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CONVENTION SEASON!   
 

I forgot since last year how busy this 
season is -- whew!  As a District 
Governor on the State Council of 
Governors, I am invited to all the district conventions  in 
Michigan.  Needless to say, I have not made them all, but 
I am very happy to report that (with Council Chair 
Becky's help) I have done more than I expected. 

 

Contents: 
 

• Lions Club News from 
Around the District 

• Upcoming Lions 
Events and Programs 

• State Convention in 
Bellaire with the 
International President 

• Your Presentation to 
Community Groups 

• Bear Lake Camp 
Sponsorships 

 

 

 
 

 

Bit of Wisdom

Once again, thanks to my team for coming through.  As always, a shout out to 
IPDG Carl for driving me to several of those conventions.  It is nice to see how 
different districts celebrate their accomplishments and honor the Lions they have 
lost. (I am certain we have the best celebration of service though, because we 
have the best team.)  
 

I appreciate all the participation and help with our last district cabinet meeting in 
Durand. From Lion Kay and her beautiful handiwork to Lion Dick and his fabulous 
cake (and to all my team – in handling the business of the meeting), I think it 
went very well.  
 

A special thank you to Lion Tom Doyle for all his hard work on our district’s 
screening and educational projects for diabetes prevention and awareness. 
 

I am working hard at finishing strong.  We are still looking for assistance to 
further these remaining initiatives, so any help clubs can bring is appreciated: 

• THE HUNGER GRANT MATCHING FUNDS FOR A 

REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER AT HELPING HANDS  

• BUILDING NEW LIONS CLUBS IN THE LANSING AREA 

• LCIF DONATIONS (from both clubs and members) 
 
 

 2025-2026 District Officers 
 

Governor: Lion Aleta Cozart 

1st Vice Gov.: Lion Kenny Kinsey 

2nd Vice Gov.: Lion Chuck Vasilion 

Secretary: Lion Denise Temple 

Treasurer: Lion Robert Phillips 

IPDG: Lion Carl Cozart 
 

2025-2026 Zone Chairs 
 

R1‐Z1: Lion David Grimes 

R1‐Z2: Lion Carl Cozart  

R2‐Z1: Lion Blaine Lafler 

R2‐Z2: Lion Curtis Sonnenberg 

R3‐Z1: Lion Mark Jorgenson J 

R3‐Z2: Lion Eileen Delaney  

R4‐Z1: Lion Chrissy Andre 

 

Places of Interest: 

Lion PRIDE State Magazine 

District Web Site  

Past District Newsletters 

Lions of Michigan Foundation  

Lions of Michigan 

Lions Clubs International 

Lions of Michigan YouTube Channel 
 

mailto:gonehunting35@yahoo.com
https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/lionpride
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
https://www.lmsf.net/
http://lionsofmi.com/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en
http://www.lionsofmi.tv/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Johns Lions Club 
 

Four members of the St. Johns Lions Club traveled to 
Dutch Hollow Golf Course in Durand on April 24 for a 
Lions of District 11-C2 Cabinet meeting.  It was the 
fourth and final meeting of the fiscal year for current 
District Governor Aleta Cozart who has been an 
inspiring leader.  Next year, Lion Kenny Kinsey 1VDG 
assumes the role of District Governor. There was a 
good turnout, delicious food, and a lot of helpful 
information shared.  Pictured below (L-R): Lions Carrie 
Hartenburg, Kenny Kinsey 1VDG (standing), Marilyn 
Witter, and Duane Witter PDG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eaton Rapids Lions Club 
ER Lions were back at Family Fare 
collecting for White Cane and asking 
people to please consider a donation 
so we can continue helping the 
visually impaired.  
 

 

…at the District 11-C2 Cabinet Meeting in Durand on April 24, 2026 
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557742273698&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZAKVz02Q_uXg66F6L47HedLiz1PhI775hw_NqxTsmSgQPkQrT1m8FGUnbzIJHOqKVFZd3pfpfUe9l9lQYdcI_hB-bbftO6L-7eMNb0vP7gePUYrv5siEfd-hUJHJc3T06AEnxQdMTOhnpn2ojCiH4bKsZgAOfsa-Bh46FxVsGexygifwj40rCQF0HrGzlbMjxzFEr2sfO5BiW_P5BIK4AUYCNhBviWKfG-aGdJdqmiAA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Durand Lions Club at Durand Hometown Days 
 

 

Vermontville Lions Club 

Vermontville Lions 
honoring our 
veterans for the 
America 250 
Semiquincentennial 
Celebration in the 
Vermontville Syrup 
Festival Parade. 

  
 

 

 

St. Johns Lions Club 
 

Members of the St. Johns Lions Club 
had a lot of fun at Culver’s of DeWitt 
on Monday, April 13, participating in 
the “Share Night” fundraiser. Thank 
you to servers: Lions Pauline Baert, 
Laurie Blackmer, Jeff & LuAnn 
Cannell, Kim Chapko, and Bob & 
Gwyn Jansen, and to our onsite 
coordinator, Lion Nancy Presocki.  
 

Thank you also to the other Lions Club members who showed up with their family, friends, and 
neighbors to support this fundraiser. There were a lot customers throughout the evening who were 
generous with their tips. It was especially busy between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. with daddy’s and their 
beautifully dressed daughters who stopped by Culver’s before heading off to a daddy-daughter 
dance. A big THANK YOU to Culver’s of DeWitt for supporting our club. Money raised will help fund 
the $500 community service scholarships we award to two deserving St. Johns High School seniors. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/295967441655/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZqIVPIVA6HGEHf9jpoS6eR6e0S9YQpa_SiFEov90pjXSQl9hrDyGj8jTimkoFGufj2hSjklIu4eZD3lyd4gzpQ6Klf1cHUpNk6OvmFknB81BV9v8HucShhfupU54KDUZftaov3kzKWWyoFKSE9Rz99LSMuyo03-CIwG3xGHfTusCV6PPtIer--A7-j3ndaXRK9tQoovOiGgPT1dJKdYHLRcrunT0Bqt-PqJeHrYLguzQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


  

Lions of Michigan District 11-C2 
 

A fundraiser for Lions Bear Lake Camp was held in Grand Ledge on April 3, 2026.  
This great event featured dinner, a silent auction, raffles, and fun! 
 

Thanks for 
hosting 

Grand Ledge! 

https://www.facebook.com/11C2Lions?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZRHA7OkSCw2XsFNKUgjEELcxw1TIM5h1_ze7cdfIHctdauggu4R05eRwMqDqXomoHE8euaHF__RV6FlsjtdysPWM1NUAD8kbqJuSHchZ1MPUHx6b0L_LcrkF4RDJUHgAeRbvB5VYPHK2DYCi9Q8e7hwM5xPgAybHFjxHfnju3PNlmBJPcxY9uBwW8HzEyi--s&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/lionsbearlakecamp?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZRHA7OkSCw2XsFNKUgjEELcxw1TIM5h1_ze7cdfIHctdauggu4R05eRwMqDqXomoHE8euaHF__RV6FlsjtdysPWM1NUAD8kbqJuSHchZ1MPUHx6b0L_LcrkF4RDJUHgAeRbvB5VYPHK2DYCi9Q8e7hwM5xPgAybHFjxHfnju3PNlmBJPcxY9uBwW8HzEyi--s&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mason Lions Club 
 

Rachel VanHouten of Girl Scouts Heart of 
Michigan spoke with members of the Mason 
Lions Club on Wednesday, April 22 at 
Bestsellers Extra. She noted that Mason has 
about 130 girls in the Girl Scouts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service work with great Lions and the Kidney Foundation on 
April 22 at Catholic Charities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DeWitt Lions Club 
 

Four members of the DeWitt Breakfast Lions Club 
participated in the health screening on April 22 at 
Catholic Charities: Lions Sharon DeBar, Mae 
Luchetti, George Walter, and Tom Doyle. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Here are a couple events that Hartland Lions Club 
worked for Environment Week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleaning up Settlers Park in Hartland -- pictured 
Left to Right:Lion Larry Ciofu, Lion Angela Yarber 
and PDG Kurt Stromlund  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PDG Kurt Stromlund working a Earth Day Expo 
collecting glasses  
 

Laingsburg Lions Club 
 

Laingsburg Lions Club Chicken Dinner is 
almost here! Preorders are accepted 
through Thursday. Scan the QR code or 
click the link below to reserve your 
meals before they’re gone. This is a 
drive-thru event at the Laingsburg ECEC 
located at 320 E. Grand River Rd., 
making pickup quick and easy for 
everyone. Your support helps the Lions 
continue serving our community. See 
you next Saturday!  
Preorder: 
https://forms.gle/hDsLy68bCrKfbkc17 

 

https://forms.gle/hDsLy68bCrKfbkc17?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbmp1MGNSc0NldHI3OWlGdHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR40gUT2JcKdrgruT2BxKCJkO4tO_hZZ8hm0Llx5U7n2fRAqlE7zTpWVsIg9Jg_aem_m14MhhaBzkYGSJH2RcVBpQ


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Eaton Rapids Lions Club 
 

ER Lions Gettin-It-Done!! 
Great job Lions! Thank 
you for keeping the 
community clean! 

Grand Ledge Lions Club 
 

Congratulations to Jade Queen!  The 
Grand Ledge Lions are proud to 
recognize Jade as our Student of the 
Month! Your remarkable skills, 
dedication, and hard work truly set you 
apart.  We are excited to see all the 
amazing things you will accomplish in the 
future—this is only the beginning! Keep 
shining and inspiring those around you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…out and about with the Grand Ledge 
Lions Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owosso Lions Club 
 

This fantastic group of Lions logged a total of 
24 volunteer hours on April 18. They started 
the day cooking breakfast and packing 
lunches. Then they moved to the other side of 
town and screened lots of kids eyes for 
Project Kid Sight.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Johns Lions Club 
 

Lions Nancy Presocki, Bonnie Smith, John & Sue Triantaflos, Duane & Marilyn Witter, Pauline Baert, 
Nancy Baker, Laurie Blackmer, LuAnn Cannell, Dean Hartenburg, Cheryl Hickey, Bob & Gwyn Jansen, 

Kenny Kinsey, Gloria Carnicom (project lead), Kim Chapko, Lannie Fisher, Carrie Hartenburg doing 
White Cane in their community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mason Lions Club 
 

Lions Tracy Temple, Karen Routson, Jeff Routson, and Kay Olson were with 
the Mason Lions Club Mason, Mi. at the Spring Fling Courthouse Show in 
downtown Mason on Saturday, May 2, 2026. They helped the community 
know more about Leader Dog, Eversight, Braille Transcription, Bear Lake 
Camp and other state causes. It was fun, but very COLD!  

 

 

Durand Lions Club 
 

Lions Kent, Becky, Ted, and Kathy are pictured here with 
Pastor John White of the Village Bible Church in Byron. 
Durand Lions held a food collection at their April 9 meeting 
and dropped the food off at the church's pantry.  
WE SERVE! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vermontville Lions Club 
 

It is very important that 
our Great Vermontville 
Community understand 
that Lions Club members 
from communities around 
us came to the Festival to 
serve our Vermontville 
Community. It would not 
be appropriate if we 
neglected to mention 
these great Lions and their 
home clubs (if I miss 
anyone it is not intentional!): 
Olivet Lions Club - Chuck 
and Irene Vasilion, 
Charlotte Lions Club - John 
Messner, Eaton Rapids 
Lions Club - Liam Britton 
and Brandi Epler, Ashley 
Lions Club - Brent Beracy 

Grand Ledge Lion Club - Dick and Judy.  Thank you 
so much for making sure the Chicken Dinner and 
the 50/50 fundraisers were successful! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    St. Johns Lions Club  
 

It was a sunny day for the St. Johns Lions Club Adopt-A-
Highway spring roadside cleanup. It started off in the low 
30’s temperature-wise at 8:00 a.m. but quickly warmed 
up. It was a grueling morning as a team of nine people 
slogged through wet grass to pick up rain-soaked trash 
that was heavier than usual. Five people covered the 
north end of Business 27, and four people covered the 
south end. A project that usually takes less than two 
hours to complete took three full hours. A total of 22  
full bags of trash were picked up. The most lucrative item found was a $1 bill that survived heavy 
rain. The most unusual item found was a fuzzy antler from someone’s vehicle. Maybe they ran over 
Rudolph. Thanks to a great team of workers, including Nancy Baker and her sister, Sue, Laurie 
Blackmer, Jeff & LuAnn Cannell, Gloria Carnicom, Kim Chapko, Lannie Fisher, and Rebekah Snyder.  
Lion Lannie Fisher, who has coordinated the club’s Adopt-A-Highway project for decades, is 
stepping down from that position and officially handed over the baton, or in this case a trash 
picker, to Lion Kim Chapko. Thank you, Lion Lannie, for your long-time commitment.  

 

District 11-C2 Lions Clubs 

Lions in Eaton County hosted a "Lions Gathering 
at the Quarry" near Charlotte on Wednesday, 
April 8th kicking off a season of service and 
fundraising for the Helping Hands Food Pantry 
with all of Lions of Michigan District 11-C2.  

Many mid-Michigan Lions Clubs sent delegates 
to join in learning about E2TUG, the Charlotte  
Food Pantry, and the Lions Clubs International 
Foundation Hunger Grant. 

SAVE THE DATE! Look for information on a 
celebratory fundraising dinner to be held on 
Friday, September 25, 2026, at the Charlotte 
Senior Center! 

Mason Lions Club 
 

Lions Dar and Amber VanAntwerp sort 
eyeglass cases for a new display of how 
to reuse empty cases for personal care 
and storage projects. The display was 
presented for the first time at the Lions 
booth at the Mason Spring Fling Show. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079681252999&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZawCp9rkSGJFbJ5lA7G7bd0R_h6zGgHybRVCEzYZlJs9UO8vpqYM0BKA5-arqVxWTaSXCqXX7xaaMmnpyk_CXH1g9T-xoDmSsGOwINrZ7t0aXgCXtPRBtK63N1xKEYyXfxbKcXdDXdBKmj4AW3Vq-cRkKMToT2MQJPTU_lX75bLm_lYurVB57GFLcWxhRLYpGuH8NSQkMg_Du2sy6QEjsNTRcVei6fG6XoasxbspXFtyQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mason Lions Club 

On April 24, 2026, as part of Mason's annual "Celebrate Community" project, the Mason Lions Club joined 
together with their local Optimist Club, Kiwanis Club, and Rotary Club to commemorate Arbor Day and the 
250th anniversary of our country’s independence.  Each club purchased an American Elm to represent an 
“America 250 Liberty Tree” in tribute to the trees of the 18th century that served as rallying places for colonists 
protesting British rule.  Each tree is planted in a local park that that club has helped revitalize in some way. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
READ ALL   
  ABOUT IT – 
    ONLINE! 

Please be aware that the State Magazine Lion Pride (paid for by 
part of your State dues) is always available by online access. We 

have phased out the publication being printed, mailed, or e-
mailed. This direction is being taken due to the rising cost of 
printing and postage. For easy access to your full color .pdf 

version, please download the Pride online through the 
www.lionsofmi.com website. 

 

However, our Lions of Michigan District 11-C2 still plans to continue to e-mail 
its monthly newsletter to all Lions in the district with a valid e-mail address. 

For additions or corrections to e-mail addresses, e-mail our IT Chair at 
rayrobins9998457@gmail.com .   "Ray Robins" <rayrobins9998457@gmail.com>, "Ray 

Robins" <RaymondLRobins@yahoo.com> The district newsletter is also available 
online at District Newsletters or http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-

6.php. 
 

 

UPCOMING LIONS OF MICHIGAN EVENTS 

 
May 14-16, 2026 

MD11 Lions Convention 
 Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
July 3-7, 2026 

LCI Convention  
Hong Kong China 

 
 

September 3 - 5, 2026  
USA/Canada Forum  

Memphis, TN 

 

Check Lions of Michigan website for updates & 
additional information: 

www.lionsofmi.com 
 

http://www.lionsofmi.com/
mailto:rayrobins9998457@gmail.com
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
http://www.e-district.org/sites/11c2/page-6.php
http://www.lionsofmi.com/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
MD 11 Convention May 14-16, 2026 

Lakeview Hotel,  
Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire 

 
 

Thursday, May 14, 2026, 6:00 p.m. 
Convention Kick-off Picnic Cellar 1914, 5833 
Shooks Rd, Central Lake Charlevoix Lions 

Club famous grilled chicken dinner! Beverages 
available at Cellar 1914. Meet in front of hotel 
at 5:30 to carpool or arrive on your own. Cost: 

$20/person 
 

Friday, May 15, 2026 
9:00 a.m. Council of Governors Meeting  

9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Exhibitor’s Hall Open 
10:00 a.m. Grass River Nature Area Tour 

Enjoy a guided tour at the Grass River Natural 
Area is a 1,502-acre nature preserve surrounding 

the Grass River, located in the heart of Antrim 
County. Cost: $10/person 

1:15 p.m. District Governor-Elect  
2026-2027 Planning Meeting 

 

Friday Breakout Sessions  
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 2:00 Hear What’s New at\ 
 Leader Dogs for the Blind 

3:00 Skegemog Raptor Center  
featuring raptor ambassadors 

 

Welcome Reception –  
Renaissance Themed Evening 6:00 p.m. 

Dress in your medieval finest and 
 Prepare to be Merry! 

A banquet feast and entertainment 
 await you in the banquet hall 

 

9:30 p.m. HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN - 
Continue the Merriment! 

 

Saturday, May 16, 2026 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Exhibitor’s Hall Open 
 

8:30 a.m. Awards Breakfast 
Special Guest Speaker  

Lion Hayley Laskowski, Board Member, 
Michigan Ski for Light 

10:30 a.m. Business Session 
Featuring LCI updates from President Singh and 
news from around our state with updates from 

our State Project leaders 
 
 

Saturday Breakout Sessions  
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. Women in Leadership –  
Join us for a panel discussion from leaders in the 

field! PID Esther LaMothe, PID Jenny Ware, Council 
Chair-Elect Cheryl Anderson. Invited: PID Sangeeta 

Jatia, LCI guest 

3:00 p.m. When there’s a need, there’s a Lion! 

Learn how to successfully apply for a Community 
Grant, available to all Lions Clubs – one of the many 

grants available through LCI 
] 

 
 

S.A. Dodge Awards Banquet 
5:30 p.m. - 6:40 p.m. Cocktail Reception 

honoring S.A. Dodge Recipients 
5:30 p.m. Lions of Michigan \ 
All State Band performance 

6:50 p.m. Memorial Recognition 
7:15 p.m. Dinner 

Keynote Address by Lions International 
President, A.P. Singh, India  

Congratulations to our 2025-2026 S.A. Dodge 
Recipients: PDG Cheryl Anderson, Council 

Chair-Elect, 11 C1 & VDG Larry Wegrzyn, 11 A1 
 

Hospitality Room open at the close of the 
banquet - Continue the Merriment! 

 
Prepare to be Merry! 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 
This month's article is an assortment of miscellaneous thoughts. 
 

********************************************* 
Money donated to LCIF can come back to our district!  Currently several clubs are 
working together on a hunger grant to benefit the Helping Hands food bank in Charlotte.  
Other Michigan districts have received grants for shelters and food bank equipment.   And 
of course, many areas of Michigan have received disaster relief grants after tornadoes and 
floods. 
 
As background information, the matching grants for things like shelters and hunger projects 
require the sponsoring clubs to provide 25% of the total grant amount.  This money is 
raised through local fundraisers and help from area businesses.  Grants for disaster relief 
do not require us to match any funds. 
 

********************************************* 
DG Aleta Cozart still has some Michigan shaped "I Love LCIF" pins available and is 
accepting donations at club visits.  I also have some remaining and accept donations at 
cabinet meetings.    The suggested donation is $10, but all amounts are welcome.   
 
Along with all the other planning he has to do, DGE Kenny Kinsey is already making plans 
for LCIF fundraising for the 2026-27 Lions year.  We have a fun fundraiser planned thanks 
to a suggestion from Owosso Lion Jody Sivyer.  Stay tuned! 
 

********************************************* 
This is a small technicality.  Recently I've heard mention of LCI grants in conversations and 
have seen the same reference in flyers.  Because the grants come from the Foundation, 
they are correctly named LCIF grants. 
 

********************************************* 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!  to those who've been able donate to the Lions 
Clubs International Foundation this Lions year!  As of April 26, we have donated 
$14,239 toward the $22, 029 goal set by the Foundation for our district.  We're almost 65% 
of the way there!   
 
There are many worthy organizations asking us to part with our hard-earned money.   
If your circumstances allow, please consider including a donation to the Lions Clubs 
International Foundation in your giving.  Every dollar helps! 
 

Thank you!          

 
PDG Karen Routson 
District 11-C2 LCIF Coordinator 
KarenRoutson@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 



 
Michigan Lions – 
 

Take advantage of an opportunity to have 
your Lions hear in-person about how to put 
more of their Lions Club service on local 
TV and other media to attract members. 
Through June 2027, our Lions of Michigan 
PR/Marketing Chair Doug Klein is 
available to speak for free at your 
meetings, conferences and conventions. 

Lions will learn how to assemble 
and use their own publicity toolkit -      1 

a practical easy guide to  crafting 
compelling stories  about a club's 
service activities  and effectively 
engaging with local news media. 

 
https:lfrb.gy/2djy85 

 

You may schedule a short talk for a club meeting, a longer 
breakout session, or even a two-hour workshop - for free. 
Just e-mail Lion Doug at dougklein@usa.net or call him at 
(517) 775-8601 to check current availability and to reserve. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dougklein@usa.net


 



 

 

 



 

   



 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

Planning Your Own Short Community Group Presentation  
by Lion Doug Klein, APR, CTA 

 

 
 

In our last article, we talked about presenting at conventions and forums.  I promised at the end of that piece that in 
upcoming articles, we will discuss some speaking techniques, how best to practice, and other ways that you can use to 
make presentations more compelling.  But before we get to that, let’s back up to cover a slightly different situation.   
 

in this article we’ll be changing  the venue and audience, so the preparation is also a bit different.  Our Lions Clubs have 
lots of meetings that feature local speakers on a variety of topics of interest to our members.  But what if the shoe is 
suddenly on the other foot?  There may be times when you need to represent your Lions Club at the meeting of another 
organization.   
 

My first opportunity to speak locally as a Lion – right in my own town -- was to present a talk about protecting eye health 
to other service clubs, seniors, and church organizations.  The presentation content and materials came straight from 
Lions International, but I gave the presentation my own spin.  I must have done about five of those presentations. 
 

Whether speaking to a potential partner or raising awareness about a service project, a well-organized short presentation 
can make a lasting impact.  With a short window of time, clarity, focus, and engagement are key.  Here’s a simple guide to 
help you plan and deliver an effective presentation that informs, inspires, and motivates action. 
 

Know your audience.  Tailor your message to the group you’re addressing.  Business groups may value networking and 
leadership opportunities, community organizations may focus on collaboration and impact, and school or youth groups 
may connect with volunteerism and service learning.  The more relevant your message, the more effective it will be. 
 

Plan your presentation deliberately and start with a clear topic and purpose.  Before you build your presentation, know 
your topic well.  Then, define a specific goal.  Having a clear objective will shape your message and keep your 
presentation focused. 
 

A short presentation works best when broken into three main parts: 
1. Introduction (2–3 minutes).  Introduce yourself and your Lions Club.  Share a brief overview of Lions Clubs 

International and your club’s mission.  Start with a compelling hook: a story, statistic, or question. 
2. Main Content (8–10 minutes).  Highlight 1–2 key service projects or initiatives.  Share real impact: number of people 

served, community benefits.  Include a short story or testimonial to make it personal.  Use visuals if possible 
(physical objects, handouts, or slides). 

3. Conclusion & Call to Action (2–3 minutes).  Summarize your key message.  Clearly state what you want the audience 
to do (attend an event, partner, join, donate).  Provide contact information and invite questions. 

 

Keep It visual and engaging.  People remember stories and visuals more than facts alone.  Use a small number of simple 
slides if presented digitally.  Include photos of Lions in action.  Avoid overcrowding slides with text.  If no slides are 
available, bring printed materials or speak vividly enough to paint a picture. 
 

Practice for timing and flow.  Fifteen minutes goes quickly.  Practice your presentation to ensure you stay within time 
limits, your transitions feel natural, and that you emphasize the most important points.  Leave several minutes for brief 
questions. 
 

Your presentation doesn’t end when you finish speaking.  Share contact details or a flyer, connect with attendees 
afterward, and follow up with anyone who expressed interest.  This is where your presentations turn into partnerships 
and new opportunities. 

 
 

Lion Doug Klein regularly passes along tips to help your Lions Club sharpen its public relations and marketing efforts.                      
He has been a member of the Mason, Michigan Lions Club since he retired in 2018 as a Lansing Community College adjunct 
professor of public relations, communication, business, and marketing. He is currently serving as Mason Lions Club Secretary, 
District 11-C2 Public Relations/Marketing and Newsletter Chair, and MD11 State PR / Information and Marketing Chair. A 
member of the Public Relations Society of America since 1983, he has held their prestigious APR designation (Accreditation in 
Public Relations) since 1996. He was inducted into the American Marketing Association’s national honorary Alpha Mu Alpha 
in 2012. Contact him with any public relations or marketing questions at (517) 775-8601 or at dougklein@usa.net by email. 

 

mailto:dougklein@usa.net

