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     State Convention 

The 2015 Indiana Lions State Convention in Columbus was truly one to remember.   Lions 
of District 25A had several reasons to celebrate and many special moments of recognition. 

Thursday evening was special in that Leo Makayla Smith provided entertainment as she sang 
several songs at the opening program.   She was also joined by International President Pre-
ston as they sang a duet.   

The Saturday Awards Luncheon was highlighted by Rolling Prairie Lion Gus Hernandez re-
ceiving a Melvin Jones from International President Joe Preston.   Many thanks to the Lions of 
Rolling Prairie for honoring Gus at the luncheon.   

Presidential Medal Awards were presented at the Saturday Night Banquet to PDG Margaret 
Verkuilen of Griffith and Lion Ken Baker of Door Village.   These are Lions who have given 
many years of service in so many ways and are ranked 1st  & 2nd in our district for sponsoring 
new Lions. 

Immediate Past District Governor Connie Roe of Winamac was honored with a certificate 
for our district showing a positive growth in membership during her year as governor.   She 
was also recognized along with all of last years’ Governor’s with jewel pin awards for com-
pleting all tasks in a timely fashion. 

Our Hospitality room was once again leading the state in good food and drink as well as 
decorations celebrating the upcoming International Convention in Hawaii.  Many thanks to 
Lions Pat & Jody Greer for their hard work. 

We would like to invite all lions to our final District Meeting on June 7 at Lakes of the Four 
Seasons.   This will be a cook out where we will be grilling steaks & salmon.   It will be an 
informal atmosphere to celebrate the closing of another year and anticipation of new leader-
ship in the District as well as clubs for the coming year.   A flyer with detailed information is 
on it’s way.   Hope to see you all there! 

 

District Governor 

Lion Glenn Swanson,   

Maple City Lions 
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Region 2 

Region Chair Robin Smith (Chesterton) 
2305 Alan Drive, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
219‐916 –4549 mswolfen@aol.com 
 
Zone 2A 
Patricia Kalina (South Haven Lions) 
778 Baltimore Rd., Valparaiso, IN 46385  
dukekalina@netzero.net  
*Burns Harbor‐Chesterton‐Ogden Dunes‐ 
*South Haven‐Valparaiso* 
 
Zone 2B 
Clarence Davis (Hobart Lions) 
4767 E 61st Ave., Hobart, IN 46342 
219‐942‐4433   csdavis61@comcast.net 
*Hobart‐Lake Station-Merrillville –Portage* 
 
Region 3 
 
Region Chair Butch (Myrle) Weston (Westville Lions) 
2222 S 900 W, LaPorte, IN 46350 
219‐785‐4296 rhonda_weston@yahoo.com 
 
Zone 3A 
Paul Tuszynski (Mill Creek Community Lions) 
1602 N 850 E, Mill Creek, IN 46365 
219‐778‐4180  paultuszynski@msn.com 
*LaPorte‐LaPorte Maple City‐Michiana L C‐Michigan City* 
*Mill Creek Community‐Rolling Prairie* 
 
Zone 3B 
Joe Pahs 
3612 W. Joliet Rd., LaPorte, IN  46350 
219-362-8086  clpahs@csinet.net 
*Door Village‐Hamlet‐Hanna‐Koontz Lake L C‐Union Mills 
*Wanatah‐Westville* 
 
Region 4 
Region Chair Dennis Brown (Kouts Lions) 
PO Box 436, Kouts, IN 46347 
219‐766‐3770 liondennisbrown@yahoo.com 
 
Zone 4A 
Robert Souza 
108 S Melville St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 
219‐866‐5594 nbsouza@aol.com  
*Goodland‐Kentland‐Morocco‐Remington‐Rensselaer* 
 
Zone 4B 
Thomas Zacek (Hebron Lions) 
502 N Madison St., Hebron, IN 46341 
219‐996‐2814 ktzacek@netnetco.net 
*Hebron‐Kouts‐La Crosse‐Shelby‐Wheatfield* 
 
Zone 4C 
Rex Hively 
14695 W. St. Rd 14, Medaryville, IN 47957 
219-843-3663 
*Bass Lake‐Francesville‐Medaryville Community* 
*Monterey‐Star City‐Winamac* 

District Governor 
Glenn Swanson (Karen) 
2314 Hillside Ct., LaPorte, IN 46350 
H: 219‐324‐7149 C: 219‐379‐4086  
gkswanson350@comcast.net 
 
1st Vice District Governor 
Randy Greer (Lion Pat) 
744 Acadia, Valparaiso, IN 46385 
H: 219‐759‐2865 C: 219‐728‐8432  
 
lionrandy@yahoo.com  
 
2nd Vice District Governor 
Patty Cooke 
8110 Austin Ave., Schererville  IN 46375 
C: 219‐671‐4668 H: 219‐801‐4626 patty.cooke@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Secretary 
Roy “Bo” Zimmerman 
602 E. Hamilton St., Union Mills  IN 46382 
H:219-767-2848 C:219-575-1637  lionbo@frontier.com 
 
Cabinet Treasurer 
PDG Kevin Roe 
701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac  IN 46996 
H: 574‐946‐4701 C: 219‐863‐0761  
kroegwen@embarqmail.com 
 
Immediate Past District Governor 
GLT 
IPDG Connie Roe (PDG Kevin) 
701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac  IN 46996 
H: 574‐946‐4701  kroegwen@embarqmail.com  
 
GMT 
Doug Schmeltz (Angie) 
14726 Bryan St., Cedar Lake IN 4699 
H: 219-375-9714  C: 219‐692-2800 
D_Schmeltz@hotmail.com 
Region 1 

Region Chair Allen Konieczka (St. John Lions)                                                                                                                                          
12548 W 101st Place, St. John, IN 46373                                                                                                                                                   
H: 219‐365‐1091 C: 219‐201‐9103 al@alkoncgi.com            

Zone 1A 
PDG Patrick Rodriguez 
4233 Homerlee Ave., E. Chicago, IN 46312 
219‐902‐6459  patrodsr@hotmail.com                                                                                                                                                                   
*E. Chicago Evening‐Hammond‐Ind. Harbor E. Chicago‐
Whiting* 
 
Zone 1B 
Jeanne DeLasCasas (Lake of the Four Seasons Lions) 
3714 Cherry Hill Dr., Crown Point, IN 46307 
219‐663‐9325   tylersgrandma@comcast.net  
*Cedar Lake‐Crown Point‐Lake of the Four Seasons‐Lowell* 
*Schererville Central‐St. John* 
 
Zone 1C 
PCC Mike Gutyan (Schererville Lions) 
1618 Hartley Dr., Schererville, IN 46375 
219‐322‐1359 pccmsg@comcast.net  
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f you are happy, you are successful! 
 

 

I come back from the State Convention full of enthusiasm!   There were many fellow Lions 
there from Evansville to Fort Wayne and other far corners of Indiana.  I couldn’t remem-
ber everyone’s name—those name badges are very handy!    

I did very much enjoy one session on our upcoming Centennial in 2017.  Lions Interna-
tional is making this a three year event to keep the momentum going.  One part of the 
celebration is the Centennial Service Challenge to encourage Lions around the world to 

serve 100 million people by June 2018.   

From LCI President Joe Preston “Lions can take part in the Centennial Service Challenge by supporting the 
Global Service Action Campaigns throughout the year:  Engaging Our Youth, Sharing the Vision, Relieving the 
Hunger, and Protecting Our Environment.  To achieve the goal, Lions will need to help 25 million people in 
each campaign.  The challenge is big.  It’s ambitious.  And it speaks to the hear of being a Lion.” 

It sounds daunting, but it is very simple to participate.  All you have to do is make sure your club submits ac-
tivities reports through the LCI website.   If you activity falls within the Campaigns listed above, just click that  
option in the Service Challenge box.  Many of you are already doing these activities—make sure you get 
credit and help meet the goal!!  There will be district and club recognition for those who participate. 

Go to http://lions100.lionsclubs.org/EN/programs/centennial-service-challenge/index.php to see the progress!! 

Lion Patty Cooke, VDGE 

Schererville Lions 

Our status on 5/7/2015—We are mov-

ing forward and I know we can reach 

the goal! 
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All incoming Presidents, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers 

and any Lions that would like to learn about these offices, we have scheduled Officer 

Training.   Come to a session that fits your schedule. 

The 1st training is Wednesday May 20th 6:30 pm at Westville High School. 

We will also, have New Member orientation offered at the Westville sight, so bring 

your new members with you that night 

The 2nd training is Thursday May 21st 6:00 pm at the Lake County Public Library.  Please 

note this is at the Dyer‐Schererville Branch 1010 W. Rt. 30, which is located at the 1st 

light West of Rt. 41. 

The 3rd training is Wednesday May 27th 6:30 pm at the Human Resources Center at 

967 Bomber Dr. (Formerly Leopold St.) in Rensselaer, IN ‐‐ located behind the hospital.

Refreshments will be provided and a chance to win a $25.00 Gas Card at each training.

 

For more information contact VDG Randy Greer at 219‐728‐8432 

 Calling All Lion 
Leaders 

 
Griffith Lions  

Spaghetti Dinner  
 

Saturday, May 30, 2015  
4 to 7pm 

 
Cost is a Donation 

 
St. Mary Hildenbrandt Hall 

525 N. Lafayette St 
Griffith, IN  46319 

Club Officers for 2015-2016 

All Club Presidents and Secretaries, please make 

sure you log in to the LCI website and enter your Club 

Officers for the upcoming year.  This must be done by 

May 15th—and that is next week!!   Even if your officers 

have not changed, you must still update the information. 

And while you are there, please verify the information 

for you club (meeting place, time, etc ) and members 

(address, phone number, email address).  This is espe-

cially true about the Club Officers.  This information is 

used to compile the next district directory and we want 

it to be correct!!    
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Indiana Harbor East Chicago 

Tri-City Special Games on 5/16 — Help is still Needed!! 

Please see the Volunteer Application on the following 

page and contact June Tellez.  Fer information is listed on 

the form.   Or you could call PDG Patrick Rodriguez at 

219-902-6459 

Beach Cleanup on 5/30 — We will meet at Jeorse Park 

between 8:30 and 9:00 am.  Please contact PDG Patrick 

Rodriguez at 219-902-6459.   

Both of the above activities would qualify for our Cen-

tennial Service Challenge. 

The best antidote I know for worry is wok.  The best 

cure for weariness is the challenge of helping someone 

who is even more tired.  One of the great ironies of life is 

this:  He or she who serves almost always benefits more 

than he or she who is served.    Gordon B. Hinckley 
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My Dear Fellow Lions 

Many years ago Helen Keller challenged Lions “…Will you not help me hasten the day when there shall be no prevent-
able blindness; no little deaf, blind child untaught; no blind man or woman unaided?  I appeal to you Lions, you who 
have your sight, your hearing, you who are strong and brave and kind.  Will you not constitute yourselves Knights of 
the Blind in this crusade against darkness?  I thank you. “  Lions answered emphatically, “Yes!” 

 

The Indiana Lions for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired State Project will again sponsor a work day 
at ISBVI in Indianapolis on Saturday, May 30, 2015.  The huge campus of the ISBVI consists of 31 buildings located on 63 
acres; and our work day provides the Lions of Indiana an excellent opportunity to put our “We Serve” motto into ac-
tion as we contribute to campus beautification and improvement. 

 

The jobs for the day have not yet been completely decided upon.  The morning work session will consist of outside 
jobs and the afternoon work session will be inside jobs.  Lunch will be provided by the school. 

 

The schedule for the day will be: 

9:00 am:  Registration and donuts 
10:00 – Noon:  Morning work Session 
Noon – 1:00 pm:  Lunch 
1:00 – 3:00:  Afternoon work session 

 

Please complete the registration form found below and mail it or email its information to:   Lion Alan Arnold 

        595 E. State Rd. 124 

        Monroe, IN  46772 

        Email:  pamalarn@centurylink.net 

 

Thank you, 

 

Lion Alan Arnold 

 

Name: __________________________________________   Phone: _______________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________  Club: ________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________  District: _____________________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

ISBVI Work Day Chair 
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Check out our Facebook webpage for additional pictures and stories 

https://www.facebook.com/25Alions 

Go to our website for full size copies of all the announcements and other links 

http://www.e-district.org/sites/25a 

Please send information  pictures, articles, etc for the newsletter to Lion Patty Cooke 

by the 20th of the Month                                                             patty.cooke@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Rolling Prairie Lions Spaghetti Dinner  
Saturday, May 23, 2015  

5 to 7pm,  
 

All You Can Eat for 6/person.  
 

First come first serve till we run out.  
 

Held at the Kankakee Fire Department 
Michigan St  

Rolling Prairie, Indiana 

Save the Dates 

May 16   16th Tri City Games 

   East Chicago, IN 

May 20   Officer Training  

   New Member Orientation 

   Westville 

May 21   Officer Training 

   Schererville 

May 23   Zone 3A Golf Outing 

   LaPorte Beechwood  

May 27   Officer Training 

   Rensselaer  

May 30, 2015  ISBVI Cleanup Day—Indianapolis 

   Beach Cleanup Day—East Chicago 

June 6   Council Meeting—Indianapolis 

June 7   4th District Meeting 

   Lake of the Four Seasons 

June 13   Fishing for Life 

   Westville 
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Welcome New Members!! 
Club Member Sponsor 

East Chicago Evening Robert Gonzalez David Padilla 

 Nathan Pozo Arcides Santiago 

  Jesus (Jesse) Rodriguez III  Arcides Santiago 

Lake of the Four Seasons Jessica Sarah Gulley Kimberly Brownlee 

Mill Creek Community Benjamin Gonzalez Eva Olson 

Portage Patricia Hall Kenneth Anderson 

And Remember those who have Completed their Service to Lions. 
Lowell—Gordon C. Weaver  

Wanatah—James Czerwonke  

Left—Happy chefs at the Highland Lion’s 

Pancake Breakfast 

Right—Lowell Lions attempt to break 

world record with height of their pancake 

stack.  They broke their own record and 

learned a lot about how to balance a stack 

of flapjacks. 

Below—Happy workers at the Scher-

erville Lion’s recent Pancake Breakfast 

 

 

Hobart Lions Club 

Right—President Joe Larson presents a 

$1,000 donation to Hobart Food Pantry rep-

resentative, Dr. Jim Herrick. 

Left—ClubTreasurer Sally Davis presents a 

$1,000 donation Kids Against Hunger repre-

sentative, Joe Larson. 
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Above—Lion 2VDGE Robin Smith with daughter Mikaela. 

Left —Lions DGE Randy and DG Glenn with Presidential 
Medal Awards winners PDG Margaret Verkuilen (Griffith), 
Lion Ken Baker (Door Village) and Melvin Jones recipient 
Lion Gus Hernandez (Rolling Prairie) 
Below—Lions Pat Greer, VDGE Patty Cooke and DGE 
Randy Greer. 

Above—Leo Mikaela Smith with LCI President Joe Preston. They 

are singing the theme song he wrote—”Strengthen the Pride”!! 

Right—Lion DG Glenn Swanson with wife Karen 

Below—Lion Harold Haman (Kouts), Lion Jody Greer (South Ha-

ven), Lion PDG Dennis Brown (Kouts) 
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Relay for Life 

 Relay for Life, South Lake County, is the District 
Project for the Zone 1B Lions.   

 Join us for the walk and festivities Friday, June 
5th starting at 6 PM at the Lake County Fair-
grounds.  Visit our booth and help the survivors cele-
brate, and honor the memory of those that have lost 
their battle with cancer.  

 Starting Saturday morning at 6 AM in the 4H 
Building, the Lions will have a Pancake and Sausage 
Breakfast.  All Lions breakfast proceeds will go to the 
Indiana Lions Cancer Control project.  Come join us!!! 
Support the Lions Relay team "Lion Kings for a Cure"!  
Go online at the Relay for Life website, and join our 
team!!! 
 See the link below or Google “Relay for Life” 

 

http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY15LS?fr_id=68167&pg=entry 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 9 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 

 

22 23 24 25 26 

 

27 

28 29 30 1 2 3 4 

       

June 2015 

Officer Training-

Westville 

Try City Games—

East Chicago  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 

 

18 19 20 21 22 

 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2015 

Cedar Lake Lake OV 

Dyer OV 

Zone 1A Meeting 

ISBVI Work Day 

Try City Games—

East Chicago  

Officer Training—

Schererville 

Officer Training—

Rensselaer 

District Meeting—LOFS 

Zone 3A Golf—

LaPorte Beachwood  

Zone 1B Relay for 

Life—Crown Point 

Fishing for Life—

Westville 

Beach Cleanup—

East Chicago  

Pancake Breakfast—

Hammond 


