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Lions! Who are we anyway?  

Have you ever been working a fundraiser and have someone ask you, ―What do lions do‖? Or who 

are lions anyway? This is something that makes me crazy. I just want to scream out all the things that 

lions do around the world to serve. Sometimes, we tell people that we change lives or that we save 

lives.  My dream is that at some time in the near future people will just know what we are doing and 

who we are.   

When returning from an amazing Lions International Convention in Toronto, my motor is running 

with excitement, embarking on a twelve month journey leading our great District 25A. It is my goal to 

serve you as Governor with pride, dedication and enthusiasm. We have assembled a team of incredi-

ble lions who will all be pulling in the same direction as we continue to ―Set the Pace‖.  While seeing 

all the Lions in Toronto, it occurred to me that we come in all shapes, sizes, races and ethnicity. 

We’re just good people who love to serve and have a tremendous compassion to help those who are 

less fortunate. When Lions come together in most any situation, all barriers are put aside and our only 

concern is how to improve the world in which we live. Entering a room you see little pockets of Lions 

laughing or exchanging ideas with the enthusiasm of kids on a playground. We just can’t wait to get a 

new idea or share something that has happened in our little corner of the world.  

Our District 25A is on a great path of growth and improvement. We are coming off of a great year 

and just want to continue. We are starting the year by inviting the Lions of 25A to our first District 

Meeting on August 24 in Gary at a RailCats game. Gates open at 12:30 and we will have our meeting 

as soon as we get organized. Lunch will be served at 1:15 and the game starts at 2:10. Bring someone 

from your club who has never been to a cabinet meeting. Our goal is to get more Lions to the District 

Meetings and not just the same ―old guard‖.  

The GMT & DG Buzz Melton from Illinois is going to put on a seminar at our District Membership 

Outing in Kouts on September 7th. Buss is a retired Fire Chief from Baltimore, Maryland. He has tre-

mendous enthusiasm for Lionism and offers some unique views for improvement. This is a great op-

portunity to bring a team of Lions from your club to gather information and meet and greet fellow 

Lions from other clubs in our district. We need to get all of our members involved and excited about 

our development. Lunch will be provided for this function and all materials are FREE!   

Banner Night is coming in September on the 27th basketball game at the Civic Auditorium. The ban-

ner will be changing hands from Winamac to LaPorte at halftime and we want all 53 clubs in Mighty 

25A to bring their banner for a parade. Purdue North Central’s Men will play against the Alumni 

dressed in uniforms from the 1950’s. Our goal is to make this an informational outing having the state 

projects represented and handing out information on Lionism.  There will be a buffet after the game 

for Lions & Leo’s to gather. More information will be coming on this event in future newsletters. 

Yours,  

District Governor Lion Glenn Swanson 

District 25 A – SETS THE PACE! 

. 
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First of all, let’s thank Governor Connie Roe for a great year of service 

and leadership in our District.  She’s been an inspiration to all of us and never seems to 

run out of energy and enthusiasm for Lions. 

 Fishing for Life is a program that only happens in District 25A. This started out  

as a weekend for the blind and visually impaired students and adults to give them the  

opportunity to do things they normally don’t get a chance to do. After, spending a Saturday 

with the Fishing for Life group, I can remember one of the reasons for joining Lions.  

It’s to make a difference in somebody’s life. Watching a visually impaired person bait their own  

hook, cast their fishing pole, reel a fish in, and the excitement on their faces and the people  

around them is priceless. Talking to some of the students’ parents they were extremely grateful  

to the Lions for having this program. One of the parent’s said his son wanted to join the local   

Lions club where they live and that he would join too. 

 Our Lions built a permanent shelter on Lions Butch and Rhonda Weston property this  

Spring.  They now have a bathroom, shower, a sink and two refrigerators to make things easier 

during the event.  There was also, horseback riding, a paddleboat, a miniature train and Lion  

Butch hooked a trailer to the tractor and gave people a hay ride. There were over 40 Lions, 12  

Leos, and 16 clubs represented, either they helped build the shelter, or helped out during the  

weekend. 

 After observing, and listening to the students, I understand when our Lions say they 

learn more from them then they do from us. What a remarkable experience, and thanks again 

to Lions Butch and Rhonda for the use of their property.  

                                                  VG Randy Greer 
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What do you know about LIONS? 

Who is our new President? 

What is his message? 

From what state does he hail? 

How many Lion’s clubs are there in the world? 

How many Lions are there throughout the world? 

In what year and city did Lions start? 

Please send information  pictures, articles, etc for the newsletter to Lion Patty Cooke 

by the 20th of the Month                                                             patty.cooke@gmail.com 
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Region 2 

Region Chair Robin Smith (Chesterton) 

131 W 850 N, Valparaiso, IN 46385 

219‐395‐8285 mswolfen@aol.com 
 
Zone 2A 

Patricia Kalina (South Haven Lions) 

778 Baltimore Rd., Valparaiso, IN 46385  

dukekalina@netzero.net  

*Burns Harbor‐Chesterton‐Ogden Dunes‐ 
*South Haven‐Valparaiso* 
 
Zone 2B 

Clarence Davis (Hobart Lions) 

4767 E 61st Ave., Hobart, IN 46342 

219‐942‐4433   csdavis61@comcast.net 

*Hobart‐Lake Station-Merrillville –Portage* 
 
Region 3 
 

Region Chair Butch (Myrle) Weston (Westville Lions) 

2222 S 900 W, LaPorte, IN 46350 

219‐785‐4296 rhonda_weston@yahoo.com 
 

Zone 3A 

Paul Tuszynski (Mill Creek Community Lions) 

1602 N 850 E, Mill Creek, IN 46365 

219‐778‐4180  paultuszynski@msn.com 

*LaPorte‐LaPorte Maple City‐Michiana L C‐Michigan City* 

*Mill Creek Community‐Rolling Prairie* 
 

Zone 3B 

Joe Pahs 
3612 W. Joliet Rd., LaPorte, IN  46350 
219-362-8086  clpahs@csinet.net 
*Door Village‐Hamlet‐Hanna‐Koontz Lake L C‐Union Mills 

*Wanatah‐Westville* 
 

Region 4 

Region Chair Dennis Brown (Kouts Lions) 

PO Box 436, Kouts, IN 46347 

219‐766‐3770 liondennisbrown@yahoo.com 
 

Zone 4A 

Robert Souza 

108 S Melville St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 

219‐866‐5594 nbsouza@aol.com  

*Goodland‐Kentland‐Morocco‐Remington‐Rensselaer* 
 
Zone 4B 

Thomas Zacek (Hebron Lions) 

502 N Madison St., Hebron, IN 46341 

219‐996‐2814 ktzacek@netnetco.net 

*Hebron‐Kouts‐La Crosse‐Shelby‐Wheatfield* 
 
Zone 4C 
Rex Hively 
14695 W. St. Rd 14, Medaryville, IN 47957 
219-843-3663 
*Bass Lake‐Francesville‐Medaryville Community* 

*Monterey‐Star City‐Winamac* 

District Governor 

Glenn Swanson (Karen) 

2314 Hillside Ct., LaPorte, IN 46350 

H: 219‐324‐7149 C: 219‐379‐4086  

gkswanson350@comcast.net 
 
1st Vice District Governor 

Randy Greer (Lion Pat) 

744 Acadia, Valparaiso, IN 46385 

H: 219‐759‐2865 C: 219‐728‐8432 lionrandy@yahoo.com  
 
2nd Vice District Governor 

Patty Cooke 

8110 Austin Ave., Schererville  IN 46375 

C: 219‐671‐4668 H: 219‐801‐4626 patty.cooke@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Secretary 

Roy ―Bo‖ Zimmerman 

602 E. Hamilton St., Union Mills  IN 46382 

H:219-767-2848 C:219-575-1637  lionbo@frontier.com 
 
Cabinet Treasurer 

PDG Kevin Roe 

701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac  IN 46996 

H: 574‐946‐4701 C: 219‐863‐0761  

kroegwen@embarqmail.com 
 
Immediate Past District Governor 

GLT 

IPDG Connie Roe (PDG Kevin) 

701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac  IN 46996 

H: 574‐946‐4701  kroegwen@embarqmail.com  
 
GMT 

Doug Schmeltz (Angie) 

14726 Bryan St., Cedar Lake IN 4699 

H: 219-375-9714  C: 219‐692-2800 

D_Schmeltz@hotmail.com 

Region 1 

Region Chair Allen Konieczka (St. John Lions)                                                                                                                                                                                      

12548 W 101st Place, St. John, IN 46373                                                                                                                                                                                                                

H: 219‐365‐1091 C: 219‐201‐9103 al@alkoncgi.com            

Zone 1A 

PDG Patrick Rodriguez 

4233 Homerlee Ave., E. Chicago, IN 46312 

219‐902‐6459  patrodsr@hotmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                
*E. Chicago Evening‐Hammond‐Ind. Harbor E. Chicago‐Whiting* 
 
Zone 1B 

Jeanne DeLasCasas (Lake of the Four Seasons Lions) 

3714 Cherry Hill Dr., Crown Point, IN 46307 

219‐663‐9325   tylersgrandma@comcast.net  

*Cedar Lake‐Crown Point‐Lake of the Four Seasons‐Lowell* 

*Schererville Central‐St. John* 

 
Zone 1C 

Patty Cooke (Schererville Lions) 

8110 Austin Ave., Schererville, IN 46375 

C: 219‐671‐4668 W: 219‐801‐4626 patty.cooke@gmail.com 

*Dyer‐Griffith‐Highland‐Munster‐Schererville* 
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Please mark you calendars! 
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Banner Night 

   

What: Throw back basketball game — 

 Winamac vs La Porte 

 Purdue North Central will provide players 

When: Saturday, September 27, 2014 

Where: Civic Auditorium in La Porte 

Banner parade at halftime of the game with the Ban-

ner exchange taking place at that time.  Hope to 

have all state projects represented and lots of infor-

mation on "What Lions do", and who we are!   Leo 

Clubs will be invited to participate in different 

ways—concessions, admission ect.  Prices will be 

comperable to what they were in the 1950's.   Ban-

quet to follow game in the basement of the Civic for 

Lions, Leo's and guests by invitation of a Lion or Leo  

member. 

District  Leadership / Membership  

Planning Meeting 

What: Review goals for the upcoming year 

When:   Wednesday, July 23rd at 6:00 pm 

CST 

Where: Wanatah 

Who: Zone Chairs, Region Chairs, GLT, GMT, 

If you have anything  you would like to discuss, 

please let DG Glenn  know so we can put  it on 

the agenda. 



The Mill Creek Community Lion Club added five 

new members to their club last year!   For them, 

membership growth is a process: 

 Need involved membership chair 

 Have members generate names  at the beginning 

of the fiscal year 

 Review names to come up with a primary list 

 Assign names to club members who become 

responsible for taking necessary steps to make 

contact 

 Since techniques for selling Lionism vary, the 

Membership chair is responsible for managing 

the process 

 Include Membership Chairman report on meet-

ing agenda and include comments on meeting 

minutes 

 Sponsor has task of mentoring the new mem-

bers 

 Assign new members to fundraising activities 

 Meet with new members outside the club in a relaxed 

atmosphere (i.e. Coffee with the President on a Saturday 
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Membership  Welcome New Members 

Newly inducted Door Village Lions left to right: Lion Greg 
Perra, Lion Carolyn Perra, Lion Nathan Combs, Lion Alicia 

Combs, Lion Bonnie Olson, Lion Don Olson, Lion Renee 

-Ritchie-Gazarkiewicz 

 

―My back hurts‖ was heard at the Mill Creek Indiana Community Li-

ons Club October 2013 meeting. Area squirrels were asking each 

other, ―Where are all the walnuts in the area?‖ 

 Club members picked up over 66,000 pounds of walnuts and 

delivered 38 pickup truck and three cattle trailer loads to Niles Michi-
gan where they were hulled and purchased by the Diamond Walnut 

Company. These walnuts are then delivered to Missouri where they 

are shelled for walnut meats. 

 Funds from this project are used to supplement club dues 
expenses. There are 47 club members.  This club was charted 

in October 2004.  We have been collecting walnuts for four years. 

 

Mill Creek  

Lions are nuts 

about Walnuts 

Newly inducted Schererville Lions with PDG Patrick Rodriquez.   

Left to right: Lion Sue Beach, Lion PDG Patrick, Lion Susan Newman 

The Highland Lions servered some terrific Italian beef sandwiches 

at the towns 5 day 4th of July Festival. 



 

Page 7 July 2014 Volume 50 Number 1 

25A Pace Setter  

The Hobart Lions Club recently celebrated their 85th Anniversary.  The club was chartered in 1929.  It was the first club that was authorized 
by Lions International to hold evening meetings.  Some of their other early accomplishments included helping to build the first post office in 

town, and one of their biggest undertakings in 1932 was to construct a road leading south from Hobart to the Lincoln Highway.  

In the photo, District Governor Connie Roe is inducting four new (blindfolded) Lions into the club.  She is seen with Lion Joe 

Larson who sponsored Pastor Gary Nagy, Jim Burns, Mayor Brian Snedecor, and Joseph Stan.   

Hobart Lions Club Celebrate 85 Years Strong 

Lion 2nd VP Chris De-

risi, PDG Lion Keith 

Hall, Bill Delgado and 

Lion Chuck De Las 

Casas 

 

LOFS Lions Club Installation Picnic 

The LOFS Lions Clubs held their Installation of new 

officers on June 25, 2014 at Sandy Beach. There were 

40 people in attendance  at the Steak Fry Picnic.  

After dinner DGE Lion Glenn Swanson installed 2 

new members, bringing LOFS total number of new 

members to 21 for DG Lion Connie’s year. 

Representing District 25A Leader Dog Committee, 

Lion Chuck De Las Casas presented a ―Leader Dog 

Founder Award‖ to Bill Delgado. While Bill was 

thanking the LIONS for the award, he announced that 

he was donating $10,000 to the Lakes of the Four 

Seasons Lions Club.  He said he knew how Lions 

worked and wanted to help our organization. Bill has 

in the past made several donations to both the LOFS 

LIONS Club and 25A Leader Dog Committee.  

We are so fortunate to have Bill as part of our com-

munity. He was a LOFS LION at one time. His job 

keeps him traveling between Mexico and several cities 

in the United States. He does work with a LIONS 
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HeadStart and KidSight 

 

I have been in touch with Headstart for Lake and Por-

ter counties.  They need the Lions help to test their 

students’ eyes and hearing for the coming year.   

HeadStart has scheduled mandatory Health Fairs and 

enrollment times for all students participating in 

Headstart.  See the schedule below. 

I will try to get two machines for hearing testing.  We 

will need Lions in the areas listed on the schedule and 

anyone else who wants to help.  Please contact me so 

that I can schedule you’re your time on the days you 

are available.  Nurses are needed to assist with the 

testing.  So if your club has a member who is a Nurse, 

please ask them if they can help.  We hope to get 

enough help to divide the workers into a couple of 

shifts. 

This is a great way for us to help children in need so 

please get this information out to your clubs.  This is 

a lot of children we can test in one week! 

I want to thank all of the Lions for their help in this 

project.  Kidsight is an important step in helping chil-

dren in our communities with preventing blindness.  If 

we all work together, we will show our communities 

we serve them and perhaps we will not be the best 

kept secret. 

Yours in Service, 

Lion Angie Schmeltz  

    Home Phone: 219-374-9714 

    Cell Phone:  219-405-0286 

    Email:             14726bryan@comcast.net       

 

 

 

Date Time Place Est. nbr. 

of kids 

Aug. 25, 2014 9 am  

To  

3 pm 

Roxana 

900 Shell 

East Chicago, IN 

136 

Aug. 26, 2014 9 am  

To 

3 pm 

St. Mark’s 

3880 Jackson St. 

Gary, IN 

170 

Aug. 27, 2014 9 am   

To 

 3 pm 

Geminus Bldg. 

8400 Louisiana St. 

Merrillville, IN 

193 

Aug. 27, 2014 9 am  

To 

 3 pm 

St. Paul’s 

352 W. Chicago St. 

Valparaiso, IN 

204 

Aug. 28, 2014 1 pm  

To 

6 pm 

Geminus Bldg. 

8400 Louisiana St. 

Merrillville, IN 

193 

Aug. 29, 2014 1 pm  

to 

6 pm 

Geminus Bldg. 

8400 Louisiana St. 

Merrillville, IN 

193 

Health Fair Schedule 

Have you asked a friend or 

neighbor to join us at a meeting 

tel:219-374-9714
tel:219-405-0286
mailto:14726bryan@comcast.net
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Bass Lake Wednesday August 6, 2014 

Burns Harbor Thursday November 20, 2014 

Cedar Lake Tuesday October 7, 2014 

Chesterton Tuesday March 10,. 2014 

Crown Point Thursday September 1, 2014 

Door Village Monday December 8, 2014 

Dyer Saturday October 18, 2014 

East Chicago Evening Wednesday September 1,2014 

Francesville Tuesday October 14, 2014 

Goodland Wednesday August 13, 2014 

Griffith Tuesday November 4, 2014 

Hamlet Monday January 5, 2015 

Hammond Monday October 13, 2014 

Hanna Tuesday January 20, 2015 

Hebron Thursday August 21, 2014 

Highland Tuesday November 11, 2014 

Hobart Wednesday December 3, 2014 

Indiana Harbor East Chicago Saturday October 25,2014 

Kentland Tuesday August 12, 2014 

Koontz Lake Tuesday March 3, 2015 

Kouts Thursday August 7, 2014 

La Crosse Tuesday August 5, 2014 

La Porte Monday October 6, 2014 

Lake Station Monday February 2, 2014 

Lakes of the Four Seasons Wednesday October 8, 2015 

Laporte Maple City Wednesday December 10, 2014 

Medaryville Thursday January 15, 2015 

Merrillville Thursday December 18, 2014 

Michiana L C Thursday July 10, 2014 

Michigan City Wednesday November 19, 2014 

Mill Creek Monday December 1, 2014 

Monterey Wednesday November 12, 2014 

Morocco Tuesday August 26, 2014 

Munster Wednesday October 15, 2014 

Ogden Dunes Monday March 2, 2015 

Portage Tuesday January 6, 2015 

Remington Tuesday September 23, 2014 

Rensselaer Tuesday September 9, 2014 

Rolling Prairie Tuesday February 3, 2015 

Schererville Tuesday November 25, 2014 

Schererville Central Tuesday October 21, 2014 

Shelby Thursday September 18, 2014 

South Haven L C Thursday December 11, 2014 

St. John Thursday November 6, 2014 

Star City Tuesday August 19, 2014 

Union Mills Tuesday January 27, 2014 

Valparaiso Tuesday December 2, 2014 

Wanatah Monday October 20, 2014 

Westville Thursday January 5, 2015 

Wheatfield Monday September 15, 2014 

Whiting Thursday October 16, 2014 

Winimac Tuesday September 16, 2014 
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District Calendar 

July  2014 
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August 2014 


