
Notable Quotes:  “We moved from being a part of nature to
being apart from nature.”  —  David Attenborough

We Serve

DG Steve Murch

District Governor’s Message
Spring is in full bloom in northern Michigan, and
with it is clubs swinging into action. Like many
flowers and plants, some of our clubs lie a bit
dormant during the winter months, but now they
are tackling their service.

I love baseball, really any sport, in the early stages
of the season when hopes are high. Like those
teams, many of our clubs have high hopes for the
warmer weather and set their goals high.

   Sure, many of our favorite teams will disappoint us
with subpar seasons. Unlike those teams, our clubs don't have an end date
and we can keep working toward our goals. And, those we help aren't going
to be disappointed.

"We Serve" isn't a time-sensitive motto and allows us to keep working to that
end year-round, year after year. Everyone in our clubs knows that we help
when needed and where needed. The clubs in our district are filled with
caring, generous people who want nothing more than to help make our
communities happier and healthier.

Roll up those sleeves and keep working on those service projects; keep
raising funds to help with projects throughout the community and the district.
We all make a difference every day and help those who need it.

Don't get down if you are struggling to finish a service project. Don't be
discouraged if you hit a few hurdles along the way. Just keep going, knowing
what the ultimate goal is.

Unlike our favorite sports teams, we don't run out of time. We keep working
toward helping our communities. For us, hope springs eternal.
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VDG
Dennis Gocha

Message

Hello District Lions,

Spring is in the air and I’m hoping to pick some mushrooms soon!
I’d like to thank the Alpena Lions for hosting the 2024 District Lions
Convention in Alpena at the Community College. It was a great
venue for our needs. We had some nice state and national project
displays. We also had informative presentations and videos on Eversight,
KidsSight, Leader Dog, Lions Club International, and Bear Lake Camp.
In 2025 the East Jordan Lions will be hosting a two-day convention at
the Treetops Resort in Gaylord. It is later than usual on April 25-27th.
since Easter is the weekend before that. It is a beautiful resort and we
will try to accommodate your needs. The convention committee will
begin meeting in August as they usually do. It’s a time-consuming
process! The convention is a time when you can reacquaint yourself
with old friends and make new ones. You can learn how other clubs
are coping with the same issues you have. It will be a time to network,
expand your knowledge and connections. Hope to see you there next
year!

Vice District Governor

Dennis Gocha
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Continued

What a great job we are doing improving our net loss to only 642.  Thank you for your
new club extension efforts by chartering 54 clubs with over 20 new clubs pending. Your
Global Action Teams and GAT ambassadors continue to provide leadership and
support for your endeavors.

As we continue to strive for excellence and growth in our organization, it's essential to
recognize that this is the time of year when members are deciding if they will renew.
Engaged members are not just assets; they are the heartbeat of our organization,
driving innovation, productivity and ultimately, success. Member satisfaction will help
your club retain its members.

Here are some key aspects of member satisfaction in Lions clubs:

1. Meeting expectations: Members feel the club lives up to their reasons for
joining, which could involve fellowship, making a difference or professional
development.

2. Feeling valued: Members feel respected, have opportunities to contribute their
talents and are involved in decision-making.

3.  Enjoying the experience: Meetings are engaging, projects are fulfilling and
there's a sense of camaraderie among members.

By embracing these principles and actively engaging our members, we can create a
vibrant and inclusive culture in which everyone feels valued, motivated and empowered
to excel.

Let's commit to prioritizing member satisfaction, so our Lions clubs can retain members
and ensure their continued positive impact on communities. It will help you sustain the
growth you’ve achieved this year. Happy members stay as members.

Thank you for your dedication and leadership.
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Rank District Gain or Loss
in Fiscal Year

1 District 2 X1 158
2 District 21 N 123
3 District 1 A 90
4 District 20 R2 87
5 District 2 X3 78
6 District 4 C4 77
7 District 20 K2 72
8 District 43 K 70
9 District 2 S4 57
10 District 2 E2 51
10 District 22 C 51
10 District 5 NE 51
13 District 5 NW 50
14 District 5M 8 44
15 District 5M 5 42
16 District 22 B 41
17 District 2 X2 39
18 District 27 D2 39
19 District 35 I 37
20 District 31 O 36

District New Clubs
in Fiscal Year

District 2 X1 4
District 21 N 4
District 2 A2 2
District 2 S3 2
District 2 S4 2
District 2 T3 2
District 2 X3 2
District 22 C 2
District 32 C 2
District 34 C 2
District 4 L3 2

Current MISSION 1.5 New Club Growth Leaders
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Dear Lions Club Officer,
Congratulations on your Lions club officer elections for the upcoming Lion year! You have taken the first step in
helping your club continue to grow. Now that you have elected your officers, it is important to report them to Lions
International in the Member Portal or your local reporting system. You may also complete the Club Officers
Reporting Form (PU101).

When you report your officers, your club will continue to receive important information, such as updated billing
statements as well as have access to your club’s roster to make updates. It will also allow you to keep your
meeting information current. Reporting your officers will update your district and multiple district and Lions
International so you can receive support. In addition, your club will be able to display the correct club officer
information on the Club Locator for the new Lion year.

As your club works toward providing helpful information to the newly elected officers, here are some helpful tips.

1. Encourage your club’s newly elected officers to visit the Lions Learning Center (LLC) and take the club
officers training courses available as they prepare for their terms.

2. Familiarize yourself with the upcoming international dues increase. The approved dues adjustment took
effect July 1, 2023. Dues for the 2024-2025 Lion year will increase to US$48 per year. To learn more about
the updated dues billing and see the pro-rated billing for new members, visit the New Membership Dues
Billing and Fees table.

3. Year-end reporting: As always, we encourage you to complete your year-end reporting as early as possible
before the close of the year. This includes making sure that all of your club's service activities are reported
in the Member Portal and your member rosters are up to date. Not only will this help you avoid the year-
end crunch, it will also help ensure a smooth transition to the new Lion year.

We recommend that you provide your new officers with the helpful links below as they prepare for their upcoming
term in office:

● Club President/Vice President webpage

● Club Secretary webpage

● Club Treasurer webpage

● Club LCIF Coordinator webpage

● Club Marketing Chairperson webpage

Finally, make sure you assign your club’s voting delegate for international elections by June 19 so they can vote in
the international election. If the delegates are not registered by end of day June 19, they will have to register in
person with an authorized officer. Delegates must also register and attend Lions International Convention in
Melbourne, June 21-25.

We look forward to supporting you and your club. Please contact us if you have any questions by phone at (630)
468-7084 or email at clubofficers@lionsclubs.org.

Thank you for your outstanding service!

Sincerely,
Your District and Club Administration Division Support Team

● Club Membership Chairperson webpage

● Club Service Chairperson webpage

● Improving Club Quality Webpage

● Facebook Group - Improving Lions Club Quality
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Michigan Lions - Changing the World!

Wendy Burns
Hello Lions!

One month from today we will have enjoyed the May 16th picnic in Rockford and the Lions Prom!   Please
continue to share the details of the MD 11 Lion Convention to be held May 16-18, 2024 at the Sheraton Airport
Grand Rapids.   The convention planning committee is working hard to make this another successful Lions
event.   We hope you’ll help by encouraging your members to attend.   If each club has just one member come
to the convention, we will have hit a milestone in attendance.   Help us get there!
Click the link for complete details.   https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/md11convention-24
Items to note:   Hotel room cut-off date to receive the Lions discount rate of $109.00 has been extended
to May 1. Don’t miss out!   You can call the hotel directly at   (866) 610-0198 Code M11 or use the link
to the hotel on our website.
Rockford Lions Club is excited to host our Lions!   They’ve made arrangements with the Wolverine Shoe store
to offer a 50% discount on shoes and most merchandise to any Lion wearing their yellow vest or convention
name badge. Other shops in town are open late on Thursday’s.   We have complimentary, roundtrip bus
transportation from the hotel to Rockford, thanks to the generosity of the Muskegon Northside Lions.   Board
the bus at 5:30 at the hotel for departure to Rockford.
Watch for more details via email, the Lion Pride, and on our website!
Lions Dave & Brenda Hacker, Convention Co-Chairs
Lion Wendy Burns
Wendy Burns, Executive Director
Lions Clubs of Michigan
5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI   48911
517-887-6640 ext. 103 517-887-6642 (fax)
www.lionsofmi.com

SAVE THE DATE 2024 Multiple District Convention

Sheraton by Marriott, 5700 28th St SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
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Return  this  form  prior  to  April  30,  2024  to:   Lions  of   Michigan  State  Office  •  5730  Executive  Drive   •  Lansi

_____________________  Total  Number  of  Lions  in  YOUR  Club  as  of  April 1,  2024  who
Have  been  enrolled  for  at  least  one  year  and  one  day.

In accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws, all Lions Clubs in good standing with Lions
International and the Multiple District are entitled to one (1) vote for each ten (10) members,

or major fraction thereof, who have been enrolled for at least one year and a day in the club, as
shown by the records of the International Office on the first day of the month last preceding the
month during which the convention is held. The major fraction referred to is five (5) or more

members.
The number of delegates your club is entitled to for the MD 11 Convention is figured from your
Membership Report as of the end of March - provided it is submitted to Lions International in a
timely manner. When you complete your Membership Report for March, you can compute the

number of delegates and alternates your club is entitled to and select your representative(s). List
their names below on the left side of this form. Also indicate whether each representative listed is

a Delegate or an Alternate.

Your delegate(s) must register and obtain a name badge before they can be certified to vote. Then they must sign this form
at the convention and receive a delegate sticker from the Certification Desk. All delegates must be

REGISTERED AND CERTIFIED by 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 18, 2024 in order to vote at the convention.
VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY AT THE SHERATON AIRPORT, GRAND RAPIDS, MI

MD 11 CONVENTION DELEGATEMD 11 CONVENTION DELEGATE

NOTE: THIS IS NOT A REGISTRATION FORM. All Lions must register before they can be certified to vote. Please advise your
delegates to arrive early. The Certification Desk at the Sheraton Airport, Grand Rapids, MI is open from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.

Friday, May 17, 2024 and from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 18,2024
Any Lion who is not in line by 11:30 a.m. Saturday will not be certified as a delegate and will not be allowed to vote.

Voting will take place between 12:00 and 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 18, 2024

Name Delegate or Alternate
THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY CLUB SECRETARY         THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED AT CONVENTION SITE

Signature of Governor or Governor-Elect
(Valid only at convention and only if President/Secretary of club is not(Valid only at convention and only if President/Secretary of club is not present)

President’s or Secretary’sPresident’s or Secretary’s

I hereby certify that the delegates and alternates listed above are in good standing with
Lions Clubs International and the Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11.

Lions Club ofLions Club of ________________________________________________     District
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Multiple District 11 Proposed Dues Increase 

The subject of a dues increase for Multiple District 11 was discussed at a Council 

of Governors meeting after it was recommended by MD 11 Council Treasurer Paul 

Hemeryck. 

A committee was appointed to review and make a report a to the Council of 

Governors with a recommendation. 

Based on the committee’s report the Council of Governors approved the following 

resolution to be presented and voted on by the club delegates at the Multiple 

District 11 Convention Business Meeting to be held on Saturday, May 18th at the 

Sheraton by Marriott Airport Hotel in Grand Rapids: 

Resolved That Article VIII Section 1 the administrative fund tax (member dues) 

be increased to $12.00 effective July 1, 2024 with semi-annual payments of 

$6.00 be collected September 10, 2024 and March 10, 2025; and 

Be it further Resolved That the dues be increased to $14.00 with semi-annual 

payments of $7.00 be collected September 10, 2025 and March 10, 2026 and 

each year thereafter. 

This requires an amendment to Article VIII, Section 1 of the MD11 By-laws. 

Currently Article VIII Section 1 reads: 

Section 1. MULTIPLE DISTRICT REVENUE. To provide revenue for approved 

multiple district projects and to defray the administrative expenses of the multiple 

district, an annual multiple district administrative fund tax of $10.00 is hereby 

levied upon each member of each club in the multiple district and shall be 

collected and paid in advance by each club in two (2) semi-annual payments as 

follows: $5.00 per club member on September tenth of each year to cover the 

semi-annual period July 1 to December 31; and $5.00 per club member on March 

tenth of each year, to cover the semi-annual period January 1 to June 30, with 

billings of the same to be based upon the roster of each club as of the first days of 

July and January, respectively. Said tax shall be paid to the council 

secretary/treasurer by each club in the multiple district, except newly chartered 

and reorganized clubs, which shall collect and pay said tax on a pro-rata basis from 

the first day of the second month following the date of their organization or 
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JUVENILE DIABETES CAMP 2024
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REGISTER NOW

DONATE/SPONSOR A CAMPER

THANK YOU
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 27 2023-2024

Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Continued

Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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Register Today for the May 16-18 MD 11 Convention
Registration is  for the MD 11 Lions Convention May 16-18 at the Grand Rapids Sheraton!  PIP Sid
and Lion Judy Scruggs will be our LCI VIP guest speakers.  Please share this reminder with your club/district
members.  Anyone registering after May 13 will be registered on-site at the hotel.

Learn at the Convention!  Breakout sessions to be held include:
Friday, May 17
Succulent Gardening Class @ 10:30 am
2:00-4:00 pm
Servant Leadership – PDG David Wineman
Club President & Region Chair Best Practices PCC Dave Hill & PDG Paul Hodge
Hope to Walk – Changing the World with Prosthetic Legs  Lions Kristen & Phil
Lions of Michigan Foundation – Disaster Grants and More for Michigan

Saturday, May 18
2:00 Service Project:  Kid’s Coalition Against Hunger

2:30-4:30 p.m.
Mission 1.5 and Michigan Lions.  Changing the World!
Lions Informational Panel Discussion with PIP Sid Scruggs

The Lions of Michigan All State Band will perform at 5:45 pm on Saturday, followed by a reception to honor
State Treasurer Paul Hemeryck for his many years of service as the Lions of Michigan State Treasurer.

See you soon!
Lion Wendy

Wendy Burns, Executive Director
Lions Clubs of Michigan
5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI  48911
517-887-6640 ext. 103 517-887-6642 (fax)
www.lionsofmi.com

Cabinet Meeting Minutes/Reports
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District News

Leadership Officers Confirmed at
11-E2 District Convention

Lion Marie Leathers was nominated and confirmed as Vice District Governor
and Lion Dennis Gocha was nominated and confirmed as District Governor at
the Alpena convention.

Congrats to our future leaders!

District Governor Steve Murch, next year's Vice Governor Marie
Leathers, and next year's District Governor Dennis Gocha
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MAY 2024
State Of Michigan Proclamation:  WHITE CANE WEEK — April 26 – May 5, 2024
Mother’s Day — May 12, 2024
MD-11 Convention — May 16, 2024 — Grand Rapids Sheraton by Marriott, Grand Rapids.
   Go to lionsofmi.com for details on registration and hotel reservations.
Armed Forces Day — May 18, 2024
Memorial Day — May 27, 2024

JUNE 2024
Lions International Convention — June 21, 2024 — Melbourne, Australia —
  More info at https://lionscon.lionsclubs.org/

On the Mend Reported
Petoskey Lion Julie Haase is mending a broken left arm caused by a fall.

No passings were reported this month.

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

 0 New Member Reported
  Information From Club Activities Sent In

https://lionscon.lionsclubs.org/
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Alpena Lions
APRIL 2024

The Alpena Lions Club welcomed Patti Ahlgren and Brad McRoberts to their Tuesday lunch meeting. Patti was
invited to discuss her experience in being a Kidney Donor, Brad was there as a Recipient of a donated kidney.
Patti's story is one of selfless giving which has provided a new lease on life for Brad. Through their friendship
at church Patti learned that Brad was on a list for a donor kidney, a list that can be as long as five years.

Patti discussed the idea of donating a kidney with her husband and family. With very little hesitation Patti
advised Brad of her intent to donate her kidney in an effort to get Brad the kidney he needed. Since her blood
type, AB, was not compatible with Brad's, B, a direct donation was not
possible. The University of Michigan located a donor for Brad and they
found a recipient for Patti's kidney.

So on October 18th of 2023 she donated her kidney in Brads name,
in turn Brad received a kidney from a compatible donor. Forward to
today; both are doing well, the donation and transplant provided the
miracle that Brad was looking for. They are now serving as mentors;
guiding others through the process of kidney donation.

Kidney donation is promoted by the Alpena Lions Club, through their
committee "Donate Life". Working with the Gift of Life Michigan and
Eversight Michigan we encourage organ and eye donation. Local Lion
Ken Dully chairs this committee and is supported by fellow Lions Bev
Bodem and Pat Hentkowski. For more information on the Alpena
Lions please visit the Alpena Lions on Facebook or our website
alpenalionsclub.com

The Alpena Lions Club celebrated Earth Day by cleaning the trash up along US 23 North between Long
Rapids and Hamilton Road. The Alpena Lions adopted this section of highway as a part of the State of
Michigan Department of Transportation, Adopt-A-Highway program. They will be back for the summer
pickup the end of July. The Alpena Lions Club meets weekly on Tuesday at the First Congregational
United Church of Christ.

For more information, visit the Alpena Lions Facebook page or the Alpena Lions website at alpenalionsclub.com.
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Boyne Valley Lions
APRIL 2024
There was a Lions board meeting last Wednesday (April 17):

●  The Boyne Valley Lions donated $750 Eta Nu.
●  Board agreed to schedule more social activities for the club.  Lions James, Judy, and Julie are

 working on this.
●  Lions will schedule a meeting at Camp Daggett to review clean up and repair issues for the Lions

 cabin.
The Lions had a booth at the Boyne Expo where 15 Lion applications were handed out.  Additionally a QR
code was created so visitors could sign up on-line
The plush 3" Lions and Lions key chains that were given out were a huge success.

  Upcoming Events:
●    Adopt - a - Highway.  Saturday, May 4th

   from 9 am - 11 am. Meet in the Great
   Lakes Energy parking lot.

●    Mushroom Festival beginning May 16th -
   May 19th.

The Boyne Valley Lions Club was supported Boyne
City Main Street and help feed all the volunteers
who helped clean up Boyne City today (April 27).
The event was called Buff Up Boyne, and the spring
cleaning results and the town, look great!

From April 24 Meeting Notes

Central  Lake Lions
APRIL 2024
Central Lake Lions hit the road doing road
cleanup on the two mile stretch of M-88.

  Randy Thomas, Rebecca James,
Bob Samuel, JJ & Heather Lambrecht.

 Chantal Wilson

 Di LaBeau, Kevin & Janell Clayton
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East Jordan Lions
APRIL 2024

Lions Bill Chase, Linda and Denny
Gocha raked, cleaned and power
washed the Tourist Park pavilion
for upcoming events.

Cheboygan Lions
APRIL 2024

Cheboygan Lions club
members helping cleanup trash
on US-23.

(L-R) Gary Ashcroft, Cindy
Bauer, Chris Bauer, Richard
Pollex, and Mark Tamlyn taking
the photo.
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K i n d n e s s  M a t t e r s
Editor’s Notes — 2024  by Lion David J. Zimmer

 MAY 2024 — 11-E2 Convention April 20
The calendar has turned to May, the 5th month of the year.  May, like so many months, is named
from a Roman deity, the goddess Maia (Latin Maius), taken from the Greek goddess Maia, a
goddess of fertility and spring—appropriate for the growth and increase we see in the month of
May.  The day of Maios celebrates the final victory of the summer against winter as the victory of
life against death.  May Day is a popular celebration on May 1, a day we in the northern
hemisphere have historically reserved for fun springtime activities, like the dances around a
maypole — a high wooden pole adorned with colors and flowers -- and picnics; “a day when we
can see summer and sprinklers and Popsicles right around the corner.”
While we celebrate May Day, there is a very different use of the word “Mayday”, an internationally
recognized radio word to signal distress ("Mayday! Mayday!").  It came into use in England,  the
early 1920s, when S.O.S had been used for decades as the distress signal on the telegraph.  But
it was harder to hear the words “S.O.S.” clearly over the telephones and radios of the time, so it
was necessary to use an easily understood word that couldn’t be mistaken for something else.
The United States formally adopted it as an official radiotelegraph distress signal in 1927.

For those of you who didn’t attend the District 11-E2 Convention, here is a short look at it:
The Annual District 11-E2 Convention was held in the Alpena Community College building in
Alpena this year. This year the Convention was Saturday April 20th, a one day event instead the
3 days done in the past.  Three activities were scheduled for Leadership and District Cabinet
members Friday evening:  Registration and Certification for early Lions, a District Cabinet Meeting,
and a District Project Org Meeting.
The opening Convention Saturday Morning started at 9 am, with District Service Projects and
Registration & Certification for arriving Lions.  Then there was a 10 am Memorial Service for Lions
we’ve lost this year, and a short business session on some of what the District has done, is doing
or planning to do.
Multiple District Projects, the things we Lions do, were brought up.  A very interesting Leader Dog
new video about the prison puppy raisers program was shown.  We learned that puppies trained
by prison inmates train a higher percentage of dogs that become Leader Dogs than puppies
trained by regular citizens — puppies are with prisoners 24/7, unlike people who have to work.
We also learned things about Lions Bear Lake Camp and Kidsight with slide shows.  The growing
Bear Lake Camp, near Lapeer, Michigan, gives visually impaired and deaf and hard of hearing
children opportunities to experience swimming and boating, archery, climbing tower and zipline,
arts and crafts, make friends, and many other things they may never had.  The Kidsight program
examines the condition of young children’s eyes to find any problems and get the child to medical
care when needed.  This and several other interesting things were offered.
District Awards were given out to deserving Lions for their Service over the year or years.  The
District Elections confirmed East Jordan Lion Dennis Gocha District Governer, and Central Lake
Lion Marie Leathers Vice District Governer for next year.  The District Raffle, with many items to
win, was the last event of the Convention.
I can speak only for my own experience at the Convention.  I thought it was done very well, moved
fast enough to avoid boringness, covered a load of topics, and kept serious business mingled with
sprinkles of laughter.  Dare I say — it was fun!  I also have to say you could feel the Leadership’s
dedication to Lionism concepts and their conviction to keep it growing for a strong future.
I recommend attending the next Convention.  Learn, laugh, meet other Lions, experience Lionism.
(To be held at Tree Tops Resort, Gaylord — 1 day Convention, TBD April, 2025)
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 Total solar eclipse April 8, 2024 solar eclipse from full sun to total eclipse to full sun again

Photos from
Space.com

Photos by Duane Durflinger
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE:  Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

●Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

●Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!

FALSE:   Trivia item F:  Moia is made up, totally bogus.   All the others are true as far as science
knows now — it is always possible that some future discovery will change what we now think.
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