Dear Fellow Lions of District 11-E2,

We’re back from the excitement and inspiration of the Lions International
Convention in Orlando and now it’s time to get to work!

We'll start out by thanking our Immediate Past District Governor Denny
Gocha for his great leadership and service over the past year. Please use
the SignUp link for his Appreciation Dinner on August 18 at Tourist Park in
East Jordan or contact Linda Gocha at 231-350-0204.

Ouir first cabinet meeting on August 23 will include a motivational speaker to get us all inspired
to continue our great service. We will have training to be certified KidSight screeners and also
talk about ways to successfully approach your schools to schedule screenings. The cabinet
meeting, which is open to ALL Lions, will help you learn more about our District and the great
things the District has to offer your clubs and communities. It will be at St Francis Episcopal
Church, 6441 W M-72 in Grayling. We will start at 10:00 a.m. and have a potluck lunch. RSVP is
not necessary but if you use the SignUp link or contact me if you plan to attend it will help us to
plan accordingly.

We've applied for and received a grant for Zone Chair training, which will take place on Sept 27
in Gaylord. While this is intended for current Zone Chairs, | would like to extend an invitation to
any Lions that might consider future leadership roles to attend. Please contact me so that we
will have enough materials prepared. Lunch and snacks will be provided at this free event.

Another great learning experience is the Leadership Institute training from November 7-9 at
Higgins Lake. This is a great experience for new and emerging leaders at all levels. If you've
already attended the Leadership Institute then consider signing up for the Graduate Institute.

Be sure to nominate one of your club’s service projects for the Kindness Matters Service Award.
The nomination form explains the process and requirements. Please email your nominations
prior to the August 23 cabinet meeting, or you can bring them with you to the cabinet meeting
where you will have a chance to promote your club’s nomination and vote on which project will
move on to the state level.

If your club qualifies for the 2024-25 Cllub Excellence Award, the completed application must be
submitted by August 31. Please note that the 2025-26 qualifications are changing, and includes
participation in the “Weeks of Service” initiative: Mental Health and Well Being October 4-12,
Hunger January 3-11 and Environment April 18-26, so be sure to plan accordingly.

Last but not least, I'm so excited that our district is applying for a $150,000 LCIF Hunger Grant
to purchase equipment for the new Food Bank of Eastern Michigan facility coming to Gaylord.
This facility will directly and indirectly impact every county in our district. We plan to have a
representative at our cabinet meeting, so be sure to be there with all your questions!

Thank you for all you do!

Marie Leathers

District Governor, 11-E2

“Alone we can do so little, Together we can do so much” - Helen Keller


https://signup.com/go/WhnKmPY
mailto:dennygocha@gmail.com
https://signup.com/go/noawBzj
mailto:lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
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Make your coninbution io the fulure with a donaiion today,

Lions Clubs International

FOUNDATION

%

Dear Lions and Leos,

Welcome to a new Lion year — a new chapter of service, kindness
and global impact. | am honored to serve as chairperson of our global
foundation, inspired by the generosity that helped us reach so many
last year. Celebrating LCIF's success at the 107th Lions International
Convention was a proud moment. With your support, we raised over
USH81 million for future service.

As we beqin a new fiscal year, | look forward to trying new things and

finding different ways to encourage support of our foundation. During
the last fiscal year, | was proud to introduce the very first FVDG/DGE
fundraising challenge that raised more than US%1 million for LCIF. As
you read this newsletter, | hope you too are inspired to support the

foundation in new ways — by donating, applying for grants or sharing

our impact. | look forward to the incredible LCIF-funded projects ahead
and connecting with many of you this year.

At your service,

Fabricio Oliveira, LCIF Chairperson

Thank You Donors

Your generosity enables Lions and Leos worldwide to serve more people
whenever and wherever they need our help. Every donation, no matter

the amount, enhances our impact and expands our reach.

Learn More D
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i Lions Clubs International

FOUNDATION

Historic roodlng
devastates Central
Texas.

LCIF grant funding will enable Lions to help vicims recover and
rebuild.

g LIGHSELUESG GII]I‘JI"IA Eﬂ

Plalo by Brs

Heavy rainfall and catastrophic flash flooding devastated areas of
Texas in the United States. More than 100 people were killed or
remain missing, including dozens of children. The flooding displaced
many people, destroying homes and severely damaging critical
infrastructure, including roads and river crossings.

When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude strikes, we, as Lions, are
ready to help. Right beside us is Lions Clubs International Foundation
(LCIF), our global foundation. LCIF is mobilizing funds, including
Emergency Grants and a US%$100,000 Major Catastrophe Grant, to
empower Lions in the impacted areas to help their communities
recover.

Your donation can make a difference.

HELP NOW

Your generous donation to LCIF's Disaster Relief Fund, specifically
reserved for all disaster relief, helps Lions continue to serve!

To learn more about LCIF Disaster Relief grants, visit lionsclubs.org/
disastergrants or email LCIFGlobalGrants@lionsclubs.org.

100% of donations benefit grants and programs and qualify for Melvin
Jones Fellowsfup (MUF) or Progressive MIF credit.

This email waz sent to all Lions worldwide.
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MISSION 1.5 »

MISSION 1.5 Bulletin

A bulletin from your international president and MISSION 1.5,
sharing inspiring, life-changing stories.

Lions Feeding the World

A meal feeds more than the body. It feeds the soul. That goes for
the person recewing as well as the person providing it Too often,
hunger goes unnoticed in our communities. This is especially true
for children. As Lions, it is our duty to serve the most vulnerable
5o they can reach their full potential.

Webisode Five

Cur guest is Lion Kehinde
Orejoko of Nigeria. Clubs in her
district are leading the way in
providing for those who need it
most. Listen to her stories of how
much Lions have received by

giving.

ﬁ, MISSIONT.5 »

> Watch now

Members Added

These members' lives will be forever changed, as yours has since
becoming a Lion, and the lives impacted by these members will
be countless. {Data is from 7/1/24-6/30/25)

2,467

New Clubs Formed

Just as your club transforms your community, these groups unite
to create lasting change in theirs. {(Data is from 7/1/24-6/30/25)

This email was sent to all Lions worldwide.
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FROM INTERNATIONA

MENTAL
HEALTH&
WEI.L-BEING .

 OCTOBER4-1
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2024-2025

CLUB EXCELLENCE AND 5 STAR EXCELLENCE AWARD APPLICATION

Thiz application features criteria for the Club Excellence Award and 5 Star Excellence Award. As you go throwgh the application,
please check all qualification bowas that your club has met. At the end of the application ara critaria for the 5 Star Excallance Award.
Your club will be awarded either the Club Excellence Award or the 5 Star Excellence Award.

GClub name: Club numbear: District

F024-2025 club president name:

Membar number: Email address:

1. MEMBERSHIP
Achieved a net growth of two (2] members or 10% or more members (whichever iz greater) or Chartered a new Lions cub,

Mame of Lions club:

2. SERVICE

Slarled A naw servica projecl, Sonsider ore of o global causes! Explain:

Lizt thrae service sctivities vour club participated in that were reported to Lions Intemational:

3. LGIF
Coniributed to LCIF an amount greater than or equal to the club's mermbership total muttiplied by US$10.

Year-end menmbearship count ¥ USHI0=

4, LEADEREHIP AND DRGANIZATIONAL EXGELLENGE

Club iz in Good Standing: Not in States Duwe or Financial suspension. District dues paid and no unpaid balance with Lions International greater than
|F5550 outstanding 90 days or mare.

Reported club officers to Licns Intomational.
Key officers participate in club officer trainmg,
Diztrict Webmars
Multiple district Lions Learning Center

Intarmnational
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9. MARKETING
The club has publicized its service activities through local media or social media.
Provide a link to where they were publicized:

Learn more about promoting your club and activities, and learn about the Marketing Award.

DOES YOUR CLUB QUALIFY FOR THE 5 STAR EXCELLENCE AWARD?
Achieved the Club Excellence Award.
Membership increase of 20% (minimum of five (5) members for small clubs).

Minimum donations of US$20 per member or US$1,000 (whichever is less).

Annual service and membership report submitted.

2024-2025 district governor signature®: District:

District governor member number: Date:

“If sent from district governor s registered email, it qualihes as signature on applications submitted electronically,

Due by: August 31, 2025
Send to: clubexcellenceaward@lionsclubs.org
Awards mailed to: 2025-2026 district governors

Request to review award eligibility from a disqualified club will be considered only if received at Lions International Headquarters within 12 months after
completion of the Lion year, provided that the original application form is already filed at Lions International.

AVON

@E Lions International

el
o rvari®

District and Clubs Administration
Lions International
300 W. 22nd St.

Oak Brook IL 60523-8842 USA
www.lionsclubs.org DA-CEA 4/2024 EN
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Welcome 2025-2026 Club

As your club officer term begins, you hold a unique position to
empower your club and guide it to success. Familiarize yourself
with the helpful tools and resources available to support you

AUGUST 2025

Lions International

Officers

throughout the year.

DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER

Club Officer Guide. This guide provides tools and resources
available to help you excel in your individual roles and
responsibilities and as a leader of a unified and effective team
of club members and officers. » Learn more

Best Practice for Financial Transparency. This resource
provides your club with general best practices in financial
reporting, reimbursement procedures, bank account
management, conducting audits and reviews and more.

» Learn more

Weeks of Service Initiative. Review the new Weeks of
Service Initiative webpage to learn more about the upcoming
weeks of service and get excited to make a difference in your
community! » Learn more

Congratulations on your term as a club officer.

Have questions or need support? Email us at

clubofficers@lionsclubs.org.

This message was sent to Club Presidents, Club First Vice Presidents, Club Secretaries,
and Club Treasurers.

2025-2026




DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2025

This service aword is designed for clubs thot aeate high-impoct servics projects within one of the Lions Internationol global touses: diildhood concer, diobetes, disasler
relief, environment, honger, homanitarion, visien or youth.

Owernll objectives include:
Ercauinging cmolieily ond tecogzizing hish-mpod seite proacls
Rewceding cluts lor Bigh-cofiher sewice nciifias within ent of the lians Inteinaandd ghbol couses
Eligibility
i tetel ol 30 nommatioes wil be awarded 1 fo club lewl with o misimuem of thiee swands rseevid Tor Leo dubs. Elighle nesinetizns must:
Ramrin in octiva sfibes
Rapart hair graject(s] in te presious Lion yere vin the Lan Foral By July 31
Med hmiz recaiied the owand wztin dhe grewicus thies an yzoms
Crifario
iwerd considambion will b= gvan #2 chibs pesfarming s=rvica that:
Arldrasszs 21 lezst an of the lions Intenatione] globel couses childhand conces, dishedes, dsnster raliaf, erdranment, bumnritarion, hunger, vaion or pouth
Dameastratas cranlinily ond irnoelian
Arhimies impod af sczle ond loog-lemm suslonobilily

Ls25 Lians Intemnztiannd’s uelues o shope pasitive experiences ond eeeate engonement and cornedtian with the Litas brand {this is dlso knawn as “elewating the lions hinnd ™)

HOW TO RATE NOMINATIONS

The Tolaeirg section will help fo distict and molighe disnic) levels sote weoebeed saminations f detetoene whics nemingtans adeence r the nex) lel.
Plense note: It is rerammendzd 1o nzsamble the dishict cahivet of the distict lvel ond the councd of qoveenars of the multiple district laved to Belz datermize which nominnled s2rice projects odwanez o te nect level,

Rafing questions o conshder when reviewlng nominations
Entings shauld hz cznsifered oo o seofa {rom 1-5 (1-%owmess; S-highest) foe the {olloaing aizzin an Eow well the no=inoled sarvice project;

Addrasses needs witkin the Lans Intenotinol glibol cozses: chiddhaod concer, dioketes, diaster eelied, emicznment, humanitesian, Bunger, sison or youth
Demeasiratzs cranlivly

Dizmesiratas innesatian

Achines issport of sczl

Nehimies |zng-Aem suetainotilily

Elzvntes the Linss beand

THE NOMINATION PROCESS
The namimation pioczss sharls af he club level, then maves b the disteiel ond thes multiple disteicl. Meminetans must be sonl wa enod 1o the seat levl vars signotuies o Be comadessd comglele.

Onca 1he camizotion is comzlete, ond has received oll opprapiicie signolues, the Mulsple Distict Glchol Servicz Tzom (40 65T} cozrdinzar is 8= emoil the comaledzd zaminofion farm 1o Liors Inlerzokional 23
ServicehcliwilissEliosclvhs.op by Detaber 31 fram theii emod ofdies Tstad in the Lon Postal. Mestinatians that oie net emeiled doooly lom te M0 G5T cowfinole 92 Ligns ltamalienal and aie withea? sigratuies
will not quolify,

What aboul undigtricted elubs and clubs la siagle disiricts?
Far sirqle district cluts: The nominnlicn mest he sizned by the Distiid Glahzl Service Term (0 @51} coandinazar, nnd 1hzn sant 1o n GET Area Lendzr Far endeeszment. Once o BT Arez Leades andorses the nointizn, bayf

she stould emoil it 1o Liors Inlercational o1 Sesvicedelinilizs@lioneclutz.og Biom their emoil oddmss listed @ the Licn Pardal.

Far undisiricted chihs: AFer t2a seice piojact has Been ramiratad at the chih Eeved the Daoidnaling Licn i ba sand the nemingtizn 1o the GAT Eezn Langar for zppeesal. 1 hare is o {ocedincding Lsan, nammatioss cn ke
ardoised Simaclly &y o GAT fuen Leudzr. Cnee o GAT fuea Leodzr andomses the nzminatian, heyshe shauld emoil it 1o Liors Inlernalional =1 Senicedclilies®Elioreelots.ong from (heir emoil oddrass listed @ the Licn Parkal.
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM GUIDEilHES AND NOMINATION FORM

TIMELINE

Thee fellowing fimekne is o recommended guide Tor each stap of the pacess Jo submiltng o nominatian 1o Gons kemationol. Onoe ol sipaaters oiteio hoe been complete, nosinations may be sest fo
Linns Intzreationol omgtime belwean Joly 1 = Getobar 31.

“July 31; Clubs ore to report their service prajects from 1he previous Lion year via the Lian Portal by July 31.

Club
l © July T - August 1

Tha thib saruice: chairpoison ar the Bao dub prasidant] nominolas & sieglo wivion peefoct thot their cub comzloted In the presious Gan yeee. IF thaio's no dub wivia chalipesea, o dub
catingl mamher ar alficer cam nominnle 2 sewice projedt. Additicanlly, the ¢lu pesidest far Lea club adviso) mezst sign the nzminnlios, ond the duh szricz cheimeisan {or the Lea duh

presidest) must sexd the signzd ecminofion: ta the next lewel dstvic Glebal Sendce Teom {0 G&T} comdimatar ekcirenicoly.
Districl
l © August 1 — September 1

Tha O G5T conidinatee solects one Los sendco prajed end enc Leo sarice project feem thei distick i mews Forsaed. IF theie's no D G5T cooedinatar, thea o disteied quwcines can endmse e
mocl. The exdmser shoul eoreult wilh the dishict cobined chout heir Lion and L2o naminotions. Sinolures cr= equired fiom tha 0 65T mondinator fo tomelele the nominolicn. The I G5T

rerdinnlor must shen sand the neminnlins fo the mulliple disteict Glchol Service Teom {¥0 G5TH cosedinatar eecinenicaly,
Multiple District

The M 65T conrdnatar sekcts o single Lins sendce project end a single Lea sericz pmject fem ther multiple distiict, IF dhees's no M0 657 coandinmiss, shen the council chaiipsrszn 4en

. Saplal:nhur 1 = Oclober 1
l edorse the peeject. Seqnatures are equired fiom e MBI G5 coodiaatar b coeeplede i nominotizn,

Octabar 1 = Dctaber 31 deodling
The M 65T comdiratar is o emnil the nominzian fn Lians Internatianol ot Sewicedcswitizs@Eonsdhibs.om fmm heir email oddiess listed in b L Preiol, The final ments is desinoter o

the: D G5T to yesy te full nomination fmm and enswie all requited infoimotion is accunate Before sending it 1o Uans [ntemational Meminolioss o due Octobar 31.

Lioms Intemnationel Board of Directers Service Activities Commitize

January
Winneng dubs a2 selocted by the Gons Infamotonsd Booid af Dirgchns Seevice Achifes Costtifies ond notified of their oeoid.

March
Vinring dubs eeceie teir gward fem Lisss Infesnofiaal,

2l are wys N0 G5Ts and dishic govemms con belp recogrize od celeboolz oo winners;
Winning dubs wil bz notilied by lonuoey
Recoqnize fa witnar in ssur loorl Lisas of leas gublications and waciol medo eethrs. This will hels piomase wour dub oad cieste comeunily soppoit of your sardce pojact!
e cur piass ralzz2a 1o onnoonea ta winzar.
*  Indude o picters of the club in acfion ot feir =i poge]
= Habe the spzfic secessas of the pmjet.

Ensurc 1hat the mwoed is grascrded ta the winning chb o @ prestigious @vent by the highest-ionking o,
il e medin ko oltend this event!
Lians Inézrzakianal may usz the elowing mediums fo cekbmbe od 1ecegnize nemid ezcognize winrers
lizes Infemmiicanl Bkq

LIDH Mogazing

Lises Intemoticaal saciol media

lizzs Intemmiiczal {nention tonHet

Bindnass Matlers Saivion fwerd 11,774 EH
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

Submit nomination form to Lions International by Qctober 31 to serviccactivities@lionsdubs.arg.

HOMINATION EORM RULES

The raminagan Teerm must & submreited with all the saclioss cemplzte, end all appeeprinte enforserants and signatwess incloded. Nemingtian Toms subminied without camplared infomotizn endfar the
proper endoeszmes2s nnd siznnfures will nof Be eligihl=.

The serice prajedt desaiplion onswes seast hewe o minemom of 200 words pe questan, and a madmom of 2,000 words. A edditianol rppewnitle suzplementel dzcument in blzck ink may bo
submiHzd, i mare spoe & needad,

hrey addanol ilers Wee phatos ar ddeos are ghly anczuoged o sugplemente! dzcuments bt aie nol wsuiied.
Thz remninng saclioes of 1ha namimation form must be fypewrditen in blodk ink.

Al signatures must be alecnicody sigaed ar iyped.

fhutiple dishicls moy sumil cne Lions clv o=d one Lao dub neminalizn par yezr

livrs cheh and Len club nosinoficns stould ke ubmitted sepamibely,

The seraioe peaject must hove been complated in th graves Lisn year fa ba cansidened Tor the mwaed.

Th= zzriice prajed must ba tepoited in he Lian Fortal by July 31

SECTION A: SERVICE PROJECT DESCRIPTION

tPlease indicnle whick bpz o dub this namiantion is 1) Lians Club lez Cuh

Liores,Lez Cish Homa Lians Cluby/Lex Member Nombes

Mere of Sesvice Prajucl )
Senvice piojarl slmt otz Zarvicm project end daba

This piojact bas bees iepanted m the Lz Parte! by luly 317 i Mo Sesvice ooty 10 rembes fieet (e Liss Parlol Dtz iegoitad in the Lisn Paptel

Mumbes af peapl: szrved [ mparled i the Lion Pzrlol) Humbar ol welunlezr hzurs (8 repeeled in the lion Peiol) — Musher of valus2zmis {4 epartzd i (he Lien Parlo]]
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

1. Please describe your service project in as much detail as you can.
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

2. What was unique, outstanding or innovative about this service project?
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

3. Why is this service project important to your community?
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

4. Which local partnerships helped make this project possible, if any?
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

5. How did this service project elevate the Lions brand?
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWAE!D NOMINATION FORM

6. Were any resources from Lions International’s service resources (Advocacy Toolkit, Service Toolkit, Service Project Planners, or program webpages) used to plan and execute this project? If yes, please explain.

7. Please link to or attach any additional items such as photos, videos, flyers, etc. These items are highly encouraged as supplemental attachments, however they are not required.
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KINDNESS MATTERS SERVICE AWARD NOMINATION FORM

fEEﬂ |ON B: CLUB SERVICE CHAIRPERSON NOMINATION

H wour club does net hove a cosent dub serice dhoipersan, @ memer of yow dub cabinet or dub afficar moy neminole yaur cloé's serice poject. Plaose note the dub abinet or olfices positize: on the nomimgan Tom,

if this is e cose,

I give consznt far Lices Intemiznnl 1o use nHohed infomalics nnd phatagmphs of this club's sevice project Far public iecognitian perposes., fz5 Ka

Club sanice choipzrsonflzo dub gresident noma [printzd) Chib szrvic= thaimeiseay/Leo cub presidesd mambzr number {lub marvice doipersany/Lea cheh pezsidznt email [prinzd)
Club saivica thoiparsan/Lan dub grasidant (sizatuna) Dats Iflmm,.-“dd,.-"m:.'}

\SECTION C: LION CLUB PRESIDENT OR LEQ CLUE ADVISOR ENDORSEMENT

Lians cub presidentLea cheh odvisor nzme [printad) licns ckeh peesidentLeo club odwisar member noreher — LGans dub presifent/Lea olh odwsor email {prnned)

linns club presidentyles chh odvisor nzme [signniure) Dotz (mm,/dd ey}

'SECTION D: DISTRICT GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM {D G5T) COORDINATOR ENDORSEMENT
H et elub does net hove o cosiest © GST cosedinatar, your disticr qoversar moy endmse wur needinolione Please nofe this next 1o the esdoisersant 1 his is the cma.

H wour clubis qureenty in an undistichad arzn, you moy have your Cocedinating lion enderse ped sulmit your maminstizn on saur beholf 1o Gons Inkemational. Plzose note fis nzet the esdorsemant if his is the oosa,

| nominnte 1hz licas,Lex (ciick oma) dub ol dishict
1ua 1he Kindness Mzibers Sarvice ward. My siannlure confims that his noczines hos hean agreed upzn by the distid ahiet.

[Ii-sll.i.:.l a4l I-:I:II:IIH.'I'I.Dl'l]r nomz [inded) -[I.islri:r. I}SI :{urdi-nm:i maln-har nu;l:ar El-isln'd G5T ceandingfos emoil I:Elinlai-]_.

Distilel GST enoidiatar {sigeatrs — heed o typewiiien) Dats (i dd yypyd

SECTION E:| MULTIPLE DISTRICT GST {iD GST) COORDINATOR ENDORSEMENT
H yoor club dozs ned hove o cwierd MD GST coandinolon, yoor coundl dhnitpersan mey endersz your samingtion. Flense nole 2is 2 1o the zndoeszment & 1 is the cose,

H your club is gort of 0 single dislict, the nommafion moy be serd 40 0 GAT Aren Landzr far endarsement. Please note 1his nest ta the endorsement i fhis is the cms2, Dace g GAF R Leades andoeszs the nominnfion, he,”
tho ool emioil it ta Ligns: Intesnatianol ar Seviceeivibas@hordubs.any leam heir amail oddioss listed in tha Lisn Partal.

H yoor club is ondishicled, the Cooedinoling Lion is 1o sand the nominagion 1o tha 6AT Aren Lendzr Far andorsament. If the is na Coonlinating Lizn, the nominofion moy be endursad diiecly By o GAT Arao Lender. Once o
(AT Aren Lender endorses the nominatian, be,/she stauld email # 1o Lions Intemofivzal & Serdcebobitizs@Sansdubs.eg fiom their emnil oddress Gsted in the Linn Poefal, Hensz note tis nest &2 the endarsamesd, iF s

is the cose

| noinole ta Lions/Lan deinle onz) dub of mubiple district
{2 the Kindness Miadteis Sarvica fward. My sianolure confims (hol 1hi noines hos bean agreed upan by the couneil of grzrears.

Wultiple Distick B5T coordinzdoe name {printed} Mudsinle district 5T coordinater member number Nedltiple: Disteice G&T cozedinotor email Jprinted}

Multiple Distict 51 rzardinziee {signoiwe — hond ar bypeurities) Ltz (mm,/ddd Sy}
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1039 5. Rochester Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
LeaderDog.org

Vision
Every person who

is blind or visually
impaired travels safely

and independently.

Mission

Empowering people
who are blind or visually
impaired with lifelong
skills for safe and

independent daily travel.

Values
* Do what is right

* Show respect and
COMpassion

* Demonstrate passion
for the worls

* Deliver a superior
experience

= Work as a team

= Seek innovation

* Practice safety
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Message from the President

Dear Leader Dog Community,

| am delighted to connect with you through
this edition of our Faithful Friends newsletter.

As we continue our journey at Leader Dogs
for the Blind. | am constantly reminded of

the incredible community that supports

our mission. This community 15 built on the
dedication and passion of our volunteers,
whao are the true herces behind our success.

In this issue, we shine a spotlight on the
incredible volunteers who sUpport our
mission. With just over 1,000 volunteears,

their unwavering commitment and selfless contributions are the
backbone of our organization. Each volunteer brings unique skills and

a compassionate heart, making a profound impact on the lives of our
clients and their Leader Dogs.

As you read through this edition, | hope you gain a deeper
appreciation for the incredible work our volunteers do. Their
dedication, passion and love are what make Leader Dogs for the Blind
a beacon of hope and independence for so many. We are immensealy

grateful for their contributions and the positive impact they have on
QuUr Community.

Thank you for being a part of our Leader Dog family. Your continued
support and generoasity make these incredible journeys possible.
Together, we are transforming lives and creating opportunities for
independance, confidence and companionship for visually impaired
individuals.

Warm regards,
A2 )

K s
elissa L. Weisse

President and CEC

)Fé.:ﬂ/%v_h)
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11-E2 DISTRICT NEWS
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11-E2 DISTRICT NEWS

PDG DENNIS GOCHA APPRECIATION DINNER
Monday, August 18th. Tourist Park Building, 218 N.
Lake St., East Jordan.

Cocktails 5:30 pm, 6 pm Potluck dinner put on by
the East Jordan Lions Club.

Space is limited, so please RSVP
dennygocha@gmail.com by August 11th,

Below is the link to sign up to attend IPDG Denny’s
Appreciation dinner. Please share with your club
members.

CST Barb
From: Marie Leathers:

Here's the link to SignUp for the Appreciation
Dinner on August 18

https://sighup.com/go/WhnKmPY

s

We Serve
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Callendar of Events

CABINET MEETING — August 23 — St Francis Episcopal Church, 6441 W M-72 in Grayling.
We will start at 10:00 a.m. and will have a potluck lunch. Will include a training to be a
certified KidSight screener, and will also include a special session with a motivational
speaker. Open to ALL Lions.

~

AL

3 S = T
" PASSINGS REPORTED -

Deceased: NONE REPORTED

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

/

New Members Reported — June, 2025 (or Earlier)

Central Lake Lions: 3 new members: Nick Leighton, Gavin Caverly, and Christine
Andrasko.

Hillman Lions: 2 new members: Roxane Hillock (sponsor Mike Fochtman) and Carol
Weber (sponsor Carleen Klein).

Total: 5 New Members Reported

On the Mend Reported

On the mend:

Boyne Valley Lions: Lion Eleanor is not well and has been admitted to Charlevoix Hospital .
Update: They have discovered she has a Staph infection so she’s been transferred to Munson in TC.

We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!
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Alpena Lions
JULY 2025

En

es

o

|

e Al o @l © @ u@

= =

Christina Kihn of the

Brad Somers of the Boys and Girls

Club accepts a donation from club Center accepts a donation from Friendship Room is shown
President BJ Sanders. Proceeds Alpena Lions Club President BJ accepting a donation from BJ
were from the Bowl-A-Thon Sanders. Sanders of the Alpena Lions
"Strike against Hunger. Club

LRy - | i L% A =
VI - — Ellen Eagan stands with BJ Kathy Shiemke accepts a donation
Mary Lappan stands V\{Ith BJ Sanders as she accepts a from the Alpena Lions President BJ
>anders as she receives a donation on behalf of Trinity Sanders. The Baby Pantry provides
donation on behalf of Grace Episcopal, Sunday Meals and clothing and diapers to those
Lutheran “Little Food Pantry". Food Pantry. For almost 30 years mothers in need. The proceeds from
The pantry is open 24/7 the church has actively fought the recent Bowl-A-Thon will assist
responding to the need of hunger in our community, the them in meeting the demands they
feeding the hungry in our Alpena Lions Club supports their encounter.
community. cause through this donation.
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Alpena Lions
JULY 2025

The Alpena Lions Club held a Learning in the Park event July 27 at McRae Park. Kids built bird feeders,
played the Great Migration Game, and the Alpena Bird Center released two baby robins that had been
rehabilitated.
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Beaverton Lions
JULY 2025

A picture of the Beaverton LEO club at
year’s end.

The Club did a number of
community/school related activities
including recently participating in
the annual Beaverton Fourth of
July parade.

Boyne Valley Lions
JULY 2025

10. Speaker

a) Lion Dr. Nate Sleazak to talk about Meta glasses

11. Upcoming Events
a) Lions board meeting next Wednesday, July 16th here in the library
b) Next club meeting July 23rd here in the library

c) Lions trailer at the airport drag races August 31st. More information to follow.

DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 26 2025-2026



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER

Central Lake Lions
JULY 2025

AUGUST 2025

Central Lake Lions had a busy July - from the 4th of July parade and chicken dinner, to road cleanup, bell
ringing, tent rentals, and sponsoring music at the local market, there wasn't a dull moment all month!

Above: Lion Kevin hands out candy during the

- | ]
[
i ‘

4th of July parade in

Central Lake.

Below: Lions prepare for the Annual Chicken Dinner, a 4th of July tradition for many in the area.

DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER
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Central Lake Lions
JULY 2025

Spending time in the community: Central Lake Lions sponsored the music for one of the weekly Eats and
Beats farmer’s markets - a fun community event with live music, food trucks, and vendors (above) and
made sure Lions had a presence at the annual block party (below).
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Central Lake Lions
JULY 2025

AUGUST 2025
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DG Marie inducted 3 new members: Nick Leighton,
Gavin Caverly, and Christine Andrasko
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East Jordan Lions
JULY 2025

East Jordan Lions welcomed new
member Mike Brown!

He's pictured with King Lion Dan Miller and Past
District Governor Dennis Gocha.

Lion Michael Burr helped immensely in obtaining sponsors
for the Lions Dinner in the Dark event.

Brenda Chanda has helped organize for several years
the White Cane event and other events. She is always
stepping in to help where needed.

Thank you both for your service!

e East Jordan Lions maintain the flower beds
. ' ‘iﬁnm”ﬂ on Main Street and at the Community Park.

lg =
F
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East Jordan Lions
JULY 2025

PDG Dennis Gocha passed the gavel, district banner, and
bell to Marie Leathers, the 2025-2026 11-E2 Governor, at a
reception including Central Lake and East Jordan Lions.

Pictured are IPDG Dennis and Linda Gocha, DG Marie
Leathers and PDG Rod Leathers at Tourist Park.

<OME CLUB~ <08

Once a year East Jordan Lions celebrate their great relationship with the Rotary Club with an annual picnic.
This gives us a chance to celebrate our friendships and hear all about the good works each club is involved

East Jordan Lions had their [E
annual South Arm Classic Car
Show despite the rain. The s
proceeds we will be used for [
scholarships st : . S .
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Hillman Lions
JULY 2025
The Hillman Area Club welcomed two new

members at our July picnic on July 8, 2025:
Roxane Hillock and Carol Weber.

From left to right- Roxane Hillock with
sponsor Mike Fochtman, DG Marie
Leathers, Carol Weber with sponsor
Carleen Klein.

Oscoda Lions
JULY 2025

The Oscoda Lions Club ramp crew was busy again today (July 24) building a ramp for an Oscoda homeowner
with mobility issues. The homeowner was having difficulty navigating the steps into her home with her walker.

The crew built two ramp sections of 10" and 8" as well as a 4x4’ platform. The project was completed in a little

over four hours. The crew today consisted of Tony Priebe, John Novak, Scott Busich, Rick Stanley, and Chuck
Andrina.

WE SERVE!

Photo:

Scott Busich,
Rick Stanley,
John Novak,
Tony Priebe.

Next two are the
homeowners.

Chuck Andrina took the picture.
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Editor's Notes — 2025 by Lion David J. Zimmer
AUGUST: Summer 2025 — Fingerprints?

August is the last full month in the Summer season. We are in the middle part of the Summer Season
called the "Dog Days”, the period between early July and early September, when Sirius, known as
the “Dog Star”, rises and sets with the sun. Ancient Romans were aware of Sirius rising and setting
with the sun, and called this phenomenon dies caniculares. This Latin was translated as “dog days”
in the first half of the 1500s.

Hot, sultry summer weather marked by people slowed down by lethargy, inactivity, idleness or
inaction is usually expected during Dog Days. And boy, are we getting it this year. Every week of
July had at least 2 days with temperatures in the 80s in northern Michigan. After a colder Spring this
year, these Summer Dog Days have been brutally hotter than normal up here. For some of the
“sweatbirds” who come up north to escape the 3 digit temperatures of the southern states the 80s
are nothing new, something they’re used to. But to many of us northern Michiganders the heat is
difficult and curtails our outdoors activities.

Ironically, Superman gets his energy, strength and powers from our yellow sun, but for many of us
the heat of the sun sucks the energy out of our bodies - the sun can be our kryptonite if we get too
much of its ultraviolet radiation and heat that requires medical care.

The other thing that has made Summer less great this year is the air quality, which has often been
less than good due to the widlfires in Canada and the U.S. Air quality, which has been a part of
weather forecasts in recent years, tells us when ozone, pollen or pollutant particles small enough to
enter our bloodstream from wildfires, smokestacks, or dust particles are in the air. People who are
sensitive to particle pollution may experience respiratory symptoms while others aren’t affected.

The U.S. Air Quality Index (AQI) is a tool for communicating about outdoor air quality and health.
The AQI is divided into six categories, with each category showing a different level of health concern.
Each category also has a specific color, which makes it easy for people to quickly determine whether
air quality is reaching unhealthy levels in their communities.

The AQI categories:

Green:. 0 to 50 — Good, air quality is satisfactory.
Yellow: 51to 100 — Moderate, air quality is acceptable, but may be a risk for some people.
Orange: 101to 150 — Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, the general public is less likely to be affected.

Red: 151 to 200 — Unhealthy, members of the general public may experience health effects.
Purple:
M

201to 300 — Very Unhealthy, health alert: The risk of health effects isincreased for everyone.
el 301 and higher — Hazardous, health warning of emergency conditions: Everyone is more
likely to be affected.

There have been many Good days this summer, but Moderate and Unhealthy for sensitive groups
have been affected by the air quality several days when the winds carry the wildfire smoke into
northern Michigan. The smoke gives the air a haze in the area that has been around for weeks. This
pollution of the Environment is one problem that science, and we Lions, can’t fix — yet.

For something different: I came across an article on a website recently about fingerprints, and that
several other mammals have fingerprints. They developed the “swirly microscopic grooves” that help
grasp for climbing trees or getting fruits or leaves that they eat. Our close relatives that share our
evolutionary tree, such as chimpanzees and gorillas, also developed fingerprints similar to ours. But
there is one mammal that has fingerprints that are most identical to humans.

Which of these mammals have fingerprints that could be mistaken for a human fingerprint?
1. Baboon 2. Chimpanzee 3. Gorilla 4. Koala 5. Orangutan 6. Racoon

(Answer is on ithe lasi page)
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PICTURES OF THE MONTH
Summer Pictures 2025

This picture was taken at Viewlands on The photo above was taken on a day in July
a day with a clear sky. The labyrinth when the haze from the Canada wildfires
overlooks the pond belos was thick

The picture below was taken looking at the

Below is a picture of a hazeless sky Petoskey waterfront with a son on the way
reflected in the mirror of the pond in the to set with a thick haze in the air The
Viewlands camera wasn't able to show the actual

color of the orange sun.
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You Make the News = We Publish &Y

Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE: Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next issue

e Activities: Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events — What You DO!

® Club Milestones: Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings — What
Is Happening With Your Members!

e Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos: Should be 300 pixels for good quality. Include names of individuals
In photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing. Text: Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted. Text will be edited as

needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout. We can
learn much from each other, and I’d like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benetfit of all.

Don’t be left outll

ANSWER: 4. Koala

The Koala, not a primate and far away from our
evolutionary tree, was discovered by researchers

at the University of Adelaide in Australia in 1996 Racism has no place in our world.

to have the prints most similar to our own. Koalas
are arboreal marsupials, Phascolarctos cinereus,
from Australia, far from primates and humans.

Koalas’ survival depends on their ability to climb
small branches of eucalyptus trees and grab their
leaves, the only food they eat. Their development
of fingerprints over millions of years helped them
be able to get their food. Somehow, their prints
are like ours, a coincidence of Nature indeed.
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Our organization depends on the incredible diversity
of our members around the world because great things
can only be achieved when we are united.

#kindnessmatters

Lions Clubs oo
International

e Dielry e
FOUNDATIOMN

2025-2026



