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District Governor Randy Greer 

744 Acadia Rd. 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Home Phone: 219-759-2865 

Cell Phone: 219-728-8432 

email: lionrandy@yahoo.com  

District 25A Seasons Greetings 

1st VDG Patty Cooke 

8110 Austin Ave. 

Schererville,  IN 46375 

Cell: 219-671-4668 

Work 219-801-4626 

Patty.Cooke@gmail.com 

 

2nd VDG Robin Smith 

2305 Alan Drive 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 

Home: 219-462-8285 

Cell: 219-916-4549 

mswolfen@aol.com 

 

Cabinet Secretary Judy Shaffer 

387 Raritan  Dr. 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Home: 219-759-1473 

Cell: 219-508-5112 

gjshj@comcast.net 

 

Cabinet Treasurer Gary Shaffer 

387 Raritan  Dr. 

Valparaiso, IN 46385 

Home: 219-759-1473 

gjshj@comcast.net 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Lion Bill Ellis 

PO Box 752 

Chesterton, IN 46304 

Cell: 219-241-8139 

ellisbilld@yahoo.com 

 

       October  2015 

October Newsletter 

 Six lions from our district were able to attend the USA-Canada Forum held in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. The Leadership Conference had 2,000 Lions from all 50 states and Canada. 

We had a wonderful time learning about Lions, meeting Lions, and seeing all the great things 

our organization does. There were over 90 Seminars, some of them offered more than once so 

you had a better chance to attend. The firework show on Saturday Night was awesome. 

 There is another opportunity in Learning about Lions coming up. It is the Indiana Fall 

Conference (formerly Mid-Winter). The Conference is November 7, in Plainfield, IN. Lions from 

our area can car pool and go down there for the day. There are Seminars and Workshops in the 

Morning and Afternoon. Lunch is provided and the cost is only $30 until Sept. 30th, and $35 

from Oct.1- Oct.20. We will be having a drawing at the District meeting on Oct. 18th for those 

registered for the Fall Conference. Four $30 prizes are available to Lions registered. There is a 

new location for the Conference it is at Plainfield High School with the address of 1 Red Pride 

Drive, Plainfield, IN. Please don’t go to the middle school the old map is wrong. Questions, 

please contact DG Randy Greer 759-2865, rest of my info is on the front page of this newsletter. 

 We had the pleasure of inducting 12 new lions at our Official Visits this month. We need 

to keep bringing in new members, but first we need to work on retention. Get your new Lions 

involved right away in a service project. We lose more Lions in the first three years they are a 

member than at any other time. We currently are at a -20 in Membership and need to get back 

in the plus column. Remember to ASK 1.  If you want a membership program contact Lion Doug 

Schmeltz. He will set something up with you.  

 It’s hard to believe that this is the Fourth Newsletter and the First quarter of the year is 

gone. Remember to get your items to Lion Bill so he can advertise your events in the Newsletter 

and keep sending Lion Jody pictures to share on our District Facebook page.  

 October 4th through the 10th is the Vision Challenge week for the Centennial Service 

Challenge. Try to do a vision screening that week and tell us about it at the District meeting on 

Sunday, October 18th at the American Legion in Cedar Lake.  

 I hope you are enjoying these beautiful fall days. Lion Pat and I had the opportunity to 

enjoy Meijer Gardens while in Grand Rapids. It is such a peaceful and tranquil place to visit. Full 

of beautiful plants and sculptures.  It was a great way to end our USA/Canadian Forum trip.   

District Governor’s Message 

DG Randy Greer 
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GLT 
PDG Connie Roe 
701 S Huddleston Rd., Winamac, IN 46996 
H: 574‐946‐4701   C: 219‐863‐0761    
kroegwen@embarqmail.com 

GMT 
Doug Schmeltz 
14726 Bryan St., Cedar Lake, IN 46303 
H: 219‐374‐9714   C: 219‐696‐2800  
  d_schmeltz@hotmail.com 
 
Region 1                    
Region Chair  

Allen Konieczka (St. John Lions)                                                                                                                                                                                      
12548 W 101st Place, St. John, IN 46373                                                                                                                                                                                                                
H: 219‐365‐1091 C: 219‐201‐9103 al@alkoncgi.com            
Zone 1A 
Arcides Santiago (East Chicago Evening) 
4318 Olcott, East Chicago, IN 46312 
H: 219-398-1151 C: 219746-4889  
CDSAUTO1@AOL.COM                                                                                                                                                                                                                
*E. Chicago Evening‐Hammond‐Indiana Harbor East 
Chicago‐Whiting* 
Zone 1B 
Jeanne DeLasCasas 
(Lake of the Four Seasons Lions) 
5030 Spinnaker Lane Unit-A, Crown Point, IN 46307 
219‐663‐9325 tylersgrandma@comcast.net 
*Cedar Lake‐Crown Point‐Lake of the Four Seasons‐
Lowell**Schererville Central‐St. John* 
Zone 1C 
Thomas Talaga (Schererville Lions) 
1702 Susan, Schererville, IN 46375 
219-322-2513 
*Dyer‐Griffith‐Highland‐Munster‐Schererville* 
 
Region 2 
Region Chair  

PDG Tom Hansen (Hobart Lions) 
134 Beverly Blvd. Hobart, IN 46342 
1-773-592-4891  thansen1644@yahoo.com  
Zone 2A 
Patricia Kalina (South Haven Lions) 
778 Baltimore Rd., Valparaiso, IN 46385  
H: 219-759-3240 C: 219-707-3540 
*Burns Harbor‐Chesterton‐Ogden Dunes‐*South 
Haven‐Valparaiso* 
 
 

Zone 2B 
Clarence Davis (Hobart Lions) 
4767 E 61st Ave., Hobart, IN 46342 
219‐942‐4433 csdavis61@comcast.net 
*Hobart‐Lake Station-Merrillville–Portage* 

Region 3 
Region Chair  

Butch (Myrle) Weston (Westville Lions) 
2222 S 900 W, LaPorte, IN 46350 
219‐785‐4296 rhonda_weston@yahoo.com 
Zone 3A 

Oscar Ryl-Kuchar 
PO Box 336 LaPorte, IN  46350 
708-932-7678  ozpack@comcast.net  
*LaPorte‐LaPorte Maple City‐Michiana L C‐
Michigan City**Mill Creek Community‐Rolling 
Prairie* 
Zone 3B 

Dave Dickinson 
509 Virginia St. Walkerton, IN 46574 
574-780-0713 DAVIDDICKINSON20@YAHOO.COM  
*Door Village‐Hamlet‐Hanna‐Koontz Lake L C‐
Union Mills *Wanatah‐Westville* 
 
Region 4 
Region Chair  

PDG Dennis Brown (Kouts Lions) 
PO Box 436, Kouts, IN 46347 
219‐766‐3770 liondennisbrown@yahoo.com 
Zone 4A 

Robert Souza 
108 S Melville St., Rensselaer, IN 47978 
219‐866‐5594 nbsouza@aol.com  
*Goodland‐Kentland‐Morocco‐Remington‐
Rensselaer* 
Zone 4B 

Thomas Strain 
2164 W 1400 N, Wheatfield, IN 46392  
219-956-3988  tomstrain6@gmail.com  
*Hebron‐Kouts‐La Crosse‐Shelby‐Wheatfield* 
Zone 4C 

Rex Hively 
14695 W. St. Rd 14, Medaryville, IN 47957 
219-843-3663 
*Bass Lake‐Francesville‐Medaryville Community* 
*Monterey‐Star City‐Winamac* 
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I was fortunate to have been able to attend the USA/Canada Forum in Grand Rapids, MI.  What 

a wonderful event.  It always amazes me how being around a large group of like-minded 

individuals can inspire and energize you.  The forum was filled with many seminars, good food, 

motivational speakers, and great fellowship and ended with an outstanding fireworks display.  

While many Indiana Lions were present for the learning opportunities, most were not able to 

attend.  Don’t fret…Indiana has the next best thing…The Indiana Lions Conference.  It is not too 

late to get your name on the list to attend this one day conference November 7, in Plainfield, 

IN.  There is a seminar or workshop for everyone who attends, and I am sure you will return to 

your club with an energy boost.  Let’s have a record attendance from District A! 

It is hard to believe October is here already!  That tells me our clubs are in full swing with their 

service and fundraising projects. Kudos for all you are doing to make a difference.  October also 

reminds me of White Cane Day.  “Throughout the world, the long white cane is used by people 

who are blind or visually impaired as a tool for safe and reliable navigation.  The white cane is a 

symbol of the user’s skills and talents, mobility and independence.  It also allows the sighted 

person to recognize that the user is visually impaired” (www.lionsclubs.org).  “White Cane 

Safety Day is a national observance in the United States, celebrated on October 15 of each year 

since 1964. The date is set aside to celebrate the achievements of people who are blind or 

visually impaired and the important symbol of blindness and tool of independence, the white 

cane” (en.wikipedia.org).  LCI’s website has several suggested activities for Lions clubs to help 

commemorate this day. Think about adding one of them to your calendar of events. And always 

remember, you are making a difference in everything you do.  

                                                                                   Yours in service ~ Lion Robin 

Message from 2nd VDG Robin Smith 
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Free Will Offering: Donations to Cancer Control  

 

All Lions, Club Secretaries, Club Presidents,  

Zone Chairs, Region Chairs, PDG’s 

Are Invited to Attend 

 

Please submit your District Reports to CS Judy Shaffer 

Lions we do need a count of how many will be attending! 

Please RSVP Directly to Cabinet Secretary Judy Shaffer 

 by October 12, 2015 to: 

219-759-1473    gjshj@comcast.net  

Lions 25A 2nd District Meeting 

 

Join District Governor Randy Greer 

Sunday, October 18, 2015 

1:00PM CST 

Hosted Zone 1B 

American Legion Post 261  

13050 Washington, Cedar Lake, IN 46303  

Ph. 219-374-9815    

 

Brunch will be served: Pancakes, 

Sausage, Coffee, and OJ 
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South Haven Lions Club 

Italian Buffet 
 

 

Saturday, October 10, 

2015 

5:00PM – 7:00PM 

American Legion Post 502 

429 W. 750 N. in South 

Haven 

 Proceeds go to Needy 

Family Christmas 

Please RSVP by October 3rd to  

Betty Tennant 406 Sturdy Rd A-2 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 219-462-5408 

South Haven Lions Club 50th Anniversary 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

Duneland Falls Banquet Hall  

     (St Rd 149, Portage, IN) 

5:00PM Social-6:00PM Dinner 

$40.00 Dollars per Person 

Guest Speaker: PIP Wayne Madden 

Cash Bar/Business Casual Attire/Raffles 

 

 

South Haven Lions 50th Anniversary 

                                            
 

 

LOWELL LIONS TURKEY SHOOT 
                                                                                    

  WIN A GIFT CARD TOWARDS A PURCHASE OF 

YOUR CHOICE AT  LOWELL'S  

STRACK & VAN TIL MARKET.   
 A $2.00 donation will get your name on one of our 

target cards for our 2015 Thanksgiving fundraiser.    

Lowell Lions members will be at the Lowell Strack & 

VanTil lobby at 10am-2pm on Thursdays and 

Saturdays starting Oct 1st for 4 weeks.      
   

THURSDAY, OCT.  1,    10 AM – 2 PM. 

SATURDAY, OCT.  3,    10 AM – 1 PM.  

THURSDAY, OCT.  8,    10 AM – 2 PM. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 15,   10 AM – 2 PM.  

SATURDAY, OCT. 17,   10 AM – 2 PM.  

THURSDAY, OCT. 22,   10 AM – 2 PM. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 24,   10 AM – 2 PM.  
     
   To find out more about any of Lowell Lions Club events, & to get 

 Membership  information, see www.facebook.com/

lowelllionsclub 

            $11.00 for Adults  

           $6.00 for Children (5-12)    
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                       We welcome these new Lions to District 25A: 

                      Club                            Member                            Lion Sponsor 

                    Hebron                Gill Knip                        Lion Amy Thalmann 

                    LOFS                     Shannon Benko          Lion Jon Policicchio 

                    LOFS                     Rae Marie Burgos      Lion PDG Keith Hall 

                    Lowell                  Kim White                   Lion Clifford Tetrault 

                    Star City              Blake Newman           Lion Dave Newman 

 

                      We remember those Lions who served:         

                          Lion Rich Bennett                            Lowell 

                          Lion Theodore Mike Hull               Rolling Prairie 

                          Lion Paul Zulich                               Valparaiso 

                          Lion Richard (Dick) Motsinger      South Haven 
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LIONS USA-Canada Forum  in Grand Rapids, Michigan 

25A  Lions at USA Canada Forum: Front– 2nd VDG  Robin 

Smith. Lion Paul Marsh, and VDG Patty Cooke; Second row

– Lion  Pat Greer, DG Randy Greer, and ZC Oscar  Kuchar. 

DG Randy meeting ID Roderick Wright at the USA Canada  

Forum . He will be the guest speaker at our District 25A Con‐

vention March 11-12, 2016 at the Best Western in LaPorte. 

DG Randy and PDG Dennis Brown presenting a  Melvin 

Jones Fellowship to Lion Ron Wietbrock of the  Lowell Lions 

Club. 

Newly installed Leo Club members from the Westville Leo 

Club. 

DG Randy assists with Candle Lighting Ceremony for new 

Lions members from the Westville Lions Club.  

DG Randy installing PDG Keith Hall’s daughter Rae Marie into 

the LOFS Lions Club. 
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Front row:  Lions Arnold Braasch, Carol Sue ND Paul Gates.  Back row: Lions Tom 

Henley, Mike Louck, Past President Ed Feicht, Dave Jordan and Ken Murray. 

 

 

Rensselaer Lions Honored at Night of Awards 

Rensselaer Lions held their Night of Awards several weeks ago.  Many Lions were 

honored with prestigious awards.  Lion Arnold Braasch was presented a District 

Award for 50 + years.  Lion Tom Henley was honored with 35 years a member 

plaque. Lion Dave Jordan was presented a plaque for 25 years of service.  Lion 

Robert Monfort was honored for 10 years of service.  Lion Phill Evers was 

presented a special pin for the 2013-2014 year of excellence as president.  Lion 

Mike Louck was awarded a key pin for membership and the outstanding 

Rensselaer Lionism Award.  Lions Ken Murray and Paul Gates were bestowed the 

esteemed W.P. Woods Award.  This state award honors Lions who exhibit 

qualities of Lionism.  Finally, Lion Carol Sue was bestowed Lion of Year Award 

for her outstanding contribution to the Rensselaer Lions Club. 

 

 

Chesterton Lions Club White Cane Days 

Chesterton Lion George Kelchak gets a White 

Cane donation at Chesterton Post Office 

Lions Vince Kisala and Don Johnson ready for White 

Cane collections at local Walgreens store. 
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    Acuity Testing for October and November 
 
Help is needed please contact PDG Patrick Rodriquez 219-902-6459 patrodsr@hotmail.com 
  
These dates are for acuity testing only for the Lighthouse Charters Schools Academy in  
Gary, IN.  
Lighthouse College Prep, 725 Clark Rd., Gary is October 27, 2015 and for East Chicago 
Lighthouse, 3916 Pulaski St. East Chicago, IN is October 28, 2015. School Contact Person: 
Vanessa Jones, RN. Start time: 9:00 a.m. Please have all volunteers there by 8:30 a.m. 
  
Lighthouse Charter Schools Academy 

3201 Pierce St. Nov. 3rd, 100 1st graders and the Upper Academy. Start time: 9:00 a.m. 
1775 W 41st Ave. Nov. 4th, 101 3rd graders and 100 5th graders. Start time: 9:00 a.m. Please 
have all volunteers there by 8:30 a.m. 

School Contact Person: Shirley Morgan, RN. 

East Chicago's Harrison Elementary School 4411 Magoun Ave, East Chicago, IN.  Thursday, 

November 19, 2015. We will need a Kidsight photo screeners, an Optec 500 or Titmus 
machine screener, and volunteers. Time to be announced. 
 

Kidsight Screening 

Kidsight Screening - Schererville Central Lions Saturday, Oct. 3, 2015  at the Safety 
Village, Schererville Don't know time. 

Kidsight Screening - St. John Lions, Sunday, Oct. 4, 2015 at the St. John Fire 
Station.  I don't know the time. 

Kidsight Screening - District 25 A, Monday, Oct. 5, 2015 at Head Start at Lake Ridge 
Elem. School, 6111 Ridge Road, Gary, IN  
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