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District	Officers:	
	
District	Governor:	Will	Farrellbegg		
515	Illinois	Ave.	
Lowell,	IN	46356	
(H)	219.696.1390	
(C)	219.669.3285	
Wfarrellbegg@hotmail.com	
	
1ST	VDG/CC:	Mitchell	Semans	
5200	N	150	E	
Knox,	IN	46534	
(H)	219-508-1224	
Bogey2308@gmail.com	
	
2nd	VDG:	Nick	Gonzalez	
3204	Teresa	St	
Portage,	IN	46368	
(C	)	219.588.4893	
Nsg1917@yahoo.com	
	
	
	
Cabinet	Secretary:	Stephen	Helmken	
6522	W	Laura	Lane	
LaPorte,	IN	46350	
(H)	219.879.2529	
(	C	)	219.561.3561	
Lionstephenjh@gmail.com	
	
Cabinet	Treasurer:	Tiffany	Nagai		
1755	E	400	N	
Knox,	IN	46534	
(H)	219.716.3844	
Tiffanypressel@hotmail.com	
	
Newsletter	Editor:	Whitney	Martin	
P.O.	BOX	223	
La	Crosse,	IN	46348	
(	C	)	219.393.8913	
Wls.whitney@gmail.com		

Lions,	

It	is	convention	time,	and	our	convention	team	
is	working	hard	to	bring	you	a	great	Convention	
at	the	Merrillville	Hilton	Gardens	Inn	on	
Saturday	March	20th.	Even	with	some	
restrictions	due	to	Covid	we	will	bring	you	an	
exciting	and	enjoyable	day.	Our	Guest	speaker	is	
ID	Justin	Faber	from	Michigan.	We	will	give	him	
a	warm	and	Lion	friendly	welcome	to	our	
district.	

	There	is	still	time	to	register	for	convention.	
Please	mail	checks	to	CS	Stephen	along	with	the	
registration	form.The	registration	form	is	
included	in	the	newsletter.	Unfortunately	we	
will	not	be	allowing	registration	the	day	of	
because	we	need	to	have	an	accurate	head	
count.	Please	make	sure	to	bring	a	mask	as	we	
will	be	wearing	them	and	social	distancing.		

Our	State	Convention	will	be	in	Indianapolis	the	
weekend	of	April	30th	through	May	2nd.	This	will		
be	a	great	learning	experience	and	a	fun	
weekend.	You	can	find	the	registration	form	
towards	the	end	of	this	newsletter.		

District Governor, Will Farrellbegg 
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“We	Serve	“is	the	Lions	Motto	and	despite	the	many	restrictions	we	have	
faced	over	the	past	year	many	of	us	found	a	way	to	continue	our	service.	
There	were	many	times	that	it	was	difficult	to	serve	within	our	Communities	
as	a	result	of	the	Covid	restrictions.	Despite	the	restrictions	and	the	odds	not	
in	our	favor	we	found	a	way.	

Many	communities	are	having	a	decrease	in	Covid	numbers	and	with	this	
some	restrictions	are	being	lifted.	With	restrictions	lifting	it	will	allow	us	to	
move	forward	and	continue	serving	our	communities	as	we	have	done	in	the	
past.	Many	of	our	clubs	have	been	inventive	in	their	ways	to	raise	funds	and	
help	their	communities.	Let	us	take	these	new	ideas	and	incorporate	them	
with	how	we	have	served	in	the	past	so	we	can	reach	more	and	help	more.	
“We	Serve”	proudly	and	safely	in	our	communities	and	more	people	have	
relied	on	us	than	before.	It	is	truly	remarkable	to	see	the	creativity	and	
outside	of	the	box	thinking	th	at	we	have	used	to	adapt	to	these	changes.		

Membership	has	been	difficult	to	increase	this	year.		PDG	Charlie	Short	will	
have	a	seminar	on	ideas	to	increase	membership.	Let	us	have	a	strong	finish	
to	our	year	and	let	us	ask	our	friends	and	acquaintances	to	become	members	
of	our	great	organization.	We	will	have	a	seminar	on	the	amendment	of	our	
Constitution	and	By-laws	to	understand	our	requirement	to	keep	up	to	date	
with	LCI.	

Looking	forward	to	seeing	you	at	the	Convention.	

Your	in	Lionisim	DG	Will		
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Please	Consider	
putting	an	ad	in	
the	District	

Convention	Book!	
	
	

Also,	please	
consider	putting	
a	basket	together	
for	the	silent	
auction!	

	
	

These	are	both	
wonderful	ways	
for	our	District	to	
raise	money.	
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Michigan	City	Lions	Club	
President,	Irene	Rosevear,	announces	the	Michigan	city	Lions	Club	has	
adopted	a	“leader	dog	in	training”	by	making	a	donation	toward	his	
training	program.	His	name	is	PAPI	and	he	is	a	beautiful	Labrador	
retriever.	
	
The	leader	dog	program	began	in	April	of	1939	in	Rochester	Hills,	
Michigan.	Lions	Club	International,	a	global	leader	in	serving	the	needs	
of	the	blind	or	visually	impaired,	is	a	valuable	partner	to	the	leader	dog	
mission.	Their	long	standing	relationship	has	made	a	proud	and	
collective	impact	on	thousands	of	lives!	
President	Rosevear	says	the	Michigan	city	Lions	Club	is	happy	and	
grateful	for	the	opportunity	to	adopt	sweet	PAPI.	In	so	doing,	we	are	
fulfilling	our	mission,	We	Serve,	which	perfectly	complements	the	leader	
dog	mission	of	empowering	people	with	visual	impairments	with	life	
long	skills	for	safe	and	independent	living.	For	information	on	how	you	
can	support	PAPI	and	other	leader	dogs	in	training,	please	contact	Lion	
Irene	Rosevear	at	219-878-5678.	

	

This	is	PAPI,	a	
beautiful	Labrador	

Retriever,	in	
training	to	become	
a	service	dog	at	the	
Leader	Dog	Training	
facility	in	Rochester	
Hills,	Michigan.	
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There	are	some	great	fundraisers	
happening	in	March	throughout	the	
district!	Let’s	support	fellow	clubs	at	
their	give	back	nights!	These	are	also	
wonderful	ideas	for	your	own	club	

fundraiser!	
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Welcome	New	Members:	
	

HAMLET:		
SETH	HUITT	

Sponsor:	MITCHELL	SEMANS		
	

JOHN	STREJC	
SPONSOR:	CATHERINE	RAUB	

	
MERRILLVILLE:		

WHITNEY	CURRIN	
Sponsor:	CAROL	ROZELLE	

	
NICOLE	M	PADILLA		

AL	PADILLA	
SPONSOR:	JAMES	FERRELL	

	
WANATAH:	

DELORES	BAILEY	
Sponsor:	CAROL	BUNTON-BENKIE	

	
Members	that	have	completed	their	

service.	
	

CROWN	POINT:	
RONALD	R	KERBS	SR	

	
	

MERRILLVILLE:	
WILLIAM	D	ROTH	
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2021 Lions Clubs International 
Convention moving to virtual event 
Due to the continuing concerns about the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the board of 
directors voted to transition the 2021 Montreal Lions Clubs International Convention to a 
virtual event that will be delivered totally online. This decision was made with the health and 
safety of our Lions, staff and vendors in mind as limiting international travel and large 
gatherings is key to global containment strategies. 

Here are some important details about the 2021 convention we would like to share with you 
now: 

• Our 2021 convention will be a virtual event that’s open to all Lions and Leos around the 
world. 

• The registration fee will be US$50 until March 31, then US$75 beginning April 1. The 
registration fee for Leos will be US$30 regardless of date. Convention is currently 
scheduled for June 25-29. Additional event and registration details will be provided 
soon. 

• Lions who are currently registered for convention will receive an email soon with more 
information about their registration options. 

• Executive officer and international director elections will be conducted electronically, 
and voting procedures will be forthcoming. 

• Convention updates and details will be posted here at lcicon.lionsclubs.org as they 
become available. 

This global health pandemic has forced us all to make decisions and changes that place 
health and safety first. However, we are optimistic that with each new day there is hope, and 
as Lions, we continue to find new ways to stay connected, safely serve our communities and 
continue our global mission of service 
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