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     District Governor Jim Furlong 

630-699-4278 

 
 

District Convention is March 7 
 
Wow!  The District Convention is just around the corner.  The Convention Committee worked 
hard to put together what I think is a great agenda. 
 
We start out with two interesting seminars.  The First is a seminar by the Indiana Donor Network.  
If you’re like me, many of us are organ donors.  The Indiana Donor Network are the people that 
doctors and hospitals call if they have harvestable organs.  Time is of the essence in this effort, 
and they operate a fleet of jets and turboprop airplanes 24/7 getting donor organs to needy donor 
recipients.  This should be an interesting talk. 
 
I’m really excited about the second seminar.  Convention Chair Chuck reached out to Lakes of 
the Four Seasons Lion Steve Pangere.  Steve’s talk will be titled I’m not Different, Just Blind. 
Yes, Steve is Blind and uses a Leader Dog.  He’s also CEO of Pangere Corporation a general 
contractor who has built several commercial buildings here in Northwest Indiana.  In addition to 
his CEO activities, Steve is very active in the Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind.  Steve, with his 
wife Lion Georgiann, founded the Pangere Center for Inherited Retinal Diseases at the Chicago 
Lighthouse.  I’m sure his talk will be very inspirational.   
 
The Convention Committee also worked to make the general sessions livelier.  We’ll work off our 
lunch with our annual STRIDES WALK for Diabetes.  Weather permitting we’ll walk in a wooded 
path on the grounds of Fair Oaks Farms.  I’ve often said that God’s a Lion so we won’t even 
consider the weather NOT cooperating.  The Committee also worked hard to figure out ways of 
moving the reports part of the session along better.  And we also shortened the time between the 
sessions end and the banquet.  Remember, though, some of your so-called dignitaries will need 
to go to our rooms and put on our tuxedos and long dresses.   
 
BUT I WANT EVERYONE TO ENJOY THEMSELVES AND COME DRESSED COMFORTABLY.  IF YOUR 
BUSINESS ATTIRE IS BIB OVERALLS AND A FLANNEL SHIRT BECAUSE YOUR BUSINESS IS 
FARMING, I’M ALL FOR IT.  THAT’S WHAT WE DO IN INDIANA.  JUST COME AND ENJOY.   

 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong First Vice District Governor David Dickinsen First Vice District Governor David Dickinson 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 
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Service Project from Start to Finish 
At our last Mid-Winter Conference, we had a service project where we stuffed eye glass cases 
full of small medical supplies but then we went one step further and put the glass cases in a 
small backpack and put other hygiene products with them.  Lions and LEO’s at the Conference 
helped stuff them. Ever wonder what happened to the cases that were entrusted to District 25-A?   

 
Lion Al and “Sarge”  

 
Well thanks to the St. John Lions and the Gary Lions we distributed them at the Gary Northwest 
Indiana Veterans Village.  Our Nation’s heroes were treated to a spaghetti dinner, and we 
distributed the backpacks to them.  Thanks again to the Lions who helped out and the heroes 
who received them.   
 

Looking for Nominations for Indiana Lion of the Year 
 
I’m looking for nominations for Indiana Lions Foundation Lion of the Year.  If you have someone 
who meets the criteria of 25 years of Lionism and contributes to Lions at the Club, District, Multi 
District and International Level please nominate them.  This is the award form. 
 
https://indianalionsfoundationmd25.org/what-we-do/indiana-distinguished-lion-award/indiana-
distinguished-lion-award-form/ 

 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 
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Hello Lions!  Hello March, What a busy March will be. We have District 
Governor Jim's convention on March 7th, my grandfather will be turning 99 
years old on the 5th, my son Hunters birthday on the 11th, my daughter 
Shaylyn's birthday on the 15th and my birthday on the 30th. Hopefully 
Spring is thinking about coming soon, it sounds like March is coming in like 
a Lion!             

I have been out and about in the District visiting clubs and doing 
presentations on Cancer Control. Thank you, Crown Point and Lowell 
clubs, for inviting me to speak. I think it is very important for clubs to invite 
their trustees to their meetings so they can learn about the projects, where their donations are going 
and how their donations are being used, and most importantly how they are changing people's lives 
and the impact on others.  
Remember, when you are out, talk about Lions, tell people what we do and invite them to join the 
biggest service organization in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Vice District Governor Wendy Semans 
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Planning to run for an office at our District Convention on March 7th?  Planning to vote?  Please 
remember that to do either, you must be a member in good standing, of a club in good standing.  You 
know that to be a member in good standing, your dues are paid, right?  So, what does it mean to be a 
club in good standing?  I would refer you to the Lions International Board Policy Manual. The Board 
Policy Manual, Chapter V, Section, B, subparagraph 1 defines a club in good standing as the 
following: 
   

1. Good Standing 
A club in good standing is one: 

a. Which is not in “status quo or financial suspension”; 
b. Which operates in accordance with the provisions of the International Constitution 

and By-Laws and International Board Policy; 
c. Which has: 

(1) District (Single, Sub-and Multiple) dues and fees paid in full; and 
(2) No unpaid balance of International dues and fees greater than U.S.$10, 

outstanding more than thirty (30) days; and 
(3) No unpaid Lions Club International account balance greater than U.S.$50, 

outstanding more than ninety (90) days. 
  
As you can see, not only do your district and state dues need to be paid in full, but any other fees you 
may owe, such as supplies from the state office.  Additionally, any supplies ordered through LCI must 
be paid (see above). 
 
A Certified Delegate list will be pulled from the Lions Portal as well as the State Certified list will be 
provided by our State Comptroller.  Either CS Robin or CT Sally will advise you if there are any 
outstanding balances due.  If there are, you have until February 20th to bring the club into good 
standing.  Please feel free to contact either of us or Nominations and Elections Chair, PDG Barbara 
Toosley with any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Cabinet Secretary Robin Smith, PDG 
Cabinet Treasurer Sally Davis 
 

 

 

 

District Convention Delegate Certification and Elections 
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LIONS ALL:  

Please be advised that there will be 10 Constitution and By-Laws Amendments brought forth to 
the Convention Delegation for voting during the Annual District Convention March 7, 2026.  The 
details of these amendments will be provided to all Clubs in accordance with Article IX, Section 
3 and Article X, Section 3 of our current governing document.   

Please look for the mail providing the official notification with all proposed amendments 
attached and share the information with your club members.  The email would have been sent no 
later than February 5, 2026. 

Recently the state and district dues statements were sent out by me via email.  These were 
issued to the club president, treasurer, and secretary.  If this was not received by one of your 
officers, please notify me.  One of the criteria of a club in good standing is having all dues paid.  
 
It is time to pay your Lions Club dues for the second half of this fiscal year to the district.  This 
covers the period from January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026.  It is based on the number of 
members that were registered at LCI on December 31, 2025.  $7 will be paid to state and $3 will 
be retained in the district.  It also includes any balance due on the account.  Your prompt 
payment is appreciated. 
   
Please note:  This does not include dues that are payable to LCI.  You must log on to the portal to 
obtain that portion of your club dues.   
   
Contact me if you have any questions.   I can be reached by email at csdavis61@comcast.net or 
call me at 219-942-4433.   
 
 
Sally Davis 
Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

 

Convention Voting Information Constitution, By-laws and Dues Payments 

mailto:csdavis61@comcast.net
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Lions of Indiana, we need a chant!   Whenever we are gathered as a group at an event, we need a 
cheer or chant that shows who we are.   We are the Lions of Indiana!  We are here to Serve our 
fellow Hoosiers!  Although it is a great song, ‘Moonlight on the Wabash’ just doesn’t have the 
‘WOW!’ we need.  And it definitely does not work when we are marching in the International 
Parade. 
 
I know you’ve got great energy and ideas! Work with other Lions in your club or district to create 
something fun and memorable that really expresses who we are.   
 
We will have a Contest at the Indiana State Convention to determine the best Chant.   The 
winning team will be awarded a prize for their creativity. 
 
We can’t wait to see what you come up with! 
 
Lion Patty Cooke-Furlong  
MD25 Marketing Committee Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 25-A Convention Chant Contest 
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Bert Nelson: International Director, Lions Clubs International 

A Friendly Glimpse Into His Life and Service  

At our District 25-A convention we are lucky to have International Director Bert Nelson as our 
guest and keynote Speaker.  He will be accompanied by his wife, Lion Pamela (Pam) Nelson. 
 
Bert Nelson is one of the International Directors for Lions Clubs International—the world’s 
largest group of people dedicated to helping others and making communities better. Bert’s been 
part of the Lions for many years, and he’s always been passionate about service, whether on a 
local scale or in projects that reach around the globe. 
 
Over the years, Bert has become known for his positive outlook and steady leadership. He’s been 
involved in all sorts of initiatives, from supporting vision programs to helping out during disasters, 
encouraging young people, and promoting diabetes awareness. Bert brings a practical, hands-on 
approach to everything he does, guiding clubs and teams to find creative solutions that really 
make an impact. 
 

International 
Director 
Bert Nelson 
 
Among his fellow Lions, Bert’s reputation is built on teamwork, honesty, and 
his knack for motivating others. He’s represented his district and country at 
big international gatherings, where he’s made connections and friendships 
that help Lions Clubs do even more good, both at home and abroad. 
On a personal note, Bert enjoys spending time with his family. His wife, Lion 

Pam Nelson, is also actively involved in the club and shares his enthusiasm for giving back. 
Together, they dive into community events, support worthwhile causes, and encourage new 
members, showing by example what it means to be a Lion. 
 
Whether they’re planning fundraisers, volunteering at local organizations, or supporting health 
projects, Bert and Pam Nelson aim to make the world a bit brighter, inspiring others to follow 
their lead. Their partnership is well known in the Lions community, and they’re always happy to 
welcome new friends to the cause. 
 

 

Bert Nelson, International Director at District 25-A Convention 
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Imagine waking up one morning and realizing you can no longer safely cross the street alone. 
That familiar grocery store feels farther away. Independence, something most of us take for 
granted, suddenly feels fragile. 

Now imagine the moment that changes everything. 

A hand reaches down. 
A harness is placed. 
And at the other end of the leash is a highly trained partner whose only job is to guide, 
protect, and restore confidence. 

That moment is made possible by Leader Dogs for the Blind. 

From the beginning when a puppy is carefully bred, through hours of training, to the day 
when a dog guides a client alone, the journey of a single leader dog represents an 
investment of approximately $100,000. But what that investment truly buys cannot be 
measured in dollars, it buys freedom, dignity, and independence. 

Your district trustees are actively working to share this story and build deeper understanding 
and commitment across our district. In support of that mission, we are also hosting a district-
wide fundraiser, a raffle for a smart flat-screen TV. Whether you represent a club, a zone, or 
know of another community group, we would be honored to come to you, share these stories, 
and show how your support changes lives. 

As Lions, we pride ourselves on seeing what others overlook. We ask each of you to remain 
aware of those around you and courageous in your compassion. If you encounter a need that 
feels bigger than your club alone can manage, reach out. Many people simply don’t know 
what Leader Dog can do—until we show them. 

This is not just about dogs. 
It is about people finding their way again. 
It is about courage being met with partnership. 
It is about service in its purest form. 

Because when a leader dog and a client take their first steps together, the world opens up—
and that happens because Lions choose to serve.    WE SERVE. 

Someone in Indiana is waiting for a leader dog right now, and we’re asking you to help make sure that 

wait ends. 

 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 
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Crown Point Lions--BINGO News Around the District: Crown Point Lions Club  BINGO 
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Crown Point Lions 
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Westville Lions 
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CEDAR LAKE LIONS CLUB 

Annual 

Pancake Breakfast 

March 29th, 2026     Palm Sunday 

7:30 AM until Noon 

Location: 

Hanover High School  

10120 W. 133rd Ave. 

Cafeteria Door E 

Cedar Lake 

Carry-outs available 

Cost:  Free will offering at the door 

Proceeds to benefit: 

Hanover 8th Grade Washington DC Field Trip  

and 

Cedar Lake Lions Club Community Outreach 

 
 

Cedar Lake Lions Club 
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Chesterton Lions Club 
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East Chicago Lions Club Indiana Harbor 
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The LOFS Lions held their second annual spaghetti dinner during the evening of February 24th. 
Featuring pasta, homemade sauce, bread, butter, salad and tea or lemonade, their guests were 
able to enjoy a delicious meal for a donation of their choice. Checkered tablecloths completed 
the ambiance.  Live music by “Fluffy,” a high energy musician and singer, made for a fun 
evening. The LOFS Lions have been featuring music at their events for the past year, adding 
another element to their events which are part fundraiser, part social event and all fun! 
 
The club pulled double duty that day when they served their spaghetti dinner to the Four 
Seasons House and Garden Club. The Lions and the House and Garden have had a very 
symbiotic relationship for the past few years, supporting each other during their respective 
public events. The House and Garden Club appreciated the Lions serving them the spaghetti 
dinner during lunch, as a number of them cannot drive at night. We Serve! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Top Left, Chefs at work making homemade sauce.    Top Right, Fluffy entertains. 
Bottom Left, our patrons enjoy lively conversation.   Bottom right, Lions serving delicious meals. 

LOFS Lions 
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The Valparaiso Lions Club awarded three Melvin Jones Fellow Awards on February 18, 2026. The 
awards were given during a Valparaiso University basketball game. The Valparaiso Lions have been 
ushering the VU Men's games for the last 16 seasons and have run the chain gang for VU Football 
games since 1970. It seemed fitting to let the VU sports fans know about the Lions, and the Athletic 
Department was on board for the awards. None of the recipients knew they were getting the award. 
They thought this was just a promotion for the Lions. 
Lions Jeff Zulich, Greg Miller and Jack Kinsey were given the Melvin Jones fellowship Awards for their 
exemplary service to our club and our community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valparaiso Lions 
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WE SERVED! 
The St. John Lions served up a spaghetti dinner on Saturday, February 21st at the NWI Veterans Village 
in Gary, Indiana.  We invited the Gary Lions Club to participate in this event too. We received 
generous donations from Whole Foods (pasta and sauce), Welch’s Stop & Shop (homemade 
meatballs & pound cake) and Calumet Bakery (various desserts).  
 
Our own Lion Kaitlin made homemade Italian bread and butter for the event too. One resident even 
asked her to let them know when she opens up her own bakery!  We also played BINGO with the 
residents and passed out numerous prizes. And no one went home without a generously packed 
backpack of various toiletries and goodies! A great time was had by all. 
 
We were also very happy to have DG Lion Jim and PDG Lion Patty join us for the night! Our club had 
previously visited the NWI Veterans Village in November to bring them much needed supplies for 
their food pantry. We plan to continue serving these brave men and women and we encourage other 
clubs in the District to do the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

St. John Lions 
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Indiana Lions State Convention May 2026 
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All roads this May lead to Plainfield and the 105th Indiana Lions State Convention, as we welcome Past 
International President Joe Preston and Lion Joni for a weekend of Lions’ fun and fellowship.  On behalf of 
the 2026 Convention Committee, we invite you to make the trip to the “Heartland of Indiana” on May 1-3, 
2026. 

With construction of I-69 to Evansville now complete, all of our districts now have quick and easy access 
to the convention. Whether you are traveling I-69 or I-65, I-70 or I-74, or US-231 or even the Old Historic 
US-40 National Road which runs right through downtown Plainfield, there is no reason not to pack up the 
car and make a weekend getaway to be with your Lions’ family. 

The weekend kicks off with tours of the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) on Friday morning, and 
then a BBQ dinner hosted by the Plainfield Lions Club at Made@Plainfield before the opening plenary 
session at the Embassy Event Center.  Many of our local community police officers have graduated from 
ILEA since the first class in 1969. 

The Saturday luncheon will feature Dr. Dan Neely as the keynote speaker.  Dr. Neely is the medical 
director for Indiana Lions Operation KidSight preschool vision screening program, has served as the team 
ophthalmologist for the Indianapolis Colts, and gives of his spare time with Orbis flying hospital. 

Past International President Joe Preston, of Mesa, Arizona, will be the keynote speaker for the Saturday 
evening banquet, and will be presenting several Leadership and Presidential Awards to the Lions of 
Indiana along with is certain to be an inspirational message about being a Lion. 

In between these events, are district caucuses, the second plenary business session, exhibit hallway, 
seminars, Strides Walk and much more. 

Voting happens on Sunday morning, along with a Memorial Service to remember all of those Lions who 
have ended their service to those WE SERVE before the closing session. 

The Embassy Suites and Event Center is located just a couple of minutes from I-70, and your room 
reservations entitle you to complimentary made-to-order breakfast (a $40 value*) and a complimentary 
“Manager’s Reception” each night from 5:00 – 7:00 pm (a $40 value*).  There is ample free parking at both 
the hotel and the event center for those coming in for the day. 

So why not make the trek to Plainfield on May 1-3, 2026 and celebrate being a Lion? 

(* value based on double occupancy room)   

 

 

 
 

  Indiana Lions State Convention May 2026 Indiana Lions State Convention May 2026 
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Here’s some information that will help your club get your articles and pictures into this newsletter 
and the Hoosier Lion. 

Deadlines:  You can submit your articles up until the last week of the month. The goal is to get 
this newsletter to everyone by the 1st of the month so that it is timely. If you have to get an article 
in late, it may be at the end of the newsletter rather than in a part of the newsletter that makes 
more sense. 

Pictures: Should be in jpg or gif format, if it is sent any other way, it becomes a screenshot. 
Screenshots can be blurry; the goal is to make every image look good. The jpg and gif formats 
import best. The items that are most likely edited out of your submission are the images (that’s 
why I’m called an editor). I tend not to publish more than 4 images per club, so if an image is 
important, I will prioritize it, just let me know. 

Hoosier Lion:  Articles must be in a doc format (not PDF) and images in jpg or gif.  

Articles can be submitted to the Hoosier Lion upon club request. Articles are generally sent by 
your editor randomly; I try to not send the same clubs every time. Sometimes the DG asks that I 
send a specific article and/or image. In the end, the Hoosier Lion decides what to publish. 

Other Notes:  I really enjoy reading all the articles sent, our District really shows the spirit of  
“We Serve.”  Please encourage your clubs to submit articles and images every month. As this is 
an electronic newsletter, it’s easy to devote a page to every club in the District. 

Have an idea for an article, type of submission, or new column?  Contact me! It’s always good to 
add new things to keep the newsletter fresh. 

 

Thank you again for everything you do to serve.  Have a great spring! 

Lion Jackie Katz 

Editor, District 25-A Newsletter. 

jackiepkatz@aim.com 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 

mailto:jackiepkatz@aim.com

