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From the desk of the Governor

THE MANY MOODS OF MARCH!

Coming In Like a Lion - International Women’s Day
Celebration of Service - March is Reading Month
March Madness - SPRING!
This past weekend | attended the Lions of Michigan Forum.
What a great event, lots of fellowship and lots of learning.
| cannot praise this event enough! Those who have not
attended need to make it a priority next year; it is well
worth the time. | must share updates from my sister CS
Denise Temple’s great email about the Forum and add my
own extra thoughts at the end:

DG Aleta Cozart 989-277-2833
gonehunting35@yahoo.com

“| feel the need to do a short report on the Lions Forum. They offered the
following breakout sessions: Building Membership Through Specialty Clubs;
Managing Your Club on The Web; Officer Training (for President, Treasurer,
Secretary and Tail Twister); LCIF & LMF; The Leadership Challenge; Cybersecurity;
Leader Dog Puppy Raisers; Serving Together; Flipping For Fundraisers; Estate
Planning; Attracting Younger Members; Service Carnivals; and Eversight. A lot of
great information and a lot of enthusiasm!

The service project was putting together little backpacks for little heroes that are
in foster care, homeless or displaced in another way. Each backpack contained:
throw blanket, hairbrush, school supplies and even a comfort animal to name just
a few. Items were color coordinated with the backpacks, so each child had a
specific color. Great Job to everyone!

| would like to share some of the things that | learned from the sessions that |
attended. Estate planning taught me that even though | have a plan, I'm not quite
ready with putting my affairs in order for my kids. You should go over your will
every 3-5 years because things change. Probably not a good idea to put your kids
on your accounts while you are still handling your own business. The lawyer
presenting this session has seen a lot of kids taking advantage of their parents.

(continued on the next page)
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THE MANY MOODS OF MARCH! (continued from the previous page)

There are four things that need to be considered: 1. Real estate - to avoid probate you should consider a lady bird
deed. 2. Bank accounts - you should go to each bank that you bank with and tell them you want to fill out a
payable upon death stipulation form (POD) or have all money sent directly to the trust. 3. Investments- you should
have a beneficiary listed in layers like spouse, kids, parents, siblings etc. 4. Things - You can do a bill of sale for
items except if they have a title, you need a TR 29 for next of kin if under $100,000.00 and the lien holder has to be
addressed before anyone else gets anything. It is not advisable to try to fill out your advanced directives without
the help of a lawyer, they can be very complicated.

Attracting younger members - Letting everyone know that we do fun, meaningful things at our meetings. Use the
word ‘Invite’ when trying to get someone to join. Maybe before bringing prospective members to a meeting, have
them help with a service project to see firsthand what we do. Let families know that everyone can participate.
Bring the family. Mentor your new members, don't just leave them on their own.”

I, DG Aleta, tried to attend other breakout sessions so we could share information. My report here is not as
detailed as the one from Lion Denise above, | will have to write an email and send out more information.

| attended the breakout on Service Carnivals. This is something the club building team has discussed, and there
were a lot of great ideas on how to build a carnival. Making all eight causes/initiatives as stations to offer not only
information for people but draw them in with interactive things to do for them and children. The way it was laid
out, | could see it happening.

| also attended cybersecurity. The presenter of that breakout session had such a large amount of information it
could not be reviewed all in the little over an hour we had. An article that explains that it will be written and sent
out soon (after our upcoming Celebration of Service). Lastly, | attended Serving Together, Flipping for Fundraisers.
Many items in this breakout session | did not know and will be happy to share with you all soon.

-- Lion Aleta Cozart
District Governor

Looking Ahead to 2026-2027 in District 11-C2...

...with

Lion Kenny Kinsey

First Vice District Governor
Lions of Michigan District 11-C2
St. Johns Lions Club

117 Armor Lane

St. Johns, Ml 48879
989-307-9749
kennykinsey74@gmail.com

I am not looking to replace any existing District Committee Chairs for next year. | am just looking to add on more
members to our committees so that the committee chairs don't have to do it by themselves. The following committees
already need some more help: Environmental, Hunger, Information Technology and Website, Radio Reading Service,
Public Relations and Marketing, and the Newsletter.

If you want to help on these committees, please talk to the chairperson (see the roster book) to collaborate on needs.
http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/2025-2026%2011-C2%20Roster%20Book%20Ver%20009%20DG%20Aleta%20Cozart%202025-09-06(1).pdf

| am also still looking for some people to fill some other spots in my 2026-2027 cabinet, and | also need some new
committee chairs: Zone Chair for Region 2 Zone 1, Zone Chair Region 3 Zone 2, LEO Club Advisory, Childhood Cancer, and
Peace Poster. If you're interested in filling some of these cabinet and committee chair positions, please contact me.


http://e-district.org/userfiles/342/file/2025-2026%2011-C2%20Roster%20Book%20Ver%20009%20DG%20Aleta%20Cozart%202025-09-06(1).pdf

District 11-C2 Business & Cabinet Meetings

e March 13 and 14, 2026 Celebration of Service / District Business Meeting
e April 24,2026 5:00 PM District Cabinet Meeting at Dutch Hollow, Durand

NOTE: Please be sure to RSVP to Cabinet Secretary Lion Denise Temple at

tsjellyboo@aol.com for cabinet meetings.

Around the
District

Lions of Michigan Forum

Pictured above are about two dozen Lions from District
11-C2 attending the Lions of Michigan Forum on
February 28, 2026, in Kalamazoo. In the photos above
that, their Lions mascot got close with both Council
Chair Becky Hamilton and First Vice District Governor
Kenny Kinsey. See the comments about the Forum
from DG Aleta Cozart and CS Denise Temple on the first
and second pages of this newsletter for more details.

Eaton Rapids Lions Club

Thank you all who have been
dropping off used glasses around
town. Our members and volunteers
sorted 480 pairs at our club meeting!
These will help a lot of people!
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Owosso Lions Club

Owosso Lions were in action
last month at St. John’s Church
in Owosso. They served
breakfast and prepared lunch
for 30 food insecure guests.
The breakfast menu included
scrambled eggs, bacon,
sausage gravy and biscuits, and
a warm fruit compote! They
always include enough food in
lunch bags to last the rest of
the day.

Mason Lions Club

On Wednesday, February 11th, the
Mason Lions Club had Zone Chair Eileen
Delaney present three Lions with Around the
chevrons for their service anniversaries. District

Rev. Bill Pinches spoke about several
ministries at the First Presbyterian
Church of Mason, highlighting their trips
to assist at Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota.

Grand Ledge Lions Club

Despite the cold temperatures, GL Lions had a terrific
turnout at their second monthly Lions Club meeting
in January! Look at all these fabulous volunteers who
make their meetings so much fun. Community,
laughter, and service — couldn’t ask for better!
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Bath Township Lions Club

During a recent club meeting, Ken Robertson was
presented with his 55 year Charter Chevron.

Lion Ken is the last of his club’s Charter members and
has served the club, community and our state
association in numerous capacities over the past 55
years. Thank you, Lion Ken and Congratulations!

— with 1% Vice DG Lion Kenny Richard Kinsey.

Grand Ledge Lions Club

GL Lions president, Chuck Wriska, poses alongside January
Student of the Month, Kamsi Iweajunwa’s mother, Ogenna
Habib; Kamsi’s step-dad, Abubakar; and inspirational teacher,
Courtney McDonnell.
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Around
the

District
Durand Lions Club

The Durand Lions were honored

with a visit from our District 11-C2

Governor Aleta Cozart. DG Aleta

presented our club president Lew

Deisler with a pin from

International President A P Singh.

Lions Bear Lake Camp

I REGISTRATION IS OPEN — SUMMER 2026 AT
LIONS BEAR LAKE CAMP! £

Summer is calling... and camp is ready.

Whether your family is looking for connection, your
child is ready for independence and adventure, or
you know someone who wants to make a
difference as a staff member, now is the time.
““'Family Camps 2026

¢ Visually Impaired & Blind Family Camp — July 3-5,
2026

¢ Deaf & Hard of Hearing Family Camp — July 24—
26, 2026

A weekend to unplug, connect, and experience
camp together. Swimming, boating, climbing
tower, archery, crafts, meaningful parent sessions,
and time that truly matters.

Register for Family Camp here:
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/.../family-camp-
registrations
~Youth Camps 2026 (Ages 6-16)

e Visually Impaired & Blind Youth Camp — July 5—
11, 2026

e Deaf & Hard of Hearing Youth Camp —July 12-18,
2026

A full week of overnight camp filled with
friendships, challenge course, fishing, bonfires,

Grand Ledge Lions Club

Please join us in giving a warm Lions
welcome to our newest member, Bob
Buckley! The Grand Ledge Lions Club just
gained someone truly special. Bob brings
with him not only a heart for service, but a
life story that is nothing short of
remarkable. If you ever have the privilege
of sitting down and hearing about his
journey, you’ll walk away inspired.

team building, evening programs, and growth that
carries far beyond summer.

Register for Youth Camps here:
https://lionsbearlakecamp.portal.icamppro.com/

Leadership Development Program (Ages 15-17)
Teens ready to step into leadership roles can apply
to grow, mentor younger campers, and gain hands
on experience that builds confidence and
responsibility.

Register for Leadership Development here:
https://lionsbearlakecamp.portal.icamppro.com/

Join Our Summer Staff Team
Want to be part of something bigger? Work where
you see lives change every single week.

Apply for a staff position here:
https://www.bearlakecamp.org/index.php/home/e
mployment
Spots fill quickly every year.

If camp has been on your heart, this is your
sign.

¥ Lions Bear Lake Camp

3409 N Five Lakes Rd, Lapeer, Mi
$.810-245-0726

@info@bearlakecamp.org

Share this with a family who needs camp

this summer. v
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Bear Lake Camp Ice Plunge

Lion Steve had fabulous form before going
into the water. Always a bright smile, even
when cold. See Facebook for more Ice
Plunge photos!

Mason Lions Club

Rachel VanHouten from Girl
Scouts Heart of Michigan was
suddenly called away and was
unable to speak at Mason’s
Lions Club meeting on February
25. She will be rescheduled for
later this spring. Instead, on
behalf of the Mason Area Historical Society, Lion Doug Klein did a Black History Month presentation
on Malcolm X's time living in Mason as a teenager.

Owosso Lions Cub Club

Owosso Cubs made Valentines for

patients of Memorial Healthcare Cance
Center. These cards were certain to
brighten their day!
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Grand Ledge Lions Club

Please join us in celebrating our
Student of the Month, Alexia Sells!
The Grand Ledge Lions Club is proud
to recognize Alexia for her hard
work, dedication, and the positive
example she sets both in and out of
the classroom. Students like Alexia
remind us that the future is bright
and full of promise. Congratulations,
Alexia!

Durand Lions Club

The Durand Lions were honored with
a visit from four Byron area students
that are attending the Lions
International Convention in Hong
Kong this summer as members of the
Lions of Michigan All State Band.
Byron HS senior Mason Davis, junior
Mya Keway, U of M freshman Emma
Davis, and Byron HS sophomore Abby
Harper introduced themselves to our
club and thanked us for helping to
sponsor part of their trip. Durand
Lions president Lew Deisler presented
them with our club banner. Great
group of young folks, for sure!




READ ALL
ABOUT IT —
ONLINE!

Please be aware that the State Magazine Lion Pride (paid for by
part of your State dues) is always available by online access. We
have phased out the publication being printed, mailed, or e-
mailed. This direction is being taken due to the rising cost of
printing and postage. For easy access to your full color .pdf
version, please download the Pride online through the
www.lionsofmi.com website.

However, our Lions of Michigan District 11-C2 still plans to continue to e-mail
its monthly newsletter to all Lions in the district with a valid e-mail address.
For additions or corrections to e-mail addresses, e-mail our IT Chair at
rayrobins9998457@agmail.com. "Ray Robins" <rayrobins9998457@gmail.com>, "Ray
Robins" <RaymondLRobins@yahoo.com> The district newsletter is also available
online at District Newsletters or http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-

UPCOMING LIONS OF MICHIGAN EVENTS

May 14-16, 2026 July 3-7, 2026
MD11 Lions Convention LCI Convention
Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire Hong Kong China
& September 3 -5, 2026
T~ USA/Canada Forum
SHANTY CREEK RESORT MemphiS’ TN

Check Lions of Michigan website for updates & additional information:

www.lionsofmi.com
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Youth Camps & Exchange - Michigan, USA

The Youth Camp and Exchange (YCE) program is gearing up, and this is another update to

all clubs. We have several countries who have reached out already looking to send

exchange youths to Michigan — we desperately need host families! This is a fun

experience for your family, and for the exchange youth —it’s a great opportunity to share
our values and show what being a Lion is all about. Additional information about the
program in general is provided on the Lions of Michigan website under Youth Exchange

https://lionsofmi.com/index.php/youth-exchange

If you have any questions or would like a visit to your club to discuss the program in more

detail, please contact Lion Elvie or your YCE District Chair.
Thank you for your time!

Key details regarding the YCE Program for 2026 are as follows:

Hosting dates will be from July 16-August 6, 2026.

Designated airports are Detroit, Grand Rapids, and/or

Chicago O'Hare.

We will accept 15-20 international youths, with only one
participant per country.

The accepted age range is 15-18 years old at the time of

camp.

Invitations will be extended to Michigan Leos and youths of

the same age to join us at camp.

We propose July 27-31, 2026, as camp week. Camp cost
$350.00

WE NEED HOST FAMILIES!

For more information, please check out our Lions of Michigan website and click
Youth Exchange.

For further information, please call me at 818-800-1060 or email
epmarfil5@gmail.com

YCE District Chair 11-C2 PDG Brent Beracy bberacy@hotmail.com

Lion Elvie Marfil
YCE State Chairperson
Email: epmarvil5@gmail.com
Phone: 818-800-1060



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564944347189&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaQixWS3OZ5dEnUziI_ANb7kjXj9ZL0cnwruMDA16XAFgHFiqVkZQ2QrFvOAflNOEnooro8aPsNwFwPRF-6qDmPQ9axtOKgJS7mB2Klxq5g3qcslisB_PhwC6nvzD4rsBa1gxavCT06U8G7VUjCZdyP7HDhzfLsqANymA2AhvQV8F-89rHbhifi2aX5nUKltZJBncKEOs-2ZCHMIHvg-5mfagaXDVFcF4tE1axdbYsTfw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://lionsofmi.com/index.php/youth-exchange
mailto:epmarfil5@gmail.com
mailto:epmarvil5@gmail.com







Michigan Lions —

Take advantage of an opportunity to have
your Lions hear in-person about how to put
more of their Lions Club service on local
TV and other media to attract members.
Through June 2027, our Lions of Michigan
PR/Marketing Chair Doug Klein is
available to speak for free at your
meetings, conferences and conventions.

Lions will learn how to assemble
and use their own publicity toolkit -
a practical easy guide to crafting
compelling stories about a club's
service activities and effectively
engaging with local news media.

https:Ifrb.gy/2djy85

You may schedule a short talk for a club meeting, a longer
breakout session, or even a two-hour workshop - for free.
Just e-mail Lion Doug at dougklein@usa.net or call him at
(517) 775-8601 to check current availability and to reserve.



mailto:dougklein@usa.net

GET INSPIRED - US LIONS ROCK! YOUTUBE CHANNEL



https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFK7ZNaZ0cxMWWWgmWzYGHrxNGnCfi10I3-gxa5Z7_VciAQ6TuZ9MgtSNbVc5hfmmERPByjfXjJZHq8PYLYYmXdE3ON7stDhkdU34zxTD8N7FUPV1CvPDqtOR6J22irXX2A==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==
https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFLhL-RV79_aN-2cFXfmEWHQITJ_kx5JfWKkltxjTTbmKJlp095DSoYwbw18MIYV9b1BFqxvt86UoLWNT1jL2xb_IX93UbbLPTg==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==
https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFK7ZNaZ0cxMWWWgmWzYGHrxNGnCfi10I3-gxa5Z7_VciAQ6TuZ9MgtSNbVc5hfmmERPByjfXjJZHq8PYLYYmXdE3ON7stDhkdU34zxTD8N7FwYQyIyWgcmGeIQsoutwQbA==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==
https://6qd8bthbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vhkQgBr6PxhB0pInL8jpuvFhVd-tH_vBhZwZrG88ODP3TFxiHISvFK7ZNaZ0cxMWWWgmWzYGHrxNGnCfi10I3-gxa5Z7_VciAQ6TuZ9MgtSNbVc5hfmmERPByjfXjJZHq8PYLYYmXdE3ON7stDhkdU34zxTD8N7F0GtW1yWhrPx0241SbEQxAQ==&c=ZUSgBXEZq87bfX7lo75WOQ6A_E_POlpWjJO-p291tilM-s6e9ICH7g==&ch=8dHSOQhYi4YDS4nbNDHv6EJCTEsmOef6o7cQgZlFokxgdh2jYnCPnA==







Lions Service Spotlight: The Sowing Seeds of Hope Initiative

We are excited to invite all local Lions Clubs to join us for a high-impact service project dedicated to
biodiversity, community health, and food security. On April 8th, we will be hosting a seed sorting and
packaging event at The Quarry to give surplus seed stock a second life.

Phase 1: Be a '"Seed Scout"'

Before the event, we need your help to gather materials! Please visit your local retailers—such as Home
Depot, Lowe’s, Menards, garden centers, plant nurseries, Dollar General, Family Farm & Fleet, or
any other place that sells seeds—and ask for donations of their previous year’s seed stock (bulk or
individual packets).

Mandatory Pre-Registration: To ensure our assembly line is prepared, please email
LiamDBritton@gmail.com with the following information as soon as you have collected your seeds:

+ Common Name of the seed (seed type/variety)
¢ Seed Date (found on the packaging)

Liam will use this to prepare a master list, including the Latin Binomial for each packet!

Phase 2: The Assembly Line (April 8th)

When we gather at The Quarry, we will work together to transform these donations into community
resources.

¢ Time Commitment: Approximately 30—45 minutes (may vary based on total volume).
¢ What to Bring:

o Pens and markers for clear labeling.

o Extra rubber bands for bundling finished packets.

o Spare grocery bags to transport your finished bundles home.

The Process:

1. Labeling: Hand-writing the Common Name, Latin Binomial, and Seed Date on each new packet.

2. Packaging: Carefully measuring the seeds into their new individual parcels.

3. Sorting & Bundling: Organizing by type, rubber-banding into bundles, and preparing for
distribution to your local clubs.

Why Your Contribution Matters

These seeds are more than just items; they are a catalyst for community growth. Once you return the
bundles to your local club, you can:

¢ Support your community by donating to local seed libraries (or start your own) or starting a Lions
Donation Garden.

+ Foster environmental stewardship by partnering with local parks, nonprofits, or municipalities on
pollinator-friendly projects.

+ Enhance biodiversity at home by planting seeds to support local bees, monarchs, and other
essential pollinators.

We look forward to seeing the reach of our Lions network in action as we tumn these seeds into a flourishing
future for our communities.
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Attending a Conference or Convention
by Lion Doug Klein, APR, CTA

Participating in a Lions Club conference or convention—whether at the district, multiple district, national, or international
level—can be one of the most energizing experiences in your Lions journey. From leadership development to fresh
service ideas, these gatherings offer tremendous value for Lions Clubs that approach them with intention. Conferences
and conventions are energizing because you see the larger Lions movement in action. You’re reminded that your local
service connects to something global.

These events are also where ideas are spread. They are where struggling Lions Clubs find solutions -- and they are where
strong Lions Clubs get stronger. Set clear goals before you go. Don’t just attend—attend with purpose. Before the
event, ask yourself:

e  What does my Lions Club need right now?

e Are we trying to grow membership?

e Do we need better publicity for our service projects?

e Are we looking for new fundraising ideas?

e Do we want to strengthen leadership succession?

Write down two or three specific objectives. This will help guide you to decisions about how you spend your time,
especially when choosing breakout sessions.

Breakout sessions are often the most valuable part of a conference—but they can also be overwhelming. Multiple
sessions run at the same time, and it’s impossible to attend them all. Choose wisely by matching sessions to your Lions
Club’s needs. If your Lions Club is struggling with membership, prioritize sessions on member recruitment and retention,
engaging younger members, enhancing your meeting experience. If your Lions Club is strong but wants greater visibility,
look for sessions on public relations, social media, community partnerships, or digital storytelling.

Balance inspiration with practical skills. Some sessions are motivational. Others are tactical and instructional. Try to
attend at least one session that inspires you and at least one session that gives step-by-step tools you can implement
immediately. The best conference experience combines renewed enthusiasm with practical action steps.

Even if you are not currently a Lions Club officer, leadership training sessions can be extremely valuable. If several
members from your Lions Club attend, coordinate ahead of time. Instead of all going to the same session, split up. That
way you can increase the benefit of attendance.

Some of the greatest value happens in hallways and over meals. Introduce yourself to Lions from other Lions Clubs. Don’t
always sit together with people you already know. Ask what projects are working well in their communities and
exchange contact information. Many successful projects start with a simple conversation at a conference.

Visit exhibits and resource tables. Exhibit halls often include service project ideas, fundraising vendors, technology tools,
leadership materials, and International or Multiple District resources. Don’t rush through this area. Ask questions, collect
materials, and think about what might benefit your Lions Club back home.

Instead of writing down everything you hear, focus on specific action steps. A helpful strategy is to write each idea as:
“When | get back, | will...” This keeps your notes practical. Then, within one week review your notes and identify 2—3
ideas to present to your Lions Club. Share highlights at your next meeting and then volunteer to help implement at least
one new initiative. If nothing changes at the Lions Club level, the impact of the conference fades quickly.

A Lions conference or convention is not just an event—it is an investment in your Lions Club’s future. When you attend
with purpose, the benefits ripple far beyond the weekend—and your Lions Club, your community, and your fellow Lions
will feel the impact for months to come.

Lion Doug Klein regularly passes along tips to help your Lions Club sharpen its public relations and marketing efforts.
He has been a member of the Mason, Michigan Lions Club since he retired in 2018 as a Lansing Community College adjunct
professor of public relations, communication, business, and marketing. He is currently serving as Mason Lions Club Secretary,
District 11-C2 Public Relations/Marketing and Newsletter Chair, and MD11 State PR / Information and Marketing Chair. A
member of the Public Relations Society of America since 1983, he has held their prestigious APR designation (Accreditation in
Public Relations) since 1996. He was inducted into the American Marketing Association’s national honorary Alpha Mu Alpha
in 2012. Contact him with any public relations or marketing questions at (517) 775-8601 or at dougklein@usa.net by email.



mailto:dougklein@usa.net

