
Greetings, fellow Lions:

 June marks the end of the Lions year and end of my term as 
District governor.  District membership growth remains 
positive with a net growth of twelve, although there will 
certainly be some members drop as we come to the end of 
June and semi-annual dues payments come due.  MD-11 has 
added 200 plus net members at this time with positive 
membership growth and several new clubs.  I’m looking 
forward to the new year and the possibilities of adding 
members and clubs in our district in support of District 
Governor Elect Rod Leather’s district goals.

 We all face the challenges of keeping our existing clubs active 
and growing in service.  Clubs with less than fifteen members 
are particularly vulnerable to events which make it difficult to 

continue to do service activities successfully.  Part of the responsibility of our district 
leadership team is to assist clubs with membership growth and service vitality.  Please ask if 
you need help.

 The recent tornado in Gaylord was a tragic event and our district is reaching out to 
help.  We’ve received a Lions of Michigan Foundation grant which has been distributed as gift 
cards through Gaylord’s United Way to help families with household needs.  We’ll be working 
with their emergency management office to determine further needs for help from our 
district and district clubs.  We are also working on a possible Lions Club International 
Foundation Reconstruction grant.  

 The Special Olympics Unified Cup will be held in Detroit July 31st to August 6th.  Our 
state Lions have agreed to help with volunteers for this event in coordination with other 
organizations.  This emulates the soccer World Cup for special Olympians with 24 teams from 
20+ nations participating.  District 11A2 is coordinating support for this event, including 
hosting a picnic on Aug 3.  Our district has been asked for financial support 
so any clubs that can offer a modest (50-100 dollars) donation to cover 
expenses would be appreciated.  Opportunities to volunteer can be 
coordinated through myself or District Governor elect Leathers.

Notable Quotes:  “What you think about day and night 

forms your character and personality.” 

—  Masami Saionji

District Governor
 William Gaines
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Jill Drury
Boyne Valley Lions Club

231-920-9645
drury@cctransit.org

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
TEAM COORDINATOR

Dave Zeller
Alpena Lions Club

989-657-4702
W 989-354-2175

dlzeller52@gmail.com

2nd VICE DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR
Steven Murch 

Alpena Lions Club
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.com
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COORDINATOR
Marie Leathers
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Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club
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DISTRICT GLOBAL 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM 

COORDINATOR
N/A

ZONE 1 CLUBS ZONE 3 CLUBS

N/A

Boyne Valley, 
Charlevoix, 

Cheboygan, East 
Jordan, Indian 

River, Mackinaw 
City, Petoskey

ZC/2VDG Steven Murch 
Alpena Lions Club

stevemurch49707@gmail
.com

Alpena, Alpena 
Evening, Atlanta, 
Glennie, Hillman, 

Hubbard Lake, Mio

ZONE 2 CLUBS ZONE 4 CLUBS

ZC Jim Broome
Central Lake Lions Club
jrbroome@charter.net
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Rapids, Grayling, 
Houghton Lake, 

Lewiston/
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Lions, Roscommon–
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ZC Sean Clarke
Oscoda Lions Club

seanclarke123@gmail.com

Beaverton, Hale, 
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Rose City,

Note:  This information is up to date at the time of this 

publication, but is subject to change as adjustments are needed.
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Hello Fellow District Lions,

I am very proud to be representing you and our district as District 
Governor again for 2022-2023. I would like to thank DG Bill for his 
dedication over the past year. With one month to go we as a district are 
+12 in members. It has been a long time since we finished positive. Let’s 
all work hard to keep it and continue to grow our membership. Our major 
focus this coming year along with membership is Leadership. Without club 
and district leaders we can’t maintain our district. If you have never been 
a club president it might be time to think about it. If you have been a 
president then it is time to think about being a zone chairperson. If you're 
not ready for one of those positions, think about leading or joining a 
district committee. If you might be interested in helping at one of these 
please contact me at leathersrod@gmail.com or call me at 231-350-0567.

Remember there is not a special Lions Club named District. You are the 

District. First VDG Steve Murch, Second VDG Jill Drury, and I are looking 

forward to this coming Lion Year. We will do everything we can to make you 

proud of your District.

Always remember to tell yourselves - Yes I Can and Together We Will.

Thank you for the opportunity to SERVE again, 

DGE Rod
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Service from the heart with

International President,

Douglas X. Alexander 

Dear Lion,  

The greatest impact of your service goes far beyond what can be seen 

today. Your kindness is inspiring and influencing the hearts and minds of 

those who will continue the work you began. And by creating the right 

opportunities for Leos and young people in your community, you ensure 

that the leaders of tomorrow are getting started today.  

Leos bring enthusiasm and energy to every project they serve. And that’s 

great news for your club. So get your Leos involved and give them the 

benefit of your skills and experience. Though the challenges they face in 

the future may be different, kindness never changes. And neither does the 

heart of service. So let’s give them the support they need to be ready for 

the work ahead.  

Yours in service,

Douglas X. Alexander

International President
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 Learn how you can help, and more, by going to the LCIF website
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Thank you for leading your club in a mighty way. Join with other 11,000 clubs across Constitutional Area 1, 
USA and Affiliated Countries, as we complete our six week journey to success. Together we will change the 
course of history, impact more lives, and engage more members.

    Week 1 – Invite former Lions to rejoin in our service journey

    Week 2 – Utilize the Membership Growth Event Toolbox

    Week 3 – Report one service project. June 30th Goal – Report impacting 30 million lives

    Week 4 – Report 2022-23 officers in MyLCI

    Week 5 – Make a $100 donation to LCIF from your club

    Week 6 – Host a Membership Growth Event and report the new members

Together, while serving from the heart, we can make IP Doug Alexander proud. With your help we can finish 
strong and build momentum to carry us into the coming year. You and your team are rock stars. I hope to see 
you in Montreal as we celebrate a great year together.
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 ( Find more information online )

Dear Lion:

The Lions 104th International Convention is fast approaching!

This email will serve as a reminder that the Official Convention Call has been published in the LION 
Magazine in compliance with Article VI, Section 2 of the International By-Laws.

All Lions can review the 2022 Official Call and Notice of Amendments on the Lions’ website or the 2022 
Official Convention Call and Notice of Amendments in LION Magazine.

We look forward to seeing you in Montréal!

Sincerely,

The Legal Division

Learn More on LCI Website
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Lions of Michigan Foundation Sweepstakes

Once again our district is the champion for Sight & Hearing Sweepstakes tickets, led by the Oscoda and 
Alpena Clubs.  We sold almost 22% of the total tickets in the state, and had 4 of the top ten clubs in 
the state!  It’s a great fundraiser, so next year, let’s have more than 17 clubs participating!

- Barb
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 Gaylord Tornado 

A number of you have inquired about how your club, or you individually, can help the victims of the Gaylord tornado, so here 
is some information on what is being done, and what more will be done.

 The County Emergency Management in Gaylord has turned over assistance to displaced people to the United Way.   We are 
coordinating the Lions response with United Way.   They have been flooded with donations of food and supplies, and their 
immediate need is for gift cards.   As a district, we applied for a Lions of Michigan Foundation emergency grant of $7500 with 
which will we will purchase Wal-Mart or Meijer gift cards.   These will be distributed to the displaced so they can buy clothing, 
pot, pans, etc.     

 We have district funds available as well.   The United Way director has requested that we wait about 2 weeks to disburse 
those when they can see what the needs are then.   If your club would like to make a contribution to help with this effort, you 
can either wait a couple weeks when I will send out more information, or if you would like to do something now, you can send 
a check made out to Lions District 11-E2, and we will add that to the funds we will be disbursing in a few weeks for the 
ongoing needs.

 In about a month, we will be applying for an LCIF Community Recovery Grant.   We can get up to $20,000 (if approved, of 
course!) from LCIF which can be used for repairs and refurbishment and other longer term needs.

 Let me know if you have any questions, and thanks in advance to your help for the Gaylord community.

 CST Barb — 989-742-2790 — lionbarb@comdac.com

Update: 

May 27, 2022

Here are a couple of 

pictures from the gift 

card presentation 

today.

 Barb
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comdac@comdac.com  Sat, May 7, 2:50 PM

At the Lions of Michigan Foundation board meeting today, Chad let us know that he has 250 of the VSP certificates available for free eye exams and 
glasses for children (I think they can be used through age 18).   They don’t expire until 1/4/2023, so there is time to use them.   Please contact your 
local school systems to see if they have students who could benefit from this.   If they identify anyone, contact Chad at the Foundation with their 
name and he will get the certificate issued.

He is working on getting some for adults, but isn’t sure when those will be available.   Let me know if you have any questions.

Barb Durflinger  —  11-E2 Foundation Trustee  —  989-742-2790  —  lionbarb@comdac.com
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JUNE 2022

Summer Solstice — First Day of Summer — June 21, 2022

The 104th Lions Clubs International Convention in Montréal — June 24-28, 
2022   —   LCICon 2022 Montréal, Canada ...

On the Mend Reported 
NONE REPORTED

NONE REPORTED

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 
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Boyne Valley Lions 

MAY 2022   

Boyne Valley Lions sponsored the Mushroom Festival May 12th - May 15th.  Lions raised $11,500 from 
Mushroom Festival.  Mushroom Festival Committee also gave the Lions $1,000.

Adopt-a-Highway cleanup May 21st:   8 Lions including Gow, James, Bethany, Larry, 
Mike, Ward, Britt & Zack Wagner were out cleaning up M-75.

Pictures of the Lions Open Space in Boyne City.  Boyne 
Valley Lions supplied the fountain, benches, and trees for 
this park on the edge of Lake Charlevoix.

Beaverton Lions
MAY 2022

The Beaverton High School Leo Club recently volunteered time to 
do landscaping at the Clare VFW.  The Club is sponsored by the 
Beaverton Lions Club and with 30 members, serves the 
community through various civic and volunteer projects.  Club 
members have logged over 150 hours of community service to 
various projects this year. 

To learn more about the Beaverton Lions visit 
https://www.beavertonlionscommunitycenter.com/about/ 
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East Jordan Lions

MAY 2022

Twelve East Jordan Lions helped with the 
maintenance of the Boys Chippewa cabin at Camp 
Daggett. They are co-sponsoring this cabin with the 
Petoskey Lions. They cleared a fallen tree and 
branches, cleaned the cabin inside as well as 
cleaning 2 staff cabins outside.

Central Lake Lions
MAY 2022

Central Lake High School scholarship 
recipients Sydney Fernandez (left) and 
Alexis Cain (right) presented by Club 
President Marie Leathers (center).   

Lion Mark Lowis emceed the Court of 
Honor for two Eagle Scouts in the local 
troop sponsored by the Central Lake Lions. 

Central Lake Lions held 
a KidSight screening at 
the Petoskey Stone 
Festival. They also 
assisted the organizers 
with parking, selling 
buttons and t-shirts and 
clean up.               
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Petoskey Lions
MAY 2022

Petoskey Lions went through 14 Petoskey High School 
scholarship submissions before choosing Senior 
student Faith Bailey as the winner of the 2022 Wallace 
C. Glasscock Memorial Scholarship.  

Pictured: Scholarship winner Faith Bailey 
receives a $500 check from Petoskey Lions 
Treasurer Dave Carlson at the Petoskey 
Waterfront.

Lewiston Lioness Lions
MAY 2022

President Berta Reinhart (r) installed Denise Baker 
(l) into the Lewiston Lioness Lions Club on April 6th.  
Diane Bissonette (c) is Denise’s sponsor. 

President Berta Reinhart (r) installed Marilyn 
Messina (c) into the Lewiston Lioness Lions 
Club on May 4th.  Nancy White (l) is 
Marilyn’s sponsor. 

The Petoskey Lions THANK the East Jordan Lions for their 

great maintenance work at the Camp Daggett Chippewa 

Cabin.  Camp Daggett didn’t contact us, or somehow it 

didn’t get through, about the scheduled cleanup date.  

Had we been aware of the date, there would have been 

some Petoskey Lions out there with you.  So, EJ Lions,  

THANKS again for getting it done!
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 CORONAVIRUS  UPDATES June 01, 2022

This is a snapshot of the World, Nation, and State of Michigan statistics on  June 1, 2022.  Numbers may be 

different by the time you read this as the COVID-19 Variants continue to infect more more, or less0.  

 (Info from  worldometer.info, ourwoldindata.org, WHO, CDC & michigan.gov. & other health websites)

 World Statistics   Cases:   530,007,375  Deaths:  6,289,201

  U. S. Statistics      Cases:    83,949,036    Deaths: 1,002,067

  Michigan Statistics  Cases:    2,257,831    Deaths:   36,357

11-E2 Counties Cases Reported Deaths % Vaccinated

Alcona: 1,764 71 62.76%

Alpena: 5,881 139 61.46%

Antrim: 4,536 68 65.66%

Arenac: 3,302 68 58.19%

Charlevoix: 5,081 60 70.56%

Cheboygan: 4,912 105 62.14%

Crawford: 2,693 31 59.25%

Emmet: 6,696 87 74.88%

Gladwin: 5,697 115 55.15%

Iosco: 4,967 145 64.07%

Kalkaska: 3,721 61 54.07%

Montmorency: 1,764 48 61.15%

Ogemaw: 4,430 106 51.73%

Oscoda: 1,477 56 49.59%

Otsego: 5,856 101 61.59%

Presque Isle: 2,141 59 67.37%

Roscommon: 4,769 116 62.25%

Totals 69,687 1,436 61.29%

Vaccination % = number of county residents vaccinated  (1 or 2 doses) divided by the total county resident population 5+

Vaccinations (1 or more doses) Summary:
 World:  66.5%    United States:  82.8%   —   Michigan:  67.2%

(Statistics may vary monthly as new information and corrections are applied)

Age: 5+:  1 or + Dose

Total Avg:

   District 11-E2 Statistics       � Highest No.    = Lowest No.
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Editor’s Notes — 2022  by Lion David J. Zimmer

COVID Update:  State of COVID

● More than 100,000 cases are currently announced each day in the United States, a figure that captures only a portion of the true toll. 
In addition to the fact that many cases go uncounted in official reports, current figures are further depressed by reporting delays 
brought on by the Memorial Day weekend.

● Cases are increasing in more than half of all states, but there are signs of improvement in the Northeast and Midwest. Reports of 
new cases have fallen by more than 20 percent since mid-May in Michigan, New Jersey and New York.

● The United States recently surpassed one million total coronavirus deaths. New reported deaths remain at some of their lowest lev-
els of the pandemic, with fewer than 300 announced each day.  (NY Times data as of June 2)

COVID seems to be in a roller coaster up-and-down phase in the U.S., with flare ups in many locations 
periodically.  It’s just enough to be a consistent threat to people with impaired immune systems and unvaccinat-
ed individuals, who make up most of the hospitalized people and the death cases, and keep COVID active.  

The COVID statistics are almost always different on every website I go to, due to different ways of determining 
the data, and the time data is received, as figures are changing every minute.  Also, many places, especially rural 
communities, don’t always report deaths as COVID related because they may not test for it, labeling it a fatal 
heart condition or pneumonia, etc.  We may never know how many more COVID-caused deaths were not 
counted.   What is now a sure fact is that the U.S. death count has passed the 1 million mark, something many 
thought could never happen.  

We can only hope that the COVID experience has been a lesson learned, one enough to avoid the misunder-
standings and mistakes made, and enough to prevent another million deaths when the next terrible virus hits.
Even now, 2/3 of U.S. States, including Michigan, reported outbreaks of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, or 
Bird Flu, with several millions of wild birds and domestic poultry killed by this virus.  Also, 2 genetically distinct 
variants of Monkeypox are circulating in the U.S., with 22 confirmed cases.  So far, neither virus is a major threat 
to humans, but only time knows what the future will bring. 

The picture (left) shows a plaque on a wall in a place we stayed in New Mexico in April.  The message 
it conveys really connected with me. I’ve tried for years to live with those very concepts, among 
others.  We are born, live, and die.  The living part is the time we have to experience the world around 
us, to do good (or bad) things, and to succeed (or fail) to rise to the potentials within us. 

We live in a world of hectic motion, a culture where people want it and they want it now.  We all have 
experienced the fast-lane life and its result – stress.  The  American Psychological Association’s Stress 

in America Survey 2022 found the stress and mental health U.S. statistics are worsening, mostly due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, rising inflation, and the Russia-Ukraine crisis. Participating Americans were stressed out due to supply chain 
issues (81%), rising inflation in the country (87%), possible Russian cyber attacks or nuclear threats to the U.S. 
(80%),  fear that a World War III could break out any moment (69%), about money and the economy (65%), and 
the fact that the COVID -19 pandemic might never end if new variants keep mutating (66%).  Add in work situations 
and family strains of daily life, and we’re drowning in stress.  Living a simple life is difficult today–IF people let 
circumstances control their lives.  There are things we can’t do anything about as individuals, but we all have the 
ability to control our own actions and to form our thoughts in more positive directions.  Living more “simply” doesn’t 
mean we must become Amish - it’s creating a state of mind, of calm and focus, that we can achieve IF we want to.

“Loving generously” isn’t living a shallow amorous existence like Casanova.  It’s having compassion, acceptance, and 
a sense of connection to all the diversity of our fellow human beings.  It’s being open to Nature, a feeling of belonging 
with everyone and everything else.  Love in the greatest sense is about forgiveness, for others and for oneself, 
gratitude for all the good things, and the desire to enjoy life with others.  Service is love in action.

Humans are designed to learn, for survival, and for pure curiosity. We learn, change and grow throughout our lives— 
except when people close their minds and huddle in their current narrow nooks of beliefs. Reality is what we think it 
is, and  so much more.  What we know, or think we know, is a grain of sand in a vast desert of the Unknown.  As 
long as humans continue to learn, we will begin to understand, and ultimately, perhaps,  reach the level of Wisdom.

Living Simply, Loving Generously, and Learning Constantly are concepts worth pursuing, and a good fit with Lions’ 
principles in the line of Service.

BE KIND.   MASK UP + SOCIAL DISTANCE + WASH HANDS + VACCINATION =  STAY SAFE!

Info from NY Times and 
other websites



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 39 2021-2022

J U N E  20 2 2

Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue? 

Send your information to:  

● Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

● Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 

Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can learn much 
from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among Clubs for the growth and 
benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!




