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      Over the years 

that I have been a 

Lion, I have 

wondered why we 

don’t have better 

attendance at 

conventions.  I 

don’t really have 

an answer to this 

question.  We don’t 

have good 

participation at 

International or Multi-

District but also at District Conventions.  

          These are important gatherings that 

provide Lions with opportunities to learn more 

about the organization and communicate with 

other Lions about what is happening in their neck 

of the woods.  

          Over the years, I have developed 

relationships with Lions all over the state, 

country and world. I suspect that many would 

say that they don’t make plans to attend the 

International Conventions because of the travel 

or the cost.  I get that.  It can be a drain on the  

savings to go to Fukuoka, Japan or Milan, Italy. 

Even Chicago was a little pricey.  This year it is 

in Las Vegas and is a bit more affordable.         

          You should look into this and see if you 

can see fit to make it a “mini vacation.”  You 

can get a room at the Luxor (the big pyramid) 

for five nights for only $425.  That is a very 

reasonable price. That is only a 15 minute walk 

from the MGM Grand where the convention 

takes place or you can catch the shuttle bus 

which is provided by the convention committee.  

Food in Las Vegas is very reasonably priced 

too.  I urge you to consider making it to this 

international convention.   

 

 

  

  

 The MD-11 Convention is being held at 

the Holiday Inn Flint – Grand Blanc, 5353 

Gateway Center, Flint, MI 48507 on May 18 & 

19, 2018.  We were there for the Council of 

Governors meeting in early December and it is a 

very nice hotel. In addition to the Holiday Inn, 

there is a Marriot right next door if you would like 

to book with them because of reward points.  The 

negotiated rate is the same for both properties.  I 

highly recommend that you attend this 

convention.  

Continued on Page 2 
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FROM THE GOVERNOR—CON’T.
 The District 11-E2 convention is being held at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire on April 27, 28 & 

29, 2018.  A schedule of events will be sent to each club president and secretary in the very near future.  

Our visiting speaker and his companion will be Past International Director Mike Molenda and his wife, 

Linda, from Minnesota.   

 We will be doing a service project which asks you to bring a shelf stable food product to donate 

to one of the food pantries in Antrim County.  The room rate is just $79 a night (double).  There is no 

registration fee because of the district raffle. 

 So I encourage you to look at your calendar, pick a convention and make plans right now to attend 

one or all of them. First Lady CarlaJean and I will be there and we would dearly love to share a meal with 

you in Las Vegas. 

DG Bob

   

2017-18 DISTRICT OFFICERS
DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
Bob Gingerich 
989-348-5355 
bob@danishlanding.com 
 
1ST VICE DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR 
Gordon Harris 
231-599-2636 
gvh4789@charter.net 
 
CABINET SECRETARY/ 
TREASURER 
Barb Durflinger 
989-742-2790 
lionbarb@comdac.com 
 
IMMEDIATE 
PAST DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR 
Vacant 

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
TEAM COORDINATOR 
Dave Zeller 
989-657-4702 
W 989-354-2175 
dlzeller52@gmail.com 
 
GLOBAL 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
COORDINATOR 
(Position Open) 
 
 
GLOBAL SERVICE 
TEAM COORDINATOR 
(Position Open) 
 
 
 
 
 

REGION 1, ZONE 1 
Art Clark 
231-238-2096 
C 231-203-1334 
clichecoffee@gmail.com 

 
REGION 1, ZONE 2 
Bev Bodem 
989-354-4656 
bodembd@charter.net 

 
REGION 2, ZONE 1 
Bill Stenback 
231-544-6522 
signaturefleet@charter.net 

 
REGION 2, ZONE 2 
Bill Chase 
231-499-9619 
windyridge@torchlake.com 

REGION 3, ZONE 1 

Marty Babich 
989-786-2726 
dirtyrugman@gmail.com 
 

 
REGION 3, ZONE 2 
Position Open 
 
 

 
REGION 4, ZONE 1 
Brian Brown 
989-275-1426 | 
bbrown1426@charter.net  

 
REGION 4, ZONE 2 
(Position Open) 
 
 

 

HELP WANTED! 
The highlighted positions above indicate areas in need of a volunteer!  IPDG Carol had served on the 

International Convention Committee for several years, and with her passing, our district has no 

representative.  I am asking a volunteer to step up and do that job.  There are also two open Zone Chair 

positions as well as coordinators for the GMT and GAT.  Please contact me to get more information on 

what these positions entail  

DG Bob

mailto:gvh4789@charter.net
mailto:lionbarb@comdac.com
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2018 DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR COMMENTS 
 

 It is an understatement to say that a lot has happened in our district since the 
September/October 2017 issue. 

 The January 2018 issue includes the timeliest information. 
 The February 2018 issue -- coming out soon – will include updates on our 

membership, as well as club activities and pictures. 
 

 Cabinet Meeting #3, February 10, 2018, 10:00 a.m.  
Location has changed from Grayling to the First Congregational 

Church, 201 S. Second Avenue in Alpena. .  Please note that this is a 

change from the date/location in your district directory.   The Alpena 

Lions will provide refreshments at the meeting. 

 

 2018 Michigan Forum, February 16-17, Crowne Plaza, 

Grand Rapids 
 MD 11 Service Project, Friday night, 7:30 p.m. 

 Choice of three breakout sessions 

 Lunch, Scholarship Awards, Raffles 

 Speaker. Ann Guzdzial, Michigan Special Olympics 

 

 Council of Governor’s Meeting #4, February 17-18, 

Crowne Plaza  

 

 District 11-E2 Convention, April 27-29, Shanty Creek, 

Bellaire 
 Cabinet Meeting #4, District Convention, April 28, 8:30 a.m., 

Shanty Creek 

 MD 11 Convention, May 18-19, Holiday Inn,  

 Council of Governor’s Meeting #5, May 19, Holliday Inn, Flint  

 International Convention, MGM Grand Hotel, Las Vegas, June 

29-July 3 

 

 
 
 
OCTOB 

https://maps.google.com/?q=201+S.+Second+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
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HELP FOR ONE OF OUR OWN 
URGENTLY NEEDED! 

 
  
While attending PDG Al Kelpinski’s funeral last Friday, 
Lioness PDP Pam Stewart advised me that Lioness Sherry 
Swinehart of the Whittemore Lioness Club and her husband 
Steve had a disastrous house fire and  lost everything. 
 
PDP Pam said, “Here is the information you asked for…”  
 

 Sherry Swinehart is the President of the Whittemore 
Lioness. 

 I just spoke to her and she's still in that "I can't believe it" 
stage.   

 Yes they will be needing clothes, new dishes, bedding etc.   
 

 Their insurance only covers the major appliances and ,of course, the structure – but not the 
hundreds of other little things. 

 

 They also have more medical bills, as her husband Steve had to be treated for smoke inhalation (he 
ended up being air lifted down to Hurley in Flint).   

 

 She very grateful (and somewhat surprised) that the Lions & Lioness are willing to help her and is 
appreciative for anything and everything. 

 
Please consider sending a personal and/or club donation to help her recover from this fire. Please send 

any donation to:  

 

Sherry Swinehart 

P.O. Box 303 

Whittemore, MI 48770 

 
Thank you. 

DG Bob 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*** 
NOTE:  Publicly-raised funds (from your club’s 

Activities/Project Account) may not be used because 
we would be benefitting a member of the Lions family. 

You may use administrative funds, or please consider 
making a personal donation. 

ANY AMOUNT WILL HELP THEM! 

 

 Oscoda Press, January 23, 2018 article by Jenny 
Haglund.  MSP Courtesy Photo. Photo 
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UPDATES AND NEWS… 
 
HURRICANES DONATIONS…Your generosity during the disastrous hurricanes that hit Texas and 

Florida in 2017 was very much appreciated.  At our last cabinet meeting, we delayed sending financial 

assistance to the victims of Puerto Rico as the disaster was so fresh and so devastating that we didn’t 

have contacts (Lions Clubs) in Puerto Rico to assure that our aid would be dispersed properly.  We 

now have assurance that the money will be used to help people rebuild their lives and we can send it 

down there with confidence.  Therefore, I am asking for contributions to be made to help those victims 

of Hurricane Maria.  Please send donations marked Hurricane Maria to CST Barb Durflinger, 14946 

Royston Rd., Hillman, MI 49746.  The following information was taken from the Lions Clubs 

International website. 

 

“In the wake of the worst natural disaster in Puerto Rico’s history, Lions are doing all they can to 

bring much-needed relief to the area.   Lions in  Multiple District 51 are supporting their communities 

by distributing food. And Districts 51-C, 51-E, and 51-O are each distributing food to more 

than 6,000 people per day in many different communities around the area with funding from Lions 

Clubs International Foundation (LCIF).”       and 

 

“Lions leaders in Multiple District 51 are currently making plans to provide further relief by accessing 

the ongoing needs of the communities.  If you would like to help bring relief to those who need it 

most, consider donating to our disaster relief fund.”  We need to help our fellow citizens.” 

 

ID JENNY WARE REPORTS…PID Mike Molenda from Minnesota will be the guest speaker at our 

District Convention!  PID Mike is an energetic, enthusiastic Lion who served as ID 2013-15! I have also 

had the privilege of hearing him present and he is grrreat!!! Most recently he was at LCI as an instructor 

for the new Lions Certified Instructor Training!! He also is Campaign Chair for 3rd VP PID Brian 

Sheehan!  I think this will be a most enjoyable weekend for everyone!!  Access PID Mike’s profile at the 

following link:  http://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/all/pdfs/pid/molenda.pdf 

 

MICHIGAN HALL OF FAME…Nominating forms are included in this newsletter.  Note that the deadline 

for nominations is March 1, 2018. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED FOR THE BLIND (OUB)…Registration is now open!  OUB Camps 

focus on giving children who are blind or have low vision a great summer camp experience combined 

with learning essential skills such as social skills, cooking, getting around with a cane, and many 

more.  All of our camps include cooking, keeping track of personal possessions, how to hold a back 

and forth conversation, how not to be too easily offended, eating skills, and a ton of fun – swimming, 

hiking, nature, arts and crafts, boating and much more.  We only take 6 campers at each camp, 

ensuring a great staff to camper ratio and personalized attention for your camper.   Please go to the 

website listed below for more information and to register your child for our exciting summer camps!  

  

We are also taking applications for summer staff and volunteers, and we hire young adults who are blind 

or have low vision as well as those interested in serving the blindness community.  Applications for staff 

and volunteers are available on our website under “Employment”. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=14946+Royston+Rd.,+Hillman,+MI&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=14946+Royston+Rd.,+Hillman,+MI&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/all/pdfs/pid/molenda.pdf
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OUB Camp Schedule 2018 
 
We have five camps this summer, including two elementary camps.  Here is our schedule: 

 
June 17-22      Cookin’ and Servin’ Camp, ages 10-19 
            This camp combines our most popular activity – cooking! – with serving the community. Our kids 
rarely get the opportunity to help others, and helping others is a critical component of building confidence 
and competence.  Cookin’ and Servin’ Camp will include specially adapted cooking every day, service 
opportunities, and the usual camp activities of campfires, hiking, nature, crafts, swimming, boating and 
more! 
  
June 24-29      Cookin’ and Jammin’ Camp, ages 7-14 
            By far our most popular camp for several years running, Cookin’ and Jammin’ Camp (cooking 
and music!)  gives our campers a more extensive experience in the world of food, and tons of fun listening 
to, playing and creating music.  A wide range of culinary and musical genre’s will be explored, and also 
all the usual fun of swimming, boating, hiking and much more!  
  
July 1-4   Elementary Mini-Camp I, ages 7-12 
            This camp, beginning on Sunday and ending in the morning of July 4th, is the perfect camp for 
beginners!  This is what you would expect of any summer camp – swimming, boating, nature, arts and 
crafts, rock climbing, field trips, plus cooking, social skills, self-reliance boosting activities and lots of fun 
activities! 
  
July 5-8 Elementary Mini-Camp II, ages 7-12 
            This camp, beginning on the Thursday following July 4th and ending on Sunday afternoon, like 
it’s sister camp Elementary I, is great for the younger camper or anyone who has not been away from 
home before.  There will be plenty of fun to go around and lots of skill building, field trips, and other 
exciting opportunities!  
  
July 12-20       Adventure Trip, ages 10-19 
            We’re going back to the beautiful Upper Peninsula of Michigan for our great Adventure Trip 
2018!  We’ll visit the Pictured Rocks area, Seney National Wildlife Refuge, see – and touch! - a shipwreck 
right on the beach of Lake Superior and a lighthouse, looking for waterfalls, hiking, boating, and looking 
for all things nature while camping, cooking outdoors, and having a great time together.  It’s like a giant 
family camping trip with all your friends!  Some younger campers may be accepted by permission of the 
Camp Director.   It’s going to be AMAZING!   Don’t miss it! 
  
Registration is open to only 6 campers in each camp!  Find more information and our registration form at 

·         www.oubmichigan.org. 
 

Gwen Botting, Executive Director 

Opportunities Unlimited for the Blind 
4175 Westbrook Road, Ionia, MI 48846 
Phone: 989-855-2430, Cell: 616-755-2221 
gwen@oubmichigan.org -- www.oubmichigan.org -- www.facebook.com/oubmichigan 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED FOR THE BLIND’S MISSION:  
Building life skills, self-confidence and independence for children and young adults  

who are blind or have low vision. 
 
 

http://www.oubmichigan.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=4175+Westbrook+Road+Ionia,+MI+48846&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=4175+Westbrook+Road+Ionia,+MI+48846&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(989)%20855-2430
tel:(616)%20755-2221
mailto:gwen@oubmichigan.org
http://www.oubmichigan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/oubmichigan
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SERVICE PROJECT AT THE FORUM 
 

At our December 2017 Council of Governors meeting, MD-11 GST (Global Service Team Leader) 

PCC Justin Faber proposed a service project at the Michigan Forum that was approved by the COG.  

Forum keynote speaker Ann Guzdzial heartily endorsed this project to assemble 1,000 first aid kits to be 

used by volunteers at the Michigan Special Olympics at Central Michigan University this summer.  which 

hese will be presented to keynote speaker, Ann Guzdzial, who will chair of Special Olympics at CMU this 

summer.  Each district has been tasked with providing items for the kits: 

 

A1  Gauze 

A3  Ice Packs 

B1  Gauze Tape 

B2  Athletic Tape 

C1 Small Kleenex Packets 

C2  Band Aids 

D1  Antiseptic Ointment 

D2  Hand Sanitizer 

E1  Rubber Gloves 

E2  Scissors 

 

 First responders will be on hand for serious injuries, so high quality scissors are not necessary.  

Any minor injuries can be handled by the volunteers using these scissors.  I am asking for each club to 

contribute a minimum of $20 so that we can purchase enough scissors to cover the number of kits that 

they are planning to assemble. I have found very reasonably-priced scisssors at Oriental Trading.   

 

 Please send that check to CST Barb Durflinger, 14946 Royston Rd., Hillman, MI 49746.  Please 

note on the check that it for the Forum Project. 

 

 Any club members participating in this project can submit their hours on their club’s monthly 

activities report. 
  

DG Bob 
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2018 MICHIGAN FORUM SHIRT 
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