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District Governor Jim Furlong 

630-699-4278 

 Final Cabinet Meeting, Sunday, June 14 

They say time flies when you’re having fun.  Well, then this is fun.  My final Cabinet meeting will 
be Sunday, June 14, 2026 at the Leroy Community Center at 5524 East 145th Ave.  If you’re going 
east from Crown Point or getting off at I-65 at the US 231 exit, continue really Southeast (South) 
on US 231 until you get to the community of Leroy.  Turn South (right) on Elkhart St. until you get 
to 145th Ave.  Turn East (left) on 145th Ave less than ½ mile and the community center will be on 
your left.  From Hebron, go really Northeast (North) on US 231 until you get to the community of 
Leroy.  Turn South (left) on Elkhart St. until you get to 145th Ave.  Turn East (left) on 145th Ave less 
than ½ mile and the community center will be on your left. 

We are going to have a Steak Fry (ala carte) for $15 and ask that you bring a side dish.  We will 
also provide all the fixin’s of the steak such as seasoning and condiments.  We’ll have a great 
time and hope you can join us.   

Goodbye — Adiós — Au revoir — Auf Wiedersehen — Arrivederci — さようなら 
I must Admit when I sat down to write my last Hoosier Lion article, I saw that Copilot was asking 
me could it help me draft this final article.  It was tempting. 

Nope, I wanted to say goodbye all on my own.  It did write the headline though as you all know I 
don’t speak five languages.  LOL. 

I’m at a loss for words (yes,me) right now.  I was an incredible honor to serve as your district 
governor in 25-26.  I’ve really met some incredible Lions in the course of my official visits, cabinet 
meetings and even the Council Meetings with my peer governors.  Rocky Simpson, Chief, you’re 
an incredible guy and you were a great Council Chair for MD25.  And Jackie Kurley you will be a 
great Council Chair in 26-27. 

Turning to our own District 25A, what a year.  It started a little late with me being installed at the 
International Convention in Orlando.  And if you have a little time let me tell you how I almost 
became an Alligator meal coming back from the convention center to my hotel on my own.  Then 
things really took off.  

District Governor Jim Furlong 
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 I had a great banner night around Halloween and I wanted to thank 
all for taking the Halloween costume theme to heart.  I want to give 
a shoutout to My LOFS President Jenn and Secretary Sally who 
skillfully dressed up as me in my shorts with my Cubs logo on my 
artificial leg and Sally dressed as “my lovely wife” Patty.  You guys 
were a riot.                 My official visits continued through the next few 
months sometimes dodging Indiana blizzards as we did coming 
home from the Ogden Dunes O/V where Patty and I thought it was 
strange so late at night to be seeing a line of semi-trailers coming at 
us on narrow County Line Road—having been detoured off of US30 
which was impassable due to ice. 

And before I knew it our District Convention was held in March at Fair Oaks Farms.  ID Bert 
Nelson finally got there late Friday evening, very late and again due to the great Midwestern 
storms.  Bert inspired us with his “bad jokes” but memorable stories of Lionism.   

Little did we know that two days later we would be 
back in this part of the District to stand with the 
people of Lake Village, IN who were trying to 
recover from a devastating EF-3 tornado that 
leveled half of this small town.  We were asked by 
the town to help them serve meals to survivors and 
recovery volunteers.  This was Wednesday night 
and they said “could you be here tomorrow at 
10:00?”  Sure (gulp).  Sent out an email plea for 
Lions boots on the ground for Thursday thru Sunday.  And District 25-A answered the call.  All told 
that weekend alone we have about 50 Lions from 12-15 clubs helping us serve the community. 
 
For those who are interested, the total amount spent was $10,206.65.  As DG, my work included 
serving, buying supplies both food and wheelbarrows, writing and closing out grant requests and 
about 10 roundtrips from to Lake Village (usually through Lowell to get supplies). Including everyone 
who participated, the total volunteer hours were 472!    Never was so proud to be a Lion.   

                              
            This is WHY we are Lions. 

 
 
A small sample of the District 25-A Lions helping out in Lake 
Village after the tornado. 

District Governor Jim Furlong 
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Second Vice District Governor Wendy Semans First Vice District Governor David Dickinson 
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Hello Lions! 

Summer is finally here and pancakes breakfasts and summer fairs and 
festivals are in full swing. Get out and support your local and neighboring 
Lions clubs. If you know of a club that is struggling, volunteer to help with 
their service project, it is always fun to get to know other Lions, we are in 
this to serve.  

District Governor Jim's last Cabinet meeting is coming up, make sure to 
RSVP as it is a steak fry. Come and congratulate DG Jim on a great year and welcome DGE Dave.  

Please make sure you have reported your new officers so the directory can be completed timely and 
get the information into the portal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Vice District Governor Wendy Semans 
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Indiana Lions Foundation at the Indiana State Fair August 7th – August 23rd, 2026 

Working at the gates at the Indiana State Fair is the Indiana Lions 
Foundation’s largest fundraiser and we are asking for your support.  

Working at the State Fair is fun and enjoyable, and almost all the positions 
are sitting and in the shade. You need not be a Lion to help, so please ask 
your relatives (15 years and older) and friends to enjoy this day with you.  

The early morning shift has limited availability. Our greatest need is for the 
morning shift from 7:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and the afternoon shift from 1:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Some days, the infield gates do not close until 8:45 p.m. In exchange for 
working at the State Fair, the Foundation offers State Fair Credits (1 for the early morning shift 
and 2 each for the morning and afternoon shifts), which may be redeemed for a W.P. Woods 
Fellowship or a Community Service Grant.  

I am pleased to announce that with some of the profits from the 2025 State Fair, the Foundation 
supported each of the five State Pro jects with a $2,400 grant and has pledged an additional 
$2,000 grant for each State Project to be made after the 2026 State Fair. Please use the QR code 
or go to our website to sign up. I hope to see you at the Fair! Lion Rose Russell, Indiana Lions 
Foundation RoseWRussell@gmail.com 574-250-0125 (call or text).  

 

 

State Fair 
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South Haven Lions Club 
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There will be a third food truck, with rotating vendors. 

 
 
 
 

Westville Crown Point Lions LOFS Lions 
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The Lions Club of Griffith, with the assistance of a matching grant from the Indiana Lions Foundation 

purchased 10 Bens Blue Bags for the Griffith Police Department.   
 
Bens Blues Bags are filled with items that will assist officers to effectively work with autistic children 
and others.  Assist by helping to calm them down in stressful situations, as well as effectively 
communicating with them. 
 
Bens Blue Bags are provided in the NWI region by a not for profit, Logan's Love, Logan 
Speaks. Logan’s Love – Logan Speaks is a nonprofit organization founded to promote acceptance, 
love, and community support, inspired by the life and message of Logan Slaughter. 

 
The two photos are of Lion Caryle presenting the check to the founder of Logan's Love, Logan Speaks 
and of the presentation of the Blue Bags to the Police at the Town Council Meeting earlier this month 

 

 
 

 

 
    

 
 
 

 

Griffith Lions Club 
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Griffith Lions Club 



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        12 

 

JUNE 2026 

 

LOFS Lions Club 
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The LOFS Lions Club installed two sets of concrete cornhole games in Lions Park in early June. 
This project took nearly four years to complete, including fundraising from the community during 
the annual July 4th parade, and grants from the Indiana Lions Foundation and Ed Paine Care and 
Helping Hands.  
 
With help from the Maintenance and Operations Department in the LOFS community, the 
cornholes, each weighing 630 pounds, were placed on 6-inch-thick concrete bases. Thanks to 
Lion Tony for helping us find a concrete contractor, Lion Chuck for proposing the project, and the 
Lions Club at large for all their support of this project. The cornholes sets have a Lions logo and a 
Lakes of the Four Seasons logo, which reflects the joint nature of the project.  
 
The Lions have provided not only more recreation for Lions Park with these cornholes, but they 
recently put in a tree and pollinator garden, supporting Lions environmental goals. 
 

     

 

LOFS Lions Club 
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The St. John Lions Club was approached by the St. John Parks Dept. and asked if we would help them 
in hosting a Bingo De Mayo.  We basically worked the event after they set up all the decorations, 
etc.  And they allowed us to have a 50/50 so that our Club would keep the proceeds.   The event was 
very well attended, and everyone had a great time.  We raised over $725 for our Club that night.  A few 
pictures below.

 

St. John Lions Club 
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25-A District 4th Cabinet Meeting Flyer 
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Brian’s Trike Race: ISBVI 
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Hi fellow Lions, 
 
I am a Lion in Arlington Heights (IL) and South Milwaukee (WI), current club VP and Zone Chair in 
Illinois. I am reaching out to the Lions throughout the entire state. 
 
Indianapolis has two big events coming up for the Foundation Fighting Blindness that I am hoping you 
will consider attending and/or supporting. Please forward this on to your club members or districts. 

 
Our Indianapolis Birdies Fore the Blind Golf Outing is taking place Monday, July 13, 2026 at Eagle 
Creek Golf Course. Click the link to register or for more info. I’d love to see Lions teams at this fun 
event! 

• I am also the Event Manager for our 20th Annual Indianapolis VisionWalk taking place on 
Saturday, September 26 at White River State Park. This is in support of the Foundation Fighting 
Blindness, the world’s largest private funder of retinal degenerative research. We should have 
around 400 walkers, including those affected by blindness or vision loss, optometrists, 
ophthalmologists, non-profit organizations with info tables, and a LOT of fun activities. This is 
a free event. 

  

Allow me to present to your club, live or virtually, about our research and background. I’ve spoken to 
more than 1,500 Lions over the past few years, at individual club meetings, quads, zone meetings and 
district conventions. For both of our events, we are seeking volunteers, participants and sponsors. I 
would also love help in spreading the word to other Lions, your friends and co-workers. Attached are 
fliers for both. 
 
As a Lion myself, I know there is a HUGE connection with our missions, serving the blind and visually 
impaired community. Your club likely supports many worthwhile causes, but I hope you will consider 
our walk as well. Lions Clubs in general have a huge connection with the mission of our 
Foundation. In fact, our Founder, Gordon Gund, was named a True Visionary by Lions Magazine a few 
years ago. 
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to e-mail me at SSroka@FightingBlindness.org, or call at 
(847) 370-4902. Thanks a bunch!   I hope you can help us out! If you have any questions or need a 
hand with anything don’t hesitate to contact me.  

 

Foundation for Fighting Blindness 

S 

https://pro.gofundme.com/event/indianapolis-birdies-fore-the-blind/e787528?preview=true
https://give.fightingblindness.org/event/indianapolis-visionwalk-2026/e771846
mailto:SSroka@FightingBlindness.org

