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     District Governor Jim Furlong 

630-699-4278 

Jimfurl179@aol.com 

 

              My District Gov Pin 

Banner Night 
My Banner Night is fast approaching on October 11.  It was be held in the Lakehouse Restaurant inside 
Lakes of the Four Seasons Community just outside Winfield.  Social hour starts at 5:30 with a cash bar 
and dinner is served at 6:30.  Our guest speaker for the night is PID Bob Block.  All clubs in District 25-A  
a Halloween costume as our theme. 

For those of you new to Lions or not sure what a Banner Night is, let me explain.  Each club has a Lions 
Club Banner that is displayed at all your Club meetings.  But each District also has a District Banner 
which is entrusted to the Home Club of the District Governor.  Last year when Patty was District 
Governor the Schererville Lions held the Banner.  At Banner Night this year the Past District Governors 
ceremoniously pass the Banner to the Lakes of the Four Seasons Lions Club.  I am looking forward to 
seeing many of you there.  We’ll have a prize for the best costume and have a Silent Auction.  Come 
have a HOWLING GOOD TIME. 

Guiding Lion 
The Guiding Lion program equips Lions to mentor newly chartered or rebuilding clubs over a two year 
period, orienting officers and members jump-starting growth and engagement and connecting clubs 
with key district and LCI resources.  The course is ideal for Zone Chairs, Presidents and other officers 
and any Lion seeking practical tools to strengthen Club operations.   Currently we have only one 
certified Guiding Lion in District 25=A (thank you PDG Patrick Rodriguez).   

There will be certified Guiding Lion Training on Saturday, November 15, 2025 from 10:00 am until 2:30 
pm  at the Etna Green Community Center at 338 S. Walnut Street in Etna Green, IN 46524.  
Unfortunately that date and time coincides with my next Cabinet Meeting BUT I FEEL IT IS SO 
IMPORTANT I WOULD EXCUSE ANY ZONE CHAIR OR CLUB PRESIDENT FROM MY CABINET 
MEETING TO ATTEND THIS VITAL TRAINING.  WE HAVE MANY CLUBS ON LIFE SUPPORT AND WE 
MUST DO ALL WE CAN TO HELP THEM.  If you are a Zone Chair or Club President of a Club in trouble, 
please consider attending this training.  Etna Green is on US 30 just a little east of our District 
Boundaries so its not that hard to get to.  The cost is only $20 for lunch and you can RSVP to PCC Julia 
Kozicki julia@thekozickis.org or at 317-295-8064 by November 9.   

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 

mailto:julia@thekozickis.org
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I beg you, yes beg, we only have one Patrick Rodriguez and he is working with other clubs at the 
moment.   Please consider attending if you are a zone chair or Club officer of a club in danger of 
folding.  In fact, I will reimburse you for the $20 if you are attending Please let me know at 
jimfurl179@aol.com and I will get the money to you.  

Peace Poster 
The Lions Clubs International Peace Poster Contest is an annual event that encourages young people 
worldwide to express their visions of peace through art. For 2025, the contest theme is “Lead with 
Compassion.” Students ages 11 to 13 are invited to create posters that illustrate what leading with 
compassion means to them and how it contributes to a more peaceful world. This inspiring program 
not only fosters creativity but also helps build bridges of understanding among different cultures and 
communities. Clubs are encouraged to engage local schools and youth organizations to participate. 
All Peace Poster Contest materials—including the official kit, rules, and promotional resources—are 
available on the Lions Clubs International website at 
https://lionsclubsinternational.myshopify.com/products/ppk1d. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
clubs to connect with youth, promote positive values, and showcase artistic talent in their 
communities. 

 

Yours in LIONISM, DG JIM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Governor Jim Furlong 

mailto:jimfurl179@aol.com
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First Vice District Governor David Dickinsen 
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Retention, Great, wonderful we have a new Lion member! Now what?  

Getting new members is fairly easy, keeping them is the real challenge. I have been 
talking with and listening to new members and will continue to do so but some of 
what I am hearing is that they sometimes feel somewhat lost. As a sponsor are you 
introducing the new member to the other members? Do you explain the details of 
your meetings? Time, place, dinner or no dinner? Explain what tail twisting is, not a 
punishment but meant to be fun. 

 I know my first meeting when everyone voted with "bite'em" I was so confused. Do you explain the history of Lions 
and what our Motto is? Do you tell them about Banner nights and convention etc? Make sure they know everyone 
is welcome. Tell them about our State projects, fundraising and club projects. Do you explain dues? People are 
more apt to pay their dues when they know where their money is going.  

Lastly, encourage them to help or chair a project. Encourage new ideas and above all have FUN. 

 

Second Vice District Governor Wendy Semans 
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 Indiana Lions Matching Grant Application 
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Indiana Lions Foundation Matching Grants to Indiana Lions Clubs for Local Projects 

A major focus of the Indiana Lions Foundation is to support local club’s community-based 
projects. Local clubs may apply for up to $1,500 in matching grant funding for eligible 
projects. On-line application forms may be accessed at the Foundation’s website 
(indianalionsfoundationmd25.org.)  

All applications require the approval of the club president and the District Governor prior to 
submission to the Foundation. How are grant requests reviewed and approved? There are 
twenty-one trustees comprising the Foundation board: three from each of our seven districts 
in Multiple District 25. Those seven trustees in the second year of their three-year term make 
up the Grants Committee.  

This Committee meets prior to each scheduled trustee meeting to review all grant 
applications submitted since the previous meeting. The trustees meet in February, April, 
June, July, September, November and December of each year.  

Is there a limit to the amount of grants awarded each year? Yes, the trustees set an annual 
grant budget prior to each fiscal year. This budget is set based on the success of annual 
fundraising initiatives. The most recent grant budget was $35,000. This amount may be 
adjusted upward depending on the number of applications received. 

 Are all clubs eligible to apply for a matching grant? Yes, as long as a club is current in meeting 
all of their financial obligations with their District, State and LCI. Also, each club will be 
limited to one grant per Lions fiscal year (July 1 – June 30). 

What projects are eligible for matching grants from the Foundation? - - The project must be a 
club project where the club has committed funds from its fundraising activities up to $1,500 
to fund the project. For example, if your club takes on the project of funding equipment for 
your local fire department and raises funds for this project in the name of your club via club 
fundraising, grant applications and other solicitations; then a matching grant request would 
be considered. 

If the grant is to be used only to match a monetary donation in response to fire department’s 
charity campaign, then that request will not be considered Grants may be awarded for initial 
start-up costs and associated expenses for the purchase of equipment, real estate or 
improvements to real estate.  

 

 Indiana Lions Matching Grant Application 
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For example, a club has initiated a project to purchase a used food truck to sell hot dogs and 
drinks at local events for fund raising, but it is known at purchase that the HVAC is inoperable 
and the tires unsafe. The foundation will consider a matching grant to purchase the truck and 
to make the truck safe and operational up to an amount of $1,500. Perhaps the club receives 
a grant from a local charity to purchase the truck and then could receive a matching grant 
from the Foundation to make it operational.  

What are some examples of projects NOT eligible for matching grants? - - - - - Any project 
benefiting only one individual will not be considered. On-going operating and maintenance 
expenses are not eligible for matching grants. 

Grants will not be awarded for improvements to existing capital equipment or for the normal 
operating expenses of that equipment. Capital equipment is defined as a depreciable asset. 
For example, if the food truck noted previously was already a club asset, then the purchase of 
new tires or upgrading of the HVAC would not be eligible.  

Grants will not be awarded to maintain real estate assets or rolling equipment. Examples 
include: roofing, HVAC equipment, windows, electrical upgrades for real estate and brakes, 
tune-ups, paint, tires and engine and transmission repair or replacement for rolling stock.  

Exceptions to this include replacement of equipment such as HVAC or windows if that 
replacement will result in energy savings exceeding 10% of past energy usage. A matching 
grant will not be awarded when it is intended to match a charitable monetary donation from a 
club to another local charity such as the fire department charity example used above.  

Can a club receive two matching grants for the same project? Maybe. As an example, a club 
receives a matching grant for initial start-up costs for a new festival in their community. Grant 
requests to match a club’s start-up costs for that festival in subsequent years will not be 
considered. However, another club took on a project to build new dug-outs at the local ball 
fields and received a matching grant to complete this project. The next year, the club took on 
a project to replace the fencing at the same ball field. This second project would be 
considered for a matching grant because it is effectively a new project even though at the 
same location.  

When should a club apply for a matching grant? A club should apply during the planning and 
budgeting portion of the project, which presumably would be several weeks or even months 
before the execution of the project. The Committee may reject a request if the request is 
received more than six months after the project has been completed.  

 Indiana Lions Matching Grant Application 
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Should a club give recognition to the Foundation for a successful grant? Yes. The Foundation 
would appreciate any local publicity such as a check presentation at a club meeting made by 
one of that District’s Trustees. In the case of the food truck example, perhaps a small decal or 
marker on the side of the truck acknowledging the Foundation’s participation in the project 
could be placed.  

Is there any follow-up required after a matching grant is received? The Foundation greatly 
appreciates receiving photos or accounts in local media about the finished project. We would 
appreciate receiving these within six months pf project completion.  

How can a club assist the Foundation? - - - - - Clubs can assist the Foundation’s fund raising 
by selling tickets at the State Fair Lions may purchase Indiana Lions license plates through 
the BMV Individual Lions or clubs may purchase a brick paver placed at the Lions State Office 
Building Purchase a W. P. Woods Fellowship Donate to a Foundation project. 

Are matching grants available for disaster assistance? Yes. Grants not to exceed $1,500 for 
Districts impacted by a natural disaster that has affected at least 100 people, including 
tornadoes and floods, are available. The grant applications must be made by the District 
Governor of the affected area within 30 days of the occurrence with funds spent within 30 
days of receipt of funds and may be used to help meet immediate relief needs such as food, 
water, clothing and medical supplies. Given the urgency of these situations, the process for 
approval is a verbal conversation between the District Governor and the Foundation 
President, who will urgently poll the Foundation Board via email for rapid action.  

Please visit www.indianalionsfoundationmd25.org for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Indiana Lions Matching Grant Application 
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Leader Dogs for the Blind 
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Lions Recycle for Sight 
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Members of Door Village Lions club met on September 8th in the fellowship hall of Door Village 
United Methodist Church for a dinner prepared by Lions Sue Kaiser, Cindy Polito, Carol Pahs, 
Bonnie Olson and Cindy Fischer.  

Club President Lion Sue Kaser called the meeting to order at 6 pm and welcomed Lion Wendy 
Semans, Second VP District 25A who was  the featured speaker for the evening. After the dinner 
and the business meeting Lion Sue introduced Lion Wendy who spoke about Indiana Lions Cancer 
Control, the oldest Lions state project which started in 1946.  Currently their focus is on childhood 
cancer. They are teaming up with Riley Hospital to begin studies on children side effects to cancer 
treatments.  Since there have been a small number of studies the Cancer Association has 
historically provided few funds for children. It is estimated that 70% of children suffer from the 
severe side effects of chemo induced neuropathy.  

Riley Hospital studies have shown that Lactose has proven to relieve the condition, so they are 
making it available to all their patients. And Indiana Lions Cancer Control is helping fund their 
efforts. They have teamed up with the Walther Cancer Foundation who have agreed to match 
dollar for dollar any Lions contributions. Lions have already raised $100,000 which was matched, 
and they are now working on the second $100,000.   

Discussion followed and Lion Cindy Polito motioned to donate $500 to the Riley Challenge. Motion 
was second by Lion Nancy Weaver, and the motion carried. President Sue Kaiser thanked Second 
VP Wendy for joining members and sharing the information on the efforts of Indiana Lions Cancer 
Control and called for a motion to adjourn Lion Cindy Polito moved and Lion George Morley 
seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

 

News Around the District—Door Village Lions 
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 News Around the District—East Chicago Evening Lions Club 
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 News Around the District—East Chicago Evening Lions Club 
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 News Around the District—East  Chicago Evening Lions Club 
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The following Westville Lions Club members Boss Sandy Lee, Lions Curt Crizer,Julia Kretlow, Brian 
Pagels and Bojan Pothorski stepped up to help the Westville Town Hall and members of the 
Westville Chamber of Commerce pack items and distribute for 120 households and 30 for the 
Westville Food Pantry on Wednesday September 17, 2025 at Prairie Meadow Park in Westville.   
 
The crew started at 8:30 am and was completed by 11:00 am.  The weather was perfect with sunny 
skies and a light breeze.  Thank you to Bridget Kramer the Westville Public Library Director for 
organizing this. Community Event.   

News Around the District—Westville Lions Club 
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Westville Lions Host Pancake Breakfast 
The Westville Lions Club is set to host its popular pancake breakfast fundraiser next month to support its community 
service initiatives. 

The event will take place on Saturday, October 11, 2025, from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. This year's breakfast will be held 
at The Original George's Gyros Stop, located at 325 N. Calumet Rd. in Chesterton. 

A donation of $10.00 per person is requested, which includes a full pancake breakfast. The event is family-friendly, with 
free meals for children aged 5 and under. For those on the go, carry-out options will also be available. 

All proceeds from the breakfast will help fund the Westville Lions Club's various projects, which serve the local 
community. Residents are encouraged to attend for a good meal and to support a worthy cause. 
 
You may buy tickets in advance from any Westville Lions Club member or by calling (219) 785-2609 or at the door   

 
 

Tour De Laporte 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 News Around the District— Lions Club  News Around the District— Westville Lions Club 



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        18 

 

OCTOBER 2025 

(Activities at the next Cabinet meeting November 15) 

 
The way it works – for a donation, you can write any (Appropriate) 
message on the Board – for Foundation credit – add your name and 
funds to the list in the bucket with the board supplies by 2ndVDG Lion 
Wendy Seamans 

 

 
Entry Fee $1 – also to go to Foundation 

For this nominal fee – you can trade in any coupon book page (not 
expired) for another.  I know many of us have purchased books from 
the South Haven Lions and not everyone is going to travel to Whiting 
for Grillers or out to Westville for Pa’s Chicken but the local Lions 
might – Let’s all have some fun trading for value while making some 
MOOLA for the International Foundation!!  

 

The Donations will go to: 

 

 

 

 

 News Around the District— District Tail Twister 
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News Around the District— Valparaiso Lions Club 
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The Valparaiso Lions Club has a low vision charity: Valparaiso Lions Vision Care, Inc. which we 
founded in 1998. Its purpose is to provide devices to people who are visually impaired and reside 
in the seven counties of District 25-A. We have helped over 100 individuals at the cost of $150-
200,00 in that time. 
 
This year we are teaming with Currie Ford in Valparaiso to have a CAR RAFFLE. Tickets are $100 
and only 1000 will be sold. The winner gets either a brand-new Ford Bronco or $40,000. The 
drawing will be on October 16 at Currie Motors in Valparaiso. There will be an early bird drawing on 
August 7 for $1000. That winner will still have a chance for the car. The October drawing will have a 
second prize of $1000 and a third prize of $500. 
I have attached our flyer for this project and would appreciate it if you could publish it in all the 
upcoming District newsletter between now and October. 
The proceeds will go to our charity to help the visually impaired in District 25-A. 
 
Richard Ireland 
Secretary, Valparaiso Lions Club. 
 
PS if you need any more information or want to purchase a chance to win, contact me 
at lionireland@hotmail.com, or call me at 219 241 3496. 

See flyer previous page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News Around the District— Valparaiso Lions Club 

mailto:lionireland@hotmail.com
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 News Around the District—Crown Point Lions Backpack Project  News Around the District—Hobart Lions Club Spaghetti Dinner 
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News Around the District--Zone Meeting October 9th 
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 News Around the District—White Elephant Event 
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 News Around the District—Crown Point Lions  
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 News Around the District—LOFS Lions   News Around the District—Crown Point Lions  
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The LOFS Lions held a Car Cruise for the first time on September 29th. Headed by Lion Joe DiSanto, the 
cruise featured over 115 cars, two local food vendors and a lot of happy spectators. Valparaiso Lions 
came with their raffle vehicle, offering the crowd a chance to win a beautiful car. 

The pictures below do not reflect the large scope of the event, but, be assured that the car cruise was 
so successful that LOFS Lions will be holding this event again.  

 

Lion Ginger also showed off her ride 

 

 

 

 News Around the District—LOFS Lions  



 

 

                                  LIONS DISTRICT 25 A       Coming Together to Serve        27 

 

OCTOBER 2025 

 

 

There were too many cars to show off in the newsletter. Next year, we’ll have a flyer so 
everyone can enjoy this event! 

 News Around the District—LOFS Lions  
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 News Around the District—Schereville Central Lions Octoberfest 
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Dining in the Dark Gala Event 
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Save the Dates! 
 

9/2.  Zone 2 meeting hosted by Lowell Lions Club, Mi Ranchito Restaurant.  
9/4  DG Jim official visit Westville Lions Club 
9/9  DG Jim official visit Rensselaer Lions Club 
9/13   Lakes of the Four Seasons End of Summer Bash see LOFS Facebook PAGE for info. 
9/17-9/21    Canada Forum. Atlantic City, New Jersey 
9/23  DG Jim official visit Lowell Lions Club 
 
10/9  Zone 3 meeting hosted by Merrillville Lions Club 
10/11  COUNCIL MEETING AND DG JIM’S BANNER NIGHT, 

 LAKEHOUSE RESTAURANT IN LAKES OF THE FOUR SEASONS.  
THEME HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 

10/17  DINING IN THE DARK.  See Flyer in this Newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 2025-2026  News Around the District—Star City Lions  News Around the District— District Governor Jim Furlong’s Calendar 
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District Governor Jim Furlong’s Banner Night 
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 Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference Silent Auction 
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 Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference 
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 Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference 
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Members Who Have Completed Their Service 

Star City 

Lion Ulery   8/19/2025 

Ogden Dunes 

Thomas Woodward 9/07/2025 

 

New Members 

Bass Lake 

Donna Duruntz Sponsored by Gloria Ballard 

Crown Point 

Phillip D.C. Mayer Sponsored by Ed Schiesser 

Elija V. Wagner Sponsored by Erika Wagner 

Koontz Lake 

Thomas G. Camire Sponsored by Van Janovic 

Donna M. Sullivan Sponsored by John Darnell 

La Porte 

Paul Hannon Sponsored by Paul Marsh 

Lake Station 

Marcella Gregory Sponsored by Rose Colovos 

Teague R. Sanders Sponsored by Rebecca Sanders 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 
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Lakes of the Four Seasons 

Pat Contreras Sponsored by Sally Reagor 

Candace Whitehouse Sponsored by Sally Reagor 

Lyn M. Lopez Sponsored by Jenn Niemeyer 

Michael Lopez Sponsored by Jenn Niemeyer 

Amy L. Williams Sponsored by Daniel Moynihan 

Michael K. Williams Sponsored by Daniel Moynihan 

Munster 

Daniel Blue Sponsored by Mohamed Aly Illyas 

Ante Juric Sponsored by David Speckman 

Ogden Dunes 

Joyce J. Scully Sponsored by Paul Panther 

Pat J. Wadle Sponsored by Tom Kniola 

Schererville 

Cynthia Ferrini Sponsored by Evelyn Jones 

Sharon L. Moore Sponsored by Evelyn Jones 

St. John 

Gail R. Magsaysay Sponsored by Mitch Moneta 

Union Mills 

Jennifer Principe Sponsored by Penny Battista 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
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DISTRICT DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS 

Please note the following corrections to our 2025-2026 District Directory.  An updated copy will be placed 

on our district website: 

Pg. 16 – ZC Carlyle Edwards address should be 532 Riga Place 

Pg. 18 and 25 – the DeLasCasas address should be 5030 Spinnaker Lane #A 

Pg. 31 and 42 – Brian Westgate address is 305 E Indiana Street 

Pg. 34 – East Chicago Evening Lions Club meets the 1st Wednesday each month at 6:00 pm.  Meeting 

location is Good Fellows Club, 502 Penryhn Place, East Chicago, IN 46312 

Pg. 42 – Kouts Lions Club meets 1st Thursday only, and the correct address for the Parish Hall is 601 S. Rose 

Street. 

If there are any other corrections to our district directory, please email CS Robin Smith, mswolfen@aol.com, 

and also, ensure your information is correct in the Lions Portal. 

 

District Directory Corrections 

mailto:mswolfen@aol.com

