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Dear District 33S, 
 
Hopefully this newsletter will give you a few things to consider. 
 
Recently I was informed that if you are not a 501C and intend to get the designation that it is 
imperative that you start the process now .  Will the following bill pass, do you want to be saying "We 
wish we had done that." if it does. 
 

The U.S. Congress is moving rapidly forward on the issue of tax reform; the tax reform plan(s)/draft 
bill being considered by Congress would allow only existing 501(c) tax exempt organizations to retain 
their tax exempt status and would limit new applicants for 501(c) tax exempt status to 
organizations/entities that are religious or educational in purpose; secular, social welfare and 
charitable organizations/entities would no longer be eligible for federal tax exempt status.  
 

The directories have been delivered or are available.  IF you have not received one and feel that you 
should, please contact either CST Sandy Fife or myself.  Thank-you  Lorraine Thompson and Kathy 
Salem for your hard work and many hours.  The visitation schedule is in the directory be sure to 
review and contact CST or myself for changes. 
 

Over 3000 hours of volunteer work has been posted since July 1 in District 33S.  I would like to 
THANK the secretaries for taking the time and filling out reports,  the value of reporting is important 
on so many levels.  
 
Congratulations to Kingston Lions on their 70th Anniversary. 
 

Fall brings out the festivals, craft fairs and in a BLINK of an EYE the walk/5K run, come and a have 
fun on September 30 at Scusset Beach. 
 
Thank-you for all you do! 
 

DG Deb 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Literacy Chairperson, I would like to officially launch a book drive for an early literacy 

parent engagement organization, Raising a Reader MA. Raising a Reader MA is a non-profit 

independent affiliate of a national organization brought to Massachusetts by The Green Light 

Fund. The Green Light Fund chose Raising a Reader for its demonstrated success in dealing with 

the academic readiness gap between low and middle- to upper- income children.  

Raising a Reader MA provides and evidence-based early literacy program that helps 

families of young children build and maintain habits of reading together at home and has more 

than 700 implementation sites across the state teaching high impact, easily accessible Dialogic 

Reading to thousands of parents, many without an established reading practice at home. Over 

25 years of research shows that being read to at home regularly before kindergarten has the 

most significant impact on a child’s academic success.  

It is my hope that we can help Raising a Reader MA in “opening doors by opening books” 

by collection and donating children’s books that meet the programs specifications. Books should 

be new or in excellent used condition without rips, writing or drawing, appropriate for newborn 

through age 5, and not be religious, holiday themed or commercial (Disney or other movie and 

TV show character based). Picture books with a small amount of text and foreign language books 

are acceptable. I would like to focus our efforts toward foreign language children’s books as this 

type is the least often donated, but also much needed in the communities served by Raising a 

Reader MA.  

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions you have about the program, and 

visit their website at www.raisingareaderma.org . 

Kathryn Guy 

kathryneg@ymail.com 

508-525-5539 
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Updates from Eye Glass Recycling Committee 

 

The Eye Glass Recycling Committee is holding two eyeglass washing and 

bagging events at the  

         Raynham Lions Hall 

       Monday, September 11, 2017 

           1:00PM -3:00PM 

                    and 

         6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

 

This is a District wide event and is open to all clubs.  Mark your calendars and 

invite your members to come and help with this project.  This is a great opportunity to 

meet and catch up with other Lions from the District. With a additional opportunity to 

gain credit for the R.O.A.R. and P.R.I.D.E. programs by notifying your club secretary of 

your attendance.  

For more information on the project call me at 508-336-3637or via email at 

nate@natehelge.com .  Please call or email me if you plan to attend. Looking forward 

to your help on the 11th and if there is enough Lions in attendance to help we will start 

separating glasses between metal and plastic frames for recycling.  

If any clubs are looking to wash eye glasses as a club event, twinning or zone project 

we are willing to travel if you have the place. 

Nate Helgerson 

Eye Glass Chairman 
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District 33S Eyemobile Schedule 2017 
Req 
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 6-Sep-17  Zone 1  Otis Trn  Spot 

        

 16-Sep-17  So Attleboro 

Charpentie

r Scr  Eyemobile&Spot 

 16-Sep-17  

East 

Bridgewater Hart Scr  Spot 

 19-Sep-17  Zone 1 Otis Trn  Spot 

 22-Sep-17  Rochester Grassi Scr  Eyemobile only 

        

 27,28-Sep  Zone 1 Otis Trn  Spot 

 30-Sep-17  Blink of an Eye Salem   Eyemobile only 

        

 4-Oct-17  Easton Freitas Scr  Eyemobile only 

        

 16-18-Oct  Rehoboth Salois Scr  (2) Spot cameras 

        

 23&25-Oct  Zone 1 Otis Trn  Spot 

 28-Oct-17  South Carver Larrivee Scr  Eyemobile only 

        

 2&3-Dec  Easton Freitas Scr  

Eyemobile& 

Spot 

 



 

LIONS YOUTH SPEECH CONTEST 

SUGGESTED PROCEDURE FOR RUNNING A LOCAL CONTEST 

2017-2018 topic: “What is the impact of Volunterism?” 

1. Get local Lions club support including authorization of some prize money (Sept) 

2. Contact local high school Principal through an introductory letter (see below) outlining 

eligibility, nature and purpose of the contest.  Copy to school superintendent.  Offer to 

follow up the letter in a few days with a phone call.  (late Sept) 

3. Soon after letter, call the high school Principal and arrange to promote the contest to 

students in the eligible grades.  Set date for promotion and date for contest.  Promotion 

could be at an assembly or by visiting English classes.  Alternatively, make flyers and ask 

school to post them in halls and in English classes.  Stress the extracurricular and non-

mandatory nature of the activity.  (Sept – October) 

4. Promote the contest to eligible students in person or by flyers.  In either case, make flyers 

as a reminder and ask school to post them in halls and in English classes.  (Sept – Oct.) 

5. Contact next level coordinator to let them know your club is participating and to find the 

date of the zone or regional contest.  (October) 

6. Arrange for judges to judge the contest.  Remember no Lions and no HS staff may judge.  

(October) 

7. Hold the contest for eligible students.  Normally, location is at the HS after school.  Pay 

prize money at contest.  Let winner know date of next contest. 

www.lionsyouthspeech.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          Sample Letter to School Administration: 



__________ LIONS CLUB 

 

           Return Address 

Date_________  

Mr. ____________, Principal  

___________ High School 

__________Street 

___________, MA  zip 

 

RE:  ____________ Lions Club Youth Speech Contest 

 

Dear ________, 

 

This letter is to seek your support for the annual Lions Club speech contest  OR Thank you for 

the support that  

you have given to the ________ Lions Club and the _HS students in past years for our annual Speech 

Contest.  With the  

support of the teachers and administration of __HS, we have conducted this event at __HS for the past 

__ years.  Normally,  

five to ten students participate.  OR Last year __ students participated.   

 

It is not the intent of the Lions Club to interfere with core curriculum teaching.  Rather it is our 

goal to offer an extra-curricular activity that will support and supplement the excellent job that your staff 

does.  For this reason, I do not want our activity to be mandatory for any students.  If a teacher wants to 

offer a small extra credit opportunity for participation, that is  

up to each teacher.  I hope that you concur with these objectives. 

 

The purpose of the contest is two-fold.  First, it gives the students a chance to do competitive 

public speaking, which  

we believe is a valuable skill and helps them to develop as individuals.  Second, it gives the students the 

opportunity to speak  

out on issues of public interest. 

 

Each year the state committee selects a topic.  This year the topic is “______________"  All 

students speak on this  

topic.  The local speech contest will be judged by members of the community.  No Lions Club members 

or High School staff  

may judge.  Cash prizes of _____ OR similar to the past are again available. 

 

I am available to come into the High School to promote and explain the contest to the eligible 

students.  Eligibility  

is open to grades 9-12.  Promotion can be a personal appearance and/or posting flyers in the school. 

 

I will call you later this week to answer any questions that you have and, with your approval, to 

arrange a date for my informational visit and the contest date for this year.  I can be reached during the 

day at phone # or by e-mail (_____________@gmail.com).   

 

Sincerely, Your Name________, ________ Lions Club, Youth Speech Contest Coordinator 

 CC:   _____________, Superintendent of Schools____Your________ Lions Club – key members 
 



 

District 33S Hearing Foundation  

Always Need Board Members 
 

  The Hearing Foundation is a District 33S Foundations, that belongs to the lions of 
District 33S only. District 33S Lions can serve as voting members of this foundation and we need to 
have representation from  throughout are district. Please consider volunteering some of your time.   
 
  The Hearing Foundation is looking for Lion members that would like to serve on the 
BOD Directors as a Director or as Advisors. The Hearing Foundation meets on the second Tuesday 
of each month from 6:00PM to 7:00 PM in Somerset at 1122 Riverview Road (Route 138) Somerset.  
The committee meets to review and vote on Hearing Application submitted by Lions Clubs of District 
33S. 
 
 District 33S Hearing Foundation is presently in need of 1 Voting Director and few Advisors.  
 
 All interested Lions should contact Hearing Foundation President Listed below 
Contact:  President PDG Ray Moreau Phone (508) 380-9736 or Email: lionsray@gmail.com 
 

NEW UPDATED Applications and Guidelines are on Line 
 
 When submitting an application for hearing assistance please be sure to use the MOST  
RECENT application that is posted online at district33s.org/  .This will prevent delays in processing 
application. 
 
 Check to see if the applicant is Mass Health Eligible (Mass Health will pay for their hearing 
aids no need for Clubs to submit application) these two things will ensure that there is no delay in 
processing the referral.  
 

NEW MAILING ADDRESS 
All Hearing Aid Applications and Donations should be mailed to: 

Mass Lions District 33S Hearing Foundation 
P.O. Box 249 

Somerset, MA 02726 
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