
Notable Quotes:  “Wilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of
the human spirit, and as vital to our lives as water and good
bread.” — Edward Abbey

We Serve

DG Dennis Gocha

District Governor’s Message
Hello fellow Lions:

The convention took place at Treetops and what a
convention it was! Thank you to all who helped to
make it possible. We tried some different things this
year, and hope that you filled out the evaluation in
your registration packet. We will read the evaluations
and keep them in mind when planning our next
convention. We made 360 hygiene kits and gave 150
of the 360 hygiene kits to the Women's Resource
Center, which is a shelter for people
impacted by domestic and sexual violence. The other
hygiene kits were given to the Lions clubs to
distribute into their communities.

It’s time to enter your officer positions for the coming year and our GST will be
emailing you the steps to do this in the MyLion system. We’d like all clubs to
enter a Membership chairperson.

Between now and May 16, 2025, each club is challenged to achieve a new
positive growth of 3 members. The clubs that reach this goal will be entered
into a special drawing for a Melvin Jones award. The winning club will have the
honor of presenting this prestigious recognition to a deserving member in
their club. We are about two members below our membership from last year,
so lets try to bring this up!

The State Convention is coming up on May 15-17th and will be at the
Doubletree Hotel Inn in Bay City. There will be a carnival theme with games,
prizes, and a baked pie auction, etc.  Also there will be an awards dinner.
There are also sponsorship opportunities from $150 - $1000. So even if you
can’t attend, think about sponsoring this great event.

We are looking for a First Vice District Governor, so if you know of anyone that
you think would make a good one, please let me know.

District Governor
Dennis Gocha
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2024-2025 DISTRICT OFFICERS
REFERENCE LIST

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
East Jordan Lions

Dennis Gocha
231-350-1906

dennygocha@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Steve Murch
Alpena Lions Club

stevemurch49707@gmail.
com

VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

Central Lake Lions
Marie Leathers

lionmarieleathers@gmail.
com

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
TEAM COORDINATOR

Dave Zeller
Alpena Lions Club

989-657-4702
W: 989-354-2175

dzeller52@gmail.com

2nd VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

 GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
DISTRICT

COORDINATOR
Linda Gocha

231-536-0837 or
231-350-0204.

CABINET SECRETARY/
TREASURER

Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club

989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

 GLOBAL EXTENSION
TEAM COORDINATOR

Steve Murch

stevemurch49707@gmail.
com

Note:  This information is up to date at the time of this
publication, but is subject to change as adjustments are needed.
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ZC Bill Chase
East Jordan Lions Club
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Alpena Lions Club
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krobdi@gmail.com.
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From  International President
 Fabricio Oliveira

I had an incredible experience at the 47th annual Lions Day with
the United Nations in Geneva, where Lions and Leos gathered at
the historic Palais des Nations to celebrate our theme, “The Future
of Service.”

From thoughtful dialogue to new global connections, every
moment reflected our shared commitment to building a better
world through service. Coming together in one of Europe’s most
influential cities reminded us of the power of unity, compassion,
and action.

Thank you to everyone who joined us. You continue to inspire the
future of our mission.

From Facebook Entry
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 1.5 Bulletin
A bulletin from your international president and  1.5,

sharing inspiring, life-changing stories.

Webisode Three

Our guest is Past District
Governor Bjorn Hagerstrand
from Finland. PDG Bjorn is the
leader of a group of Lions
throughout Europe that has
raised over €1.4 million to
provide stoves to Ukrainians
affected by war. You can support
this project by donating today!

Watch now

169,269
Members Added
These members’ lives will be forever changed, as yours has since
becoming a Lion, and the lives impacted by these members will
be countless. (Data is from 7/1/24-3/31/25)

1,726
New Clubs Formed
Just as your club transforms your community, these groups unite
to create lasting change in theirs. (Data is from 7/1/24-3/31/25)
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Donate Fundraiser
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Welcome to this Month's Newsletter

Greetings Lions, Supporters, and Camp Family,

May has arrived, and with it, a steady sense of gratitude. The past month
unfolded in ways that left an impact, through the unexpected support, through
the people who continue to show up, and through the quiet work being done
behind the scenes. What’s happening here isn’t loud or flashy, but it’s
meaningful. Every part of it. Lions Bear Lake Camp is growing, not just in
numbers, but in heart.

CAMPFIRE CHATS: STORIES THAT STAY WITH YOU
This month, we’re spotlighting some powerful moments—our feature on 

, a behind-the-scenes look at Identities Screen Printing,
reflections from our Challenge Course Director, and insight into our VIB
program. These aren’t just updates. They’re reminders of what makes Bear
Lake Camp so meaningful.

 CAMP UPDATES
From the Wild Game Dinner to hosting the District 11-D2 Convention, April was
packed with connection and impact.

 LBLC SPOTLIGHTS
Meet Board Member Martha Owens, staff member Cynthia Slater, and our
friends at Lapeer County Search and Rescue—three names, one shared
mission: making camp stronger.

 UPCOMING EVENTS
Work Bee (May 10) • Golf Classic (June 9) • Baseball BBQ (July 27) • Clay

Shoot (Sept 6) • Ultra Marathon (Oct 4)
You can also sponsor a camper, volunteer your time, or pick something off our
wishlist. However you choose to get involved, we’re grateful you’re part of the
Bear Lake story.

Get Involved or Donate
Open the attached newsletter for full stories, updates, and more!

Thank you for being part of the Lions Bear Lake Camp family—together, we’re
creating lasting memories and making a real impact. Please download and
share our newsletters and invite your friends, family, club members, and fellow
supporters to sign up today.

Enjoy!
-The Bear Lake Camp Team DONATE NOW

DONATE NOWDONATE NOWDONATE NOW

https://bearlakecamp.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac495e73af45140dcaa3ac6bd&id=294fe5abda&e=850097a1d9
https://bearlakecamp.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac495e73af45140dcaa3ac6bd&id=294fe5abda&e=850097a1d9
https://bearlakecamp.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac495e73af45140dcaa3ac6bd&id=294fe5abda&e=850097a1d9
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2024 By The Numbers
Approximately 9600 children were diagnosed 

with cancer in the US alone!

Roughly 1 in  260 children develop cancer
before their 20th birthday.

There is a direct correlation between a 
pediatric cancer diagnosis and poverty.

1 in 5 children diagnoses already live in poverty

After diagnosis, 1 in 4 families will lose 40% of their 
income. This comes from a parent having to leave 
their job or take time off to care for the child. 

In 2018, 17,293 children were diagnosed with
cancer in the United States.

That is equal to 47 families receiving this
devastating news every single day!

Of those diagnosed, nearly 5000 of them were 
diagnosed with CNS tumors.

These account for roughly 25% of all pediatric
cancer diagnoses. 

What is a CNS tumor?

CNS stands for Central Nervous system. These 
tumors develop in the brain and spinal cord.

They are the most common tumors in children.

Signs/Symptoms of CNS tumors

• Vision/speech/hearing problems
• Coordination problems, ie. Difficulty walking/loss of balance
• Seizures
• Unexplained weight loss/gain
• Tilting head to one side
• Weakness/tingling on one side
• Personality changes
• Memory/concentration issues
• Endocrine issues, ie., early puberty/increased thirst
• Back pain
• Scoliosis
• Increased head size in infants

Complications from treating CNS tumors

• Damage to brain/nervous system
• Problems with coordination, muscle strength, speech, eyesight

• Post surgery complications
• Infection, bleeding, problems with anesthesia

• Delayed growth/development
• Learning problems
• Reproductive problems/infertility
• Recurrence of cancer
• Increased risk of other cancers in adulthood

It is estimated that between 2020 and 2050

13.7 Million children be diagnosed

11.1 Million will die if there are no major investments
in intervensions made.

Of those, 45% will go undiagnosed, and 85% of those
cases will be in developing countries.

In 2009, the average hospital stay for pediatric 
cancer treatment was 8 days!

These stays cost 5 times what the average stay 
costs for other conditions. 

The cost per day is approximately 70% greater 
than the same stay for a child receiving
Treatment for another condition.

Pediatric Cancer 
Facts
LIONS DISTRICT 11-E2 DISTRICT CONVENTION
APRIL 26, 2025

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

9



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 13 2024-2025

This slide show has recent statistics you may
not know about Pediatric Cancer.

Presented by Rebecca James at the 11-E2
Convention on April 26.

Now you now.

It’s not all bad news

There are currently more than half 
a million survivors of pediatric cancer 
in the United States. 

How can you help?

•Fundraise

•Advocate

•Support local families

What is DIPG?
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma-aggressive brain cancer. 

DIPG is almost exclusively a pediatric cancer.

DIPG accounts for roughly 80% of all pediatric brain 
stem tumors.

The survival rate for DIPG is 11 months post diagnosis. 

The 2 year survival rate is less than 10%

Mortality rates
Pediatric cancer is the number  one cause of death for children from 
disease. It is second only to auto fatalities overall.

14% of children diagnosed with cancer will die within 5 years of diagnosis. 
Of those that survive past that, 18% will die within the next 25 years.

There is an average of 70 potential life years lost when a child dies from 
cancer, versus just 14 years for adults, who tend to succumb to cancer 
much later in life,

Some cancers have a higher survival rate than others.

The 5 year survival rate ranges for 0% for some cancer, such as DIPG, to 90% 
survivability for cancers such as leukemia. 

World Wide, 100,000 children die 
every year from cancer

Children living in low to middle income 
countries are 4 times more likely to die from 
cancer than those living in high income 
countries.

Drug Development
Between 2009 and 2019, 9 of 11 drugs that were created to 
treat acute lymphoblastic leukeima, the most common form, 
were in and out of availability.

Of the 200 drugs approved by the FDA to treat cancer through 
2021, only 35 of those were approved for use in children.

29 of those were originally approved for use only in adults. 
That means that only 6 drugs have been developed specifically 
to address the needs of children’s small bodies during treatment

The median lag time for a drug to go from the first human trial 
phase to the first child trial phase as approved by the FDA is 6.5 years!!!

10

11
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 District 11-E2 Cabinet Meeting  04/26/2025
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 District 11-E2 Cabinet Meeting  04/26/2025
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 District 11-E2 Cabinet Meeting  04/26/2025

Eversight
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 District 11-E2 Cabinet Meeting  04/26/2025
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The 2025 District 11-E2 Annual Convention April 25-26
The 49th District Convention, managed by the East Jordan Lions, was held on April 25 and 26 at
Treetops Resort in Gaylord.  TEAMWORK was the theme of the convention.
A service project, making hygiene bags for the Women’s Resource Center in Gaylord, was carried out
on Friday night.
The Saturday itinerary was filled with very interesting speakers and events.  We learned al lot, and
enjoyed the presentations.
The April Cabinet District Meeting was the first event of the morning, 9:00 to 10:00 AM.  Some awards
for special actions were given as well. This was followed by several speakers on various topics:
Environmental, Bear Lake Camp, Childhood Cancer, and Eversight.  Past International President Ron
Keller, with wife Kitty, spoke at the noon luncheon and evening dinner.  Dr. Gary Anderson also spoke
at lunch about special soccer balls for the blind.  There was also a peace poster presentation at lunch.
More awards were also given out for honored recipients.
Afternoon events included a Memorial Service for passed Lions, videos for LCIF, and LMF.  The
Elections for the coming year’s leadership were done in mid-afternoon, followed by a raffle for
contributed objects and gift cards.
This was indeed a successful convention, well guided, not boring, interesting topics, learned things,
good food, and had fun.  Kudos to the District leadership and East Jordan Lions and the guests for
Service well done.  (Pictures not available now will be coming for the next Newsletter in June.)
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Please consider making a club donation to Lions Club International Foundation this Lions year if you
have not already done so.  It's important that our clubs support LCIF so that LCIF can support
needs in our district, state and world wide.  I would be glad to make a presentation on LCIF to any
club that would like one.  Just let me know when and where so we can arrange it.
Thanks for your support.
PDG Bill Gaines
LCIF Coordinator 11E2
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MAY 2025
MD11 CONVENTION — May 15-17, 2025 — DOUBLETREE HOTEL Bay City —Guest Speaker LCI

President Oliveira

Mother’s Day — May 11, 2025                   Memorial Day — May 26, 2025

JULY 2025

LIONS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION —  July 13 - 17, 2025 — Orlando, Florida

On the Mend Reported
East Jordan Lions: Linda Chase is recuperating from knee surgery.
          Michael Burr is recovering from a stroke.
           Kim Forster is recovering from surgery.

We wish each of these Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!

 1 New Member Reported

  Information From Club Activities Sent In

NO Passings Reported
  We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends
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Boyne Valley Lions
APRIL 2025
From April 23 club meeting:
Upcoming Events:
Arbor Day - This Friday 4/25: From 10am - noon deciduous and non-deciduous tree saplings will be given
away.  Come early as the trees go fast!  Boyne City will be giving away evergreens.
Lion Greg Lawton is hosting a volunteer day to plant trees at Lake Louise at 9 am.  Bring gloves.
Tail Twister Winners Today (April 23, 2025):
We had three winners for the tail twister game today.  They were Lion Eleanor, Lion Nate and our guest

 speaker Greg Vadnais.

From the Friends of the Boyne District Library -
Dear Boyne Valley Lions Club,
We are absolutely thrilled and deeply grateful for your incredibly generous $500 donation to the Boyne District Library!
Your support truly means the world to us and makes a tangible difference in our ability to serve the community.
Thanks to your kindness, we can continue to enrich lives by: Purchase new books, audiobooks, and DVDs – Offer
educational programs and events for all ages – Maintain our technology and resources.   Every contribution, especially
one as significant as yours, allows us to maintain a vibrant and essential resource for everyone in the Boyne Valley
Area. We are so appreciative of your partnership and your commitment to our community. Thank you for helping the
Boyne District Library thrive!
Sincerely, Friends of the Boyne District Library

Central Lake Lions
APRIL 2025

District Governor Dennis Gocha swore in new member Dr.
Ryan Cunningham at the Central Lake Lions Club meeting.
He was sponsored by Bob Labeau.
DG Gocha: “Welcome Ryan and thank you Central Lake
for a warm welcome to Linda and I.”
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East Jordan Lions
APRIL 2025
East Jordan had a successful Easter Fun and Games
event for the elementary children. There was candy,
games and prizes given away to about 90 kids.

Winners of the bikes were Cole
Riddle, age 11 and Nora Cousineau
age 9 pictured with King Lion Dennis
Gocha.

EJ Lions with lion and Easter bunny characters.

District 11-E2 had PID Ron Keller speak at the 11-E2 District
Convention at Treetops Resort in Gaylord.

 : PID Ron Keller, DG Dennis, Linda Gocha and
Ron’s wife Kitty —

:: SD10 DG
Scott Kwarciany,
DG Gocha, Linda
Gocha, Judy Keller;

: 1VDG Aleta
Cozart, MD-11
governor Carl
Cozart
—attended.
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Oscoda Lions
APRIL 2025
Today Tony Priebe, Tony Bol, Scott Bucich
repurposed this ramp that we installed last
year and was no longer needed.

The homeowner who needs this ramp will be
home this weekend from Mexico. The lady of
the house had a stroke while in Mexico and is
in a wheelchair.

The extra materials needed to install the
ramp came to $63.74 and the man hours
were 15 hrs. Thanks Tony.

We Serve.

Today April 16 Scott and
Tony built this ramp for a
Vet who has back and neck
issues. We started the
project at 9am this morning
and finished at 11.15am
today.

4.5-man hours and materials
came to $121. And the VA
will be paying for the
materials.

We Serve.

Thanks Tony.

From Facebook Online
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K i n d n e s s  M a t t e r s
Editor’s Notes — 2025  by Lion David J. Zimmer

April began with the devastation of the Ice Hurricane.  The first few days nearly everyone had no
electirc power, except those with a generator.  Many people were without power for weeks, and the
connection to the internet took even longer to come back on for some.  April had 19 days of 32
degrees or lower temperatures in this area.  Only 12 days had high temperatures above 52 degrees,
the halfway temperature between 32 degrees and 72 degrees.  There were 5 days of temperatures
above 60 degrees, including a 72 and a 75 degree high.  On April 29, the high was 72 degrees here,
and the low dropped to 32 degrees on the same day.
All in all, it’s been a cold Spring season.  It must be rough on the many workers putting up downed
power lines or removing trees and limbs off roads, yards, and hiking and biking trails.  We need these
people and what they do, and we need to recognize their service to our areas.  The cleanup of millions
of trees and branches will take months, or years.  At least May will be warmer for the cleanup crews.
There is no doubt that the weather is changing as our planet gets a little warmer each year.  I say “a
little warmer” as many areas don’t feel much warmer, maybe even cooler like our own Winter and
Spring this year, while other areas have suffered in 3 digit temperatures.
Environment is one of the Lions Cubs major causes.  We need to understand the Environment if we
are “to protect the environment to create healthier communities and a more sustainable world.”  The
Environment is basically everything surrounding us; air, earth, fire, water, all life forms.  We humans
are part of the Environment.  We can’t control the Environment, but we can affect it, for good or bad.
Most scientists who researched global warming found that the warming is, if not the total reason
because of our pollution and gases being released into the air from human activity, at least a helping
addition to plantery warming.  For several  decades the earth is getting an average of 1 or more
degrees warmer.  Some areas on the planet may have raised only a 1/2 degree, while somewhere
else the degrees have raised 1 and 1/2 or 2 degrees.  But what ever the warming is at, every air and
water molecule is getting warmer.  Heat is energy, and a temperature rise that occurs around a 1
degree average in every square inch of air on the planet is a HUGE amount of energy.  It results in
stronger winds, more potent storms, hurricanes, and tornadoes, droughts, floods.  The jet streams
high in the sky grow stronger, pushing winter arctic air to southern states, or carry warm air to the
arctic and melt glaciers.  All these things have happened recently.  The Ice Hurricane was that energy
powered storm in north Michigan.  There will likely be even more energy, and even more devastating
events if the warming continues.  Melting arctic ice means rising oceans, and it it’s very possible that
the rising Atlantic waters will begin to encroach on the shores of Forida, with salt water soaking into
the ground and creating undrinkable water. There is still much environment data we don’t know yet.
Problems for humans are also problems for many animals.  Polar bears are losing their homes as ice
sheets melt away.  Many polar bears have traveled south in search of food, and mated with grizzly
bears, creating a new type of bear known as a “pizzly” or “grolar”, identified through their DNA.
DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is “an extremely long macromolecule, the main component of
chromosomes and is the material that transfers genetic characteristics in all life forms, constructed
of two nucleotide strands coiled around each other in a ladderlike arrangement.”  We mostly think of
DNA as charting family ancesters, or as a police clue found in hair, blood, or saliva at crime scenes
that identify the criminal.  There is much more to DNA used in medical and scientific research.
Scientists found a rare tyrannosaurus rex bone that hadn’t been fossilized, and found DNA that turned
out to be closest to chickens and ostriches.  Now scientists no longer consider all birds to be relatives
of dinosaurs, they are dinosaurs that survived the dinosaur extinction and mutated into today’s birds.
DNA confirms that Chimpanzees share 98.8% of the same genes with humans, which isn’t surprising.
Fungi were once considered a type of plants, but fungi got it’s own kingdom in 1969.  Further DNA
research found that fungi are genetically closer to humans than to plants — fungi share a common
ancestor more than a billion years ago.  Humans share roughly 50% of our DNA with average fungi.
Our environment is yet a mystery to be solved, with DNA having many surprises yet to reveal.
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  Trees still standing at Viewland,
but showing the damage of broken limbs
and torn off tops.

 Trees downed along the
Bear River park.  Many trees snapped off
the trunk, and many were uprooted, all
taken down by the heavy ice and strong
winds.

  The Viewland was
designated as a dumping point for tree
limbs. The first picture shows the massive
tree limbs piled on the left side.  The piled
tree limbs are picked up and dumped into
a shredder, and shredded wood is carried
up a conveyer to the top of the mound.
The bottom picture shows the Viewland a
few days after the other photo.  The trees
were gone from the parking area, with the
shredded mound still there.  The shredded
wood is supposed be taken to Gaylord to
be burned for creating electricity power.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE:  Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

●Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

●Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!

mailto:dlzim47@gmail.com
mailto:dlzim47@gmail.com

