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       June 2016 

It is hard to believe, I am writing my final newsletter as your District Governor. The most 

enjoyable part of this job has been going to official visits and meeting all the great Lions 

throughout this District. The 25A Lions believe “Where there’s a need there’s a Lion”.  

 The State Convention in Shipshewana was well attended. Special thanks to International 

President Dr. Yamada for coming to our State Convention and sharing Dignity, Harmony, and 

Humanity with us. Congratulations to Lion Rhonda Weston and PDG Kevin Roe for receiving the 

Presidential Medals at the Convention, well deserved. We also, want to congratulate Lion Chuck 

DeLaCasas and Lion Harold Haman for receiving the Distinguished Lions Certificates; these are 

awards for many years of dedicated service to Lions. Many thanks to all the Lions who worked 

the hospitality room at the State Convention. The wide open hospitality room was really great, 

a little crowded at times, but everybody enjoyed themselves. The food, seminars, and the great 

camaraderie was fantastic.  Thanks to District G for hosting the convention. We look forward to 

celebrating 100 years in Evansville next year! 

 Officer’s training has taken place, special thanks to our instructors, GLT Connie Roe, 

PDG Mike Gutyan, GMT Doug Schmeltz, ZC David Dickinson, and Lion Pat Greer for all the time 

they put into this program. If your club was not able to attend one of the trainings please let 

DGE Patty Cooke know. Don’t forget to put your new officers in on the LCI website. As of May 

26th there were still 19 clubs that had not entered them. Please let Lion Pat Greer know if you 

need help with this. 

Governor Elect Patty Cooke, brings a new look to Lions with that great big smile and lots 

of enthusiasm. She will do a great job! She will have 1st Vice District Governor Elect Robin Smith 

who has a lot of knowledge and experience and PDG Dennis Brown who has been there twice 

before helping her. 

 Special thanks to Lion Bill Ellis who did a great job as our Newsletter editor. He needs a 

round of applause. There are so many Lions to thank so; we will say Thank-You to everyone! 

Lion Pat and I are looking forward to some down time, but we will always be just a phone call 

away, as the Lions of District 25A will always have a special place in our hearts.   

Remember to Ask 1 so we can continue to Serve! 

                    District Governor Randy Greer 

 

                                                      

District Governor’s Message: 
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GLT 
PDG Connie Roe 
701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac, IN 46996 
H: 574‐946‐4701   C: 219‐863‐0761    
kroegwen@embarqmail.com 

GMT 
Doug Schmeltz 
14726 Bryan St., Cedar Lake, IN 46303 
H: 219‐374‐9714   C: 219‐696‐2800  
  d_schmeltz@hotmail.com 
 
Region 1                    
Region Chair  

Allen Konieczka (St. John Lions)                                                                                                                                                                                      
12548 W 101st Place, St. John, IN 46373                                                                                                                                                                                                                
H: 219‐365‐1091 C: 219‐201‐9103 al@alkoncgi.com            
Zone 1A 
Arcides Santiago (East Chicago Evening) 
4318 Olcott, East Chicago, IN 46312 
H: 219-398-1151 C: 219746-4889  
CDSAUTO1@AOL.COM                                                                                                                                                                                                                
*E. Chicago Evening‐Hammond‐Indiana Harbor East 
Chicago‐Whiting* 
Zone 1B 
Jeanne DeLasCasas 
(Lake of the Four Seasons Lions) 
5030 Spinnaker Lane Unit-A, Crown Point, IN 46307 
219‐663‐9325 tylersgrandma@comcast.net 
*Cedar Lake‐Crown Point‐Lake of the Four Seasons‐
Lowell**Schererville Central‐St. John* 
Zone 1C 
Thomas Talaga (Schererville Lions) 
1702 Susan, Schererville, IN 46375 
219-322-2513 
*Dyer‐Griffith‐Highland‐Munster‐Schererville* 
 
Region 2 
Region Chair  

PDG Tom Hansen (Hobart Lions) 
134 Beverly Blvd. Hobart, IN 46342 
1-773-592-4891  thansen1644@yahoo.com  
Zone 2A 
Patricia Kalina (South Haven Lions) 
778 Baltimore Rd., Valparaiso, IN 46385  
H: 219-759-3240 C: 219-707-3540 
*Burns Harbor‐Chesterton‐Ogden Dunes‐*South 
Haven‐Valparaiso* 
 
 

Zone 2B 
Clarence Davis (Hobart Lions) 
4767 E 61st Ave., Hobart, IN 46342 
219‐942‐4433 csdavis61@comcast.net 
*Hobart‐Lake Station-Merrillville–Portage* 

Region 3 
Region Chair  

Butch (Myrle) Weston (Westville Lions) 
2222 S 900 W, LaPorte, IN 46350 
219‐785‐4296 rhonda_weston@yahoo.com 
Zone 3A 

Oscar Ryl-Kuchar 
PO Box 336 LaPorte, IN  46350 
708-932-7678  ozpack@comcast.net  
*LaPorte‐LaPorte Maple City‐Michiana L C‐
Michigan City**Mill Creek Community‐Rolling 
Prairie* 
Zone 3B 

Dave Dickinson 
509 Virginia St. Walkerton, IN 46574 
574-780-0713 DAVIDDICKINSON20@YAHOO.COM  
*Door Village‐Hamlet‐Hanna‐Koontz Lake L C‐
Union Mills *Wanatah‐Westville* 
 
Region 4 
Region Chair  

PDG Dennis Brown (Kouts Lions) 
PO Box 436, Kouts, IN 46347 
219‐766‐3770 liondennisbrown@yahoo.com 
Zone 4A 

Robert Souza 
108 S Melville St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 
219‐866‐5594 nbsouza@aol.com  
*Goodland‐Kentland‐Morocco‐Remington‐
Rensselaer* 
Zone 4B 

Thomas Strain 
2164 W 1400 N, Wheatfield, IN 46392  
219-956-3988  tomstrain6@gmail.com  
*Hebron‐Kouts‐La Crosse‐Shelby‐Wheatfield* 
Zone 4C 

Rex Hively 
14695 W. St. Rd 14, Medaryville, IN 47957 
219-843-3663 
*Bass Lake‐Francesville‐Medaryville Community* 
*Monterey‐Star City‐Winamac* 
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Message from 1st VDGE  Robin Smith: 

It is hard to believe this is the last month of this Lion year.  Our Lions have been so                                               

busy this past year making a difference in their communities, state and worldwide,                                         

it is no wonder that time flies by so quickly.  We are now at the time of year when                                        

our clubs begin preparing for the new Lions year.  A key step in these preparations                                            

is the election of new officers.  By this time, all elections should have taken place                                              

and the Club Officer Report submitted to Lions Clubs International.  DGE Patty Cooke                                                  

reminded us in our May newsletter, however, 39% of our clubs still need to submit                                          

their reports.  Please take the time to complete this important task as the information is used 

by LCI and the District to communicate with each club successfully.  If you need help, please 

contact your leadership team and one of us will be more than happy to assist.  Another 

important part of the new year preparation is setting a new budget.  Our district is full of very 

generous clubs giving so much in time and money.  While you review your budgets for next 

year, please contemplate including each of your district and state projects among your 

donations.  Without your support, these projects would not be able to provide much needed 

services.   

While our clubs are preparing for next Lions year, it is essential to remember, we have one 

more month to go in this Lion year.  DG Randy’s team is still in the process of working on new 

clubs in Demotte and Roselawn.  We are almost there, but need a few more hands to complete 

this process.  Please consider giving a few hours of your time to bring Lionism to these 

communities.  Contact DGE Patty Cooke or myself for more information. 

Speaking of closing one Lion year and preparing for the next, now is a great time to say thank 

you to those who make a difference.   Thank you DG Randy and DGE Patty for your dedication 

and leadership to our organization and myself. It’s been a great year!  And lastly, thank you 

Lions all for another year of dedicated service to your communities, district, state and world.  

Thank you for service! 

Yours in friendship and service, 

Lion Robin Smith, 1st VDGE 
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We welcome these new members: 

Crown Point  Cindy Beckman   Diane Klien  

Crown Point  Joseph Beckman  Diane Klien 

Crown Point  Stephen Krause   Jack Zenere 

Michigan City  Susan Bietry   Arnold Bass 

Ogden Dunes  George Grimmell  John Wilhelm 

St. John   Stephen Hastings  Michelle Haluska   

 

We honor those Lions who served: 

PCC Norm Witt    Francesville (Retired to Florida) 

Ronald “Ronnie” Good Lake Station 

Everett E Knebel  Star City 
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Save the Date: 

This August 8 – 16, join Lions around the globe for the Worldwide Week of Service for Youth!  

Start planning a service event for your club now! 

  

Mill Creek Community Lions Club 

The Mill Creek Community Lions Club, along with some local volunteers, did a 

roadside cleanup on April 23rd.  Many miles were covered in the Mill Creek 

and Fish Lake area helping to maintain the beauty of our country roads used 

by many for walking, running, and biking.  
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State Convention Highlights from Shipshewana, IN—April 29—May 1, 2016 

Cabinet Sec’y Judy Shaffer, DG Randy, Lion Pat Greer, 

and Cabinet Treasurer Gary Shaffer in Lobby of Blue 

Gate Garden Inn—Convention Headquarters. 

Michiana Lions Club members Steve, Johnie, and Brian 

Pagels, Club President, assist at the Hospitality Room 

on   Saturday night. 

Distinguished Lions Awards for many years of dedicated service to 

our District were presented to Lions Chuck DeLasCasas and Harold 

Haman by Lion Andy Dybel (on left), Trustee of the Indiana Lions 

Foundation.  

Lions Rhonda Weston and PDG Kevin 

Roe were presented with Presidential 

Medals by Lions International President  

Dr. J. Yamada at the Banquet Saturday 

At Banquet– Lions Doug & Angie Schmeltz, Tom Watkins, PDGs 

Kevin & Connie Roe and Lion Karlene Roe.  

DGE Patty Cooke, Lion Pat Greer, and VDGE 

Robin Smith all dressed up for the Banquet.  
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Club Excellence Award 

As your club finishes out the year, it is time to check out the application for the Club Excellence Award.  

Many clubs are eligible as you can see from the list of requirements below.  Often it is the Membership 

or LCIF donation that trips up the effort.  So if you have increased membership, but have not have sent 

in a donation to LCIF, there is still time.  Any amount will be ok – the amount will build over time. 

You do have until August 31, 2016 to send in the application.  You can find it at: 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/EN/pdfs/da1-2015-16.pdf 
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Region 2 Joint Fundraiser at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 

Lions from clubs in Region 2 brave cold weather to sell Pancakes & Sausage  at Maple Sugar 

Time in March at the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 

As of today Region 2 this year has raised over $3,000.00 for equipment and supplies for the 

Blind/ Low Vision Students of Porter County housed in the Morgan Township School. Last year 

the Chesterton club asked the rest of the Clubs in the Region to help with the Pancake Breakfast 

at Chellberg Farms, the first two weekends in March. It was decided that the profit would go to 

these students. This year it was decide to do the project again. In the past two years the Region 

has raised over $10,000.00 (between donations and grants) to go towards Ms. Karen Ennis & her 

students. I would like to thank PDG Glenn for asking the Zones to do a joint project last year. 

                                                        Lion PDG Tom Hansen, Region 2 Chairman 

 
Chesterton Lions Club Leader Dog Founders Awards 

Chesterton Lions Club presented “Leader Dogs 

Founders Tribute” Awards to 10 members  after 

making a $5000 donation to Leader Dogs For the 

Blind. This donation qualifies Chesterton as a “Top 

Dog” donator to Leader Dogs. Receiving the awards 

are Lions Laura Layman, Ed Hutson, VDG Robin 

Smith, Vince Kisala, Dawn Ruge, Brad Hinken,     

Byron McKinney, Jim Hudgins, and Bill Ellis. Absent 

from photo is Lion Tom Lee. District Governor 

Randy Greer installed the club officers at this  

evening’s banquet.  
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