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District Governor Patty Cooke 

8110 Austin Ave. 

Schererville, IN  46375 

C 1:  219– 671-4668 

C2:   219- 801-4626 

Patty.cooke@gmail.com 
 

1st VDG Robin Smith 

1707 Peachtree Drive 

Valparaiso, IN  46383 

C:  219-916-4540 

H:  219-462-8285 

mswolfen@aol.com  
  

2nd VDG Dennis Brown 

P.O. Box 436 

Kouts, IN 46347 

C:  219-508-9715     

H:  219-766-3770 

LionDennisBrown@yahoo.com  
 

Cabinet Secretary  

Lion Angie Schmeltz 

14726 Bryan St., 

Cedar Lake, IN 46303 

H: 219‐374‐9714    

C: 219‐405-0286  
emschmeltz123@att.net 
 

Cabinet Treasurer  

Lion Chuck De Las Casas 

5050 Spinnaker Lake, Unit A 

Crown Point, IN  46307 

C:  219-663-9325 

cdelas@comcast.net 
 

Newsletter Editor  

Lion Bill Ellis 

PO Box 752  

Chesterton, IN  46304 

C: (219)-241-8139 

ellisbilld@yahoo.com 
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25A Centennial  

Hello Lions of 25A 

The Spooky season is past – onward to Thanksgiving! 

Now we are eight months away from the end of the first century of Lions!                                                          

On  October 25th, International President Corlew came to Indiana to re-enact                                               

the first  signing of a Lions Charter at the State House in Indianapolis.  He said                                            

this was the true first step on the path to the celebration. 

The convention in Chicago will be here before we know it!  Recently the Convention                             

Chair, PDG Bob Block, came to 25A spoke at a meeting organized by PDG Tom Hansen.                            

We received a great deal of information about the celebration in Chicago and how we                                      

can help. Please  check out the newsletter for some info.  The complete version of the                           

flyers will be added to the District web page.  

On another note, please read the letter from President Corlew concerning publicity.  Lions                             

are a wonderful group of people devoted to serving their communities.  We do not want                           

any bad publicity to tarnish our relationships in our towns.   When you hold an event,                                    

make sure that all participants are aware of our code of ethics.  

TO BE CAREFUL with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not destroy. 

There is still time to attend the fall conference on Saturday November 5th – same day                              

registrations are welcome.  Plainfield is only about 2 hours away. This is a great event –                              

a time to connect with Lions from throughout the state and gain insight into all we do.   

Yours in Lionism 

Lion Patty Cooke,  District Governor 

 

 

 

 

  
Centennial Coin 

District 25A will be the Indiana Lions selling Centennial Coins.  As you can 

see, this is a beautiful keepsake of Indiana Lions and our first 100 years.   

The price will be $10.00  and the money raised will be going to LCIF.  This 

will help the District Governor to award a Melvin Jones to a deserving Lion 

in our district.    

mailto:patty.cooke@gmail.com
mailto:mswolfen@aol.com
mailto:LionDennisBrown@yahoo.com
mailto:emschemltz123@att.net
mailto:cdelas@comcast.net
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 GLT 

PDG Connie Roe (PDG Kevin) 

701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac  IN 46996 

H: 574‐946‐4701  C: 219-863-0761 

kroegwen@embarqmail.com  
  
GMT 

Doug Schmeltz (Angie) 

14726 Bryan St., Cedar Lake IN 46303 

H: 219-375-9714   C:  219-608-0097 

D_Schmeltz72@hotmail.com 

  

Region 1 

Region Chair  

Al Konieczka (St. John Lions)                                                                                                                                                                                      

12548 W 101st Place, St. John, IN 46373                                                                                                                                                                                                                

H: 219‐365‐1091   C: 219‐201‐9103  

al@alkoncgi.com        

Zone 1A 
Arcides Santiago (East Chicago Evening) 

4318 Olcott Ave., E. Chicago, IN 46312 

H:  219‐398‐1151  C:  219-746-4889 

cdsauto1@aol.com 

*E. Chicago Evening‐Hammond‐Indiana Harbor East  

Chicago‐Whiting* 

Zone 1B 
Greg Fabian (Crown Point)) 

1240 W. 56th Ave., Crown Point, IN 46307 

C: 219-682-5262  

gtgffabian@sbcglobal.net  

*Cedar Lake‐Crown Point‐Lake of the Four Seasons‐

Lowell* 
*Schererville Central‐St. John* 

Zone 1C 
Tom Talaga (Schererville Lions) 

8238 Meadow Lane, St. John, IN 46373 

H: 219‐558– 0160 
tbtalaga@comcast.net  

*Dyer‐Griffith‐Highland‐Munster‐Schererville* 

 Region 2 

Region Chair  

PDG Tom Hansen (Hobart Lions)                                                                                                                                                                                      

134 Beverly Blvd. Hobart, IN  46342 

C: 773‐592‐4891  

thansen1644@yahoo.com        

Zone 2A 
Tom Hendrix (Ogden Dunes Lions) 

16 Aspen Road, Ogden Dunes, IN 46368 

H: 219‐762-4188  
oduner1@msn.com  

*Burns Harbor‐Chesterton‐Ogden Dunes‐South Haven‐

Valparaiso* 

  

Zone 2B 
Clarence Davis (Hobart Lions) 

4767 E 61st Ave., Hobart, IN 46342 

219‐942‐4433   csdavis61@comcast.net 

*Hobart‐Lake Station-Merrillville –Portage* 
  
Region 3 

Region Chair  

Dave Dickinson (Westville Lions) 
509 Virginia St.   Walkerton, IN 46574 

 H: 574-586-3109  C: 574-780--0713 

DavidDickinson20@yahoo.com        

Zone 3A 
Brian Pagels (Michiana Lions) 

7585 W. Arndt Ct, LaPorte, IN 46350 

H: 219‐874-6316 

BrianPagels@comcast.net 

*LaPorte‐LaPorte Maple City‐Michiana L C‐Michigan City 

-Mill Creek Community‐Rolling Prairie* 

Zone 3B 

Mitch Semans (Hamlet Lions) 
1250 E. 500 N, Knox, IN  46534 

219-508-1224     

bogey2308@gmail.com 

*Door Village‐Hamlet‐Hanna‐Koontz Lake L C‐Union Mills 

Wanatah‐Westville* 
  

Region 4 

Region Chair  

PDG Dennis Brown (Kouts Lions) 
PO Box 436, Kouts, IN 46347 

C: 219‐766‐3770 l iondennisbrown@yahoo.com 

Zone 4A 
Robert Souza 

108 S Melville St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 

219‐866‐5594 nbsouza@aol.com  

*Goodland‐Kentland‐Morocco‐Remington‐Rensselaer* 

Zone 4B 
Thomas Strain (Wheatfield Lions) 

2164 W 1400 N, Wheatfield, IN 46392 

219-956-3988  tomstrain6@gmail.com 

*Hebron‐Kouts‐La Crosse‐Shelby‐Wheatfield* 
Zone 4C 

  

*Bass Lake‐Francesville‐Medaryville Community- 

Monterey‐Star City‐Winamac* 
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Message from PDG Dennis Brown:, 2nd VDG 

Why I became a Lion: 

 

Let's start a new feature. Why we became a Lion. First I will share my story, then                                                

each month we will share different stories. Let's get back to why we really join lions.                                        

Me , I grew up in A South suburb of Chicago. A town with a population of 46,000. All                                      

the towns next to me had about the same size population. So as you can see I was a                                           

number, not a person. So I did not get involved in my town. When I move to Kouts, I felt like I was part 

of the town, A great place to raise children. I was so appreciative of this. I wanted to get back to the com-

munity. A lions club member reached out to me and asked me to be a  Lion. I asked him what lions were 

about? Then I went to a few meetings and liked what I saw. Participated in a few projects liked the way it 

made me feel. So I thought this was a great way to give back to my community. I thanked the Lion who 

reached out to me. 

 

This was my story share yours with me and we will put it in the governor's newsletter each month. It will 

be interesting to hear other stories. Please send them to me at lion Dennis brown@yahoo.com. This only 

works if you send me your stories. 

Sincerely, 

        Lion Dennis Brown 

 Lions International President Bob Corlew replicated the signing of  the first  Lions Charter  

from October 1916 at a ceremony at the Indiana State House on October 24, 2016.       

Observing the event are PID Linda  Tincher, PDG Vern Tincher, PIP Wayne Madden, PID 

Dave Fiandt, PID Doug Lozier, PID Joe Marcheggianni, and CC Vic Fischer. Seated are the 

State Clerk and IP Bob Corlew.  

mailto:brown@yahoo.com.
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                                    We Welcome these new members: 

Lake Station: Lilian Agreda  Teressa Alcorn  Jill A Haussman    

Paul R Haussman Alexandra Aguilar Erika L Castillo      

Laurie Haussman Amanda Nauta  Pamela Shaffner    

Julitte R White-Harris    

Michiana: Mary Ann Vartia  

Munster: David C Hinshan Christopher Nantos Richard Paulsen  

Terry Wilson  Robyn Paulsen   

Ogden Dunes: Cathy Paunicka     

Portage: Catherine Johnson    

Schererville Central:   Lori Evanich  David Gramke   

South Haven: Robert M Harris  Teresa A Harris     

Star City: David N Braun  Nancy D Braun    

Wanatah: Ronda Carr  Barbara Grott  Mark Moore    

Westville: Katie Jenkins  Anne Marie Schott    

Whiting: Lisa Gibbons  Norby Lewandowski Jamie Martello    

   

Those who have completed their service: 

Hebron: Edward Howe   

La Porte : James Day    

Valparaiso: Edward Buttlar    

Wanatah: W Ken Massengil    
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Door Village Lions Club 

 

Intl. Convention Chicago 

There was a meeting on Oct. 20th with the Chairman of the Host Committee to talk 

about what help they need in July, 2017 to fill positions. They need a little over 

2,000 people for those positions. Go to their web site and all the info is there to 

sign up if you want to help.  

Web site is lions2017chicago.org 

Biggest thing if you plan to go is the cost.. $130.00 till Jan 13,2017 then up to 

$150.00 till April then $200.00 . 

PDG Tom Hansen 

Reservation deadline extended to November 4th.  
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Zone 4-A 

Invites Region 25A  Lions 

To a presentation 

Lions Cancer Control 

Your Project: 

The Good You Do, 

The Lives You Touch 
by  

Dottie Flack 

Lions Liaison/Patient Advocate 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016 
 

6 P.M Central Time 

7 P.M. Eastern Time 

at 
 

Jasper County Community Services 

967 E. Leopold St. 

Rensselaer, IN 47978 

 
Refreshment served 

 

RSVP by November 14th at nbsouza@aol.com or 

Lion bob Souza 219-819-6200 

 

Cabinet Treasurer Chuck DeLasCasas was awarded a 

WP Woods Fellowship by the Indiana Lions Foundation 

and has his wife Lion Lion Jeanne  put his pin on.  

Mill Creek Community Lions Health Fair 

Workers from the 3rd Annual Mill Creek & Fish Lake 

Health Fair held on Sept. 30 at Lincoln Twp Fire Dept. 

Flu shots were given by Walgreens Pharmacy. Lions    

provided glaucoma and acuity screening at no cost. 

LaPorte Hospital offered diabetes and colorectal cancer  

screening.  
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Mill Creek Community Lions give out Dictionaries 

 
 Members of the Mill Creek Community Lions Club distributed dictionaries to 65 

third graders at the LaPorte Community Indian Trail School. Mill Creek Lions members 

who distributed the dictionaries are Paul Tuszynski, Shirley Doms, Chuck Bair, Don 

Grott, Dave Hawn, and Nancy Reese. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Chesterton Lions Club Dictionary Project 

Chesterton Lions distributed 90 dictionaries at the Bailley Elementary School for third grade students. 

Pictured with some  happy students are  the Lion mascot Chester (Lion Mike Baranko), Lion Bill Ellis and 

Lion Don Johnson. In 7 Duneland area schools, a total of 503 dictionaries were given out.  
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        Lions International Convention Update for our Centennial 

 

 

NOVEMBER UPDATE: Lions Clubs International Convention and 100th Anniversary Celebration  

The Indiana International Convention Committee has chosen a parade uniform for our Indiana Lions.  The 

expectation is to unveil the shirt and hat at the November 5 Indiana Leadership Conference.  The parade gear 

will represent Indiana with a racing theme.  Also at the November 5 Leadership Conference is a session 

presenting more information about how to attend LCICon and how to experience and negotiate Chicago. 

As always, you can go to the LCICon web site at http://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.php for more information. 

Look for the next ICC update in your December newsletters. 

PDG Dan Wilcox, ICC Chairman – danwpu@comcast.net  

 
 

 

Acuity Screening Coordinator Needed 

Lions of District 25-A: 

    Due to an injury to myself and Lion Angie’s unavailability in the upcoming months, Lion Angie 

and I have regretfully decided to suspend acuity screening until the first of the year. We 

encourage Lions Clubs in District 25-A to continue doing acuity screening in their respective 

communities.  If anyone would like to step up temporarily to be the District Acuity Screening 

Coordinator, it would be deeply appreciated. If any Lions have any questions about acuity 

screening, please do not hesitate to contact me or Lion Angie. Our contact information is in DG 

Patty Cooke’s District 25-A directory. 

 

                             Yours in Lionism, 

                             Lion Patrick G. Rodriguez Sr. 
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Calendar 

November 5    Fall Conferen inPlainfield, In 

November 6    Griffith Pancake Breakfast 

November 6    Hobart Pancake Breakfast 

November 8    Election Day  

November 6    La Crosse Charter Night - OV 

November 12    Door Village Anniversary 

November 15    Schererville OV 

November 16    Convention Meeting at Westville 

November 24    Thanksgiving Day 

November 29    Ogden Dunes OV 

December 1    Westville OV  

December 3    Council Christmas Party in Indianapolis 

December 4    Speech & Hearing Luncheon in Indianapolis 

December 6    Valparaiso OV 

December 8    South Haven OV 

December 13    Portage OV 

December 14    Hobart OV 

December 25    Christmas Day 

 

There is still room in the calendar for more official visits!  Please check you club 

calendars --  DG Lion Patty or 1VDG Lion Robin or 2VDG Lion Dennis will be 

contacting you to schedule the date!   And Zone Chairs will be scheduling their 

meetings.  Please make sure the dates are added to the Newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

                                             Peace Poster Reminder:   

The postmark deadline for clubs to send one winning  Peace Poster to the District       

Governor is November 15th. 


