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   WRITING THIS ON GROUNDHOG DAY -- HOW FITTING!  
 

I swear I just wrote an article last week!   
So here we go again… 
 

For anyone interested, there is still  
time to get your reservation for the  
Michigan Forum, which is going to be  
held in Kalamazoo.  Always many good breakout 
sessions with lots of good learning opportunities.  
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1st Vice Gov.: Lion Kenny Kinsey 

2nd Vice Gov.: Lion Chuck Vasilion 

Secretary: Lion Denise Temple 

Treasurer: Lion Robert Phillips 

IPDG: Lion Carl Cozart 
 

2025-2026 Zone Chairs 
R1‐Z1: Lion David Grimes 

R1‐Z2: Lion Carl Cozart  

R2‐Z1: Lion Blaine Lafler 

R2‐Z2: Lion Curtis Sonnenberg 

R3‐Z1: Lion Mark Jorgensen  

R3‐Z2: Lion Eileen Delaney  

R4‐Z1: Lion Chrissy Andre 

 

 

Contents: 
• Lions Club News from 

Around the District 

• Upcoming Lions 
Events and Programs 

• Do-It-Yourself Podcast 

• March Celebration of 
Service in Owosso 

• Kalamazoo Forum Info  

• Bear Lake Camp Ice 
Plunge on February 7 

 
 

 

 

 

Bit of Wisdom 
Places of Interest: 

Lion PRIDE State Magazine 

District Web Site  

Past District Newsletters 

Lions of Michigan Foundation  

Lions of Michigan 

Lions Clubs International 

Lions of Michigan YouTube Channel 

The Forum also does not disappoint when it comes to fellowship time with 
other Lions from all around the State of Michigan and beyond.  
 

The Celebration of Service will be here faster than I will be ready for, I am sure 
of it!  March 13-14, we will be at the Comstock Inn, Owosso, MI.   I have such a 
good team working on this event.  They assure me we are going to have so 
many laughs; we are going to have to mop up the floors. If you know, you 
know!  

I want to thank everyone for the last District 
meeting at Perry VFW.  We had over 50 
Lions in attendance.  That is the most I have 
seen at Perry.  That was fabulous!   
 

Also, I can’t say it enough-- we have the 
best District team.  Everyone helps each 
other.  Personally, I get a lot of help.  I see 
many different Lions helping other Lions 
and it just warms my heart.  Thank you 
everyone!   

Happy Valentines Day! 
 

  

mailto:dougklein@usa.net
mailto:gonehunting35@yahoo.com
https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/lionpride
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
https://www.lmsf.net/
http://lionsofmi.com/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
http://www.lionsofmi.tv/


January 17, 2026  
District 11-C2  

Cabinet Meeting  
at Perry VFW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the 
District 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Grand Ledge Lions Club 
 

Despite the cold temperatures, there was a terrific 
turnout at the second monthly Grand Ledge Lions Club 
meeting! Look at all these fabulous volunteers who 
make our meetings so much fun.  Community, laughter, 
and service—couldn’t ask for better! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

DeWitt Lions Club 
 

At their December meeting, the 
DeWitt Lions  Club hosted some 
special guests.  Above are PDG Ted 
Hamilton, PDG Tom Doyle, CC Becky 
Hamilton, PDG Jim Kraft, DG Aleta 
Cozart, IPDG Carl Cozart. 
 

Besides the good food and spirited 
companionship, the club members 
and guests played a quiz with 10 
prizes being given.  

 

District 11‐C2 Business & Cabinet Meetings  
 
 

• March 13 and 14, 2026 Celebration of Service / District Business Meeting 

• April 24, 2026 5:00 PM District Cabinet Meeting at Dutch Hollow, Durand 
 
NOTE: Please be sure to RSVP to Cabinet Secretary Lion Denise Temple at 
tsjellyboo@aol.com for cabinet meetings. 

mailto:tsjellyboo@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the 
District 

 

Mason Lions Club  
 

The Mason Lions Club met on Wednesday, January 
28 at Bestsellers Books and Coffee Mason. Jewell 
Snipes, manager of Capital Area Community 
Services, Rural Ingham Service Center on Maple 
Street in Mason, spoke about the Center's many 
assistance programs in the community.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Owosso Lions Club 
 

 

What a great turn out for the Owosso Lions Club’s Culver’s Share Night!  It was great to see so 
many smiling faces enjoying great food and delicious custard! #owossolionsclub #culvers 
#supportlocal 
 

 

Bancroft Lioness Lions Club 
 

 

DG Aleta Cozart said she forgot 
to take a lot of pics at the regular 
meeting of the Bancroft Lioness 
Lions.  They had crock pot 
heaven going strong.  It was 
wonderful.  PDG Brent Beracy 
was in attendance, along with 
some members of the branch 
club of the Table to Garden 
Eaton Rapids Lions Club. 

https://www.facebook.com/gllions?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXj2SOt69TvWNvcW1K8KpUN5Ixh-QpnykpUzJUIXVF7XSS3pXRE8fUwcglqwL6tQmbeUBbmEGexi_eVWLNy2nsUrtlkyx7t01msB0_SJSU3DpDeIVLZoQExYBbyQXj8F313hw4WkqLDvYY6HCydlhX3UriA7EB4kHjGDO6kM-4POFgpR3D-hBcXFwXuaX3eVbchRnHSohPm0n_M6v5p43KqyQmyJOQ6PUBogcWwrg2wRQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/masonbooksandcoffee?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYuvLb6VfJtTNd3vRwvVwl3tpQn1pO4RAvt1au9LTTJCJDyh4KZY3Px2aCoQQI_0_coMRQfz4n8y6XGmM6OC2ST1QxN5YEs-D9XfMzm_O70hpdZnwP-mQYFgu-8Tg0bauBCM47xXWQFLHWrmxqk2SM5u8gWwPVDZTHVWpNombNqabcBuqE6HWykO2g7GsnpPNYpq8KOYQI7cNJ4D2feQ7MyWb1Cy8KaeC9RrOyESSg0Nw&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064825265535&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYuvLb6VfJtTNd3vRwvVwl3tpQn1pO4RAvt1au9LTTJCJDyh4KZY3Px2aCoQQI_0_coMRQfz4n8y6XGmM6OC2ST1QxN5YEs-D9XfMzm_O70hpdZnwP-mQYFgu-8Tg0bauBCM47xXWQFLHWrmxqk2SM5u8gWwPVDZTHVWpNombNqabcBuqE6HWykO2g7GsnpPNYpq8KOYQI7cNJ4D2feQ7MyWb1Cy8KaeC9RrOyESSg0Nw&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064825265535&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYuvLb6VfJtTNd3vRwvVwl3tpQn1pO4RAvt1au9LTTJCJDyh4KZY3Px2aCoQQI_0_coMRQfz4n8y6XGmM6OC2ST1QxN5YEs-D9XfMzm_O70hpdZnwP-mQYFgu-8Tg0bauBCM47xXWQFLHWrmxqk2SM5u8gWwPVDZTHVWpNombNqabcBuqE6HWykO2g7GsnpPNYpq8KOYQI7cNJ4D2feQ7MyWb1Cy8KaeC9RrOyESSg0Nw&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/owossolionsclub?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbFDd1D65H9MxYysr0IGNrOekI3OCfHPq10Bn-eCEtL5StQQarGyh-uCaRl9lZtjDdUOYTRFRM9iRccnv3AVV3G3gdJFBLD-nasfYrkwIYg3sRFs81uIflyLQ8YvUXkhVo9ZPVwmAGuz-hnlRNJH-oiin5ymNKeIn1uGVVtnwtHFb5SX0TLeuxc8vOllv7tFH9THXQs4UFIvjFcLpwGmzpm8YuDHyXvR5H8jGbRb4uspw&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/culvers?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbFDd1D65H9MxYysr0IGNrOekI3OCfHPq10Bn-eCEtL5StQQarGyh-uCaRl9lZtjDdUOYTRFRM9iRccnv3AVV3G3gdJFBLD-nasfYrkwIYg3sRFs81uIflyLQ8YvUXkhVo9ZPVwmAGuz-hnlRNJH-oiin5ymNKeIn1uGVVtnwtHFb5SX0TLeuxc8vOllv7tFH9THXQs4UFIvjFcLpwGmzpm8YuDHyXvR5H8jGbRb4uspw&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/supportlocal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbFDd1D65H9MxYysr0IGNrOekI3OCfHPq10Bn-eCEtL5StQQarGyh-uCaRl9lZtjDdUOYTRFRM9iRccnv3AVV3G3gdJFBLD-nasfYrkwIYg3sRFs81uIflyLQ8YvUXkhVo9ZPVwmAGuz-hnlRNJH-oiin5ymNKeIn1uGVVtnwtHFb5SX0TLeuxc8vOllv7tFH9THXQs4UFIvjFcLpwGmzpm8YuDHyXvR5H8jGbRb4uspw&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/brent.beracy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZSkqbdvaxFy9p9OA5LP4ql3TsBOoE-I6Zdx3vxvJ3l8gNG0FFWkGGyAcux5ZWSFf92F1nRlfGZZycwVEkQraLHFtH1nngoed5PCzdiPXAjyEDLkF3UEUecRPPZfVS8hSS20R9QZBdKTPrcyFm79H6pXkub9ecLPK1UkGTAEIbFNZTrb7n4W7dT1TNP4pzp20w-I8NXfBXbyVZckvOw9NWVeMGn_Zge6zv2tvmLqPLK1g&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the 
District 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hartland Johns Lions Club  
 

At the monthly meeting for the Hartland 
Lions Club, they had a special guest. The 
guest was District Governor Aleta Cozart 
who they put to work with some very 
special business.  First, she made Tracy 
Schulke an official member. Standing in 
for her sponsor was Jake Andrews.  They  
were not done yet. PDG Kurt Stromland assisted in presenting a Charles Weir 
Fellowship award to Aimee Hougaboom.  And to finish up the night, Yvonne 
Cavalli was presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
St. Johns Lions Club 
 
Lion Marilyn Witter sold the club’s first Lions of Michigan 
Service Foundation Sight & Hearing Sweepstakes ticket to 
2VDG Chuck Vasilion. Tickets for this fundraiser are $10 
each for a chance to win a $5000 first prize, $2500 second 
prize, or eight other $1000 cash prizes. Raffle tickets are 
available from any St. Johns Lions Club member. 
 



 

 
 

 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Johns Lions Club 
 

Lion John Triantaflos, a member of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, accepts a 
$200 check from Club President Dean 
Hartenburg to support the Good 
News Kitchen free lunch program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Johns Lions Club 
 

Lion Aleisha Wenzlick (right), 
Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent of St. Johns 
Public Schools, accepts a $100 
check from Club President Dean 
Hartenburg to support the food 
backpack programs at Gateway 
North Elementary and Oakview 
South Elementary schools. 
 

Around the 
District 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bath Township Lions Club 
 

The Bath Township Lions Club made 
another donation to the Yellow Pantry box 
in January!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Grand Ledge Lions Club  

 

District 11-C-2 zone rep., Curt Sonnenberg and 
1st vice-district governor Kenny Kinsey pose 
with Maxine Burkhardt, GL Lions president, 
Chuck Wriska, and Bill Ferrigan. Maxine (40 
yrs.) and Bill (30yrs.) had just been presented 
with their years of service chevrons. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DeWitt Lions Club 
 

We had the honor of hosting Lion Dan Coss, 
Dewitt City Administrator, Brian Curtis, 
DeWitt Chief of Police, and John Braska, 
DeWitt area Fire Chief. Also pictured are Lion 
members Jim Kraft and Sheriff Sean Dush. 
They informed our members about the great 
work they do around the city and the schools 
and upcoming improvements to our local 
parks including pickle ball courts, adult fitness 
station, playground equipment and path to 
the river – also road and street projects. 

Around the District 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mason Lions Club  
 

The Mason Lions Club Mason, Mi. held its annual 
in-meeting eyeglasses and hearing aid sorting and 
counting service activity on January 14th. This time, 
donation box locations allowed residents of the 
Mason area to contribute 1780 pairs of glasses and 
19 hearing aids. Thanks, Mason!  
 

The items will be recycled into kits that go on mission trips with vision professionals to help people 
see better immediately after their examinations. Led by Lion Lynne Mark, Lions Lorraine Sparks, 
Jeff Routson, Jeff VanEenenaam, Tony Igl, Sid Hawkins, and Karen Routson are also pictured. 

https://www.facebook.com/bancroftlioness?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZC0143vFAotveWwbLQS_ghHBZMiDQhOUVgYm6VNzBZFudqpg0TUopvc2opGXpZ-mbc9u7-dtLjodg0v2DQycc__DPbTcM2dr7spqdkScvbfMjHEdeKhd_CHgQHPITglSQIp5t6jXtqW5W8BceDQ8FZiGYwcNngBpKYyXCcXeMnv2BELeZo-0pfZAsGXa0EJVZm1Ldp13cEIQI1VKs0Huq8SAd2DixMQGmjz3pPIwqGHQ&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.facebook.com/MasonLionsClub?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY_aMZuLHGwRDPPbI513lQ5LbzKbpvcHcnyW7sxNZC75Ho2Uos07hXGc9azIdoL8MUcG-cV-CHPUcOaAWQJSROQmyCwaRPcEC-9a63shTJWZlSBGzM8c-uIrRvdoAqC5pcJso5UeBB0pqV-c6fbkrKNyfbMpm9P1MMIrBENVlf6i8nZlJFzulsFr3Fp5PQpgy9_1wNP-FG-Q7QazUZwv_iK4WCATbgYE5woXvX5b-nkWQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/lorraine.sparks.75?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY_aMZuLHGwRDPPbI513lQ5LbzKbpvcHcnyW7sxNZC75Ho2Uos07hXGc9azIdoL8MUcG-cV-CHPUcOaAWQJSROQmyCwaRPcEC-9a63shTJWZlSBGzM8c-uIrRvdoAqC5pcJso5UeBB0pqV-c6fbkrKNyfbMpm9P1MMIrBENVlf6i8nZlJFzulsFr3Fp5PQpgy9_1wNP-FG-Q7QazUZwv_iK4WCATbgYE5woXvX5b-nkWQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/SewingGardener?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY_aMZuLHGwRDPPbI513lQ5LbzKbpvcHcnyW7sxNZC75Ho2Uos07hXGc9azIdoL8MUcG-cV-CHPUcOaAWQJSROQmyCwaRPcEC-9a63shTJWZlSBGzM8c-uIrRvdoAqC5pcJso5UeBB0pqV-c6fbkrKNyfbMpm9P1MMIrBENVlf6i8nZlJFzulsFr3Fp5PQpgy9_1wNP-FG-Q7QazUZwv_iK4WCATbgYE5woXvX5b-nkWQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Owosso Lions Club 
 

 

With heavy hearts we share the loss of our beloved 
Lion Marilyn Ann Grantham, Vice President of our 
Owosso Club. We ask you to please keep her husband 
Lion Bill and her sister, Lion Connie in your prayers.

 

 
 

Durand Lions Club 
 

Lion Bill Isaacson received a chevron from 
the International President of Lions, 
commemorating 20 years of service. He 
also received the Ken Lautzenheiser 
Fellowship from the Lions of Michigan 
Foundation, recognizing his unselfish and 
dedicated service to humankind. Much 
deserved! 

 
 

Lions Of Michigan Foundation - Project KidSight 
 

PDG Kurt Stromland was among the many Lions 
throughout the state who did vision screenings at the 
Detroit Auto Show this year. 

 

Four clubs representing 
11-C2 working the food 
bank Bountiful Harvest 
in Brighton!  Ashley 
Lions, Bancroft Lioness 
Lions, Champs Club, 
and Hartland! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1287557448615447/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFlF1oLRTBcUlIzvYYNhM2HZG-zlx8I71lxGgUzXdr6y4mtJTqnh7r9nDx_oC6Nh-Q-Ern9WTwEV-i6hpGVwMBaVIY3xvt-zENqEwmKomyyga33x_Rq-ZT6uGDNi7mJZ4nXz3g19Ms4Z5bwPUTxqFnQQAZECCERxzsEFhS0Mg-gxyoeI7dygTHSofZeDk0TEWMve0aGun-5r-hLFHVb3Jh_oxHwPcOjxrTIBwmK_eHTQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Around the 
District 

 

Lions of Michigan District 11-C2 

Our amazing fellow Lion and Executive Director 
of Lions Bear Lake Camp, Traci Tribley is jumping 
into the freezing waters for this year’s Ice Plunge. 
She shows up for camp every single day and now 
we get the chance to show up for her. 

Every pledge helps campers, families, and the 
mission we all care about.  You can pledge online 
here: 

https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../events.../ice
-plunge-pledge 

Prefer sending a check? 
Lions Bear Lake Camp 
3409 N. Five Lakes Rd. 
Lapeer, MI 48446 

While you’re at it, grab your tickets to attend the 
Ice Plunge. Only 200 tickets are available, and 
they won’t last long. 

https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../events.../ice
-plunge-2025 

Let’s show Lion Traci that District 11 C2 stands 
behind her every icy step.  Let’s make this plunge 
unforgettable! 

 

 
 

 
Grand Ledge Lions Club 
 

GL Lions president Chuck Wriska 
presents December Student of the 
Month, Rima Hafez with her 
plaque and stipend for her service. 
To the right of Rima are her 
parents, Ramia & Mohamed and 
her most inspirational teacher, 
Courtney McDonnell. 

https://www.facebook.com/11C2Lions?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU7KjuWwoQ7u8erhea9qzwSFEW3_E8P0WTTrT4aFXw_aHCsgKTQNz58OEn9vtjUfTgvQTaHmjw0b-6e6ndR8l8vGA7xYURAk1ymv2iZSi--0GxlypuBKTzBdiqwfe_jt59LvcltSOC-oAr_APwNwgDXSNK7EDgLfq9E6nA50igbYt90gunaJ9V6IWzK_joK-U&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../events.../ice-plunge-pledge
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../events.../ice-plunge-pledge
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../events.../ice-plunge-2025
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../events.../ice-plunge-2025


 

 

 

 

 
 
Durand Lions Club 
 

Immediate Past District Governor Carl 
Cozart became an A. Charles Weir Sight 
Conservation Fellow, and was presented 
the award at his club's January 22nd 
meeting. Congratulations, Carl, and thank 
you for your dedicated service. 

 
 
 

Durand Lions Club 
 

John Cooney is 
celebrating 15 
years as a member 
of the LionsClub! 

 

 
 

Grand Ledge Lions Club 
 

Big congratulations to Kamsi 
Iweajunwa, our Student of the 
Month!  She plans to attend Oakland 
University and play volleyball at the 
next level.  Hard work paying off—
well done! 

Eaton Rapids Lions Club 
 

ER Lions collects used eyeglasses, 
including sunglasses and hearing 
aids! Scan the QR for collection 
locations. NOTE: They will have a 
collection day at the Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library on Wednesday, 
February 4th,  so feel free to drop off 
then!   Thank You! 

https://www.facebook.com/carl.cozart?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZUyKihWVnQNx8lKqDwNJcWvKQb2y2GBs0XbpOCpJpuYWGhvAKHB15Q4-TGj8ijWKBH_JWGdzqY2bpuqWw5TfVkre6y-cT6Iud1r9HcFZ1dDhMusncf-g3ApcilyWD76pHl5HdzosQSRK4AJMoFK_bz5ACZVrEBE7eu-0YDl0FXR9-C3p4JY9Ny6XEz7UAs0KQiRv-0_PAI6tBQxdqNQ40CJigzYJK3rkLGDgvdR0tpkg&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/carl.cozart?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZUyKihWVnQNx8lKqDwNJcWvKQb2y2GBs0XbpOCpJpuYWGhvAKHB15Q4-TGj8ijWKBH_JWGdzqY2bpuqWw5TfVkre6y-cT6Iud1r9HcFZ1dDhMusncf-g3ApcilyWD76pHl5HdzosQSRK4AJMoFK_bz5ACZVrEBE7eu-0YDl0FXR9-C3p4JY9Ny6XEz7UAs0KQiRv-0_PAI6tBQxdqNQ40CJigzYJK3rkLGDgvdR0tpkg&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/295967441655/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWig1s8sPe0NpTjcDBDe44K5B7dSrCpGT4x7M0QvZ8XBup4f90xP5CbneHGjV-Ktjbf2VCE2QdTb_norqmQcsVGQRHoLhp1ufmS_UzWCJ4glGmUcw9Ov1UhhM8to4Sf_Oy3nrOuV9Ks-JSsgmjfwMOMVk5A2wIYVbWORKyxG1dif6lsPmmNmnsv5yjTbyvPKFg7QKAOIXiGVjtXgnCTIqf8QM463t093yhHE7al4QuYYA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


READ ALL  
  ABOUT IT – 
    ONLINE! 

Please be aware that the State Magazine Lion Pride (paid for by 
part of your State dues) is always available by online access. We 

have phased out the publication being printed, mailed, or e-
mailed. This direction is being taken due to the rising cost of 
printing and postage. For easy access to your full color .pdf 

version, please download the Pride online through the 
www.lionsofmi.com website. 

 

However, our Lions of Michigan District 11-C2 still plans to continue to e-mail 
its monthly newsletter to all Lions in the district with a valid e-mail address. 

For additions or corrections to e-mail addresses, e-mail our IT Chair at 
rayrobins9998457@gmail.com .   "Ray Robins" <rayrobins9998457@gmail.com>, "Ray 

Robins" <RaymondLRobins@yahoo.com> The district newsletter is also available 
online at District Newsletters or http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-

6.php. 
 

 

UPCOMING LIONS OF MICHIGAN EVENTS 

 

February 27-28, 2026  

Lions Michigan Forum 
Kalamazoo Delta Hotel 

 

May 14-16, 2026 
MD11 Lions Convention 

 Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire 
 

 

 
July 3-7, 2026 

LCI Convention  
Hong Kong China 

 
 

September 3 - 5, 2026  
USA/Canada Forum  

Memphis, TN 
 

 Check Lions of Michigan website for updates & additional information: 

www.lionsofmi.com 
 
 

http://www.lionsofmi.com/
mailto:rayrobins9998457@gmail.com
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
http://www.lionsofmi.com/


 
Youth Camps & Exchange - Michigan, USA 

 
The Youth Camp and Exchange (YCE) program is gearing up for this spring, and we wanted 

to send an update to all clubs as soon as possible. We have several countries who have 
reached out already looking to send exchange youths to Michigan – we desperately need 
host families! This is a fun experience for your family, and for the exchange youth – it’s a 
great opportunity to share our values and show what being a Lion is all about.  Additional 

information about the program in general is provided on the Lions of Michigan website 
under Youth Exchange https://lionsofmi.com/index.php/youth-exchange 

 
If you have any questions or would like a visit to your club to discuss the program in more 

detail, please contact Lion Elvie or your YCE District Chair. 
Thank you for your time! 

 

Key details regarding the YCE Program for 2026 are as follows:  

• Hosting dates will be from July 16-August 6, 2026.  

• Designated airports are Detroit, Grand Rapids, and/or 
Chicago O'Hare.  

• We will accept 15-20 international youths, with only one 
participant per country.  

• The accepted age range is 15-18 years old at the time of 
camp.  

• Invitations will be extended to Michigan Leos and youths of 
the same age to join us at camp.  

• We propose July 27-31, 2026, as camp week. Camp cost 
$350.00 

• WE NEED HOST FAMILIES!  

• For more information, please check out our Lions of Michigan website and click 
Youth Exchange. 

• For further information, please call me at 818-800-1060 or email 
epmarfil5@gmail.com 

 

YCE District Chair 11-C2 PDG Brent Beracy  bberacy@hotmail.com 
  

Lion Elvie Marfil 
YCE State Chairperson 

Email: epmarvil5@gmail.com 
Phone: 818-800-1060 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564944347189&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaQixWS3OZ5dEnUziI_ANb7kjXj9ZL0cnwruMDA16XAFgHFiqVkZQ2QrFvOAflNOEnooro8aPsNwFwPRF-6qDmPQ9axtOKgJS7mB2Klxq5g3qcslisB_PhwC6nvzD4rsBa1gxavCT06U8G7VUjCZdyP7HDhzfLsqANymA2AhvQV8F-89rHbhifi2aX5nUKltZJBncKEOs-2ZCHMIHvg-5mfagaXDVFcF4tE1axdbYsTfw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://lionsofmi.com/index.php/youth-exchange
mailto:epmarfil5@gmail.com
mailto:epmarvil5@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Many thanks to those who've been able donate to the Lions 
Clubs International Foundation this Lions year!   
 
Between July 1 and December 31, members and clubs in our district 
donated $6,773.00.  Our new district total shows that many Lions 
care and that every amount helps!  (The Foundation has set a goal 
for our district of $22,029.) 
 
As promised, those who donated for the Michigan-
shaped "I Love LCIF" pins have been recognized in the 
latest reports from headquarters unless they asked to 
remain anonymous.  Contact me directly if you'd like one.   
 
How do we stack up compared to other Michigan districts?  
Currently we are in the lowest third of districts in our per-member 
donation amount, at 31% of our goal.  (That works out to an average 
of $10.42 per member.  The goal that LCIF set for us works out to 
about $34 per member.)  Other districts range from 16% to 67%.  
Many clubs make their annual donations in spring, so no doubt our 
per-member donations will rise, and so will our ranking.   
 
There are many worthy causes tugging at our heartstrings.  If your 
circumstances allow, please consider including a donation to the 
Lions Clubs International Foundation in your giving.   
 

Thank you!   😀 
 

PDG Karen Routson 
District 11-C2 LCIF Coordinator 
KarenRoutson@yahoo.com 
 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/donate 



 
Michigan Lions – 
 

Take advantage of an opportunity to have 
your Lions hear in-person about how to put 
more of their Lions Club service on local 
TV and other media to attract members. 
Through June 2027, our Lions of Michigan 
PR/Marketing Chair Doug Klein is 
available to speak for free at your 
meetings, conferences and conventions. 

Lions will learn how to assemble 
and use their own publicity toolkit -      1 

a practical easy guide to  crafting 
compelling stories  about a club's 
service activities  and effectively 
engaging with local news media. 

 
https:lfrb.gy/2djy85 

 

You may schedule a short talk for a club meeting, a longer 
breakout session, or even a two-hour workshop - for free. 
Just e-mail Lion Doug at dougklein@usa.net or call him at 
(517) 775-8601 to check current availability and to reserve. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:dougklein@usa.net


 

  

 

GET INSPIRED - US LIONS ROCK! YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
 

  

 

  

  

https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFK7ZNaZ0cxMWWWgmWzYGHrxNGnCfi10I3-gxa5Z7_VciAQ6TuZ9MgtSNbVc5hfmmERPByjfXjJZHq8PYLYYmXdE3ON7stDhkdU34zxTD8N7FUPV1CvPDqtOR6J22irXX2A==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==
https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFLhL-RV79_aN-2cFXfmEWHQITJ_kx5JfWKkltxjTTbmKJlp095DSoYwbw18MIYV9b1BFqxvt86UoLWNT1jL2xb_IX93UbbLPTg==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==
https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFK7ZNaZ0cxMWWWgmWzYGHrxNGnCfi10I3-gxa5Z7_VciAQ6TuZ9MgtSNbVc5hfmmERPByjfXjJZHq8PYLYYmXdE3ON7stDhkdU34zxTD8N7FwYQyIyWgcmGeIQsoutwQbA==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==
https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFK7ZNaZ0cxMWWWgmWzYGHrxNGnCfi10I3-gxa5Z7_VciAQ6TuZ9MgtSNbVc5hfmmERPByjfXjJZHq8PYLYYmXdE3ON7stDhkdU34zxTD8N7F0GtW1yWhrPx0241SbEQxAQ==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIONS MICHIGAN FORUM SERVICE PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 

Forget Me Not Little Heroes is an organization dedicated to supplying 

backpacks full of essential items to fostered, sheltered, and underprivileged 

children ages 3-12 years old.  They have been selected as our Forum 

Service Project this year. 

 

Why Backpacks? 

Most children arrive at foster homes and shelters with nothing but a 

garbage bag.  When the organizers heard of this, they stepped up to make 

a change.  Items are designed to fit in a backpack.  It makes them feel 

special, keeps them organized and teaches them to care about their 

belongings. 

 

What Can You Do to Help?  
We hope to fill 300 backpacks with color coordinated items inside so each 

child has their very own special backpack.  The cost for one backpack is 

$40.00.  Our goal is to raise $12,000.00 though district and club donations 

as well as grants.  Each district has been asked to make a minimum 

$200.00 donation toward backpacks and their contents.  Each club is being 

asked to donate as much as they can afford as part of a club service 

project, enabling us to provide many more of these special items for special 

kids. Please consider donating to this worthy cause!  

 

 

Checks can be written and mailed to Three Rivers Lions Club: 
 Three Rivers Lions Club 
 PO Box 134 

Three Rivers, MI 49093 
Attn: Forum Service Project 

 

Contact PDG Julie Mayuiers, Michigan Lions Forum Chair, with any 
questions you may have.  269-254-1938 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 

 
March 

13th- 14th 2026 

Comstock Inn 

300 E Main St. 

Owosso, MI 48867 

989-725-0999 

“District 11-C2” Discounted Room Rates: $109 
Deadline to Reserve Room at the discounted price is 02/13/2026 If 

requesting a handicap room please reserve early. 



 

Fillable Form: 
http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/Registration%20Form%202026.pdf 

http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/Registration%20Form%202026.pdf


 



Fillable Form: 
http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/Exhibitor%20Form%202026.pdf 

 

http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/Exhibitor%20Form%202026.pdf


Fillable Form: 
http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/Deceased%20Lion%20Memorial%20Form%202026(1).pdf 

 

http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/Deceased%20Lion%20Memorial%20Form%202026(1).pdf


 
Hello All, 
 
For the 2026 Celebration of Service on March 13th and 14th, we are going 
to do a service project for Jennifer’s Place in Owosso.  Jennifer’s Place is a 
nonprofit, peer driven community center dedicated to creating a safe and 
welcoming space where everyone can find connection, support, and 
belonging. They are open to anyone, including individuals and families 
impacted by substance use, mental health challenges, and 
homelessness. They offer peer support, resource connections, and 
activities that promote healing and hope. Guests also have access to free 
showers, food, hygiene items, and clothing.  Their work is entirely 
volunteer-driven and made possible through the generosity of our 
community. Every donation—whether it’s supplies, time, or financial 
support—helps them continue providing care and compassion to those 
who need it most. I have attached the spreadsheet of items they need. 
Please reach out to me by text or phone to sign up or if you have any 
questions.  This organization sounds like an amazing place, and I would 
like to support them as much as we can.  Thank you for all you and your 
clubs do! 
  
Lion Jenny Stromlund 
810-923-4251 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Full size items needed for tote bags:  

Mens underwear Size L $50 worth 

Mens underwear Size L $50 worth 

Mens underwear Size XL $50 worth 

Mens underwear Size XL $50 worth 

Mens underwear Size 2XL $50 worth 

Mens underwear Size 2XL $50 worth 

Womans underwear Size L $50 worth 

Womans underwear Size L $50 worth 

Womans underwear Size XL $50 worth 

Womans underwear Size XL $50 worth 

Womans underwear Size 2XL $50 worth 

Womans underwear Size 2XL $50 worth 

Mens socks (25-50 pair) 

Mens socks (25-50 pair) 

Womans socks (25-50 pair) 

Womans socks (25-50 pair) 

Hair Brushes (50) 

Hair Brushes (50) 

Body wipes (Large shower wipes for adult) (case) 

Body wipes (Large shower wiples for adult) (case) 

Body wipes (Large shower wipes for adult) (case) 

Body wipes (Large shower wiples for adult) (case) 

Rain Ponchos (heavy duty) $50 worth 

Rain Ponchos (heavy duty) $50 worth 

Rain Ponchos (heavy duty) $50 worth 

Rain Ponchos (heavy duty) $50 worth 

Tarps (Large sturdy, bigger the better) $50 worth 

Tarps (Large sturdy, bigger the better) $50 worth 

Tarps (Large sturdy, bigger the better) $50 worth 

Tarps (Large sturdy, bigger the better) $50 worth 

Tarps (Large sturdy, bigger the better) $50 worth 

Tarps (Large sturdy, bigger the better) $50 worth 

 

 

Portable USB charging blocks for phones ($25 worth) 

Portable USB charging blocks for phones ($25 worth) 

Portable USB charging blocks for phones ($25 worth) 

Portable USB charging blocks for phones ($25 worth) 

Battery or solar powered Tiny Lanterns like camping size ($25 worth) 

Battery or solar powered Tiny Lanterns like camping size ($25 worth) 

Battery or solar powered Tiny Lanterns like camping size ($25 worth) 

Battery or solar powered Tiny Lanterns like camping size ($25 worth) 

Candles in jars ($25 worth) 

Candles in jars ($25 worth) 

Candles in jars ($25 worth) 

Candles in jars ($25 worth) 

Bottled water Cases ($50 worth) 

Bottled water Cases ($50 worth) 

Beef Jerky ($25 worth) 

Beef Jerky ($25 worth) 

Beef Jerky ($25 worth) 

Beef Jerky ($25 worth) 

Fairlife Protein drinks (case) 

Fairlife Protein drinks (case) 

Fairlife Protein drinks (case) 

Fairlife Protein drinks (case) 

Cliff Protein Bars ($25 worth) 

Cliff Protein Bars ($25 worth) 

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth) 

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth) 

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth) 

Camping Propane tanks ($25 worth) 

Camping Propane tanks ($25 worth) 

Camping Propane tanks ($25 worth) 

Camping Propane tanks ($25 worth) 

Mens Deodorant  (25) 

Mens Deodorant  (25) 

Mens Deodorant  (25) 

Mens Deodorant  (25) 

Womans Deodorant  (25) 

Womans Deodorant  (25) 

Womans Deodorant  (25) 

Womans Deodorant  (25) 

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth)  

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth) 

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth)  

Small packs or Individual Toilet paper ($25 worth) 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



 
Lions Club Podcasting Basics 
by Lion Doug Klein, APR, CTA 
 

In our last article, we discussed the reasons your Lions Club might consider putting together a podcast or a series of 
podcasts.  As we discussed, a podcast is simply a series of recorded personal conversations that people can listen to on 
their phones, computers, or smart speakers.   
 

We also discussed reasons to do podcasts and some common goals.  Remember that consistency matters more than 
length!  A ten-minute monthly podcast is better than an ambitious weekly one that fades away.  Now, let’s assume that 
your Lions Club has decided to take the plunge.  What does it take to make that podcast magic happen – from a practical 
standpoint? 
 

First,  you do not need a professional studio with those fancy headphones, sound mixers, and microphones that look like 
fuzzy coffee cans.  Many successful podcasts start with less than $200 in equipment.  (Although you can get fancier if you 
have the budget).    
 

Basically, you need: 
• Microphone(s): A good basic USB microphone can plug directly into a computer.   

Microphones like the Samson Q2U often are found bundled with stands, wiring, and more.  

• Headphones: Consider wired headphones to help prevent audio feedback. 

• Computer: A laptop (Windows or Mac) is just fine. 

• Quiet room: This matters more than fancy gear. Turn off fans, silence phones, and avoid echoey spaces. 
 

Optional but helpful: 
• Tabletop mic stand(s)or boom arm(s) (almost a requirement) 

• Foam windscreen(s) or filter(s) 

• Portable digital recorder (but only if  recording interviews at events) 

• Video camera setup for doing dual purpose episodes to expand interest 
 

Once you have the equipment set up, and have the interviewer and interviewee all set, you may start recording the 
podcast.  Some recording software that some recommend that are free (at least initially) and easy to use are Audacity, 
GarageBand (Mac only), and Zoom or Riverside (for remote interviews).  Some simple recording tips include doing a short 
test recording first, speaking clearly and a little slower than normal conversation, keeping microphones about 6–8 inches 
from the speaker’s mouth, and recording in one take when possible.  Don’t aim for perfection.  Listeners care more about 
authenticity than professional sound. 
 

After recording, keep your editing on the light side.  Basic editing usually includes trimming long pauses or mistakes, 
adjusting volume so voices are balanced, and adding a short intro or outro (optional).  If you use software like Audacity, 
those are easy tasks.  Many Lions Clubs find that after a few episodes, editing takes less than 15 minutes. 
 

Professional podcasters usually don’t upload podcasts directly to Apple or Spotify.  Instead, they  use a podcast hosting 
service, which distributes episodes.  Some pro services are Buzzsprout, Podbean, and Spotify for Podcasters.  
Alternatively, and more cheaply,  you can put your podcasts up on your YouTube channel (get one if you don’t have one) 
with a static graphic or even a video of the recording session. 
 

With that, you may be doing your own uploading to YouTube or Zoom for each episode.  Professional podcasts appear on 
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts, and Amazon Music.  Once professionals get set up there, new episodes are 
automatically distributed.   
 

Finally, promote and distribute.  This is where Lions Clubs already shine by using existing channels like sharing episodes 
on your Facebook page, posting links on your E-Clubhouse website, mentioning episodes in newsletters and meetings, 
and encouraging members to share episodes personally.  A short quote or 30-second audio clip posted on Facebook often 
gets more attention than just a link. 
 

   

Lion Doug Klein regularly passes along tips to help your Lions Club sharpen its public relations and marketing efforts.                      
He has been a member of the Mason, Michigan Lions Club since he retired in 2018 as a Lansing Community College adjunct 
professor of public relations, communication, business, and marketing. He is currently serving as Mason Lions Club Secretary, 
District 11-C2 Public Relations/Marketing and Newsletter Chair, and MD11 State PR / Information and Marketing Chair. A 
member of the Public Relations Society of America since 1983, he has held their prestigious APR designation (Accreditation in 
Public Relations) since 1996. He was inducted into the American Marketing Association’s national honorary Alpha Mu Alpha 
in 2012. Contact him with any public relations or marketing questions at (517) 775-8601 or at dougklein@usa.net by email. 

--- -  

 

mailto:dougklein@usa.net

