
Notable Quotes:  “Competition has been shown to be useful up to a certain 
point and no further, but cooperation, which is the thing we must strive for 
today, begins where competition leaves off.” —  Franklin D. Roosevelt

Dear Fellow Lions of District 11-E2,

I look forward to seeing many of you at our second cabinet meeting on 
Saturday, November 22 at 10:00 a.m. at the VFW in Gaylord. Please 
remember ALL LIONS are welcome and encouraged to attend. Why should 
you attend? It’s a great way to meet other Lions and share what your clubs 
are doing, and to learn more about how our great service organization can 
help in your own communities. 

Here’s a little of what’s in store at the cabinet meeting:

It’s Peace Poster time! 
All clubs who participated in the Peace Poster Contest will have their winning poster there to judge. 
All in attendance will get a chance to vote for the District winner who will move on to the State 
competition. 

Calling Outdoor Enthusiasts!
Guest speakers from The Michigan Ski For Light will tell us more about their 50th anniversary event 
on Jan 16-18, 2026 and present ways we can help. You don’t need to be a skier to help with this 
amazing event where the blind can SKI!

Hunger Grant Update
We have raised over $35,000 of the $50,000 contribution needed towards our $200,000 grant for 
the Food Bank Expansion project in Gaylord. Thank you to the clubs and individuals that have 
contributed. Please consider a club and/or individual donation if you haven’t done so.

District, State and International Updates
Learn how Lions can help your club and your community

District Convention Updates
The Roaring 20’s themed convention promises to be a fun, educational and interactive time. Come 
for the day, or immerse yourself in everything Lions for the whole weekend at Treetops Resort in 
Gaylord April 24-26, 2026. See how you can be involved in the planning.

Lunch - available at the Landing Zone, attached to the VFW Post

Guiding Lion Training OR Q&A Session on everything Lions
We will split into two rooms, one for Guiding Lion training, and one for an informal Q&A where you 
can ask your questions about anything Lions. Whether you’re a seasoned Lions attending the 
Guiding Lion Training or want to just learn more about Lions, come with your questions and we’ll try 
to find the answers!

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for November 22! See you in Gaylord!

Thank you for all you do!
Marie Leathers
District Governor, 11-E2
lionmarieleathers@gmail.com
(231)350-0286 “Alone we can do so little, Together we can do so much” - Helen Keller
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Can glasses really change accessibility? That’s the question 
we’re asking in this week’s episode of Taking the Lead.

Meta Smart Glasses have been making headlines as a tool that 
could transform how people who are blind or have low vision 
interact with the world. The promise is huge, real-time 
descriptions, instant access to information and greater 
independence.

But do they actually deliver on that promise?

In this episode, we dive into the pros and cons of the 
technology, hearing directly from users about what works well 
and where the gaps still remain. It’s a candid look at innovation, 
accessibility, and what it really means for daily life.

Listen to the full episode here.

Thank you for tuning in and for supporting conversations that 
matter. Together, we’re shining a light on tools and technologies 
that can make a real difference.

 - Christina

P.S. If you'd like to share this story with others, feel free to 
forward this email or direct them to our podcast page.

Christina Hepner
Digital Marketing Manager
Leader Dogs for the Blind
christina.hepner@leaderdog.org

Leader Dogs for the Blind | 1039 S. Rochester Rd. | Rochester Hills, MI 48307 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice



Dear Leader Dog Community,

The Department of Education has announced a reduction in force that 
would eliminate most positions within the Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), effective December 9, 2025.

If these layoffs proceed, they could undermine the Department’s ability to 
carry out its responsibilities under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Randolph-Sheppard 
Act. This would disrupt access to Braille education, mobility and 
employment training, and entrepreneurial opportunities for people who 
are blind or have low vision — services that are critical to the 
independence we foster every day at Leader Dogs for the Blind.

We urge you to take action. Please contact your elected officials and let 
them know that these programs must be protected. Your voice can help 
preserve the resources that empower people who are blind or have low 
vision. Find your representative.

Together, we can make a difference.

With appreciation for your voice and action,
Melissa Weisse
President, CEO
Leader Dogs for the Blind



What does independence look like when you’re navigating 
blindness? For Jeff Petersen, it meant finding the right tools, 
skills and support to live with greater confidence.

Jeff first came to Leader Dog for orientation and mobility, building 
skills to navigate the world more independently. Later, he 
returned for a guide dog, which added a new level of freedom to 
his life.

In this week’s episode of Taking the Lead, Jeff shares his 
personal journey with blindness, how Leader Dog programs 
impacted his daily life, and what independence truly means to 
him.

You may also recognize Jeff from our Dinner in the Dark event 
last year. If you missed it, you can watch his story here.

Then dive deeper by listening to the full episode here.

Thank you for listening and for supporting the stories that 
showcase the power of independence, partnership, and 
resilience.

 - Christina

P.S. If you'd like to share this story with others, feel free to forward 
this email or direct them to our podcast page.

Christina Hepner
Digital Marketing Manager 
Leader Dogs for the Blind
christina.hepner@leaderdog.org

Leader Dogs for the Blind | 1039 S. Rochester Rd. | Rochester Hills, MI 48307 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice 



Welcome to this Month's Newsletter

 Dear Lions, Supporters, and Camp Family,

 

 
 

 

 

    CAMPFIRE CHATS

 
Rich Pfeiffer, whose years of service

Great Lakes Deaf 
, who filled our lodge with laughter, creativity, and friendship during 

CAMP UPDATES

Bear Lake Ultra Marathon 
 

Eagle Scout Nolan, whose project added a much-needed bridge 
 

      LBLC SPOTLIGHTS

This month we shine a light on Board Member Jack Patton
Staff Member Scotty Lake, 

Read the full newsletter to see their stories and feel the spirit of Bear 





November 2025

    Election Day —Tuesday, November 5      Veterans Day — Tuesday, November 11      
        Thanksgiving Day — Thursday, November 27

Cabinet Meeting — November 22, 2025 —10:00 am — VFW Post, 1200 Gornick Ave, Gaylord 
—Will include judging of the Peace Poster Contest at the District Level. —  Guiding Lion 
Training following the cabinet meeting.

February 2026

Cabinet Meeting — February 07, 2026 — 10:00 am — TBD

April 2026

District Convention — April 24-26, 2026—Treetops Resort, Gaylord — Cabinet meeting and 
Friday night mixer — More info to come.

On the Mend Reported 
On the mend:   

 We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments! 

 No Reports Received

Total:  2   New Members Reported 

Boyne Valley Lions:  Lion Bob Prebble passed Oct. 6, 2025.  “Bob was a dedicated member 
of our club and a true friend to many. His commitment to service and our community was 
an inspiration, and his presence will be deeply missed. We were fortunate to have known 
him and to have served alongside him.”—  From  BV Lion Larry Taylor
We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 
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Boyne Valley Lions 
OCTOBER 2025

From October 22 meeting

East Jordan Lions  
OCTOBER  2025

East Jordan IPDG Dennis Gocha doing one of the final 
cans and trash collections along the Jordan River for 
the Jordan River Action Group.

East Jordan Lions IPDG Dennis and Linda Gocha, and 
Adam St. Onge attended the Camp Daggett Appreciation 
dinner.  The camp celebrated its 100th anniversary. The 
EJ Lions maintain the Boys Spruce Cabin with many 
upcoming renovations.

The Wait is Over! Lions' Famous Pasties Are Back!

Fall's coziest tradition has returned! The Lions are thrilled to partner once 
again with the talented students of the Boyne City High School Hospitality 
Class to bring you our legendary, oven-ready pasties.

These aren't just pasties; they're a hearty, delicious meal perfect for a 
crisp autumn evening, and still only $8 each. 

Choose Your Comfort:

● Michigan Beef: The rich, savory favorite you know and love.

● Classic Roasted Vegetable & Mushroom: A golden-baked harvest, hearty 
and delicious.

Don't Wait—We SOLD OUT Last Year!

Our pasty sale is a community favorite, and these will go fast. Secure yours 
today!
● Order Deadline: Tuesday, November 11, 2025
● Pickup Date: Friday, November 21, 2025 
● Pickup Time: 3:30 PM - 6:00 PM 
● Pickup Location: Hospitality Classroom, S. Park and E. Main (across 

from the library)

Additionally, you can place your order and pay for it by credit card as you 
have done before. So easy, and so delicious! 

Left:  Guest Speaker 
Kathy Anderson from 
Good Neighbors 
Pantry with King Julie 
Hasse.



Central Lake Lions  
OCTOBER  2025

Central Lake Lions wrapped up our Summer Roadside 
Cleanup project- 3 times each summer.

Lions get together to take care of our 2 mile 
stretch of M-88.

DG Marie inducted new members Lion Lori and Lion 
Terri.

The 25th Annual Bill Stenback Golf Scramble was a huge success, with 15 teams and over $8k raised to 
support our community!
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 Oscoda Lions   
 OCTOBER 2025
The Oscoda Lions Club ramp crew was back at it again this morning building a ramp for a couple have 
mobility issues. 

Tony Priebe, Scott Busich, John Novak, and 
Chuck Andrina picked up the material at 800 
and had the project finished by 1100. The crew 
had great working weather and the project was 
smaller than most consisting of a 4’x7’ platform 
and a 12’ ramp. The lady of the house came 
out to check out the crews work when they were 
done and was very pleased to be able to get in 
and out of her home so much easier.

WE SERVE!

 

Picture—Scott, John Novak, Tony Priebe.    
Homeowners 



Oscoda Lions    (Continued)
OCTOBER  2025

 Fall Festival Arts and Crafts Fair

The twenty-fourth annual Lions Club Fall 
Festival Arts and Crafts Show on October 
4th was attended by hundreds of 
shoppers and browsers. The commons 
area, hallway and the gym of Oscoda 
High School were filled with vendors 
offering a wide variety of crafts and foods
along with many non-profit groups participating. A final reporting of the event will be made at the club meeting. 
Proceeds from the $1.00 admissions will be donated to the Iosco Animal Shelter.

Thanks go to the many Lions who helped make this event 
a success – from marking booths, to assisting vendors, to 
staffing the kitchen, to the final clean up – all is much 
appreciated. Special thanks go to Lion Kay for organizing 
and preparing the lunches and for keeping the kitchen crew 
on task. Special, special thanks go to Lion Von and her 
assistant Lion Jane for their year-long commitment to make 
this annual fundraiser an overwhelming success.  Fall 
Festival Arts and Crafts Fair

The twenty-fourth annual Lions Club Fall Festival Arts and 
Crafts Show on October 4th was attended by hundreds of 
shoppers and browsers. The commons area, hallway and the 
gym of Oscoda High School were filled with vendors offering 
a wide variety of crafts and foods along with many non-profit 
groups participating. A final reporting of the event will be 
made at the club meeting. Proceeds from the $1.00 
admissions will be donated to the Iosco Animal Shelter.

Thanks go to the many Lions who helped make this event a 
success – from marking booths, to assisting vendors, to 
staffing the kitchen, to the final clean up – all is much 
appreciated. Special thanks go to Lion Kay for organizing and
preparing the lunches and for keeping the kitchen crew on task. Special, special thanks go to Lion Von and her 
assistant Lion Jane for their year-long commitment to make this annual fundraiser an overwhelming success. 
Fall Festival Arts and Crafts Fair.

The twenty-fourth annual Lions Club Fall Festival Arts and Crafts 
Show on October 4th was attended by hundreds of shoppers and 
browsers. The commons area, hallway and the gym of Oscoda High 
School were filled with vendors offering a wide variety of crafts and 
foods along with many non-profit groups participating. A final 
reporting of the event will be made at the club meeting. Proceeds 
from the $1.00 admissions will be donated to the Iosco Animal 
Shelter.

Thanks go to the many Lions who helped make this event a success 
– from marking booths, to assisting vendors, to staffing the kitchen,

to the final clean up – all is much appreciated. Special thanks go to Lion Kay for organizing and preparing the 
lunches and for keeping the kitchen crew on task. Special, special thanks go to Lion Von and her assistant Lion 
Jane for their year-long commitment to make this annual fundraiser an overwhelming success.

Kay Gaines, Pat Novak  Nancy Andina

Carole



Oscoda Lions    (Continued)

OCTOBER  2025

The Oscoda Lions Club ramp crew “recycled” a nice aluminum 
ramp today. The ramp had been made available to the club 
a few years ago. They removed it from a vacant home and 
reinstalled it for a lady who was in need. The lady’s mother 
contacted the club recently and told us her mother had 
entered an assisted living facility and no longer needed the 
ramp.

Today Tony Priebe, John Novak, and Chuck Andrina 
disassembled the ramp and transported it to another 
homeowner with a need for assistance getting in and out of 
his home. The installation was quick and the homeowners 
appreciated the opportunity for easier access.

WE SERVE!

Hurricane Melissa made landfall in Jamaica as a 
Category 5 storm, the strongest ever recorded 
on the island. The storm brought catastrophic 
winds, torrential rainfall and life-threatening 
flooding. It left entire communities in Jamaica’s 
south and west submerged, destroyed homes 
and caused widespread power and 
communications outages, as well as severe 
infrastructure damage, including roads, bridges 
and hospitals. The hurricane continued to batter 
additional Caribbean nations with torrential 
rain, flooding and landslides.

When a humanitarian crisis of this magnitude 
strikes, we, as Lions, are ready to help. Right 
beside us is Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF), our global foundation. LCIF is 
mobilizing funds, including a US$100,000 Major 
Catastrophe Grant for relief in Jamaica, to 
empower Lions in the impacted areas to help 
their communities recover.

Your donation can make a difference.

      

Your generous donation to LCIF's Disaster Relief Fund, 
specifically reserved for all disaster relief, helps Lions 
continue to serve!

To learn more about LCIF Disaster Relief grants, visit 
lionsclubs.org/disastergrants or email 
LCIFGlobalGrants@lionsclubs.org.

100% of donations benefit grants and programs and 
qualify for Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) or Progressive 
MJF credit.

This email was sent to all Lions worldwide. 
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 Editor’s Notes — 2025  by Lion David J. Zimmer
November  2025 — Thanksgiving

November is another Autumn month, like October, leading up to the Winter holidays to come.  Veterans 
Day (November 11) and Thanksgiving (November 27) are the statutory closed banks holiday days. 
Other events, All Saints Day (November 1), Daylight Saving Time ending (November 2), and Election 
Day (November 4) are also on the calendar for those who may or not be interested.  

 Thanksgiving
The first Thanksgiving is commonly thought to have taken place in 1621 at Plymouth, in present-day 
Massachusetts. In 1620, a group of English Puritans, i.e. the Pilgrims, arrived in Plymouth Colony 
aboard the Mayflower. They faced a tough winter, with many dying from disease and exposure, but 
they were aided by the Wampanoag tribe, particularly a man named Squanto, who spoke English and 
helped them with farming, hunting, and fishing. In the fall of 1621, after a successful harvest, the 
Pilgrims and the Wampanoag came together to celebrate a feast of thanks. This event was a three-day 
feast, but it wasn’t called “Thanksgiving” at the time. It was a harvest celebration.  The meal likely 
included foods like wild turkey, venison, corn, beans, squash, and shellfish. There were no pumpkin 
pies or cranberry sauce as we know them today.

While this event is often depicted as a harmonious gathering, the relationship between the Pilgrims 
and the Wampanoag was complicated. The Wampanoag helped to survive their first year, but 
tensions would later rise as more English settlers arrived, leading to a much more difficult and 
tragic history between the two groups.

Although the feast of 1621 is considered the "first Thanksgiving," it wasn’t a one-time event or part 
of a tradition that continued immediately. It wasn’t until much later, in 1863, that President 
Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a national holiday, partly as a way to unite the country 
during the Civil War.

The purpose of Thanksgiving today has evolved a lot over time, and it can mean different things to 
different people. Here are the main ways it’s understood now:

● Gratitude and Reflection – At its core, Thanksgiving is still about taking time to appreciate what you have 
— family, friends, health, food, opportunities — and expressing gratitude.

● Connection and Community – For many, it’s one of the few times each year when loved ones gather, share 
a meal, and reconnect. It can be a pause from work and daily life to focus on relationships.

● Cultural Tradition – In the U.S., Thanksgiving has become a cultural holiday rather than a strictly historical 
one. The food, parades, football games, and shared rituals help maintain a sense of continuity and identity.

● Acts of Giving – A growing part of the modern meaning includes volunteering, donating to food drives, or 
helping those in need — extending the “thanks” into tangible generosity.

● Re-examining History – In recent years, some people use Thanksgiving as a time to acknowledge and reflect 
on the history behind the holiday — especially the impact of colonization on Indigenous peoples. For many 
Native communities, it’s also a day of remembrance and resilience.

So, the purpose of Thanksgiving now is a blend of gratitude, connection, generosity, and reflection 
— both personal and social.

Much of the purpose of Thanksgiving is what we do as Lions all year around.  We Serve by acts of 
giving, volunteering our time and efforts to help those in need, and helping to keep our communities 
connected to their people.

It is no doubt that we are in turbulent times, with inflation and people are losing their jobs, or not 
able to get jobs in these dark days.  It’s a mess, but despite the chaotic world there is always something 
that gives us a gratitude feeling. Everything we do to help others helps us to feel good about ourselves.  
It’s not what we think about things that matters — it’s what we do about it.  We are all able to find 
gratitude in our life for what we have and what we’ve done. 

 Have a joyous Thanksgiving. 



Left:  Halloween 
Skeleton Lion 
and cubs by a 
Detroit Lions 

fan. 

Right:  Colored 
trees at peak.

Above:  Oct. Boardman Lake birds —, ducks, geese, and swans.

Left:  Skeleton bencher with skeleton dog, pumpkins and weird 
     window things in the store behind.

Below Right:  Colored trees and interesting skies along the trail.

Bottom Left:  A Skeleton 
biker being harassed by 
black birds and giant black 
spiders

Left Middle Bottom:  Most of the 
Halloween decorations are amusing,   
but the “I See You” is outright scary!

Below:  A red leafed tree beginning  
to drop its colorful leaves.  



Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to:  

● Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

● Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can 
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among 
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.
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