
District Governor’s Message

Notable Quotes:  "Only when our clever brain and our human
heart work together in harmony can we achieve our true
potential." —  

Dear Fellow Lions,

As we start the new year I think about the Lions logo and its meaning:

, I remember my Lions journey and seeing what our club did for
our community and wanting to be a part of it. When I went to my
first District convention I began to realize the bigger impact that Lions have
around northern Michigan. As I expanded my horizons and I went to my first

Lions of Michigan Forum, state convention and then international convention I
really began to understand how Lions from around the world working together can impact every
one of our small communities. Here are some examples:

● KidSight screening equipment at no charge
● Eyeglass and hearing aid assistance
● Emergency relief after tornados, fires, floods and other emergencies
● Special camps for blind/visually impaired and deaf/hard of hearing
● Support and camps for children with cancer
● Veterans assistance
● Opportunities for band students to serve worldwide through music
● Leader Dogs and other assistance for blind/visually impaired
● Providing sight through cornea transplants

, I see excitement and growth in our district. Most notably I am
excited about the $200,000 Lions International Foundation grant for the expansion of the Food
Bank of Eastern Michigan in Gaylord. We’ve raised over $35,000 of our $50,000 matching
requirement, and I’m confident we’ll be able to raise the remaining amount because of Lions like
YOU!

I hope that if your club isn’t taking advantage of all the support that’s available from the district,
our state projects and our state and international foundations you’ll be inspired to start using
your resources to serve your communities even better. 

The convention is for all Lions young and old - it’s sure to be a rip-roaring good time you won’t
want to miss! Visit the district website lionsdistrict11e2.org for more information and registration.

Thank you for all you do. WE SERVE!
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lionmarieleathers@gmail.

com
231-350-0286

IMMEDIATE PAST
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

East Jordan Lions
Dennis Gocha
231-350-1906

dennygocha@gmail.com

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR
NA

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
TEAM District Coordinator

Dennis Gocha
231-350-1906

dennygocha@gmail.com
2nd VICE DISTRICT

GOVERNOR
Kris Roberts

Central Lake Lions Club
 krobdi@gmail.com

701-409-9160

 GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM
District Coordinator

BJ Sander
bisander618@outlook.com

989-464-9885

CABINET SECRETARY/
TREASURER

Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club

lionbarb@comdac.com
989-742-2790

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP
TEAM

District Coordinator
Rod Leathers

leathersrod@gmail.com
231-350-0567

GLOBAL EXTENSION
TEAM COORDINATOR

Steve Murch
stevemurch49707@gmail.

com  / 989-657-9277

Note:  This information is up to date at the time of this
publication, but is subject to change as adjustments are needed.

ZONE 1 CLUBS ZONE 3 CLUBS
ZC Ron Morgan

Indian River Lions Club
theshootist65@gmail.com

/ 231-881-5091

Boyne Valley, Charlevoix,
Cheboygan, East Jordan,
Indian River, Mackinaw

City, Petoskey

ZC BJ Sander
Alpena Lions Club

bjsander618@outlook.
com / 989-464-9885

Alpena, Alpena Evening,
Glennie, Hillman, Hubbard

Lake, Mio

ZONE 2 CLUBS ZONE 4 CLUBS

ZC  Kris Roberts
Central Lake Lions Club

 krobdi@gmail.com
701-409-9160

Central Lake, Elk Rapids,
Grayling, Houghton Lake,
Lewiston/Lewiston Lioness

Lions, Roscommon-
Higgins Lake

ZC  Kay Gaines
Oscoda Lions Club

kgaines143@gmail.com
989-739-2779

Beaverton, Hale,
Harrisville, Lincoln,
Oscoda, Rose City
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 contributions to LCIF bring us all closer to success

Dear Lions and Leos,

Throughout 2025, Lions and Leos around the world have continued to
serve millions, improving lives and communities through your
generosity. LCIF grants have empowered your clubs and districts to
reduce hunger, restore vision, help communities recover, rebuild after
disaster, and so much more.

Thanks to your dedication and support, we are making strong
progress toward our fundraising goals this fiscal year. As we move
forward in 2026, please keep inspiring others to support LCIF and
explore grant opportunities to expand your impact. Remember to invite
new donors to make their gifts to LCIF in recognition of Melvin Jones’
147th birthday. Every donation makes a difference to someone in
need and helps us leave our mark on the world.

At your service,

Fabrício Oliveira, LCIF Chairperson

https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=SVC_EN_WeeksofServiceVideoShowcase_1714266166&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=18064&elqTrackId=007A8FEEA05F618CE170306A0DE2894C&elq=fc656f421e53412ab060895b17ad447e&elqaid=43882&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5D949306448E8B6EBA7CB5B4438BEF6C3CDEB8963C1F0A9D45F65D230403E5981
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MICHIGAN LIONS FORUM
LEAD TO SERVE< SERVICE TO LEAD

February 27–28, 2026

LIONS MICHIGAN FORUM SERVICE PROJECT HIGHLIGHT

Forget Me Not Little Heroes is an organization dedicated to supplying
backpacks full of essential items to fostered, sheltered, and underprivileged
children ages 3-12 years old. They have been selected as our Forum
Service Project this year.

Why Backpacks?

Most children arrive at foster homes and shelters with nothing but a
garbage bag. When the organizers heard of this, they stepped up to make
a change. Items are designed to fit in a backpack. It makes them feel
special, keeps them organized and teaches them to care about their
belongings.

What Can You Do to Help?

Our goal is to fill 300 backpacks with color coordinated items in their very
own backpack. The cost for one backpack is $40.00. Through districts,
clubs and grants, our goal is to raise $12,000.00. Each club is being asked
to donate as much as they can afford as part of a club service project,
enabling us to provide many more of these special items for special kids.
Please consider donating to this worthy cause!

Checks can be written and mailed to Three Rivers Lions Club:

Three Rivers Lions Club
PO Box 134
Three Rivers, MI 49093
Attn: Forum Service Project

Contact PDG Julie Mayuiers, Michigan Lions Forum Chair, with any
questions you may have. 269-254-1938 or jumayuiers@gmail.com.

Thank you.
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District 11-E2 Cabinet Meeting 11/22/2025
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January 2026
Cabinet Meeting — January 31, 2026 — 10:00 am — TBD

April 2026
District Convention — April 24-26, 2026—Treetops Resort, Gaylord — Cabinet meeting and

Friday night mixer — More info to come.

On the Mend Reported
On the mend:    No Reports Received

We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!

 New Members Reported
  Information From Club Activities Sent In

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

NO Passings Reported
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Boyne Valley Lions
DECEMBER  2025

Wishing everyone a very healthy and happy New
Year! Our next club meeting is January 14, 2026 in
the Boyne Library. The meeting begins at noon and
lunch will be served. Our speaker will be Lion Kecia
Freed to bring us up to speed on the Boyne Heritage
Center.

Boyne Valley Lions participated in a
Blood Drive on December 30.
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Central Lake Lions
 DECEMBER  2025
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East Jordan Lions
DECEMBER  2025
East Jordan Lions presented Lori Argetsinger from the Care and Share Food Pantry a check
for $1,000.  It was the proceeds from the live gift auction at their Lions Christmas party.

Pictured are: EJ Lions Treasurer,  Terry Graham, Care & Share Food Pantry Director, Lori
Artgetsinger, EJ Lion Sherry Pursel, EJ Lions Secretary, Linda Gocha and Past District Governor
Dennis Gocha.

East Jordan Lions decorated Tourist Park for the lit-up Christmas Village.
Pictured are IPDG Dennis Gocha and Lion Kurt Tesnow setting up decorations for the lit-up
village at Tourist Park.
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Oscoda Lions
DECEMBER  2025

Oscoda Township held it's Annual Northern
Lights parade on Saturday. it was very Cold
but that did not stop Santa from coming to
town on a sleigh provided by the Oscoda
Lions.

Petoskey Lions
DECEMBER  2025
The Petoskey Lions donated $1,250 to our community:

Camp Dagget:  $300

 Women’s Resource Center:  $300

 Northmen Den Youth Services (food for children):  $200

 Nehemiah House:  $200

 Leader Dog:  $150

 11-E2 District Foundation:  $100

There are more donations for later in 2026.
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K i n d n e s s  M a t t e r s
Editor’s Notes — 2025  by Lion David J. Zimmer

JANUARY 2026 — Resolutions & Gratitude
A new month, a new Year to try to accomplish the best we can. Many people begin the year with a
resolution to do something to better themselves, or quit a unsatisfactory habbit, that they will
continue to the next year.  Regrettably, the majority of New Year’s resolutions fail, though the exact
percentage varies by study and how “failure” is defined.
The latest research (as of 2023–2024) indicates:

●   About 65–80% of New Year’s resolutions fail within the first month, according to behavioral
  science studies from institutions like the University of Scranton and the University of
  Stockholm.

●   Roughly 8–20% of people maintain their resolutions for a full year.
●   A study published in 2020 found that about 55% of participants considered themselves

  successful after one year when goals were phrased positively (e.g., “I will eat more
  vegetables” instead of “I will stop eating junk food”).

●  Most failures occur by mid-February, a phenomenon sometimes nicknamed the “Quitter’s
 Day.”

● Success improves when goals are specific, measured, and supported socially.
It’s just normal for Humans to want better things in their lives.  Life is full of circumstances, some
that help, and some that are obstructions that have to be dealt with.  For many of us, it’s hard to
be optimistic in these dark chaotic times.
One of the ways to get a good feeling in life is to experience gratitude. Gratitude is the feeling and
practice of recognizing and appreciating the good things in life—whether they come from other
people, circumstances, nature, or one’s own efforts. It’s not just saying “thank you,” but an inner
awareness that something valuable has been received.
How gratitude affects a person: It can bring out emotional well-being by increasing positive emotions
like joy, contentment, and hope,  reduces negative emotions such as envy, resentment, and regret,
helps people cope better with stress and hardship.
It helps mental health, linked to lower levels of anxiety and depression, encourages a more optimistic
and balanced mindset, shifts focus from what is lacking to what is meaningful.
Gratitude assists physical health, by being associated with better sleep and lower stress levels, can
support healthier habits (exercise, self-care), reduced stress, can positively affect heart health and
immunity.
It can help relationships, strengthening bonds by making people feel valued and acknowledged,
encourages empathy, kindness, and forgiveness and improves communication and trust.
Gratitude also boosts personal growth, building resilience during difficult times, encourages humility
and awareness of interdependence, and can increase motivation and life satisfaction
Gratitude shapes how people interpret their experiences. By regularly practicing gratitude—through
reflection, journaling, or expressing thanks—people often experience greater happiness, stronger
relationships, and a deeper sense of purpose.
Lions cannot exist without gratitude.  When our fundraisers receive money from a donor, we
appreciate their generosity and say “thank you” — and mean it, because it has been an act of
kindness that makes us feel valued.  When we donate to a cause or persons, they say “thank you”,
and we feel good that we have helped others.   Gratitude is a shared act by both giver and receiver,
with awareness of value and satisfaction for both.   Keep on enjoying gratitude, it’s good for everybody.
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 2026  Winter Pics

: Snow
covers trees on hiking
trail. Winter beauty at
it’s best.

: Snow covers
frozen Round Lake.
Walk on the lake?
Maybe, maybe not.
Temperatures have
been below and above
32 degrees.  Not safe.

 Deer by the
flowing Bear River.
This park area inside
Petoskey city borders
protects deer, and they
get used to people.

  This sign, along the
bicycle and hiking trail by the
Bear River in Petoskey, refers
to the damage from last spring’s
Ice Hurricane Storm.

  This sign
was just outside
of the Munson
Hospital, so it
must be true.
Haven’t see it
being used yet
though.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE:  Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

●Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

●Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!


