
Dear Fellow Lions of District 11-E2, 

We’re back from the excitement and inspiration of the Lions International 
Convention in Orlando and now it’s time to get to work!  
 
We’ll start out by thanking our Immediate Past District Governor Denny 
Gocha for his great leadership and service over the past year. Please use 
the SignUp link for his Appreciation Dinner on August 18 at Tourist Park in 
East Jordan or contact Linda Gocha at 231-350-0204. 
 

Our first cabinet meeting on August 23 will include a motivational speaker to get us all inspired 
to continue our great service. We will have training to be certified KidSight screeners and also 
talk about ways to successfully approach your schools to schedule screenings. The cabinet 
meeting, which is open to ALL Lions, will help you learn more about our District and the great 
things the District has to offer your clubs and communities. It will be at St Francis Episcopal 
Church, 6441 W M-72 in Grayling. We will start at 10:00 a.m. and have a potluck lunch. RSVP is 
not necessary but if you use the SignUp link or contact me if you plan to attend it will help us to 
plan accordingly. 

We’ve applied for and received a grant for Zone Chair training, which will take place on Sept 27 
in Gaylord. While this is intended for current Zone Chairs, I would like to extend an invitation to 
any Lions that might consider future leadership roles to attend. Please contact me so that we 
will have enough materials prepared. Lunch and snacks will be provided at this free event.  

Another great learning experience is the Leadership Institute training from November 7-9 at 
Higgins Lake. This is a great experience for new and emerging leaders at all levels. If you’ve 
already attended the Leadership Institute then consider signing up for the Graduate Institute.  

Be sure to nominate one of your club’s service projects for the Kindness Matters Service Award. 
The nomination form explains the process and requirements. Please email your nominations 
prior to the August 23 cabinet meeting, or you can bring them with you to the cabinet meeting 
where you will have a chance to promote your club’s nomination and vote on which project will 
move on to the state level. 

If your club qualifies for the 2024-25 Cllub Excellence Award, the completed application must be 
submitted by August 31. Please note that the 2025-26 qualifications are changing, and includes 
participation in the “Weeks of Service” initiative: Mental Health and Well Being October 4-12, 
Hunger January 3-11 and Environment April 18-26, so be sure to plan accordingly. 

Last but not least, I’m so excited that our district is applying for a $150,000 LCIF Hunger Grant 
to purchase equipment for the new Food Bank of Eastern Michigan facility coming to Gaylord. 
This facility will directly and indirectly impact every county in our district. We plan to have a 
representative at our cabinet meeting, so be sure to be there with all your questions! 

Thank you for all you do!​
Marie Leathers​
District Governor, 11-E2​
“Alone we can do so little, Together we can do so much” - Helen Keller 

https://signup.com/go/WhnKmPY
mailto:dennygocha@gmail.com
https://signup.com/go/noawBzj
mailto:lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
mailto:lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
https://lionsofmi.com/index.php/leadership-institute
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/grants-and-awards/association-awards/kindness-matters-service-award
https://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/108133846
mailto:bjsander618@outlook.com
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/grants-and-awards/association-awards/club-excellence-awards
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/grants-and-awards/association-awards/excellence-awards
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/service/global-causes-initiatives/weeks-of-service
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/grants-and-awards/foundation-grants/lcif-grants-toolkit/hunger-grant
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2025-2026 DISTRICT OFFICERS
REFERENCE LIST

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Central Lake Lions

Marie Leathers
lionmarieleathers@gmail.

com
231-350-0286

IMMEDIATE PAST
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

East Jordan Lions
Dennis Gocha
231-350-1906

dennygocha@gmail.com

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
NA

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
TEAM District Coordinator

NA

2nd VICE DISTRICT
GOVERNOR
Kris Roberts

Central Lake Lions Club
 krobdi@gmail.com

701-409-9160

 GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
District Coordinator

BJ Sander
bisander618@outlook.com

989-464-9885

CABINET SECRETARY/
TREASURER

Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club

lionbarb@comdac.com
989-742-2790

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP
TEAM

District Coordinator
Rod Leathers

leathersrod@gmail.com
231-350-0567

GLOBAL EXTENSION
TEAM COORDINATOR

Steve Murch
stevemurch49707@gmail.

com  / 989-657-9277

Note:  This information is up to date at the time of this
publication, but is subject to change as adjustments are needed.

ZONE 1 CLUBS ZONE 3 CLUBS
ZC Ron Morgan

Indian River Lions Club
theshootist65@gmail.com

/ 231-881-5091

Boyne Valley, Charlevoix,
Cheboygan, East Jordan,
Indian River, Mackinaw

City, Petoskey

ZC BJ Sander
Alpena Lions Club

bjsander618@outlook.
com / 989-464-9885

Alpena, Alpena Evening,
Glennie, Hillman, Hubbard

Lake, Mio

ZONE 2 CLUBS ZONE 4 CLUBS

ZC  Kris Roberts
Central Lake Lions Club

 krobdi@gmail.com
701-409-9160

Central Lake, Elk Rapids,
Grayling, Houghton Lake,
Lewiston/Lewiston Lioness

Lions, Roscommon-
Higgins Lake

ZC  Kay Gaines
Oscoda Lions Club

kgaines143@yahoo.com
989-739-2779

Beaverton, Hale,
Harrisville, Lincoln,
Oscoda, Rose City
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Welcome 2025-2026 Club
Officers

     As your club officer term begins, you hold a unique position to
       empower your club and guide it to success. Familiarize yourself

 with the helpful tools and resources available to support you
throughout the year.

Club Officer Guide. This guide provides tools and resources
available to help you excel in your individual roles and
responsibilities and as a leader of a unified and effective team
of club members and officers.       Learn more

Best Practice for Financial Transparency. This resource
provides your club with general best practices in financial
reporting, reimbursement procedures, bank account
management, conducting audits and reviews and more.

Learn more

Weeks of Service Initiative. Review the new Weeks of
Service Initiative webpage to learn more about the upcoming
weeks of service and get excited to make a difference in your
community!        Learn more

Congratulations on your term as a club officer.

Have questions or need support? Email us at
clubofficers@lionsclubs.org.

This message was sent to Club Presidents, Club First Vice Presidents, Club Secretaries,
and Club Treasurers.
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 1. Please describe your service project in as much detail as you can.
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2. What was unique, outstanding or innovative about this service project?
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3. Why is this service project important to your community?
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4. Which local partnerships helped make this project possible, if any?



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 17 2025-2026

5. How did this service project elevate the Lions brand?
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6. Were any resources from Lions International’s service resources (Advocacy Toolkit, Service Toolkit, Service Project Planners, or program webpages) used to plan and execute this project? If yes, please explain.

7. Please link to or attach any additional items such as photos, videos, flyers, etc. These items are highly encouraged as supplemental attachments, however they are not required.
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PDG DENNIS GOCHA APPRECIATION DINNER

Monday, August 18th. Tourist Park Building, 218 N.
Lake St., East Jordan.

Cocktails 5:30 pm, 6 pm Potluck dinner put on by
 the East Jordan Lions Club.

Space is limited, so please RSVP
dennygocha@gmail.com by August 11th.

Below is the link to sign up to attend IPDG Denny’s
Appreciation dinner.  Please share with your club
members.
CST Barb
From: Marie Leathers:
Here's the link to SignUp for the Appreciation
Dinner on August 18

https://signup.com/go/WhnKmPY
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CABINET MEETING  — August 23 — St Francis Episcopal Church, 6441 W M-72 in Grayling.
 We will start at 10:00 a.m. and will have a potluck lunch.  Will include a training to be a
 certified KidSight screener, and will also include a special session with a motivational
speaker.  Open to ALL Lions.

On the Mend Reported
On the mend:
Boyne Valley Lions:  Lion Eleanor is not well and has been admitted to Charlevoix Hospital .
Update: They have discovered she has a Staph infection so she’s been transferred to Munson in TC.

We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!

 New Members Reported
  Information From Club Activities Sent In

Deceased: NONE REPORTED

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends
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Alpena Lions
JULY  2025

Annie Hepburn of the Alpena Senior
Center accepts a donation from
Alpena Lions Club President BJ
Sanders.

Christina Kihn of the
Friendship Room is shown
accepting a donation from BJ
Sanders of the Alpena Lions
Club

Mary Lappan stands with BJ
Sanders as she receives a
donation on behalf of Grace
Lutheran "Little Food Pantry".
The pantry is open 24/7
responding to the need of
feeding the hungry in our
community.

Brad Somers of the Boys and Girls
Club accepts a donation from club
President BJ Sanders. Proceeds
were from the Bowl-A-Thon
"Strike against Hunger.

Ellen Eagan stands with BJ
Sanders as she accepts a
donation on behalf of Trinity
Episcopal, Sunday Meals and
Food Pantry. For almost 30 years
the church has actively fought
hunger in our community, the
Alpena Lions Club supports their
cause through this donation.

Kathy Shiemke accepts a donation
from the Alpena Lions President BJ
Sanders. The Baby Pantry provides
clothing and diapers to those
mothers in need. The proceeds from
the recent Bowl-A-Thon will assist
them in meeting the demands they
encounter.
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Alpena Lions
JULY  2025

The Alpena Lions Club conducted a KidSight event July 26.

The Alpena Lions Club held a Learning in the Park event July 27 at McRae Park. Kids built bird feeders,
played the Great Migration Game, and the Alpena Bird Center released two baby robins that had been
rehabilitated.
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Beaverton Lions
JULY  2025

A picture of the Beaverton LEO club at
year’s end.

The Club did a number of
community/school related activities
including recently participating in
the annual Beaverton Fourth of
July parade.

Boyne Valley Lions
JULY  2025

10. Speaker

a) Lion Dr. Nate Sleazak to talk about Meta glasses

11. Upcoming Events

a) Lions board meeting next Wednesday, July 16th here in the library

b) Next club meeting July 23rd here in the library

c) Lions trailer at the airport drag races August 31st. More information to follow.
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Central Lake Lions
JULY  2025
Central Lake Lions had a busy July - from the 4th of July parade and chicken dinner, to road cleanup, bell
ringing, tent rentals, and sponsoring music at the local market, there wasn’t a dull moment all month!

Above: Lion Kevin hands out candy during the 4th of July parade in Central Lake.
Below: Lions prepare for the Annual Chicken Dinner, a 4th of July tradition for many in the area.
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Central Lake Lions
JULY  2025

Spending time in the community: Central Lake Lions sponsored the music for one of the weekly Eats and
Beats farmer’s markets - a fun community event with live music, food trucks, and vendors (above) and
made sure Lions had a presence at the annual block party (below).
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Central Lake Lions
JULY  2025

  Christmas in July - Central Lake Lions rang the bells for the Salvation Army at 2 locations in the area

DG Marie inducted 3 new members: Nick Leighton,
Gavin Caverly, and Christine Andrasko
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East Jordan Lions
JULY  2025
East Jordan Lions welcomed new
member Mike Brown!

He's pictured with King Lion Dan Miller and Past
District Governor Dennis Gocha.

Lion Michael Burr helped immensely in obtaining sponsors
for the Lions Dinner in the Dark event.

Brenda Chanda has helped organize for several years
the White Cane event and other events. She is always
stepping in to help where needed.

Thank you both for your service!

East Jordan Lions maintain the flower beds
on Main Street and at the Community Park.
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East Jordan Lions
JULY  2025
PDG Dennis Gocha passed the gavel, district banner, and
bell to Marie Leathers, the 2025-2026 11-E2 Governor, at a
reception including Central Lake and East Jordan Lions.

Pictured are IPDG Dennis and Linda Gocha,  DG Marie
Leathers and PDG Rod Leathers at Tourist Park.

Once a year East Jordan Lions celebrate their great relationship with the Rotary Club with an annual picnic.
This gives us a chance to celebrate our friendships and hear all about the good works each club is involved
in.

.

What a fun evening!

East Jordan Lions had their
annual South Arm Classic Car
Show despite the rain. The
proceeds we will be used for
scholarships
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Oscoda Lions
JULY 2025

 The Oscoda Lions Club ramp crew was busy again today (July 24) building a ramp for an Oscoda homeowner
with mobility issues. The homeowner was having difficulty navigating the steps into her home with her walker.

The crew built two ramp sections of 10’ and 8’ as well as a 4x4’ platform. The project was completed in a little
over four hours. The crew today consisted of Tony Priebe, John Novak, Scott Busich, Rick Stanley, and Chuck
Andrina.
WE SERVE!

Photo:
Scott Busich,
Rick Stanley,
John Novak,
Tony Priebe.
Next two are the
homeowners.

Chuck Andrina took the picture.

Hillman Lions
JULY 2025
The Hillman Area Club welcomed two new
members at our July picnic on July 8, 2025:
Roxane Hillock and Carol Weber.

From left to right- Roxane Hillock with
sponsor Mike Fochtman, DG Marie
Leathers, Carol Weber with sponsor
Carleen Klein.
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K i n d n e s s  M a t t e r s
Editor’s Notes — 2025  by Lion David J. Zimmer

AUGUST: Summer 2025 — Fingerprints?
August is the last full month in the Summer season.  We are in the middle part of the Summer Season
called the “Dog Days”, the period between early July and early September, when Sirius, known as
the “Dog Star”, rises and sets with the sun.  Ancient Romans were aware of Sirius rising and setting
with the sun, and called this phenomenon  This Latin was translated as “dog days”
in the first half of the 1500s.
Hot, sultry summer weather marked by people slowed down by lethargy, inactivity, idleness or
inaction is usually expected during Dog Days.  And boy, are we getting it this year.  Every week of
July had at least 2 days with temperatures in the 80s in northern Michigan.  After a colder Spring this
year, these Summer Dog Days have been brutally hotter than normal up here.  For some of the
“sweatbirds” who come up north to escape the 3 digit temperatures of the southern states the 80s
are nothing new, something they’re used to.  But to many of us northern Michiganders the heat is
difficult and curtails our outdoors activities.
Ironically, Superman gets his energy, strength and powers from our yellow sun, but for many of us
the heat of the sun sucks the energy out of our bodies - the sun can be our kryptonite if we get too
much of its ultraviolet radiation and heat that requires medical care.
The other thing that has made Summer less great this year is the air quality, which has often been
less than good due to the widlfires in Canada and the U.S.  Air quality, which has been a part of
weather forecasts in recent years, tells us when ozone, pollen or pollutant particles small enough to
enter our bloodstream from wildfires, smokestacks, or dust particles are in the air.  People who are
sensitive to particle pollution may experience respiratory symptoms while others aren’t affected.
The U.S. Air Quality Index (AQI) is a tool for communicating about outdoor air quality and health.
The AQI is divided into six categories, with each category showing a different level of health concern.
Each category also has a specific color, which makes it easy for people to quickly determine whether
air quality is reaching unhealthy levels in their communities.
The AQI categories:
Green: 0 to 50 — Good, air quality is satisfactory.
Yellow: 51 to 100 — Moderate, air quality is acceptable, but may be a risk for some people.
Orange: 101 to 150 — Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, the general public is less likely to be affected.
Red: 151 to 200 — Unhealthy, members of the general public may experience health effects.
Purple:    201 to 300 — Very Unhealthy, health alert: The risk of health effects is increased for everyone.
Maroon:: 301 and higher — Hazardous, health warning of emergency conditions: Everyone is more
  likely to be affected.
There have been many Good days this summer, but Moderate and Unhealthy for sensitive groups
have been affected by the air quality several days when the winds carry the wildfire smoke into
northern Michigan. The smoke gives the air a haze in the area that has been around for weeks.  This
pollution of the Environment is one problem that science, and we Lions, can’t fix — yet.

For something different:  I came across an article on a website recently about fingerprints, and that
several other mammals have fingerprints. They developed the “swirly microscopic grooves” that help
grasp for climbing trees or getting fruits or leaves that they eat. Our close relatives that share our
evolutionary tree, such as chimpanzees and gorillas, also developed fingerprints similar to ours. But
there is one mammal that has fingerprints that are most identical to humans.
Which of these mammals have fingerprints that could be mistaken for a human fingerprint?

1. Baboon     2.  Chimpanzee     3.  Gorilla     4.  Koala      5.  Orangutan     6.  Racoon
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Summer Pictures 2025

This picture was taken at Viewlands on
a day with a clear sky.  The labyrinth
overlooks the pond belos

The photo above was taken on a day in July
when the haze from the Canada wildfires
was thick

Below is a picture of a hazeless sky
reflected in the mirror of the pond in the
Viewlands

The picture below was taken looking at the
Petoskey waterfront with a son on the way
to set with a thick haze in the air  The
camera wasn’t able to show the actual
color of the orange sun.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE:  Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

●Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

●Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!

ANSWER:  4.  Koala

The Koala, not a primate and far away from our
evolutionary tree, was discovered  by researchers
at the University of Adelaide in Australia in 1996
to have the prints most similar to our own. Koalas
are  arboreal marsupials, Phascolarctos cinereus,
from Australia, far from primates and humans.

 Koalas’ survival depends on their ability to climb
small branches of eucalyptus trees and grab their
leaves, the only food they eat.  Their development
of fingerprints over millions of years helped them
be able to get their food.  Somehow, their prints
are like ours, a coincidence of Nature indeed.


