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District Officers: 
District Governor: PDG/PCC Mitchell 
Semans  
5200 N 150 E  
Knox, IN 46534  
(H) 219-508-1224  
Bogey2308@gmail.com 
   
 
1ST VDG: Nick Gonzalez  
3204 Teresa St  
Portage, IN 46368  
(C ) 219.588.4893  
Nsg1917@yahoo.com  
 
2nd VDG: Stephen Helmken  
6522 W Laura Lane  
LaPorte, IN 46350  
(H) 219.879.2529  
( C ) 219.561.3561  
Lionstephenjh@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Secretary: Carolyn Laviolette 
3017 Bender Street 
Portage, IN 46368 
(H) 219-508-1224  
( C ) 219-741-2340 

lioncarolynlaviolette@outlook.com 
 

Cabinet Treasurer: Tiffany Nagai  
1755 E 400 N  
Knox, IN 46534  
(H) 219.716.3844  
Tiffanypressel@hotmail.com  
 
   
 
Newsletter Editor: Whitney Martin  
P.O. BOX 223  
La Crosse, IN 46348  
( C ) 219.393.8913  
Wls.whitney@gmail.com 
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Dear 25A Lions, 
 
The Lions year is almost over and it’s time to prepare for the next year.  I hope everyone has had their election of officers 
and ready for a final push to increase membership.  Our District is up in members so let’s keep the momentum up, you all 
are doing a great job.  Speaking of great jobs, I’d like to give a huge shout out to PDG Robin Smith and PDG Connie Roe and 
the awesome District 25A State Convention Committee for putting on a great State Convention.  It was awesome to see the 
25A turnout down in Indy.   
Our last District Cabinet meeting will be June 11th at the Starke County Fair Grounds in Hamlet at 9am to 11ish.  The Hamlet 
Lions will be cooking hamburgers and hotdogs and supplying drinks.  If you would like to bring a side dish or a dessert that 
would be welcomed.  I’d like to make this last meeting a family event so bring the kids and/or grandkids and enjoy a day of 
Lionism.  The District meeting is for everyone, not just officers.  Remember, we all joined Lions for a reason and for most of 
us it’s for helping someone and to make our communities better.  I challenge all of you to bring a friend, neighbor, spouse, 
family member or just someone whom you’ve struck up a conversation with about Lions to this meeting, or your next club 
event and share the experience of what it truly means to help someone.  By being encouraging and positive you’ll not only 
grow as a club you’ll grow as a human being.  So never stop growing, never stop learning, and never stop caring!!! 
God Bless and May the Lions be with You 
District Governor Mitchell Semans 
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MAY!  It’s the month of MAY!!  Only 2 months left of our current Lions year.  Where has this year gone?  We’ve 
all had so many items on our lists that we wanted to get accomplished.  But I feel like I’ve hardly touched my list.  
And now there are only 2 months left!!!  
 
While that may not sound like a lot of time to get finished all those fundraisers and service projects, it is enough 
time to get all those projects and fundraisers entered into MyLION.  If you are a club Secretary or President and 
you kept putting off entering information that’s okay, because it’s not too late.  Start now.  Enter two or three 
items every day and you will be surprised how quickly it can be done!  And you might even realize it is fun to see 
all the accomplishments listed for all to see.  All you have to do is enter them under PAST ACTIVITIES.  So, start 
entering the info about how many kids you had for a Vision Screening, or how many dictionaries were given to 
3rd graders.  Tell how many Lions from your Club participated in each project or fundraiser.  This is the best way 
to let everyone know what your Club is doing.  Another reason to report Club activities and fundraising is that 
others are watching what we do.  Did you know that Bill Gates, and other individuals and corporations are 
watching to see what Lions are accomplishing with the funds they’ve raised?  Why?  Because they know that we 
are an organization that follows through,  using funds to make the world a better place.  They know that they can 
count on us, and they are willing to help us help people.  So, you see, it is VERY important that you get your Club 
activities entered as soon as you can.  Before this Lions year ends. 
 
The other reason it is important to use MyLION is because our District is really low on our Clubs entering their 
service projects and fundraisers.  I think the last I heard we were at about 15% of Clubs in the District reporting 
their service activities.  15%!!  That’s really not much.  WE CAN DO BETTER!!  I know we can because we are an 
awesome District with fantastic, outstanding Lions.  Let’s show the State and the World what District 25-A is 
doing.  If you need help with MyLION please reach out to me or to our District Administrator, Lion Barbara 
Toosley.   
 
I’d like to give a shout out to the State Convention Committee for all their hard work at making this year’s 
Convention absolutely AWESOME!!  If you were unable to attend, you missed a most memorable weekend.  
Wow!  That’s all I can say.  I also want to congratulate DGE Nick Gonzalez on receiving the Leadership Medal. This 
is the 3rd highest honor a Lion can receiver.  Way to go, Nick.  Also, congratulations to Lion Wendy Semans, on 
receiving the President’s Medal, the second highest honor.  Way to go, Wendy!  Both medals were well-deserved, 
and your hard work on behalf of Lionism is appreciated by all. 
 
Since it is May, this will be my last newsletter article I write as your 2nd VDG.  I want to take this opportunity to 
say a huge thank you to the Lions of 25-A for your support during this year.   
 
Serving from the Heart, 
 
 
1st VDGE Stephen J. Helmken   
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Welcome New Members 
 
 

 
 
 

LAKE STATION  
   

SALLY REMPIS   
   

LAKES OF THE FOUR SEASONS  
CINDY PAULSON 

Sponsor: LINDA KOBLACK    
CODY J. REYNOLDS  

Sponsor: THOMAS  SNOWDEN  
 

MONTEREY    
SHARRON A REINHOLD   

Sponsor: FRED BAUER  
 
 

SCHERERVILLE 
JEFF DETTLO  

ROBERT ZEMAITIS JR. 
Sponsor: CALEB JOHNSON  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS THAT HAVE COMPLETED THEIR SERVICE. 
 
 
 
 

LAKE STATION LIONS  
BILL EATON 

GRANT HOLDER  
   

MICHIANA  LIONS  
J THOMAS BERG 

Wounded But Not Broken - Show 26 - James J Furlong 

VBN - Veterans Broadcast Network 

 

In this episode Patrick speaks with Army Sergeant James J. Furlong. A recipient of the Distinguished 

Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with 

an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Company B, 2d Battalion, 14th 

Infantry, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. Completely disregarding his safety, Sergeant Furlong 

shouted a warning and lunged on a grenade in an attempt to save the lives of his comrades. By 

allowing himself to be grievously wounded, he prevented serious injury to his fellow soldiers. Sergeant 

Furlong's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of 

the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 

Listen on Apple Podcasts: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/vbn-veterans-broadcast-

network/id1587402404?i=1000559429143 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fvbn-veterans-broadcast-network%2Fid1587402404%3Fi%3D1000559429143&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0bad813df2fa415ce94d08da2d10bed0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637871847194283162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tzUyYKC%2BCFqcibtZo3%2BeDvG%2FbLWp5iejqXTRAvX4lZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Fvbn-veterans-broadcast-network%2Fid1587402404%3Fi%3D1000559429143&data=05%7C01%7C%7C0bad813df2fa415ce94d08da2d10bed0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637871847194283162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tzUyYKC%2BCFqcibtZo3%2BeDvG%2FbLWp5iejqXTRAvX4lZU%3D&reserved=0

