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25A LIONS FOR ALL SEASONS 

District Governor Randy Greer 

744 Acadia Rd. 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Home Phone: 219-759-2865 

Cell Phone: 219-728-8432 

email: lionrandy@yahoo.com  

District 25A Seasons Greetings 

1st VDG Patty Cooke 

8110 Austin Ave. 

Schererville,  IN 46375 

Cell: 219-671-4668 

Work 219-801-4626 

Patty.Cooke@gmail.com 

 

2nd VDG Robin Smith 

1707 Peachtree Drive 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Home: 219-462-8285 

Cell: 219-916-4549 

mswolfen@aol.com 

 

Cabinet Secretary Judy Shaffer 

387 Raritan  Dr. 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Home: 219-759-1473 

Cell: 219-508-5112 

gjshj@comcast.net 

 

Cabinet Treasurer Gary Shaffer 

387 Raritan  Dr. 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Home: 219-759-1473 

gjshj@comcast.net 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Lion Bill Ellis 

PO Box 752 

Chesterton, IN 46304 

Cell: 219-241-8139 

ellisbilld@yahoo.com 

  

Activity Chair 

Lion Jody Greer 

jlgreer5@yahoo.com 

       March 2016 

      

 Our District Convention is about to take place. There is still time to register 

and make meal reservations. Meal reservations have been extended to March 7th, 

so you can still plan to join us. The more Lions we get to come to the convention, the more fun 

we have. We do need to have counts for meals, goody bags, and Name badges. You can register 

at the convention but can’t be guaranteed a meal reservation. 

 The District Convention is a time to meet other Lions and find out all about the great 

things Lions do. There is a copy of the Agenda for the District Convention events in this  

newsletter and a registration form. You can also turn in your raffle tickets, buy raffle tickets, 

and turn in ones you didn’t use. 

 We do have a candidate for 2nd Vice-District Governor. PDG Dennis Brown has  

stepped up to fill this position and has filled out the necessary paperwork. We want to 

congratulate him on serving our District once again.  

 If you are going to the State Convention in Shipshewana, you want to register and pay 

for your meals before April 1st or they go up $5 per meal. Also, get your hotel reservation in 

before you have to stay at a different hotel. This is a time to meet Lions from all over the State 

and to meet our International President. The meals are very inexpensive and the committee 

worked hard to keep prices down. 

 We have visited over 80% of our clubs in our District. This has been a wonderful 

experience and look forward to visiting the rest of the clubs. We hope to see you at the 

District Convention. This is your chance to see old friends and meet new ones.  

 

Remember to think membership, just ask someone! 

Wishing all of you a Blessed and Happy Easter and Spring! 

DG Randy Greer 

District Governor’s Message 
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GLT 
PDG Connie Roe 
701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac, IN 46996 
H: 574‐946‐4701   C: 219‐863‐0761    
kroegwen@embarqmail.com 

GMT 
Doug Schmeltz 
14726 Bryan St., Cedar Lake, IN 46303 
H: 219‐374‐9714   C: 219‐696‐2800  
  d_schmeltz@hotmail.com 
 
Region 1                    
Region Chair  

Allen Konieczka (St. John Lions)                                                                                                                                                                                      
12548 W 101st Place, St. John, IN 46373                                                                                                                                                                                                                
H: 219‐365‐1091 C: 219‐201‐9103 al@alkoncgi.com            
Zone 1A 
Arcides Santiago (East Chicago Evening) 
4318 Olcott, East Chicago, IN 46312 
H: 219-398-1151 C: 219746-4889  
CDSAUTO1@AOL.COM                                                                                                                                                                                                                
*E. Chicago Evening‐Hammond‐Indiana Harbor East 
Chicago‐Whiting* 
Zone 1B 
Jeanne DeLasCasas 
(Lake of the Four Seasons Lions) 
5030 Spinnaker Lane Unit-A, Crown Point, IN 46307 
219‐663‐9325 tylersgrandma@comcast.net 
*Cedar Lake‐Crown Point‐Lake of the Four Seasons‐
Lowell**Schererville Central‐St. John* 
Zone 1C 
Thomas Talaga (Schererville Lions) 
1702 Susan, Schererville, IN 46375 
219-322-2513 
*Dyer‐Griffith‐Highland‐Munster‐Schererville* 
 
Region 2 
Region Chair  

PDG Tom Hansen (Hobart Lions) 
134 Beverly Blvd. Hobart, IN 46342 
1-773-592-4891  thansen1644@yahoo.com  
Zone 2A 
Patricia Kalina (South Haven Lions) 
778 Baltimore Rd., Valparaiso, IN 46385  
H: 219-759-3240 C: 219-707-3540 
*Burns Harbor‐Chesterton‐Ogden Dunes‐*South 
Haven‐Valparaiso* 
 
 

Zone 2B 
Clarence Davis (Hobart Lions) 
4767 E 61st Ave., Hobart, IN 46342 
219‐942‐4433 csdavis61@comcast.net 
*Hobart‐Lake Station-Merrillville–Portage* 

Region 3 
Region Chair  

Butch (Myrle) Weston (Westville Lions) 
2222 S 900 W, LaPorte, IN 46350 
219‐785‐4296 rhonda_weston@yahoo.com 
Zone 3A 

Oscar Ryl-Kuchar 
PO Box 336 LaPorte, IN  46350 
708-932-7678  ozpack@comcast.net  
*LaPorte‐LaPorte Maple City‐Michiana L C‐
Michigan City**Mill Creek Community‐Rolling 
Prairie* 
Zone 3B 

Dave Dickinson 
509 Virginia St. Walkerton, IN 46574 
574-780-0713 DAVIDDICKINSON20@YAHOO.COM  
*Door Village‐Hamlet‐Hanna‐Koontz Lake L C‐
Union Mills *Wanatah‐Westville* 
 
Region 4 
Region Chair  

PDG Dennis Brown (Kouts Lions) 
PO Box 436, Kouts, IN 46347 
219‐766‐3770 liondennisbrown@yahoo.com 
Zone 4A 

Robert Souza 
108 S Melville St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 
219‐866‐5594 nbsouza@aol.com  
*Goodland‐Kentland‐Morocco‐Remington‐
Rensselaer* 
Zone 4B 

Thomas Strain 
2164 W 1400 N, Wheatfield, IN 46392  
219-956-3988  tomstrain6@gmail.com  
*Hebron‐Kouts‐La Crosse‐Shelby‐Wheatfield* 
Zone 4C 

Rex Hively 
14695 W. St. Rd 14, Medaryville, IN 47957 
219-843-3663 
*Bass Lake‐Francesville‐Medaryville Community* 
*Monterey‐Star City‐Winamac* 
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Message from VDG Patty Cooke 

Hello Fellow Lions! 

I hope you are all staying warm.  We were having such a nice winter, then we get                                             

a blizzard!   I will be optimistic that spring is just around the corner.   I look forward                                     

to the crocuses blooming and the Lions flipping flapjacks.   I will have to hit the                                       

road to find the “best pancakes”. 

This past weekend, I was with my fellow VDG’s for more training to be your District Governor.  We 

covered topics from listening to dealing with conflict, leadership to planning for future leaders, 

motivating to membership.   Although at times, this path seems daunting, my enthusiasm to be your 

Governor has not waivered.    

One of the things that keep me passionate about Lionism is our Centennial slogan “Where There’s a 

NEED, There’s a LION”.   How true this is!   We make a difference around the world – clean water in 

Malaysia, a school for women in Morocco, an earthquake in Taiwan, eye screenings in Mexico.  In our 

Communities, the Lions of 25A are serving in hundreds of ways: providing scholarships, donating to food 

banks, eye screenings, Relay for Life, blood drives, senior luncheons, dictionaries for 3rd graders, and the 

list goes on and on.  Then to finance all these activities, we sell Hoagie sandwiches, organize golf outings, 

make piles of pancakes, fry up plates of fish, stir of pots of spaghetti sauce, and so much more. 

Lions Make a Difference!  And we have been doing it for 100 Years. 

I am looking forward to the upcoming convention on March 11 and 12 and seeing many of you.  I am 

looking forward to my year as Governor and coming to your clubs and hearing more about what you do 

in your towns and communities.   

Truly we Lions are a powerful group and no more so then here in Indiana.  Where There’s a NEED, 

There’s a LION! 

Yours in Lionism 

VDG Patty  
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We welcome these new members: 

Chesterton  Tom Watkins  Sponsor Robin Smith 

Dyer    Brian Kissinger  Sponsor Bob Block 

Hamlet   Rose Frost   Sponsor Karen Pinkham 

Hebron   John Nilsen  Sponsor Thomas Zacek 

Hobart   Lisa Tonello  Sponsor Clarence Davis 

Hobart   Nick Tonello  Sponsor PDG Tom Hansen 

Michigan City  Albert Weiss  Sponsor Edward Frank  

Mill Creek   Janet Ebsch  Sponsor Tom Sharp 

Westville   Beverly Dickinson Sponsor Dave Dickinson 

 

We honor those Lions who served: 

Lion Carlos Godinez  Indiana Harbor East Chicago Lions Club 

Lion Larry Clark   Valparaiso Lions Club 

 

Zone Meetings 

Zone 1-C  Tuesday, March 1st Jedi Restaurant – Griffith 6:30 P.M. 

      Guest Speaker Lion Dottie Flack Indiana Cancer Control 

Zone1-A  Monday, April 11th  Hammond 6:30  
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Best Western Hotel and Conference Center 
Room Rate: $89.99 per night (plus tax). Ask for Lions Rate 

Reservations are to be made directly to the Hotel 

Deadline for Hotel is February 11, 2016  Extended to the 20th 

Deadline for Meals is  Extended to March 7th 

Conference Registration is free - Saturday from 8AM-10:45AM 

Seminars will be at 9AM & 10AM - 1st Business Session begins at 11AM  

 

Friday, March 11th      “Hawaiian Casual”     Meet the ID    5:30PM Social    6:00PM Dinner   

          $20.00 per person  X ___   =  $______  

 

Saturday, March 12th  Deli Lunch  Noon            $15.00 per person  X ___   =  $______ 

 

Saturday, March 12th   Banquet                         5PM Social       5:30PM Dinner 

                                                                                                      $25.00 per person X ___   =  $______ 

                       Total___________ 
Display table for our Club/State/District Project______________________________________ 

need electric____      Contact Lion Doug at d_schmeltz@hotmail.com   Displays from 8AM-1PM 

Club: _______________________________________________________________ 

Name/Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Name/Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail to: CS Lion Judy Shaffer   387 Raritan Drive Valparaiso, IN 46385 

219-759-1473 gjshj@comcast.net  

**Please Make Checks Payable to District 25A Lions** 

Please Join 

District Governor Randy Greer 

at Our 

District 25A Convention 

March 11-12, 2016 

 444 Pine Lake Avenue 

LaPorte, IN 46350 

219-362-4585 

Buffet Breakfast 

Saturday  

(free if you stay at hotel) 

Revised Meal Deadlines 



6 

25A LIONS FOR ALL SEASONS 



7 

25A LIONS FOR ALL SEASONS 



8 

25A LIONS FOR ALL SEASONS 

                                      25A District Convention Guest Speaker 

     Addressing the 10:00-10:50AM Acuity Seminar at the District Convention on 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 will be Guest Speaker P. Kay Nottingham Chaplin, EdD. 

The following is a short Bio: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention New Members 

We would like to invite all new members to the District 

Convention.  There will be a New Member Orientation Seminar from 

9:00-9:50 AM and also the LaPorte Lions will be inducting new Lions 

members in a special candlelight ceremony during the 2nd Business 

Session beginning at 1:30 PM. 
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Merrillville Lions Donate to Local Police 

Merrillville Lions President Michael Minogue is  pre‐

senting a check for $1000 to the Merrillville Police 

Department for purchase of a protective vest. 

Chesterton Lions Donate to Fire Departments 

Chesterton Lions President Laura Layman       

presented checks for $500 each to Liberty 

Township, Chesterton, and Porter Fire Depart‐

ment Chiefs.  



12 

25A LIONS FOR ALL SEASONS 

    Cedar Lake     Lions Club

           10 Melvin Jones      7 Life Members

         Chartered  April 28, 1947  

       2 WP Woods Fishing for Life Tour

 Annual Pancake  & Sausage Breakfast 

  Palm Sunday- March 20, 2016  7am-Noon

Cedar Lake American Legion Post 261-13050 Washington St-Cedar Lake

  Adults - $6  Kids-$3  Call  219-374-9714 for more information

Cedar Lake Lion Angie Schmeltz sponsors new 

Lion member Vickie Rainwater to her club.  

Note: Lion Angie’s e-mail address has changed 

to : emschmeltz@yahoo.com 

Four Cedar Lake Lions received their service chev‐

rons for years of service.  Left to right: Lion Dan 

Kouder– 30 yrs, Lion Jay Sheehy– 35 yrs, Lion Dick 

Kutchek—45 yrs;  Lion Doug Schmeltz—30 yrs. 

Region 2, Zones A & B Fundraiser at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
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Lakes of the Four Seasons hosts “Polar Plunge” 

Lion Jason DeLasCasas is the first one in for the second year in a row. LOFS Firefighters join in the Plunge. 

 

Lakes of the Four Seasons Lions Club held its second “Polar Plunge” on Saturday, February 

6th at Sandy Beach on Lake Holiday  in LOFS. They made $2000 which will go to various   

Lions’ projects and to the Lakes of the Four Seasons Fire Force.  The Fire Department pro-

vided safety backup and participated in the jump.  

 

Many of our volunteers with the local volunteers….ready for our first day servicing in Tulancingo. 

Mission To Mexico—Tulancingo 

Week 1: Feb. 13 — 20 

 

District 25A had 32 Lions participate in a Lions Eye‐

glass Recycling Mission in Tulancingo, Mexico, 

about a 2 hour ride from Mexico City. Beginning 

February 13th. On February 20th, 10 Lions re‐

turned home and the remaining 22 Lions went to  

Apan, Hidalgo  Mexico for a second week of ser‐

vice. The first week, 5768 people were provided 

with eyecare.  
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