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From the desk of the Governor

WOW! What a weekend!

| waited to pen my article for this newsletter until
after my first official district cabinet meeting -- and it
was a great start to a great Lions weekend! If you
were unable to attend that meeting on Saturday
August 23 in St. Johns, you missed a fabulous
breakfast. We had a lot of business to cover in this
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DG Aleta Cozart 989-277-2833  first cabinet meeting of the Lions year, and so itran a

gonehunting35@yahoo.com little Iong

Later that same Saturday afternoon, PDG Carl and | visited the Vermontville
Lions Club for their celebration of "Sweet Gene" Fisher being inducted into
the Hall of Fame. The Ice Cream Social they put on was well received and
many connections were made.

We finished our Saturday watching our grandsons playing football -- and
watching our children help their children learn sportsmanship, leadership,
and volunteering. Still wearing my Lions garb, | caught the attention of a
former Lions member from another district. Who knows, we might just
recruit a retuning member for another district!

Finally, the day after -- on Sunday -- we went to be with a fellow Lion as she
grieved for her dear mother. We found out that her mom shared the name
of another Lion’s stepmother. Her mom also shared the same birth year as
my mom!

BTW - At the cabinet meeting, | forgot to announce that | want to continue
with PDG Carl's "Melvin Jones' Club Challenge 100." See the flyer in this
newsletter. We will also soon be adding an additional individual challenge,
so keep your eyes out for more information in the next newsletter.

Please note: When our new "Melvin Jones' Individual Challenge 10" starts up, those individuals
that made individual donations at the cabinet meeting can ask me to change the status of how
they are added to LCIF. Just shoot me an email or text and let me know you donated that day.
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Around the
District

District 11-C2 Cabinet Meetings

Here are a few photos of our first
District Cabinet meeting of the 2025-
2026 year! It was held the morning
of Saturday, August 23rd at the Main
Street Cafe, in downtown St. Johns.
Please be sure to RSVP to Cabinet
Secretary Lion Denise Temple at
tsjellyboo@aol.com for all upcoming
cabinet meetings:

e October 25, 2025 9:30am District
Cabinet Meeting at Delhi Café,
Holt

e January 17, 2026 9:00am District
Cabinet Meeting at Perry VFW

e March 13 and 14, 2026
Celebration of Service / District
Business Meeting

e April 24,2026 5:00pm District
Cabinet Meeting at Dutch Hollow,
Durand

Lions Bear Lake Camp
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Laingsburg and Ovid Lions Clubs

Laingsburg Lions Club held its annual Family Steak Dinner Night at Bates Scout Park.
While club members and guests enjoyed a delicious steak dinner, the club proudly
presented two donations totaling $7,000—funds primarily raised during the August 9 joint
golf outing co-hosted by the Laingsburg Lions Club and the Lions Club of Ovid, MI. Chad
McCann, representing the Lions of Michigan Foundation, and Traci Tribley, representing
the Lions Bear Lake Camp, were both present to accept the donations on behalf of their
respective organizations. The Laingsburg and Ovid Lions Clubs would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to Pine Hills Golf Course for hosting the golf outing. They are also
deeply grateful to all the participating teams, as well as the many businesses who
sponsored holes or donated raffle prizes—their support made this event a success.
Terry Fraidenburg, chair of the golf outing, had the honor of presenting the donation
checks.

Around the
District

Ovid Lions Club

Our Lions love to
partner with the Ovid- st. Johns Lions Club

Elsie school district for
a community project SAVE THE DATE: St. Johns
' Lions Club will hold a

Thanks to some fundran  Aoclebec
AMAZING teachers, undraiser at Applebee’s
on October 15. Please

administrators and the )
make sure to put this on

athletic department, L
they are working to your calendar and invite
create a Marauder your family and friends to
Spirit closet! Thank you participate. A flyer (above)
will be posted on social

to local libraries for :
. media as we get closer to
also being drop off
the date.

locations!
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St. Johns Lions Club

Duane Witter PDG, who spearheaded the Lions food trailer fundraiser, makes comments
about his fundraising efforts. Other members pose proudly at the ribbon cutting for the new
food trailer on August 27 for their new food trailer. The trailer debt is fully paid thanks to the
corporate, Lions, and memorial sponsors.

Around
the District

St. Johns Lions Club

Lions Carrie Hartenburg and Gloria Carnicom from the St. Johns Lions Club had the privilege of
presenting a check to The Basic Needs Center on behalf of Lions of Michigan District 11-C2.
They also presented the club’s annual donation to the organization to Pastor Jim Pearl of St.
Johns Lutheran Church; who serves as board president of The Basic Needs Center. Lion Carrie
Hartenburg and Pastor Jim Pearl pose in front of The Basic Needs Center.
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Vermontville Lions Club

Vermontville Lions serving ice cream to the Durand Lions Club
community to celebrate the Hall of Fame Lion Andy Zick helping distribute Child ID kits on
induction of their beloved “Sweet Gene.” National Night Out August 5 in Durand.

Grand Ledge Lions Club

Congratulations to Sarah Martinez! She is the lucky
winner of the Grand Ledge Lions Club John Deere Lawn
Tractor Raffle! A big thank you to everyone who
purchased tickets and supported the raffle — every dollar
helps serve the community.

Around the District

Durand Lions Club

The Durand Lions were helping
out at the July 26 Durand Area
Chicken BBQ to help raise funds
for the Durand Education
Foundation.




Grand Ledge Lions Club

Happy 90th Birthday, Lion Gene Ringel! We
celebrate a truly remarkable member of the
Grand Ledge Lions Club. Gene has served as

Club President, and for many, many years was The St. Johns Lions Club was a sponsor of the
the talented editor behind our newsletter— St. Johns Police Department’s “National Night
keeping our members informed, connected, Out” event. Despite a little rain, it was a busy

and inspired. “Your dedication, leadership, and evening. The team served popsicles to a
kindness have left an indelible mark on our club never ending line of happy customers.

and community. Thank you for all you’ve given,
Gene—and may this milestone year be filled

with joy, laughter, and love.” Around the
District

St. Johns Lions Club

Ovid Lions Club

Come join the Ovid Lions Club
for a delicious and filling
pancake breakfast during

Carriage Days. It's a GREAT
way to start the day and
proceeds will be used for the
Halloween Party this year!
Don't forget they serve TANG,
still used on NASA flights
today.




St. Johns Lions Club

Here are pictures of
Lions with "Elvis” up at
a recent concert — St.
Johns “Music in the
Park.”

District 11-C2 Hunger Committee

Lions Jenny Stromlund and Karen Ketola from the Lions of Michigan
District 11-C2 Hunger Committee present “loose change” checks to Lions
Gloria Carnicom and Carrie Hartenburg of the St. Johns Lions Club and
Lion Blaine Lafler of the St. Louis-Alma Lions Club at the August 23
District 11-C2 cabinet meeting.

Around
the District

In need of
your photos
and captions.




Owosso L:ions Club

MD-11 Council Chair Becky Hamilton inducted the new Owosso Lions Club 2025-26 leadership.

Vermontville Lions Club

Past District Governor Carl Cozart, District Governor
Aleta Cozart, and Lions of Michigan Hall of Fame
inductee Lion Gene "Sweet Gene" Fisher at the 2025
Vermontville Lions Ice Cream Social.

Around
the District

Ovid Lions Club

Check out Ovid’s new donation box
outside their hall! Donations of used
eyeglasses and hearing aids are greatly
appreciated and will be cleaned and
refurbished and it is also a drop off
used American flags for proper
disposal. Thank you to Dan Martin of
Rockstar Graphix, LLC for doing such a
wonderful job on the wrap!




IPCC Terri Ann Pease-Huffman
passes the gavel to incoming Council
Chair Becky Hamilton at the first
Lions of Michigan Council of
Governors meeting of the 2025-2026
year.

Our District Governor Aleta Cozart
was named "Tail Twister" of the
Council of Governors at their meeting
on August 1, 2025.
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READ ALL ABOUT IT — ONLINE!

Please be aware that starting with the June 2025 issue of the
State Magazine Lion Pride (paid for by part of your State dues) is
now available by online access only. It will not be printed, mailed

or e-mailed. This decision has been made due to the rising cost
of publishing and postage. For your full color .pdf version, please
access the Pride online through the www.lionsofmi.com website.

However, our Lions of Michigan District 11-C2 plans to continue to e-mail its monthly newsletter
to all Lions in the district with a valid e-mail address. For additions or corrections to e-mail
addresses, e-mail our editor at dougklein@usa.net. The district newsletter is also available online
at District Newsletters or http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php.

UPCOMING LIONS OF MICHIGAN EVENTS

September 18-20, 2025 February 27-28, 2026
Strides Walk Lions Michigan Forum
USA/Canada Forum Kalamazoo Delta Hotel
Atlantic City, NJ
May 14-16, 2026
MD11 Lions Convention,
Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire

October 3-4, 2025
2nd Council of Governors Meeting

November 6-9, 2025 — NEW!
Emerging Lions Institute
MacMullen Center, Roscommon
December 5-6, 2025

3rd Council of Governors Meeting
Mount Pleasant, Ml

July 3-7, 2026
LCI Convention
Hong Kong China

September 3 -5, 2026
USA/Canada Forum
Memphis, TN

Check Lions of Michigan website for updates & additional information:

www.lionsofmi.com
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NOTE NEW DATE — MORE INFO TO COME
Sunday, October 26, 2025 at 1:00 PM

ANOTE FROM PDG TOM DOYLE, OD:

One of the tenets of the Lions is preservation of sight. Diabetic
retinopathy is a leading cause of blindness in this nation. Your
club can help in the fight against this vision-robbing disease.

Through the Tri-County Office on Aging and MSU Extension we
can provide intensive education for diabetic and prediabetic
patients. Often, they may feel confused or lost by the sheer
amount of information they have to consider.

The larger healthcare system cannot offer the clear and comprehensive training that Lions can
now help to provide. The class is called PATH and it is a 6 week program to allow patients to

better understand the ins and outs of their health care, especially as it relates to diabetes.

To help your own community members, all your club needs to do is find a suitable facility
for 6 weeks of use — preferably at no charge. Then, contact me, so we can set up your
club’s partnership with Tri-County or MSU Extension. Your club’s biggest job after that is
publicizing the event in your area churches, doctors’ offices, pharmacies, urgent care
offices, etc.

Right now, our District 11-C2 account has some funds to pay for these types of events.
The St. Louis/Alma Lions Club recently completed one in their community that was an
enormous success. Call me, Dr. Tom Doyle, at (517) 881-9684 if you have questions. Then,
email me to arrange for a PATH class in your community at tomdoyle1225@gmail.com.
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“It’s a tremendous contribution to humanity and to the
legacy of our founder, Melvin Jones.”

The Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) is the
backbone of the Lions Clubs International
Foundation. It is presented to individuals who
donate $1,000 to LCIF or to people for whom a
donation was made by others.

Your Lions Club can also now participate in District 11-C2’s “Melvin Jones
Challenge 100.” Do it at your next meeting by contributing $100 from
your Club with a check made out to “District 11-C2,” and send it to DG
Aleta Cozart, 215 N. Shiawassee Street, P.O. Box 362, Bancroft, Ml 48414.

(Do not send to LCIF or LMSF, please.)

Put your Club in the running to be selected in this special Challenge. Get
your chance to be able to have the District award a Melvin Jones
Fellowship to the person your Club chooses. For every ten clubs
participating, the District Governor will randomly select one Club to
designate a recipient for a District application.



FROM THE LIONS GLOBAL ACTION TEAM:

The first Week of Service is coming October 4-12, and it’s focused on mental health and
well-being. This is an opportunity for Lions Clubs everywhere to amplify our global impact
and lead visible, meaningful service that meets a real and rising need in our communities.

If your club hasn’t started planning, now’s the time. We've created tools to make it easy,
available to download at https://bitly/3DYsMxz

@ Mental Health and Well-Being Service Resource

i

Serving Your Cause Project Planner

i

Club and Community Needs Assessment

q

Lions Quest for youth engagement

i

Advocacy Toolkit for education and awareness events
#LionsForMentalHealth
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Lions Club International Foundation Club Coordinator

In the past couple of years, we've been hearing talk about a new position in our Lions Clubs: Club
LCIF Coordinator. Each club is being asked to name someone to fill this position.

So, you ask, what does an LCIF Club Coordinator do? Here's what the Club Coordinator flyer says:
As a Coordinator, you will serve as your club's ambassador for Lions Clubs International Foundation.
You share stories about LCIF programs, motivate others to support LCIF, and enable the foundation
to advance its humanitarian work in your community. Because of your leadership skills and
demonstration of the philanthropic and humanitarian service ideals of LCIF, we are able to create a
better world.

Here are the basic areas of responsibility:

Awareness and Partner Recognition

e  Conduct annual fundraising event for LCIF

e  Conduct annual recognition event to recognize MJFs in your club

Identify Potential Donors and Partners
e Identify members in your club with the capacity and interest to support LCIF
e Identify local businesses with the potential to partner with your club to support LCIF

Facilitate Support

e  Assist with the submission of LCIF donations, MJF forms, and other recognition applications
e Serve as your club’s expert on available LCIF recognition programs

e Assist with the presentation and reception of recognition items

How do you learn what you're supposed to do? Coming up in future newsletters we'll have

information on how to get the knowledge you need to carry out your responsibilities. In the

meantime, you can get started by

e  Exploring the LCIF section of the LCl website:
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/Icif

e  Search for the document Icif613a and read it (it will download automatically)

e If you have questions or would like training, contact me — I'll be the District LCIF Coordinator
through June 30, 2028. You can reach me at KarenRoutson@yahoo.com.

Many thanks to Lions who have stepped up to be LCIF Club Coordinators! I'm looking forward to
working with you to promote the great work that LCIF does around the world!

PDG Karen Routson
District 11-C2 LCIF Coordinator
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each tour included the opportunity to give back to the community
where the band was performing.

positions in the association, including Club President and Secretary,
Zone Chair, Deputy District Governor, and District Governor. He has
also served on and chaired multiple Lions committees, including
Membership Development and Retention, Welcome Homes for the
Blind, and Leadership Development. Gene is a Melvin Jones Fellow,
and he has received numerous forms of recognition for his Lions
service, including the S.A. Dodge Award, the Multiple District 11 Lions
highest honor.

In addition to his work with the Lions, Gene is very active in his
church and serving his community in other ways. He served as the
President of the Alumni Association at Maple Valley Schools for 25
years; he was the Historical Society Chair for 10 years; he has been
involved with the Vermontville Syrup Festival for 68 years, serving as
both President and Vice President as well as being in charge of the
children's parade; he was an active leader for Boy Scouts for 15 years,
serving as Scoutmaster for a time; he was the President of the Maple
Valley Band Boosters; he served as Treasurer for the PTO; he served
as the Community Calendars Chairman for 6 years; he was the
chairman of the D.A.R.E program for 16 years, which is a 15-week
program for all 6th Grade students at Maple Valley Schools; he
served as a mentor for 5th and 6th grade students; he as the
announcer for Maple Valley Varsity Football Games for 5 years; he
helped with community baskets for 22 years; he helped organize the
Maple Valley Scholarship Funds; he helped design and build a stage,
barn, floats, benches, ramps, and other needs for the community,
including the pavilion in Vermontville; and he enjoyed playing Santa
Claus for the Vermontville Village and making maple syrup for the
Maple Manor.

Gene would often be seen taking people in the community to medical
appointments, delivering food, and assisting people with other needs.
He initiated several important local community programs, including
Senior Citizens Night, Las Vegas Night, the Youth Exchange Program,
Youth Day for Michigan Week, and Lions Kids' Night, whereby Lions
bring their children to the meeting once a year to eat dinner and
socialize with club members.



Now with two new sections on Lions Spokesperson Coaching and B-Roll Support!




March
13th-14th 2026

Comstock Inn
300 E Main St.
Owosso, M| 48867
989-725-0999

“District 11-C2" Discounted Room Rates: $109

Deadline to Reserve Room at the discounted price is 02/13/2026 If
requesting a handicap room please reserve early.






, 4 6 8 Who do we appreciate?

Sunday, September 28"
2 p.m. Social/ 3 p.m. Dinner for $20

Dutch Hollow Golf Course

8500 E. Lansing Road, Durand

Please RSVP:
Council Chair Becky Hamilton 517-614-4432















Be Part of a Local “Round-Up” Story
by Lion Doug Klein, APR, CTA

A few months ago, one of our local television reporters interviewed our Lions Club and the local Kiwanis
Club about the challenges of attracting new members to our community organizations. Shortly
thereafter, a quarterly local magazine approached us for help in doing a similar piece to include all four of
our local service clubs. A copy of that is attached to this article.

Ill

These are examples of what they call “round-up” stories -- journalistic pieces that combine multiple
related subjects, events, services, or topics into one larger article or TV segment. Instead of covering just
one club’s activity, your club may be mentioned along with your local Rotary, Kiwanis, or Optimist clubs,
as in the attached print article. Think of it as a collaborative floodlight, rather than a solo spotlight.

A “round-up” also may highlight several efforts around a common theme (like “Back-to-School
Volunteering Events” or “Local Groups Responding to Wildfire Relief”). Such a round-up may have your
Lions Club mentioned along with a school PTA, a neighborhood church group, a boy scout troop, or
another community organization.

A local news station might air a segment about “How Local Groups Are Giving Back This Holiday Season”,
where they show short clips or photos from each group’s efforts. For an August piece, your Lions Club
could appear briefly with a quick visual or mention like: “The Laingsburg Lions Club provided over 200
backpacks to students in need.”

To be featured in a round-up, you should:
e Craft a press release or media pitch that’s tailored to get you included in a round-up story.
e Send your press release or event info early.
e Frame your activity in context with a broader cause (e.g. education, disaster relief, hunger).
e Mention any upcoming service or milestone impact (like “100 meals delivered” or “50 years of
service”).
e Offer photos or video clips — news outlets love visuals.

Journalists love stories that align with current events or trends. Your geographic area is prominent --
showing a united community effort. You get broader reach: more groups = more people sharing = more
eyeballs on the story. If it fits, you can use strategic framing to tie into Lions International global causes.

Don't just wait for the news media. Repurpose the round-up across other platforms by posting your
round-up on:

e Facebook (as a community highlight)

e Instagram (carousel of each group’s contribution)

e LinkedIn (framed as a leadership story)

e Club Website or Newsletter

e District or Multiple District Communications

(See an example on the following pages.)

Lion Doug Klein regularly passes along tips (aided by Al) to help your Lions Club sharpen its public relations and marketing efforts.
He has been a member of the Mason, Michigan Lions Club since he retired in 2018 as a Lansing Community College adjunct professor
of public relations, communication, business, and marketing. He is currently serving as Mason Lions Club Secretary, District 11-C2
Public Relations Chair, and MD11 State PR / Information and Marketing Chair. A member of the Public Relations Society of America
since 1983, he has held their prestigious APR designation (Accreditation in Public Relations) since 1996. He was inducted into the
American Marketing Association’s national honorary Alpha Mu Alpha in 2012. Contact him with any public relations or marketing
questions at (517) 775-8601 or at dougklein@usa.net by email.







Mason Lions Club members help beautify the town by
planting geraniums on the State Street bridge yearly.






