country at 
big international gatherings, where he’s made connections and friendships 
that help Lions Clubs do even more good, both at home and abroad. 
On a personal note, Bert enjoys spending time with his family. His wife, Lion 

Pam Nelson, is also actively involved in the club and shares his enthusiasm for giving back. 
Together, they dive into community events, support worthwhile causes, and encourage new 
members, showing by example what it means to be a Lion. 
 
Whether they’re planning fundraisers, volunteering at local organizations, or supporting health 
projects, Bert and Pam Nelson aim to make the world a bit brighter, inspiring others to follow 
their lead. Their partnership is well known in the Lions community, and they’re always happy to 
welcome new friends to the cause. 
 

 

Bert Nelson, International Director at District 25-A Convention 
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Invitation to Special Guests Dinner: District 25-A Convention 
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Crown Point Lions--BINGO Crown Point Lions Club  BINGO 
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Crown Point Lions 
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Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crown Point Lions 
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Each year, we set a fundraising goal for our partnership with Lions. Reaching 
this goal helps continue the Lions legacy of supporting vision through Leader 
Dogs for the Blind. We reached the midpoint of the fiscal year, and the months 
ahead are critical. Together, we have a real opportunity to accelerate toward 
our $2.5 million goal.  

Can you help us reach our goal? Giving options are on the Ways to Give page 
of our website, which you can access with the QR code to the right. If you 
would like to make a personal gift, please include your Lions Club so we can recognize your gift as a Lions 
gift.  

Vision Activity for Convention Season 
Convention season is here! Between February and May, the Lions team and a few Leader Dog clients will 
join you at dozens of Lions conventions across North America. Conventions are an important opportunity 
for Lions to gather, celebrate our impact in our communities, and educate each other on the causes we 
support. 

We outlined an activity you may be interested in bringing to your convention or your club meeting. It 
allows participants to experience first-hand the importance of vision for orientation in space, and 
how quickly those with low vision can become disoriented without support like Leader Dog's Orientation 
& Mobility program. 

Lion Christie Boyer of New Mexico serves as 
Leader Dog Chair in District 40, and she designed 
this activity for district leadership with great 
feedback. Participants said, “It was fast, 
furious, and fun.” Get an 
activity guide for this activity 
and order blindfolds with the QR 
code to the right or on the Lions 
Club Resources page of our 
website.  

 

 

 

 
 

Leader Dog 

https://www.leaderdog.org/ways-to-give/giving-options/
https://www.leaderdog.org/ways-to-give/giving-options/
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IQAqE37BXEGdS59gU9UXBNuCAWfYGq6BrF353fTsZ11e8-s?e=9h5Dsb
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IQAqE37BXEGdS59gU9UXBNuCAWfYGq6BrF353fTsZ11e8-s?e=9h5Dsb
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Philanthropy-LDFB/IQAqE37BXEGdS59gU9UXBNuCAWfYGq6BrF353fTsZ11e8-s?e=9h5Dsb


 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        19 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 

Lion Melissa Weisse Honored as a Melvin Jones Fellow 
In December, the Royal Oak Lions Club of 
Michigan recognized Lion Melissa Weisse, 
President and CEO of Leader Dogs for the 
Blind, with a Melvin Jones Fellowship Award. 
They presented the award in front of an 
audience of more than 200 Lions from 
Michigan and Ontario, underscoring how 
deeply Melissa’s leadership and mission-
driven dedication resonate across the Lions 
community. 

For more than 20 years, Lion Melissa has 
been a fierce advocate for the blind and low 

vision community. “Melissa exemplifies the heart of Lionism and demonstrates a commitment to 
dedicated humanitarian service—the basic principle of being a Melvin Jones Fellow,” said Lion Laura 
Mastracci, President of the Royal Oak Lions Club. “We were privileged to bestow this honor on Melissa for 
the compassionate, hard-working Lion that she is.”  

Lion Karen Burke, a Leader Dog client, shared her perspective: “Melissa knows what she stands for, which 
is to serve. Not only is she a Lion, but she’s also very persistent in making sure that clients are served 
at Leader Dog. She listens to what we share and looks for ideas to improve our experience when we 
come for a program.”  

Melissa expressed her deep appreciation for the recognition, saying, "To be awarded this by Lions who 
do so much good in this world is incredibly meaningful to me. I 
am proud to be a longtime Lion and to partner with Lions every day 
to advocate for people who are blind and to support the critical work 
of Lions globally.” 

Mission Moment 
“When you lose your vision, you lose your independence, and that 
was the hardest thing. Leader Dog Timber will make it a little easier 
to keep going. 

I've never been a very emotional person, but meeting Leader Dog 
Timber was emotional. It was this overwhelming happiness and 
feeling that this is going to work out. It's a hard feeling to describe. 
It's not just having a companion but thinking about our life together.” 

 

Leader Dog 
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It is with great sorrow we announce the passing of Cedar Lake Lions Director Lion Richard "Dick" 
Kutchek.  Lion Dick has been a member of our club since 1970 and obtained Life Membership in 
2004.  During his tenure, he served as Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, President and Director.   
Even at age 90, Lion Dick was active in the Cedar Lake club serving as director and coordinator of our 
annual Golf Outing.  He was friend to all and exemplified Lionism service. 
The following is information regarding services.  Please keep his family in your prayers. 
 
Lion Terri Yauger, Secretary 
Cedar Lake Lions Club 
 
 
 

Richard F. Kutchek Obituary 
  
Richard F. Kutchek, age 91, a longtime resident of Cedar Lake, IN, passed away peacefully on 
January 12, 2026. Richard was the beloved husband of the late Eleanor "Dottie" Kutchek. Born to 
the late Frank and Stella Kutchek. Richard is survived by a large and extended family, to include 
his brother, Raymond (Rose) Kutchek; sisters-in law, Carol Kutchek; Joanna Taylor, and Julie 
Ciszek; brothers-in-law, Joseph (Michaline) Roll, James (Pong Cha) Roll, and Michael Hanna. 
Richard was a cherished uncle and great-uncle to many nieces and nephews, and a loyal friend 
to Judy Havran and Dave and Debbie Cummins. He was preceded in death by his brother, 
Ronald Kutchek; his sister-in-law, Audrey Hanna, and brother-in-law, David "Dude" Roll. 
 
Friends may greet the family on Sunday, January 18, 2026 from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at BURDAN 
FUNERAL HOME, 12901 Wicker Ave., Cedar Lake, IN. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on 
Monday, January 19, 2026 at 11:00 am DIRECTLY at Holy Name Catholic Church, 11000 W. 
133rd Ave., Cedar Lake, IN. Interment will be held Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 10:00 am 
DIRECTLY at Resurrection Cemetery in Justice, IL. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cedar Lake Lions 
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At a recent Lowell Lions Club meeting, members were reminded just how powerful dedication and 
service can be — and how one person’s decision to serve can create a ripple effect that changes 
lives. 
We were honored to welcome our District 25A Zone Chair, Cindy, who shared updates, 
encouragement, and insight as we continue our work across the district. As a new Zone Chair, Cindy 
already brings enthusiasm, leadership, and a clear passion for Lionism. Her willingness to step 
forward and serve is a meaningful example of the dedication that keeps our organization strong. 

The evening also featured a heartfelt and inspiring presentation from Kim and Don, volunteer puppy 
raisers with Leader Dog for the Blind, who introduced us to Moses, a future Leader Dog. Through their 
story, we learned about the commitment involved in raising a future service dog and the life-changing 
impact these dogs have for individuals who are blind or visually impaired. 

What made their message even more powerful was the personal inspiration behind their service. Kim 
shared how her mother’s example of compassion and helping others influenced her journey. That 
legacy of service continues today through their work with Leader Dog — a beautiful reminder that the 
values we model can inspire generations. 

Their presentation highlighted an important truth Lions know well: service does not always begin with 
grand plans. Often, it begins with one simple “yes” — yes to volunteering, yes to learning, yes to giving 
your time to make someone else’s life better. From that single step, extraordinary impact can grow. 

As Lions, we serve in many ways — through vision programs, youth support, community projects, and 
partnerships like Leader Dog. Even so, it is always powerful to pause and hear the stories behind the 
service. These moments reconnect us to our purpose and remind us that what we do truly matters. 

The Lowell Lions Club is grateful to Cindy, Kim, Don, and future Leader Dog Moses for an evening 
filled with inspiration. Their dedication reflects the very heart of Lionism: We Serve — and through 
that service, we change lives.  

 

Lowell Lions 
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Westville Lions 
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Door Village Lions members conducted their January Membership Meeting at Cristo’s Restaurant last 
Monday with Club President Sue Kaiser presiding and opening the meeting with introductions of 
visiting dignitaries and two special guests. Lion Sue started with District 25A Govenor Lion Jim Furlong 
and his wife Immediate Past District 25A Governor Lion Patty Cooke Furlong, Past District 25A 
Governor Lion Mitchel Semans and his wife 2nd Vice District Governor Lion Wendy Semans. Special 
guests were Hanna Stombaugh and Ruby Metz.  
After a short business meeting and quick dinner, Boss Lion Sue invited Governor Jim Furlong to induct 
the club’s newest member Hanna Stombaugh. Lion Jim asked Hanna and her sponsor Lion Wendy 
Semans to join him and welcomed Hanna to the world’s largest volunteer organization and told her 
how proud he was to be inducting her this evening and told her he hoped she would enjoy a long 
career in Lionism. Lion Wendy Semans then performed the formal pinning of a new Lion, and 
members gave her a resounding round of applause and welcomed her into the club. Newly inducted 
Lion Hanna addressed the group and told them how excited she was to become a Lion and thanked 
everyone for the warm welcome. 

Club Secretary Lion Cindy Fischer gave a comprehensive report on the Senior Bingo and Salvation 
Army Christmas Gifts projects recently completed, and announced that club members, for their 
most current project, would be delivering school supplies the club bought, for Kingsbury, Kingsford 
Heights and Riley Elementary Schools, on Thursday January 15th starting with Kingsford Heights at 
9:00 a.m., Kingsbury at 9:30 and Riley at 10:00, weather permitting. Lion Cindy also announced the 
next three fund raisers club members will be working on, starting with the Amish pies in March, 
Hacienda Give Back in April and Candy Day in May. 
 
Boss Lion Sue Kaiser called on Lion Cindy Polito for the Tail Twister part of the meeting. Lion Cindy 
gave everyone a piece of paper and asked them to list in descending order the five months of the year 
for the most babies born, September was the winner and new member Hanna Stombaugh had the 
most months correctly listed and was presented with the prize that Lion Cindy had purchased for the 
game. The meeting adjourned at 8 pm.  
 

 

Door Village Lions 
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The LOFS Lions served the community by assisting the organization, NWI No Child Hungry, in 
packing “Buddy Bags,” their food and snack bags. The NWI No Child Hungry Organization 
started serving a handful of schools and children in 2019. The organization has now provided 
55,500 Buddy Bags to local children.  
 
Their President, Gretchen Mercer (pictured below leading the packing team), says that she 
would have been a Buddy Bag recipient as a child. The LOFS Lions were pleased to, as part of 
their service to the community and their service goals, help this dedicated group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOFS Lions 
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At the January 7 meeting of the Munster Lions Club, members were honored 
to welcome guest speakers Lion Bob Hrdy, his partner in service Lion Vicki, 
and Leader Dog Finn. Together, they delivered a powerful and heartfelt 
presentation about Bob’s journey living with visual impairment and how his 
family has worked together to maintain a high quality of life as his vision has 
declined due to a genetic condition. 

Bob shared the many challenges, adjustments, and experiments his family 
faced along the way. Ultimately, their journey led them to Leader Dogs for the Blind—a life-
changing resource that restored independence, confidence, and mobility. 

For individuals who are blind or visually impaired, the loss of sight is only the beginning of a 
profound life change. Tasks that once seemed simple can quickly become overwhelming, often 
leading to feelings of depression, anxiety, and isolation. 

Founded in 1939 by three Detroit-area Lions Club members, Leader Dogs for the Blind 
empowers people who are blind, visually impaired, or Deaf-Blind with the skills needed for a 
lifetime of independent travel. Their programs help open doors that may feel closed after vision 
loss. 

Services are tailored to individual needs and begin as early as age 16. These offerings include 
summer camps for teens, white cane training—formally known as Orientation and Mobility 
(O&M)—and the matching of clients with expertly trained guide dogs. 

Leader Dogs for the Blind is 100% philanthropically funded. There is no government support, and 
all services are provided at no cost to clients thanks to grassroots fundraising efforts, Lions Club 
support, and grants. 

Please join us in making a difference. You can learn more or donate by visiting 
the Leader Dogs for the Blind website or by reaching out to any Lions Club 
member in the community. Our meetings are open to the public, and we invite 
you to connect with us online or attend one of our community events—such as 
our upcoming Pancake Breakfast on March 1 at Munster High School. 

 

 

 

 

Munster Lions Welcome Leader Dog Finn and Speakers  



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        26 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 

The St. John Club had a busy and fun holiday season!  
 
Counted glasses at our November meeting –2,066 glasses, 2 hearing aids, batteries and misc. 
parts.  
 
We kicked things off with another successful Bunco fundraiser at the VFW in St. John last 
November. Everyone who brought in canned goods for the food pantry at the St. John Township 
Trustee’s Office received up to 5 free basket raffle tickets. And we donated a check to the VFW in 
support of our Veterans after our event !  
 
Also, in November we ran a Facebook post reminding people that we can get free medical 
equipment to the people in our community! We had donated 2 stairlifts and we had a lot of other 
medical equipment taking up space in our tiny shed. The FB post was a huge success!  
 
We were able to get the 2 stairlifts into 2 homes that were in desperate need! Of course, we 
informed the people that we could not install them because of liability, which they all 
understood.  
 
Even more people asked for free medical supplies too! We donated out several walkers, 
wheelchairs, bath chairs and shower seats. It's a good thing to remind your community of this 
service! Thanks to Lion Clarence for being available when Lion Karl calls for dropping off loads of 
stuff too!  
 

• Donated $1,000 to Disaster Relief for Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica. 
• Donated $1,000 to Camp Quality Illinois – a Camp for kids with cancer.  
• Donated $500 to Meals on Wheels.  
• Donated $500 to District 25-A Eyeglass Recycling Program in Memory of Lion Gene Rice 

who recently passed away. 
 
For the holidays we donated all the food people brought to Bunco to the Food Pantry, PLUS we 
always sponsor 4 families at Thanksgiving by donating gift cards from Stracks and sponsored 
another 4 families for both Stracks and Walmart gift cards (for toys) for the Christmas holiday.  
 
St. John also wrote a check to the St. John Township Trustee’s Office for their general fund. And 
since we were doing so well with giving food away… we wanted to focus on the Veteran’s again 
and found a place through our VFW called Northwest Indiana Veteran’s Village in Gary.  
 
 
 

St. John Lions Club  
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St. John had members go shopping and purchase various food items and cleaning supplies and 
too a couple carloads to the Veteran’s Village before the holidays. We are also going to plan a 
day hopefully in February to go back there and prepare the residents a spaghetti dinner – and 
take some more groceries and supplies for them again too. St. John Lions Club, P.O. Box 331, St. 
John, IN 46373. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lions Club  
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Once again, we decorated a tree for the St. John Christmas in the Park event. Our Members did a 
great job decorating our tree again this year. We have some home-made decoupage ornaments 
and individual ornaments for every member of the Club. One of our members even made a 
“fake” eyeglass box that sits next to the tree! We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas 
Holiday!   

 

St. John Lions Club  
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            MUNSTER LIONS 88th Anniversary 

Munster Lions Pancake Breakfast  
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Mission 1.5 Message 
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Mission 1.5 Membership Update 
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Indiana Lions State Convention May 2026 
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All roads this May lead to Plainfield and the 105th Indiana Lions State Convention, as we welcome Past 
International President Joe Preston and Lion Joni for a weekend of Lions’ fun and fellowship.  On behalf of 
the 2026 Convention Committee, we invite you to make the trip to the “Heartland of Indiana” on May 1-3, 
2026. 

With construction of I-69 to Evansville now complete, all of our districts now have quick and easy access 
to the convention. Whether you are traveling I-69 or I-65, I-70 or I-74, or US-231 or even the Old Historic 
US-40 National Road which runs right through downtown Plainfield, there is no reason not to pack up the 
car and make a weekend getaway to be with your Lions’ family. 

The weekend kicks off with tours of the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) on Friday morning, and 
then a BBQ dinner hosted by the Plainfield Lions Club at Made@Plainfield before the opening plenary 
session at the Embassy Event Center.  Many of our local community police officers have graduated from 
ILEA since the first class in 1969. 

The Saturday luncheon will feature Dr. Dan Neely as the keynote speaker.  Dr. Neely is the medical 
director for Indiana Lions Operation KidSight preschool vision screening program, has served as the team 
ophthalmologist for the Indianapolis Colts, and gives of his spare time with Orbis flying hospital. 

Past International President Joe Preston, of Mesa, Arizona, will be the keynote speaker for the Saturday 
evening banquet, and will be presenting several Leadership and Presidential Awards to the Lions of 
Indiana along with is certain to be an inspirational message about being a Lion. 

In between these events, are district caucuses, the second plenary business session, exhibit hallway, 
seminars, Strides Walk and much more. 

Voting happens on Sunday morning, along with a Memorial Service to remember all of those Lions who 
have ended their service to those WE SERVE before the closing session. 

The Embassy Suites and Event Center is located just a couple of minutes from I-70, and your room 
reservations entitle you to complimentary made-to-order breakfast (a $40 value*) and a complimentary 
“Manager’s Reception” each night from 5:00 – 7:00 pm (a $40 value*).  There is ample free parking at both 
the hotel and the event center for those coming in for the day. 

So why not make the trek to Plainfield on May 1-3, 2026 and celebrate being a Lion? 

(* value based on double occupancy room)   

 

Indiana Lions State Convention May 2026 
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Indiana Lions State Convention May 2026 
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District 25-A Convention Information 

‘s 
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District 25-A Convention Exhibit and Vendor Application 

‘s 
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District 25-A Convention Advertising Application 

‘s 
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2/6-2/17 Personal Vacation 

2/28 District C Convention 

3/6-3/7 District 25-A Convention – Fair Oaks Farms (Info in this newsletter) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference District Governor Jim’s Schedule 

S  
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February 

Members Who Have Completed Their Service 

 

               Wheatfield 

Lion Bob Tilema  January 28, 2026  

  

Welcome New Members! 

Door Village 

Hanna Strombaugh Sponsored by Wendy Semans 

Hamlet 

Joseph Klinedinst Sponsored by Arthur Borrelli 

Munster 

Mark Anderson Sponsored by Raymond Anderson 

Anthony Christopher Sponsored by George Shinkin 

Valparaiso 

Ted Huff Sponsored by Tom Cath 

 

 

 Membership 


