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Words from the DG

By Mike Wilcox, District Governor

Our membership goal for
the first quarter was to
have five more members
than we had at the
beginning of this Lions
year. We were minus
fifteen at the end of
September; however,
based on the reports |
received at the Zone
meetings, | believe we will
have more members at
the end of October.
Globally, we have roughly
1,369,000 Lions in 210
countries, all working
under the international
banner fAWe S

Meeting with You

First Vice District
Governor Steve Daigle,
Second Vice District
Governor Kathy Randall,
and | are on track to visit a
majority of our clubs
before Christmas. We
look forward to hearing
about your activities,
particularly how you are
changing peo
your communities, and
hopefully installing new
members.

Your Websites

A big Lionbds
Dan Uitti who set up the
Districtés n

www.Lions23B.org. For
technically minded
members, the actual
website is housed at e-
district.org/sites/23b, but
Dan Uitti has set it up to

This is the only picture we could find of DG Mike Wilcox. Submit a
better one for our February 2015 issue. The picture judged the best

wins a prize from the District 23B Spirit team.

redirect anyone who types
in Lions23B.org. I'm glad
he knows how to do that!
Right now, 38 of our clubs
have websitesd only 15
more and every club will
have an electronic
presence, which is more
important than ever these
days. Please contact IT
Chair Brian Luba for help
updating or creating your
site. You may also visit
the www.lionsclubs.org for
help.

100 Years of Lionism
International President
Joe Prestonbd
the recent USA Canada
Forum in San Juan,
Puerto Rico is "Strengthen
the Pride." He announced
a Centennial Service

Challenge (available
on www.lionsclubs.org)
which provides
opportunities to earn
Banner Patches for
your club i one for
each year leading up
to Li o'hysadof
service. Tt
banner honors clubs
that focus on Vision
Screening. Next year it
will be Hunger.

Letds direc
to filling the food banks
on January 13, the
birth date of Melvin
Jones. By that dated
two weeks after the
holidaysd a majority of
the food banks will
have little on their

(Continued on page 13)



Greetings from East Hartford
2nd Vice District Governor, Kathy Randall

Welcome to the 2014-2015 Lions
year. With District Governor Mike
Wilcox leading our District, and 1st
Vice District Governor Steve Daigle
by his side, we have a great
opportunity to grow and move
forward with new goals and
activities.

Thank you, to the entire District
membership, for the support and
vote at the 2014 State Convention in
Sturbridge, Mass, May 4, when you
elected me to the high office of 2nd
Vice District Governor. As you
know, this is a big commitment and
a multi-year process. Working
together and having open
communications will benefit all for
the years to come.

| have been a Lion since May 1993,
inducted into the East Hartford Club
by PDG George Precourt. | have
served the East Hartford Club as
President, Treasurer, and
Membership Chair, sat for many
years on the Board of Directors, and
served on various committees. For
the District and Multiple District, |
served in many leadership roles

including Zone Chair, Cabinet
Secretary for two terms, and as the
Leadership Development Chair of
the Membership, Extension,
Retention, and Leadership (MERL)
Team.

| understand that all Lions are
volunteers, and | will work to
develop relationships to enhance
other Lionsd expc¢
listen to you and your clubs, as your
concerns and solutions may be of
benefit to other clubs. | believe all
people have hidden resources, and |
am committed to helping others
realize their strengths.

Working together, we have the
capability and resources to improve
our District; working together, we
can grow the skills of our Lions and
clubs; working together, we can
enjoy the true spirit of Lionism, and
AiStrengthen the |
motto of our newly elected LCI
President Joe
message, fAEach
aligns nicely with President
Prestonds member ¢
i As k ©ronePresident

Pr ¢
Or

PrestongiéJuadte mema
each and every Lions memberd all
1.35 milliond asked just one person

to join their clu
toutingthis message si
known him. Working together, we
can fStrengthen the Pridedin our
Districtd making our membership
stronger, making our clubs stronger
and making service projects and
fundraising projects stronger. We
are members of an organization well
respected because of the good work
we have done for almost one
hundredyears.L et 6 s cont
the good work and make our pride
stronger.

East Granby Lions Club

A large crowd was on hand at
Granbrook Park on September 6 to
watch the East Granby Lions
Rubber Duck Derby. Duck #1097
won in an exciting finish after
bouncing off another duck and
pulling ahead just before reaching
the winners gate. Michaela
Rosenberger of East Granby had
adopted the winning duck, so she
received the first prized a $1000
prepaid Visa card. The $500 Visa
Card second prize was won by
Magnus Jambard of East Granby,
who adopted Duck #0755, and the
3rd place duck, #0227, was won by
Joe Spirko also of East Granby. Joe
won the $150 Restaurant package.
The 4thi 7th place ducks that won
prizes for the lucky people who
adopted them were #0545, #1080,
#0276 and #0113. There was a total
of 1220 ducks entered in the race.

Congratulations to all winners!

The East Granby Lions would like
thank the businesses who helped
sponsor this
the volunteers that made the event
so successful and fun. And of

yeal

course, many thanks to all the good
folks who adopted ducks this year!

The Rubber Ducks are already
looking forward to racing in next
year 6s Der by!

A couple of
young fans
showing their
spirt at the East
Granby Duck
Race Derby.



When | joined the Terryville Lions
Club, | became part of the world's
largest and most active service club.
Do not confuse service clubs with
fraternal organizations like the Elks
ortheMasons our mott o
Serve. 0

In 1965, things were different. For
instance, if you were lucky enough
to receive an invitation to join, you
could only belong to a club in the
town where you lived or worked. If
there was no club in either of those
places, you could join another club
nearby. In my case, | could have
chosen either the Terryville or
Watertown Lions clubs.

Lions International, the official name
of whi c hnternational T h e
Association of Li
some strict rules for its members.
First, you could not belong to
another service club. After all, the
Association expected you to give all
your energy to the Lions and not
have it diluted by working at other
service cluboés pr
the expectation was that you would
attend all meetings of your club. If
you missed a meeting, you could
make it up within six days before, or
after, by attending a Board of
Directors meeting of your club, a
sub-committee meeting of your club,
visiting another club, or making a
trip to the Lions International
Headquarters in Chicago. For those
who visited another club, you would
fill out a card (like Sunday schoal),
and they would send to your home
club. We had a member, EImer
Zeiner, who visited Fort Wayne,
Indiana quite often. We used to
receive such cards from the club
there, stating that Lion Elmer visited.

At that time, there were no women
in Lions. As an adjunct to the Lions

On Being a Lion

By Dicke Foote, PDG

Clubs, the International Association
formed a new groupd the Lioness
Club. Members did pretty much
everything that the Lions did, but did
not have full status as Lions.
Women received full membership in
Lions Clubs in 1987, and now make
up a good part of the membership of
most clubs, where they provide
much needed and appreciated help
and leadership. Please, don't call
them ALi onesses. «

Most people, if they know anything
at all about the Lions, know that
they we are involved in vision-
related issues. Of course, Lions do
much more in all areas of life,
wherever there is need. But the
reason for our concentration on
eyesight comes from a speech
made at the 1925 Lions
International convention in Cedar
Point, Ohio by Helen Keller. In her
address, she asked the Lions to
become fAKnights «
fi...this crusade

Times have changed. The rules of
membership have been relaxed
over the years, and Lions have
become a much more diverse
group. Where Lions in earlier days
were primarily business and
professional men, today's clubs can
find people of all walks of life in their
ranks. Attendance at meetings is
still important, and we grant awards
for perfect attendance, new member
sponsorships, and other club
milestones.

In my forty-eight years, I've
witnessed many changes, but | still
feel a pride of membership. Being a
Lion is a special thing. When | first
joined, several of my fellow choir
members in the Terryville
Congregational Church told me that
| was now in a special organization,

one that people looked up to. They
sai d, A Watyok'mr gong to
the bar at the Austin House before
the meeting, but don't go around to
the back entrance. Go in the front
door, because yol
never forgot that.

One of the things that Lions
International stressed was that its
clubs meet in a public place, such
as a restaurant. It is important that
Lions see and be seen by the
public, which can in some way
increase membership and support
for Lions programs. Another
important aspect, decorum, still
exists. When | joined the club, we
automatically wore jackets and ties
to meetings, and had to ask
permission to remove our jackets in
hot weather.

Lions International expects all new
members to receive proper
instruction in the programs of the
club and formally inducted by a
respected member or Cabinet
Officer, Past District Governor or
other high-ranking official. Likewise
for Officers' I n:
means well-planned installations
and inductions with a specific time
allocated, with a table and tablecloth
set, candles in place, and carried
out with dignity by the
aforementioned officer. Haphazard
ceremonies might have the effect of
a new member believing that
becoming a Lion is not that special,
and probably won't show up again. |
was inducted by Past District
Governor Philip C. Rouleau, a
member of our sponsoring club; the
Bristol Lions Club. For many years,
he was fMr. Lionc«
Connecticut.

| was proud to become a Lion then,
and I'm still proud to wear my pin.

findividual commitment to a group effortd that is what makes a team work, a company work,

a society work, a civilization work.o
0 Vince Lombardi



HowDo We Add More Membersto Qur Jub?

A few years ago, | met Jeremy at a
business meeting. After doing
business with him, | started talking
to him about the Lions and getting
involved in our community to make
a difference. He was very excited
and receptive to do something in our
community and accepted my
invitation to our club meeting. What
was interesting was when he arrived
at our meeting, and | was ready to
introduce him to our club

members. To my surprise, he
walked over, started shaking almost
every member®& hand, and was
talking and laughing with them! He
knew half of the members in our
club. Yet nobody in our club ever
asked him to become a Lion.

How should we ask people to join
our organization? By telling them
who we are (1,300,000 members,
men and women, all over the world);
what we do (we make a difference

i n ot her p pandhbvens |
do it (by raising funds through our
fundraisers). We do things for the
betterment of our communities. We
give scholarships to our deserving
students so they can get a higher

By Sia Dowlatshahi, CLU

education and help other people.
We help the food and fuel bank so
peopl e woul dnét ¢
because they lost their jobs. We do
eye screening in kindergartens and
schools, and refer many of them to
eye doctors while their parents had
no idea that their kids have a visual
impairment. We provide equipment
for legally blind people so they can
be safe living in their own home. We
are helping the doctors at the
UConn Research Center to find a
cure for Macular Degeneration. We
give Thanksgiving turkeys to the
famil i es trdi®buythem
for their family. We give clothing and
toys to the families during

the Holiday season so they can be
warm during winter, and the kids are
able to enjoy the festivities of the
season.

Because of our work all over the
world, there are millions of children
that are alive today (our measles
initiative). Because of our work,
there are millions of people who are
able to see. We are there to support
our youth, providing disaster relief,
preserving sight, and meeting

humanitarian needs. Tell the stories
about the people that their lives
have changed for better because of
our work. This is how we make a

di fference in otl
every day.

We need to talk about the personal
benefits of being a Lion, the
friendships, camaraderie, leadership
opportunities, networking, self-
satisfaction and many other
benefits. Finally, we need to tell
them why we became a Lion. Whom
should we ask? Your family, friends,
neighbors, people you do business
with (your dentist, eye doctor,
insurance agent, travel agent,
attorney, accountant, real estate
agent, advisors, consultants, postal
carrier, Mayor, Town Manager,
Town Councilor, t

Take half a day, go to the
businesses in your community, and
talk to them about the Lions. Then
invite them to your club meeting.
Have FAITH! Remember Faith Sees
the Invisible, Believes the Incredible,
and Receives the Impossible.

New Hartford Lions Club

The New Hartford Lions Club is
pleased to announce the awarding
of scholarships to five local high
school students. We made the
presentations on June 9, 2014 at
the Beekley Library. Selected,
based on their achievements in
school, and contributions to
community service, the students
(who received $1,000 each) were
Elizabeth Harwood, Larkin
McCarthy, Thomas Turon, Autumn
Maust and Courtney Carrozzo. We
wish them well in their future
endeavors. To learn more about the
New Hartford Lions Club visit our
website.

www.newhartfordctlions.org



Pi n

Trader 0s

Corn

By LITPC International Director Phil Dzurnak

THE EVOLUTION OF PIN
TRADING IN CONNECTICUT

To the best of my knowledge, it was
in 1959 that the first pin produced in
the state appeared. Constructed of
leather, and held in place by a
safety pin, | have no idea who
designed it, or the cost to produce it.
However, at a recent pin swap
auction, completive bidding placed
the cost slightly over one-hundred
dol l ars. Ol der pi
md-6 70s range i n \
upon their availability.

I dondt know who
during early pin trading in
Connecticut. However, sources
indicate that, di
PDG George Lomintzer. PDG Curt
Fitch took over designing during the
680s thru 2005, A
Trading Club of Connecticut formed
a design committee.

The Pin-Trading Club of Connecticut
evolved after PDG Curt Fitch
conferred with several Connecticut

Lions, and felt there was sufficient
interest in starting a club in
Connecticut. Founded in 2001
during the state convention, with the
approval of the state council, they
held the first official meeting of the
new club at the state convention in
May 2002. The mission of the Pin-
Trading club is to promote the
trading of Lions club pins with other
Lions within Connecticut, and
throughout the world. PDG Curt
became the first club president, and
is currently the Senior Club Pin
Trading Advisor. He also designed
the first three pins for the Pin-
Trading club.

During the past several years, club
members, and the design
committee, have been very involved
in the state pin designs. In addition,
among the clubés
pins based on the location of
upcoming Lions Club International
convention sites. Past themes
involved sites such as Seattle,
Hamburg, Toronto, and the
upcoming locations in Hawaii and
Japan. The club also produces pins

1964

representing the themes of Lions
International Pin Trading. The club
subsequently sells or trades created
club and state pins to all who desire
them.

There are currently over one-
hundred members on our club, and
membership is open to all Lions
throughout the world. Members are
from various states in the USA as
well as England and Canada.

Why not join and enjoy the fun,
excitement, creation of pins and
camaraderie involved in pin trading.
I'tés wonderful ai
and make friends for life, with other
Lions throughout the world. We are
always looking for new members
and invite all Lions, everywhere, to
join our club. You can become a
member by contacting any member
who you might know. You can also
contact a Current or Past District
Governor. Finally, you can contact
either me, Phil Dzurnak, or Club
Treasurer Elaine Dzurnak, at 860-
482-5305, e-mail pedzzz@snet.net.

Lion Pat Daigle (r) presenting the donation of two bags of children's books from
the Berlin Lions Club to ID Kembra Smith for the Children's Hospital at the
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in San Juan, Puerto Rico
. Special thanks to Jet Blue for checking the suitcase of books free!

Vet eranos
By Lion Jackie Fischer

Veteran Affairs Chairperson
Fifteen Lions from District 23B,
CCSU student nurses, and
volunteers participated in the Eye
Screening on September 12.

They screened 185 veterans, and
referred nineteen for Glaucoma
follow-ups. Cataracts were an issue
according to Lion Dr. Steve
Polezonis, and Lion Dr. Keith
Lemire reported a growth behind the
eye of a veteran.

Fifty pairs of reading glasses were
disbursed.



Pediatric Vision Screenings
How Your Lions Club Can Hegvénmt Blindness in
Pre-School Children

A simple, non-invasive vision
screening can save the eyesight of
thousands of Connecticut pre-
schoolers. Thank:
Lions Eye Research Foundation, the
screening is free.

The screenings are for developing
eye problems: severe
nearsightedness, amblyopia,
strabismus, farsightedness, and
astigmatism. While they may be
difficult to pronounce, they have a
devastating effect on childrend who
can be blinded if left untreated.

Often called fALa:
affects three to five percent of

children. Strabi:
eyeo affects a si

Both can be treated most
successfully in child younger than

seven years old. After that, the cost
of treatment rises significantly while
the effectiveness of the treatments
evaporates.

Lions have invested in the latest
PediaVision technology to detect
amblyopia, strabismus, and other
major eye problems in about one
minute. The vision screening is
simple, non-invasive, and free to all
pre-school children throughout
Connecticut.

AConnecticut Li
funds raised through pancake
breakfasts, golf tournaments and
other community activities to buy
equipment to screen pre-schoolers
throughout the st at
DiVirgilio, Past Governor of Lions
District 23B i one of three Lions

(O]

districts in Coni
to find chil drent
them corrected. We want our
children to have good eyesight for a
l'i feti me. o

DiVirgilio said that the need is very
high, since two thirds of all children
under the age of five have not been
screened for vision. Medical
organizations, including the
American Academy of Pediatrics,
agree that routine vision screenings
are an effective mechanism to
detect and treat vision problems in
children.

Your club should develop a regular
or annual free Lions pediatric vision
screening for your community.
Please contact Dan Uitti at 860-274-
9065 or at dan@uitti.net.

During 2014, Avon continued its
long-standing program of aid to the
elderly and disabled with a monthly
service of coffee and light
refreshments to nursing home
residents. During the Mid-Winter
conference, we made our annual
donations to LCIF general fund, as
well as to the Measles Initiative, and
to CLERF. In April, we conducted
pediatric eye screening on 217
children, ages two to five, at seven
nursery schools and daycare
facilities, in addition to our first
screening event at the Avon Public
Library. Overall, fifteen children
were referred to eye care
professionals. We will continue our
Pediatric Eye Screening program in
October for the 2014-2015 school
year.

At the District Breakfast, the club
delivered approximately three-
thousand eyeglasses, and two

AvonLions Club

dozen hearing aids. Members
packed meals, and the club
provided funds for the Feeding
Children Everywhere program
coordinated by the Canton Lions.
The Avon Pasta Dinner raised
nearly $4,000 to support our
$10,300 in donations made this
year. In June through the Avon
Dollars for Scholars, we
presented two scholarships to
Avon High School seniors,
including one LEO club member.

At our June Awards and
Installation dinner, the club
presented its Community Service
Award to John Carmon, President
of Carmon Funeral Home and
Family Center. We also presented
a Melvin Jones Fellow and
Ambassador of Sight award to
two club members.

In July, the club began delivery of

Meals on Wheels, prepared, and
organized, by the McLean
Foundation. During July and
August, twenty-six lions delivered
meals to 104 home bound residents
and have committed to a weekly
delivery schedule for the
foreseeable future.

In August, the club held its annual
picnic for members, spouses, and
guests, including our two
scholarship recipients, and their
families.

Members represented the club at
Zone meetings, MD council, CLERF
board, the state convention, and
various fundraising events
conducted by other district clubs.

On Sunday, November 9, we will be
holding our annual Harvest
Breakfast fundraiser.

http://e-clubhouse.org/sites/avonct/index.php
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

District Governor’s Award Breakfast
Zones5 6,7&8
Sunday, March 22, 2015

Maneeley’s, 65 Rye Street, South Windsor, CT

Coffee at 8:00 A.M. Buffet Breakfast at 8:30 A M.
Cost: 520.00 per person
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It's time for each club to honor its Outstanding Lion!
More to come!

Lion Eileen Driscoll Home 860-568-7305
672 Forest Street Cell 860-978-6033
East Hartford, CT 06118 Work 860-291-7404

Email: Epdaz3@aol.com




Life Changed in an Ingta Dixie Sanderson

A Fidelco Story

Prescribed millions of times per Through a blind rehabilitation when | realized it was okay to be
year, antibiotics are designed to counselor, Dixie learned about hel ped by others.
help. For Guilford Lion Dixie gui de dogs. i h ¢

Sanderson, an adverse reaction too sl ow, o Dixi e Thatwasin2004. Dixieis now
literally crushed the optic nerve in iDogs were al way ¢ partneredwith her successor guide
her brain. Di xi e ¢ |saw guide dogs as a kid and now | dog, iJayla, 06 anc
turned into daytime darkness. She needed one. 0 independence she had with

woke up unable to see. ifiCobalt. o I n g+ at

A no-brainer, but deep down, Dixie  changing guide dogs she has been
Dixie was a very busy provider for still struggled. All her life, she took blessed with, Dixie and her fellow
her family and talented giver to her  care of others. Now Dixie swallowed Guilford Lions have raised funds to

community. Wife. Mother of two her pride, asked for help, and donate toys for |

girls. Small business owner. Girl became a receiver. Any inner enrichment program and funded the

Scout leader. School bus driver. conflict was quickly resolved when purchase of several guide dog

Swim teacher. Overnight, she she lifted the harness handle and harnesses.

became dependent upon everyone  stepped forward with her first

around her. People just like her. Fidelco Guide Do¢Dixieds blindnes:

People just like you. day off, but her heart is opened wide
ilt was so freeitto the power of 1

At first, there were glimmers of hope go. It gave me the hope that | could to allow other people to offer help.

since Dixie was able to see dim get out there and conquer the world My two Fidelco Guide Dogs have

flickers of light. Three complex again.o With Cobi:been blessings i1

surgeries attempted to reverse the  Dixie and the Sanderson family enabled me to give blessings in

damage, but ultimately Dixie was dscovered their rreturn. | am so ¢

declared completely blind.

A strong woman who was

comfortable in tl
life, Dixie was now sitting in the
unfamiliar passeil

literally. During the next six months,
with her husband, Doug, shuttling
Dixie between medical
appointments, she considered her
options.

The accounting work from her
clients was piling up and she

C 0 u It skenh@r computer. Her two
daughters needed a fully engaged
mother, not a partially disabled
version. Her husband was missing a
lot of work to be her chauffeur.

Di xie couldnét gil
depended on her.
doctors confirmed my blindness was

permanent, 0 Di xi ¢ : S alilE
alread y movi n g 01 Dixie and fellow Guilford Lion Chris Limanni get some puppy love while delivering
donated dog toys for Fidelcods ken




The Lions Club of

South Windsor Inc.

. Spaghetti Dinner

Includes:
KSalad, Spagheti, Meathalls, Ralls, Dessert

Saturday, November 8, 2014
4 —7PM

South Windsor Fire Department
1175 Ellington Road
South Windsor, Ct.

Adults - $10; Children under 10 yrs. - $5

Veterans and Active Military
Shiow your I D. and eat for free
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We are excited to announce that on
Tuesday, October 14 we reached
another milestone 7 we aired our
75th show! Our last five shows
featured Wolcott, Terryville,
Bethlehem, and Harwinton Lions at
their country fairs, and Torrington
Lions at the Goshen Fair. We also
showcased Lions at the New
Hartford Flea Market at Brodie Park.
Thank you to all our fellow Lions
who welcomed us and appeared on
all 75 of our shows! We love to
highlight the many exciting events
that Lions are involved in district-
wide. A special thank you to PCC
Alan Daninhirsch who introduced us
to the production staff at Nutmeg TV
in Farmington and who serves as

our community liaison for the
Nutmeg franchise.

Nutmeg TV is an award-winning
community access TV franchise
serving over 82,000 subscribers in
Avon, Berlin, Bristol, Burlington,
Canton, Farmington, New Britain,
and Plainville. Nutmeg is one of the
largest regional community access
television stations in Connecticut.
Our show airs Tuesday at 10:00 am
and repeats Friday at 8:30 pm on
Channel 5.

We now broadcast on four
community access franchises in
central, western, and northwestern

CT. Nutmeg TV in Farmington,
(Continued on page 18)

Emerging Lionkstitute
By Ev Lyons, District 23B GLT

Do you want to know more about
Lionism, and grow your leadership
potential? We are holding The
Emerging Lions Institute on March
6-8 at St. Thomas Seminary
facilities in Bloomfield. District 23B
needs 20 dedicated Lions who
have not yet held the position of
club president to take advantage of
this opportunity. Club presidents will
receive detailed information about
the event. Cost per Lion is $100,
and includes all meals, lodging,
conference materials, and
presenters. | am hoping that clubs
will sponsor their participating Lions
to what has been a memorable

experience for those previous
(Continued on page 11)



