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Dear Lions of 25A 
 
May is a great month and I hope everyone will celebrate our national holiday, 
Star Wars Day.  May the Fourth be with you!!!   Back in 1977 the first Star Wars 
movie came out and was titled a “New Hope”.  As I was planting my garden 
this morning, I thought it was a fitting title for our current times.    
 
Spring is such a wonderful season!   The weather lifts us with a warm breeze 
and we enjoy hopes of picnics and farmers’ markets and county fairs.  Farmers 
are out in the field planting crops in hopes of a good year for their crops.  I am 
hoping my garden will survive the grandkids and the dogs. And now with eve-
rything we have gone through the past six weeks, we have new hopes of 
getting back together with our Lions friends, getting back to having meetings 
and planning new ways to help our communities. 
 
I hope everyone has stayed in contact with one another in your clubs and are 
making decisions on who will lead your clubs in the next Lions year.  I also 
hope everyone will have patience and understanding as we make adjustments 
on how we can help and support our communities.  I know many of you had 
fundraisers that were cancelled and may be a little tight on funds.  If you are 
planning to support your local food pantry, the District has money from our 
Diabetes Fund.  So, if you need assistance, please contact me.  Providing food 
pantries with Diabetes Awareness brochures and funds/paper supplies could 
be a huge help.  If you have other ideas, please share them.  
 
Hope is what drives us as we volunteer. Hope is essential for those in need.  
Hope is comforting in tough times. Hope is something everyone has in com-
mon.    
 
We all strive knowing that we make a difference! The more volunteers we 
have, then the more we as Lions can do.  So, my hope, as I finish up these last 
two months, is for everyone to ask someone “Do you have hope that your 
community can overcome these challenges?”.  “Do you have hope of making a 
difference?”   Then hope is why they will join the largest service organization in 
the world and support our mission:  WE SERVE. 
 
May the Lions be with you and God Bless. 
 

DG Mitchell Semans 
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Lions  

Hope this finds you all safe and healthy. We are going through strange times with the Covid19 Virus.  As 
Lions we like to be out helping others but with the social distancing it makes thing difficult to have our 
monthly meetings and continue with our projects and activities. I am sure that Clubs are keeping touch 
with their members and putting their Officer Slates together for the next Lions year.  In putting your slates 
together, it is always good to involve your newer member to get them active  within your club.  

I will be contacting a few of Lions as I put my team together for 2020 / 2021. I have been fortunate that a 
great number of you have been willing to continue or step up in these leadership positions to work for 
our District.  

During this time of lock down I encourage clubs to reach out to your communities to give help where you 
can—like food pantries to help with meals and donations to help different projects. I have seen some 
clubs have already involved.  I thank you and well done to Lion Pat Greer for the great work that she put 
in on this year’s Convention Booklet. As I browsed through the booklet it was great to see the activities 
that clubs do within their communities. I would also like to put out a big shout of thanks to Lion Joy Robin-
son for the hard work that she and her team did, putting the Convention bags together.  There was 
a  good mixture of items and information in them. Thank You, Lion Joy.  

As we head into another month of restriction, I hope that clubs continue to keep connecting with their 
members and their community.  And if you can, do an act of Kindness.   Everyday it is a blessing.  

Serving Through Kindness 

DGE Will Farrellbegg 

Pictures that missed the 

April edition: 

Left:   CS Stehen Helmken 

with CT Tiffany Nagai 

Right:  At the 25A Con-

vention ID Mark Lyon 

presented Certificate to 

CS Stephen Helmken , 

pictured with DG Mitch.   

 

“Hope is a renewable option: If you run out of it at the end of the day, you get to start over 
in the morning.” - Barbara Kingsolver, Novelist 

 

Wear a mask!     Keep your distance!     Wash your hands!             And Don’t Touch your FACE! 
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Lions Giving Back to Local Heath Care Hero’s  - Lion Whitney Martin 
  
 In the beginning of April several clubs from LaPorte County collaborated on a service project to give back 
to an amazing group of individuals that are helping the community in a selfless way. Together the clubs 
made donations to do an appreciation meal for the Franciscan COVID-19 testing facility in Michigan City, 
and for the doctors, nurses, and staff at the LaPorte Hospital. The medical workers are the frontline of the 
COVID-19 disease. The Lions wanted them to know that they not only appreciate them but support them as 
well.  
 
The appreciation lunches were catered from Sweet Lou’s in Westville. Sweet Lou’s also donated food to the 
Friday Luncheon at LaPorte Hospital. It is estimated Friday April 17th’s meal served between 100-125 based 
on the number of staff that were working that day. The luncheon on April 14th and 22nd was for 20 of the 
medical staff that are actively testing patients for COVID-19.  
 
The meals were provided for all staff because they all are making a difference. Everyone knows someone 
who is working at the Hospital right now and they are constantly in our thoughts and prayers. They are 
working in the heart of this disease and many have families at home. The Lions wanted to thank them for 
their service to the community. The nurses, doctors, registrars, custodians, and all staff are selfless when it 
comes to taking care of us. In times of uncertainty, it is important for us to come together and support each 
other. Together is how we will get through this. 
 
The local Lions Clubs that collaborated on this service project are Door Village, LaPorte Maple City, Mill 
Creek Community, Wanatah, and Westville.  
 
By working together these five clubs were able to make a greater impact with their service project! They 
are planning another meal with the leftover funds. The staff was very appreciative of the meal and support 
from the Lions. It was wonderful to give back to the local hero’s that are helping us in the fight against 
Covid-19.  
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Hold the Date!! 

June 20th, 2020 

4th Cabinet Meeting—Come help 

DG Mitch and his Leadership 

team celebrate their year 

New Officer Training to Follow— 

Meet DGE Will’s new Team and 

training for club officers. 

                          ### 

Donuts and coffee in the morning 

Lunch provided 

### 

                  Safety Village 

1350 Eagle Ridge Dr, Schererville  

Schererville, IN  46375 

### 

Mark you calendars and please 

check you emails for more infor-

mation. 
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Lion Jim Worst  of the Crown Point Lions is putting his 

sewing skills to use by helping the Crafty Grannies at the 

Methodist Church make masks for our community. They 

have made and distributed over 3,000 masks and the re-

quests keep coming.  

Here is another Crown Point Lion doing her 

part.  Thought you might like this one too. Lion Vicky 

has been busy making masks too! She is distributing 

them to all her neighbors, Lion Friends and friends who 

need of them.  And, she is also making aprons out of 

old table clothes. She is our domestic Lion. 

We also have a new member.  Kathy Kersey.   She 

joined a while back and paid her dues but hasn't been 

officially installed at a meeting due to the safe distanc-

ing.  So as a club we decided to add her to our roster 

anyway.   

We have also been doing drive by parades for our Lion 

Birthdays and other friends 

Fishing for Life 
  
After reviewing Governor Holcomb’s Step by Step Action plan to get Indiana back on track, in addi-
tion to the fact that the CDC has not released their Day and Overnight Camping requirements for 
the COVID-19, we have postponed making a decision to cancel the Fishing for Life event for 
this  year at this time.  It is our understanding that the CDC should have their recommended guide-
lines for camps out by mid-May 2020. 
  
We feel that June is too early to hold the camp, however, we have set a tentative alternate date 
of August 28

th 
-30

th
, 2020.  

  
At our next meeting  on June 6

th
 we believe we will feel more comfortable in making a definite deci-

sion to cancel or confirm the alternate dates in August.  This final decision will be based on the up-
dated Virus trends, and we should also have the recommendations from the CDC on overnight 
camps.  Our biggest concern at this point, is what the social distancing requirements are gong to 
look like for August, and whether we can adhere to the requirements to make it a safe environ-
ment. 
  
Thank you all for your attendance today and stay safe! 
PDG Kevin Roe, Chair 
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Dear Lions Club Leader: 

The USA/Canada Leo Leadership Foundation is happy to invite you 
to our Virtual Leo Leadership Conference that will be conducted via 
Zoom on May 30-31, 2020 at 2:00 PM (EST). This online FREE event 
is open to Leos, Lions, Leo Advisors, and Faculty Advisors. We have 
scheduled awesome facilitators from throughout the United States 
and Caribbean. Among our facilitators is Lions International First 
Vice President Douglas Alexander. See below the list of webinars 
that will be offered during our Virtual Leo Leadership Conference. 

Registration for the Virtual Leo Leadership Conference is NOW OPEN 

The USA/Canada Leo Leadership Foundation is happy to invite you 
to our Virtual Leo Leadership Conference that will be conducted via 
Zoom on May 30-31, 2020 at 2:00 PM (EST). This online FREE event 
is open to Leos, Lions, Leo Advisors, and Faculty Advisors. We have 
scheduled awesome facilitators from throughout the United States 
and Caribbean. Among our facilitators is Lions International First 
Vice President Douglas Alexander. See below the list of webinars 
that will be offered during our Virtual Leo Leadership Conference. 

REGISTER TODAY 

leoconference.leosforum.org 

 

The Lakes of the Four Seasons cele-

brated Easter with an Easter Lions! 

Club Elections 

From LCI: 

If our club cannot meet, how can 

we conduct our annual election of 

club officers? 

Unless prohibited under a club’s 

constitution and by-laws, the 

Standard Club By-Laws permits all 

Lions clubs to conduct meetings via 

alternative meeting formats.  This 

allows each Lions club to choose a 

method of conduction elections 

that is suitable for those members.  

This can be via phone email, a 

combination of the tow, or any 

other method that is acceptable to 

the Lions club members. 
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April is Leo Club Awareness Month. The Westville Lions sponsor a Leo Club at Westville Middle/High School. There is a wonder-
ful group of students in the Leo Club. Leo stands for leadership, experience, and opportunity. The Leos work with Lions Members 
during service projects and fundraisers. Some of the service projects and fundraisers they help our club with include candy days, 
pancake breakfasts, clean up at Reins of Life, operating SAG stop for Tour De LaPorte, and Shop with a Lion. They are using their 
free time in high school to give back and it is appreciated very much by our club and community. The Westville Lions have in-
cluded some pictures of the Leos helping this past year. Our club has also started a weekly Senior Spotlight in the Westville Indi-
cator. The 2020 school year was cut short because of the need to practice safe social distancing. Our President wanted to make 
sure the community was aware of the amazing senior Leos that we have. Each week a different senior Leo has a featured article 
discussing their plans for the future, a little about them, a senior photo, and their favorite part of being a Leo!  

Pictures starting toat top left,  Senior Sarah Weston, Kyra Dabbert, Isabel Correa 

Middle row Kelsie Choy, Leo President Sydney Patla, Kaitlyn Bishop 

Bottom row Leo’s being inducted and then Leo’s that helped with shop with a lion, Leo’s helping with candy day  
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Lions Who Have Completed their Service 

William Spicer   South Haven 

Welcome New Lions! 

Crown Point — Kathy Kersey 

Sponsor:  Jack Zenere 

Lowell — James P. Cullen Jr. 

Sponsor:  Manuel Frausto 

Whiting — Mark A. Dominiak 

Sponsor:  Andrew Dybel 

Whiting — Andrew Max Dybel 

Sponsor:  Andrew Dybel 

Whiting — David Gulvas 

Sponsor:   

Whiting — Delia M. Malone 

Sponsor:  Timothy Gard 

The Schererville Lions, with some help from the DG Mitch, have sent a check for $700 to the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana.  

As the article below describes, this will be matched and will therefore provide $1400 in assistance.  Many of the other Clubs in 

the district are also donating or providing other help to  their local food banks.   I know that I have enough food in my pantry for 

a while, but there are some many others  who wake up in the morning an wonder how they will feed their family that day.  And 

the Food Banks truly are there! 


