
Notable Quotes:  “Our prime purpose in this life is to help 
others.”  — Dalai Lama

Dear Fellow Lions,

Thanks to all who came to the November Cabinet Meeting. We 
had another great turnout, with lots of information shared, 
peace poster judging, good fellowship, training and some 
Lions Q&A. Congratulations to the District Peace Poster 
Poster winner Amber Juahsz from Central Lake. If your club 
didn’t participate in the peace poster contest, consider it for 
next year. Lion Jean Manning will have all the info and 
materials you need at the district convention. 

We also had a presentation from John Peiffer at Michigan Ski for Light. He presented 
a unique opportunity we have here in Northern Michigan to serve as Lions. 

You don’t need to be a skier to help with this amazing event where the blind can SKI! 

It takes place at Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center on January 16-18, 2026. 

Visit their website for more information and a link to sign up: https://msfl.org/ Please 
consider volunteering your time, and also reach out to friends and acquaintances who 
are visually or mobility impaired who would enjoy coming to this annual event. 

The convention planning team is working hard to make our District Convention at 
Treetops Resort in Gaylord a success. It’s going to be a roaring great time as we 
celebrate in Roaring 20’s style! Please mark your calendars for April 24-26, 2026 and 
watch your inbox and the district website for signups and more details. 

Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

DG Marie
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Dear Club Officer, 

You are off to a successful year as club officer. As we approach the 
halfway point, it is important to review your club’s roster, update email 
addresses and assist your vice president as they are preparing for 
their term. Below are some key reminders and helpful tools for your 
club to stay on track

Unique email address: It is advised that each member register a 
unique personal email address in the Lion Portal to guarantee 
uninterrupted communication from Lions International. 

Maintaining your club roster: Reviewing your club’s roster helps to 
avoid being billed for inactive members. Log into the Lion Portal or 
your regional reporting system. For questions regarding the Lion 
Portal, please visit the Lion Portal Resources webpage or contact us 
at lionssupport@lionsclubs.org. 

Service reporting: Every club is responsible for ensuring its service is 
reported. Service reports showcase your club’s impact, instill pride and 
attract potential members, partners and donors. They also qualify 
clubs for awards and recognition and boosting morale and visibility. By 
sharing your success stories, you inspire communities and help 
strengthen the Lions’ global mission. Learn more on our Service 
Reporting webpage. 

Weeks of Service: Join the fight against hunger! From January 3-11, 
Lions are coming together for the Hunger Weeks of Service to combat 
food insecurity. Support community meals, organize food drives or 
start a garden. Explore our Hunger Service Area resources to plan 
your project and make a lasting impact.

Club Officer Guide: This new guide is designed to support you in 
your role throughout your term as a club officer. It provides tools and 
resources to help you excel not only in your individual role and 
responsibilities, but also as a leader of a unified and effective team of 
club members and officers. 

Support future leaders: As your club is preparing for the second half 
of the Lion year, connect with your vice president with online courses 
in the Lions Learning Center (LLC), located in Learn within the Lion 
Portal. As your club moves toward the future, make sure that the 
club’s vice president reviews the following courses: 

1. Club Officer Training

2. Leadership Succession 

3. Goal Setting

And more

We look forward to supporting you and your club. Please contact us if 
you have any questions by emailing us at clubofficers@lionsclubs.org. 

Thank you for your service!

Sincerely,

District and Club Administration Division



Celebrate Lions’ impact in the fight against hunger by participating in 
the Hunger Weeks of Service Video Showcase, highlighting our 
shared commitment to empowering communities worldwide.

The second Week of Service for Hunger is January 3-11, 2026, and
 as a Lion leader, you have an exciting opportunity to help coordinate
 the Video Showcase.

Please download the Weeks of Service Video Showcase Resource 
below to learn more about your role, the submission and selection 
process, and deadlines. Top videos will be featured in the showcase 
event following each service week.

Thank you for your participation in this initiative. You’ll be part of three 
impactful weeks dedicated to creating positive change and making a 
difference in communities around the globe — together!

Have any questions regarding Weeks of Service and the Video 
Showcase?

Contact us at serviceactivities@lionsclubs.org.

This message was sent to the following: GAT Constitutional Area Leader, GAT Area Leader, 
Multiple District GST Coordinator, District GST Coordinator, Club President, Club Service 
Chairperson, Leo Club President. 





On the Taking the Lead podcast, we recently had one of those 
conversations that sticks with you, and I couldn’t wait to share it. 

We sat down with Stephanie Enyart, the Chief Public Policy & 
Research Officer at the American Foundation for the Blind.

Stephanie has spent more than 20 years advocating for people 
with disabilities, turning research into real change through policy, 
leadership, and persistence.

What stood out to me most was how she bridges research and 
advocacy, using data not just to inform, but to inspire action.

You can listen to Stephanie's episode here.

Thank you for being part of the Taking the Lead community and 
for supporting stories that move inclusion forward

You can listen to Stephanie's episode here.

 - Christina

P.S. If you'd like to share this story with others, feel free to 
forward this email or direct them to our podcast page.

Christina Hepner
Digital Marketing Manager
Leader Dogs for the Blind
christina.hepner@leaderdog.org



Welcome to this Month's Newsletter

 

Dear Lions, Supporters, and Camp Family,

December settles in differently at camp. The world feels quieter. The lake holds 
still under the cold sky, and the snow rests lightly across the trails and rooftops. 
What looks calm from the outside remains full of work, planning, and purpose 
behind the scenes. The rhythm may slow, but the heart of camp keeps moving.

Even when cabins aren’t filled with kids running from activity to activity, there is 
still life here. Retreat groups gather, staff prepares for the next season, repairs 
are made, schedules are formed, and the mission continues with the same 
care and intention it carries in July.

    CAMPFIRE CHATS

This month’s Campfire Chats highlights two stories that show just how deeply 
connection lives here. We’re honoring Camp Champion Denise Freshney, 
whose quilt retreats and generosity have helped fill camp with support and 
creativity, and we welcome back Justice for Lily, a group whose return brings 
warmth and community every year.

     CAMP UPDATES

A lot continues to move forward behind the scenes. Thanks to incredible 
support and coordination, new kitchen equipment and tables are already 
helping us prepare for a busy year ahead. We also wrapped up another 
successful Bear Lake Crafting Weekend, filling camp with creativity, laughter, 
and new handmade ornaments now hanging on the camp Christmas tree.

      LBLC SPOTLIGHTS

This month’s spotlights feature Board Member Jim Leach Jr., whose decades 
of service and steady leadership continue to shape the heart of camp, and 
Food Service Director Chrissy Andre, whose work in the kitchen and across 
many other areas helps carry our mission year round.

     GIVE A GIFT THAT MATTERS

This season, consider giving an experience that lasts long after the holidays. 
Event tickets, sponsorships, and camper scholarships are available and help 
make camp possible for the kids who need it most.

      UPCOMING EVENTS

●    Ice Plunge – February 7, 2026

●    Wild Game Dinner – April 11, 2026

●    Workbee – May 9, 2026

●    Golf Outing – June 8, 2026

●    Baseball Game- June 12, 2026

●    Open House – June 28, 2026

●     Clay Shoot – September 26, 2026

  �  GET INVOLVED

Sponsor a camper, join us for an event, or help spread the word. Every step of 
support helps us continue changing lives at Lions Bear Lake Camp.

With gratitude, The Bear Lake Camp Team
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(Upcoming Leader Dog Events)
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Social Media Marketing
Jennie Partin <lionjenniepartin@gmail.com> 

Club Presidents and Secretaries,

Please forward to the Lions managing your club's social media pages and marketing efforts, or a Lion that you think 
would be a great social media manager if you don't currently have someone actively running your social media. If you 
are involved in the marketing of your club, or would like to be more involved, keep reading!

Marketing gurus,

For those that I haven't met yet, I'm Lion Jennie Partin and I'm your district marketing chair. If you're on Facebook, I 
would like to invite you to join a new group we've created to help each other grow our club's social media presence, 
and help with marketing efforts. This group is designed to give each other ideas to post to keep our pages active 
(especially in slower months when we have less club activity to share!), share what's working well with our marketing 
efforts, and get help with what's not working well. Whether you're less experienced with social media, or a social 
media guru, I hope you'll join the group - there is so much we can learn from each other!  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/835681422524863

Looking forward to working with you,
Lion Jennie Partin
District 11-E2 Marketing Chair

Hillman Lions Peace Poster Contest Winner

Adelena Kiel, 7th grade at Hillman Jr High School, is the winner of 
the Hillman Lions Club International Peace Poster Contest.

 Adelena’s poster will now move on to District competition. 

Pictured with Adelena is Hillman Lions Club member, Jean Manning.

 Charlie Cone's New Book and Website
Barb: I serve with Charlie on the LMF finance committee.  He is a great guy, and I'm sure this book will be a great read! 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
PDG and Lions of Michigan Foundation Past President Charlie Cone (twc2484773825@earthlink.net - 248-719-2567) has 
written and published a book about his life.  The book is a great read and details Charlie's love for flying and his time 
flying a fighter jet and serving our country in 3 wars.  The book is available on Charlie's new website:  
www.charlescone.com.

As some of you are aware, Charlie will be 100 years-old in January 2026.  Please take a moment to congratulate Charlie 
on the new book and thank him for his service to our country and our Lions association, and please forward this 
information on to your family and friends.

Best regards!
Chad
From: Chad McCann [mailto:cmccann@lmsf.net] 







December 2025 — Pearl Harbor Day — Sunday December 7, 2025
                       Winter Solstice — Calendar Winter Begins Sunday, December 21, 2025
       The Christmas Holiday arrives on Thursday, December 25. 

January 2026

Cabinet Meeting — January 31, 2026 — 10:00 am — TBD

April 2026

District Convention — April 24-26, 2026—Treetops Resort, Gaylord — Cabinet meeting and 
Friday night mixer — More info to come.

On the Mend Reported 
On the mend:    No Reports Received

 We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments! 

Total:  0   New Members Reported 

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 

The Cheboygan Lions Club regret to announce the death of Sally Spray. Sally was the first 
female member of the club that was established in 1958.  



Boyne Valley Lions 
NOVEMBER  2025

From November 12 meeting notes

Friday, November 21 from 3 pm - 5 pm the Lions will hand out the pasties 
to those that have ordered them. We have orders for over 400 pasties and 
we need 5 Lions to walk the pasties from Chef Cole's classroom to the 
customer's cars.

Pasty orders have topped last year by over 77 pasties and now exceed a 
total of 444 pasties. 26% of the orders are Veggie!

Alpena Lions 
NOVEMBER  2025

The Alpena Lions Club put together gift bags for residents of 
MediLodge on Tuesday evening…

and Lion Tamer Gary 
Stevens delivered them 
Wednesday morning. 

The Alpena Lions Club recently 
presented $2,500 to The Salvation 
Army from its recent Old Newsboys 
street sale. 



Central Lake Lions 
 NOVEMBER  2025

After filling up on turkey and pumpkin pie, Central Lake Lions were out in full force to ring bells for the Salvation 
Army, bringing in $979 over Thanksgiving weekend!

Then to officially kick off the holiday season, 
Lion Ray and Lion Brian welcomed Santa’s 
reindeer to Central Lake’s Window Night. 

This long standing, fun and festive 
community event has officially kicked 
off the holiday season in Central Lake 
for decades, with Santa’s reindeer 
being flown in specially by the Central 
Lake Lions for the past 7 years.

Cheboygan Lions 
 NOVEMBER  2025

Lions Cindy & Chris Bauer 
bartending at the Cheboygan 
Oktoberfest.



East Jordan Lions  
NOVEMBER  2025

These East Jordan Lions worked on the flower 
gardens around town and at Community Park.  

Pictured are Jennifer Thompson, Linda Poole, 
Faye Miller, Sherry Pursel, Linda Gocha, Dan 
Miller, Linda Chase and Bill Chase.  Not pictured 
is Kim Burzych. We Serve! 

East Jordan Lions voted to award $50 to Peace Poster 
Winner Alexis Wenz.

Pictured are Lion Peace Poster Coordinator Linda 
Poole, art instructor Mike Schroeder, Alexis Wenz, 
King Lion Dan Miller, and Secretary Linda Gocha

East Jordan Lions welcomed Lisa Clavier from 
Kiersten's Ride as a suicide prevention speaker 
to their meeting.

Past District Governor  Dennis Gocha was awarded the 
2024-2025 Governor's plaque at the Lions District 11-E2 
Cabinet meeting for fulfilling his governor's term. He's 
pictured with District Governor Marie Leathers. Thank you 
for your dedication and service! 

Four Lions from District 11-E2 received a Chevron Service Award at 
the District 11-E2 Cabinet meeting on November 22nd. They were Dennis 
and Linda Gocha for 15 years, Di Labeau for 20 years and Kris Roberts 
for 10 years of service. Thank you for your service and hard work! 



East Jordan Lions  
NOVEMBER  2025

Lions Bill Thompson and Bill Chase decorated the train at Sportsmans Park. East Jordan Lions decorate 
the train every year.

“The best of all gifts around any Christmas tree: the presence of a happy family all wrapped up in each other.” 
— Burton Hillis

“Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, 
is to have the real spirit of Christmas.” — Calvin Coolidge

“This time of year means being kind to everyone we meet, to share a smile with strangers we may pass along the 
street.” — Betty Black

“For it is in giving that we receive.”— Francis of Assisi

“There are three stages of man: he believes in Santa Claus; he does not believe in Santa Claus; he is Santa Claus.” 
— Bob Phillips

“Christmas is a time when everybody wants his past forgotten and his present remembered.”— Phyllis Diller

“A good conscience is a continual Christmas.”— Benjamin Franklin

“Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients of a truly merry Christmas.”— Peg Bracken

“Christmas gift suggestions: To your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent, tolerance. To a friend, your heart. To a 
customer, service. To all, charity. To every child, a good example. To yourself, respect.”— Oren Arnold

“Christmas is like candy; it slowly melts in your mouth sweetening every taste bud, making you wish it could last 
forever.”— Richelle Goodrich

“Love the giver more than the gift.”— Brigham Young

“Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.”— Charles M. Schulz



 Editor’s Notes — 2025  by Lion David J. Zimmer

December 2025: Winter Weather Begins  — Peace
The month of December is when Autumn ends, and Winter begins by calendar, the Solstice  
on December 21.  This year Autumn seemed to come and go faster, and was warmer than 
normal, only to see serious Winter weather appear at the end of November.   

TIME FOR PEACE
At this time, science has found much evidence indicating that Homo Sapiens, we humans, first 
appeared around 300,000 years ago.  The current consensus comes from fossils discovered in places 
like Jebel Irhoud, Morocco, dated to about 300,000–315,000 years old, showing early anatomical 
features of our species.  Humans did not discover use of fire; rather, our hominid ancestors learned 
to control and use it. Homo Sapiens appearing 300,000 years ago were using fire from their 
beginning since earlier hominins already mastered it.

The earliest strong evidence of controlled fire by ancester hominins is the Homo Erectus sites in 
Africa (e.g., Wonderwerk Cave, South Africa), 1,000,000 years ago.  It is possible that earlier hints 
go back 1.5 million years, but these are not cofirmed.  Regular, habitual use of fire by 400,000 years 
ago became widespread among multiple hominins, our human ancestors in Africa, Europe, and Asia.

Invention of the bow and arrow is much more recent than discover of controlled fire.  Possible 
indicators from Pinnacle Point, South Africa was the earliest known evidence for bow and arrow were 
found to be 64,000 years ago.  Recent strong evidence from Sibudu Cave, South Africa (stone points 
shaped like arrowheads) indicates that Homo Sapiens 60,000–70,000 years ago had definitive, 
widespread bow-and-arrow use.  By 50,000 years ago bows and arrows were clearly used by Homo 
Sapiens across Africa.  By 40,000 years ago, bows and arrows reached Europe and Asia with 
expanding modern human populations.

Fire and bows and arrows are tools that helped Homo Sapiens survive and thrive.  Fire gave 
necessary heat in cold areas, kept bears, wolves, lions and other predators away, and cooked meat 
for meals.  Bows and arrows helped hunters kill animals for food, and were also used to kill predators 
that threatened to kill humans.  

These tools were necessary for our species survival, but they also used them as weapons to kill each 
other.  Conflicts using wood clubs or throwing rocks were replaced by fire and bows and other better 
weapons to kill more people. Disputes became wars as new weapons were invented over years; 
spears, knives, axes, slings, swords, catapults, guns, bayonets, cannons, grenades, bazookas, 
missles, bombs, nuclear bombs, to name a few weapons.  

The concept of civilization arose about 5,000 to 6,000 years ago. Humans started developing 
agriculture, writing, and cities, replacing the Homo Sapiens of small mobile group hunter-gatherer 
societies. We have come a long way in our developement of civilizations in recent centuries, 
especially with technology. But we have failed miserably to stop killing our own species.  The history 
of humans is one of wars, from ancient Mesopotamia to today.  The 20th Century U.S. Military Deaths 
in Seven Wars, from the Spanish-American War to the Gulf War, total to 623,649 U.S. military 
deaths. Sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers, all taken from their families.

Christmas is a time of the year where we think of gifts, giving, and peace (Jesus is often known as 
“the Prince of Peace”).  It would be a better world if everyone kept the Christmas spirit all year round. 

Achieving a world without war is one of humanity’s oldest hopes. While it’s incredibly difficult, history 
shows that real progress is possible. Peace isn’t created by one solution but by many layers working 
together.  The Lions mission of helping others, giving time and effort to those in need, is an example 
for peace.  Ending all wars may never be perfect, but we can drastically reduce them. Humanity has 
already reduced torture, slavery, and dueling. The world today has fewer nations at war than most 
of history — proof that progress is real.  War begins with fear and division. Peace begins with 
understanding. Peace becomes durable when people—not just leaders—demand it.  World Peace will 
make “civilization” truly worthy of the name. Peace is possible. The question is, how long will it take?  



Your best chance to see the Northern Lights in Michigan is 
between August and April, with peak visibility in October, 
November, and April. 

Although these storms can produce great beauty with the 
northern lights, they can also interfere with GPS and 
electrical systems. 

The Northern Lights—also called the Aurora Borealis—are 
caused by charged particles from the sun colliding with gases 
in Earth’s atmosphere. The result? Those magical waves of 
green, pink, and purple light that shimmer across the night sky.  
Unfortunately, many of us have cloudy nights and don’t get to
see the colorful sky.  I looked for this autumn auroras online and found these Michigan photos.  Cameras can 
normally see the colors better than human eye, 



Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to:  

● Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

● Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What 
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals 
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates 
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as 
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can 
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among 
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.


