
District Governor’s Message

Notable Quotes: “As you grow older, you will discover that you have
two hands, one for helping yourself, the other for helping others.”

– Audrey Hepburn

Dear Fellow Lions,

As we welcome spring, we find ourselves in a powerful season of renewal, 
growth, and opportunity. Spring is not only a time when our communities begin 
to bloom again—it’s also a time for us, as Lions, to reflect on the incredible 
impact we’ve made and to recommit ourselves to finishing this Lions year
strong.

I encourage every club to take a moment to review and celebrate what you’ accomplished so far. 
How many lives have you touched? How many meals have you provided? How many families have 
felt hope because of your efforts? These stories are powerful—and they deserve to be shared. Be 
sure to report your service activities and share them on social media so our collective impact is 
recognized across the district and beyond.

Growth and sustainability remain key priorities. This is a great time to invite new members to 
experience the joy of service. Consider hosting a service project or social event that showcases 
what it means to be a Lion. Remember, every new member brings fresh energy, new ideas, and 
expanded reach into our communities.

The upcoming conventions are great ways to connect with fellow Lions and renew your spirit of 
service.

 Be ready to ROAR at the Roaring 20’ themed District Convention at Treetops Resort in 
Gaylord. Info is on the district website at lionsdistrict11e2.org. International Director Liz 
Crooke will be our keynote speaker.

Prepare to Be Merry at the Renaissance themed Multiple District Convention at Shanty 
Creek Resort in Bellaire. Info is on the MD website at lionsofmi.com. International President
A.P. Singh and PID Sanjeeta Jatia will be keynote speakers.

April reminds us that growth requires action. Just as flowers don’t bloom without care and attention, 
our communities don’t thrive without service and compassion. Let’s continue to lead
with heart, serve with purpose, and inspire others through our actions.

Thank you for all you do as Lions. Together, we are making a difference — one act of kindness at 
a time.

DG Marie

David Zimmer
Inserted Text
i
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From the very beginning, Lions have welcomed everyone with a heart
to serve — and that spirit shines especially bright when we engage
younger generations. Young people bring fresh ideas, new energy and
a passion for service that help keep our organization strong, relevant
and growing.

To carry our mission into the next 100 years and beyond, we must
continue inviting dynamic, service-minded people to stand alongside
us.

Lions have a unique opportunity to grow alongside Leos through
meaningful mentoring — including , where young
people inspire us with fresh ideas, new technologies like AI and
service that speaks to their generation. By strengthening the journey
from Alpha Leo to Omega Leo to Leo-Lion, and by building more
family-friendly clubs, we open the door for younger neighbors, friends
and families to join us in a lifetime of service.

The future of Lions is not ahead of us — it is already here, in the
hands of the young. Together, across generations, we can continue to
serve our communities — and the world — with purpose, compassion
and love.

Together in service,
A.P. Singh
International President
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Dear Lions Club Officer,

As your club begins the process of electing new officers for the
upcoming Lion year, it is important to consider the growth of not only
your club’s leadership but also your zone and district. This will give
club members the opportunity to lead and to grow within the district.

Upon the completion of your club’s elections, ensure that the new
officers are reported in the Lion Portal or your local reporting system.
When you report your officers, your club will continue to:

● Receive important information, such as updated billing
statements.

● Access your club’s roster to make updates.
● Allow you to keep your meeting information current.
● Update your district, multiple district and Lions International,

allowing your club to continue receiving support.
● Display the correct club officer information on the Club Locator

for the new Lion year.

It is important to make sure your newly elected officers are ready for
their terms. Encourage them to visit the Lions Learning Center (LLC)
and review the club officer learning path and other helpful courses.
They should also review the Managing your Club webpage. This is a
dedicated webpage for club officers and provides helpful resources
and tools to manage their club.

We look forward to supporting you and your club. Please contact us
via email at clubofficers@lionsclubs.org if you have any questions.

Thank you for your outstanding service!

Sincerely,

District and Club Administration Division

This message was sent to the following: Club President, Club First Vice President, Club
Secretary

Lions International
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Thank You for Supporting Leader Dog – Important Contact Update
Dear Michigan Lions,

Thank you for your dedication to Leader Dogs for the Blind. I want to
 follow up on an email that was recently shared regarding a change to the
Michigan Lions portfolio.

Please know that Lion Claudia Gregory will remain your point person here
at Leader Dog. Please send all of your questions and requests to her.
Claudia can be reached at Claudia.Gregory@LeaderDog.org.

Our entire Lions team and both our president and CEO, Lion Melissa
Weisse, and I will continue to work collaboratively to meet engagement
requests and support Lions across our home state of Michigan. We deeply
value the long-standing partnership we share with Michigan Lions and are
grateful for the leadership, engagement, and support you provide to
Leader Dog.

Thank you for all you do, and please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.

Yours in Lionism,
Lion Missy Aupperle
Chief Philanthropy and Marketing Officer
Leader Dogs for the Blind

Kelsey Martin-Gardner

Good afternoon!
April's edition of Leading the Way is ready to be shared with your district or directly with the Lions of your
district. You can find it in English, Spanish, and large print at ​​​April 2026​​​. This edition focuses on our guide dog
program, with a celebration of International Guide Dog Day, common myths and misconceptions about guide
dogs, an evaluation for someone who is blind to determine if they are ready for a guide dog, and an
introduction to our spring matching campaign, beginning in April.
Our Lions team is thrilled to have been invited to so many district and multiple district conventions this spring.
We'll be on the road often, so please send requests for speakers, materials, or other support as early as
possible. I will include my own travel below.
● District 3E Convention - Oklahoma March 13 - 16
● District  2-T1 Convention - Texas April 24 - 29
● Texas State Convention - May 27-31
● 2-S2 Presidents and Council Meeting - June 3

IIf I If I am unable to see you this convention season, I hope we can find an opportunity for me to visit your
district soon. Thank you for your continued  advocacy and support of our mission at Leader Dogs for the
Blind, together WE serve!
Y   Yours in Lionism,

Lion Kelsey Martin Gardner
Director of Philanthropy for Lions Engagement
 Leader Dogs for the Blind
 P: 248.218.6227 | LeaderDog.org 1039 S.
Rochester Rd., Rochester Hills, MI 48307
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Delegates for convention

Members Delegates

Alcona 29 3

Alpena 49 5

Alpena Evening 5 1

Beaverton 32 3

Boyne Valley 28 3

Central Lake 60 6

Charlevoix 62 6

Cheboygan 7 1

East Jordan 41 4

Elk Rapids 9 1

Glennie 14 1

Grayling 12 1

Hale 20 2

Harrisville 23 2

Hillman 15 2

Hubbard Lake 14 1

Indian River 25 3

Lewiston 20 2

Lewiston Lioness-Lions 42 4

Lincoln 33 3

Mackinaw City 18 2

Mio 16 2

Oscoda 57 6

Petoskey 10 1

Roscommon/Higgins Lake 14 1

Rose City 14 1

640 64
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Barb:
Presidents/Secretaries,
It is the time of year when clubs start thinking about honoring members, so I thought you might like to
see what your club has available for the various fellowships, and who has received them in previous
years.  Available to your club are:
    1)    From Lions Clubs International Foundation- Melvin Jones Fellowship-$1000 in accumulated
             contributions.
    2)   From Lions of Michigan Foundation- Noel Fellowship- $1000 in accumulated contributions,
     Helen Keller Fellowship- $750 in accumulated contributions, Lautzenheiser Fellowship-
        $500 in accumulated contributions
   3)   From Eversight- Barr Fellowship- $1000 in accumulated contributions, Weir Fellowship-
     $500 in  accumulated contributions
In addition to giving a fellowship to members, if you have someone in your community who has been
especially helpful to your club, they may also be awarded a fellowship.  If you have questions, or need
the forms to apply for the fellowships, let me know.  As some of them take a while to receive, be sure
to get them on order in plenty of time for your awards ceremony.
CST Barb Durflinger
989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

Alcona Lions Charter party
Attached is an invitation to the Charter Party for our new district Lions Club, Alcona.  We would
like to encourage every club to send a representative to the party if possible.
It is traditional for existing district clubs to make a contribution to the new club to help them
get started.  If you wish to make a contribution to their project account, it should come from
your project account, and if you wish to help their administrative account it has to come from
your administrative fund.
I hope to see you all there!  Let me know if you have any questions.
CST Barb
989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

Subject: Outstanding District Editor Roger LaMothe Award

Fellow Editors,

It’s time to nominate a member for the ODE Roger LaMothe Award. This award will be presented at the MD
11 convention by PID Esther LaMothe.  The award is named after her husband, PCC Roger. Please send
your nominations along with a brief explanation as to why they deserve this year’s award.

Thank you!
Lion Wendy

Wendy Burns, Executive Director
Lions Clubs of Michigan
30 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI  48911
517-887-6640 ext. 103 517-887-6642 (fax)
www.lionsofmi.com

mailto:lionbarb@comdac.com
mailto:lionbarb@comdac.com
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Each year Lions are given the opportunity to serve in a number of ways
through on of the 4 GAT positions or one of the 21 State chairperson

positions.

MD 11 GAT applications are now being accepted. Positions are open for
Global Service, Global Membership, Global Leadership and Global

Extension Team Chairpersons.

Information on these positions can be found on LCI’s website:

Please provide a letter of interest, resume and Lions history to:
wburns@lionsofmi.com

Lions of Michigan
5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI 48911

In addition to GAT positions, Lions may send a letter of interest for any of
the following positions: Committee State Chair, State Treasurer or Assistant

Treasurer.  Positions are for a 1-3 year term.

Email Executive Director Wendy Burns by April 20:
wburns@lionsofmi.com
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April 2026

April 1: April Fools Day  — April 5: Easter — Aprill 22: Earth Day

District Convention — April 24-26, 2026—Treetops Resort, Gaylord — Cabinet meeting and
4:00 Cabinet meeting — 7:00 Friday night mixer — Room Reservations can be made directly
thru Treetops Resort: 989-732-6711. Rooms are $129.29 per night plus tax and resort fees
through March 19, 2025

On the Mend Reported
On the mend: No Reports Received

We wish all unwell Lions a successful and rapid recovery from their ailments!

 New Members Reported
  Information From Club Activities Sent In

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends

NO Passings Reported
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Project Connect 231 asked if the Lions would
do KidSight screenings at their event on
Wednesday, March 18, 2026 from 10 am to 3
pm. As a club president in Emmet or
Charlevoix County, could you please reach out
to your club members and see if anyone would
like to volunteer for all or part of this event?
Anyone can help, even if they haven't had
KidSight training. This is a great event to invite
a friend to come and help out and see what
Lions do in action.

I've created a SignUp broken down into one
hour shifts so everyone can sign up all in one
place. Just click on the link and sign up for as
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Boyne Valley Lions
MARCH 2026
From March 25 Meeting Notes

Lion Mike has tickets to sell!.

 Speaker:
 Scott McKenzie - Stiggs Feed a Friend Program

Sad news: Lion Jim Felton's wife, Linda, has
entered hospice. Your thoughts and prayers for
Linda, Lions Jim, and the family will be appreciated.
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East Jordan Lions
MARCH 2026
East Jordan Lions had Elizabeth Gertz
from Challenge Mtn speak at their Lions
Club Meeting. She spoke about how they
help individuals with disabilities with
year-round adaptive recreation. East
Jordan Lions contributed $500 to this
worthy organization.

East Jordan Lions had their
annual Easter Fun and Games
even for elementary age
children. There were games,
prizes and candy. Two bikes
and fishing poles/tackle were
also given away.
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Oscoda Lions
MARCH 2026
Tony built a set of steps an handrail for a elderly lady who just came
home from the hospital and needed something more than she had.
She had steps 8 in, 3 in, 8 in made out concrete blocks and no
handrail. Very happy when I was done.
 I had 3 hours in it.
Materials were $37.69
Thanks Tony

We Serve

Tony, Scott and Dan Gross built another winter
ramp today. With the help from the homeowners
daughter and a local contractor. For a homeowner
who has fallen and broke her leg in three places
and can't leave rehab until there was a ramp in
place. We started at 9 am and finished a little after
1 pm. It was a chilly start but turned out to be a
beautiful day. Sunny and no wind. We built a 4x4
platform , 16 ft ramp and a wedge at the door.
Which the daughter paid for.
Man hours 12 hours.
8 hrs guest help.
Thanks Tony
 We Serve
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Oscoda Lions
MARCH 2026

The Oscoda Lions had their
annual bowling fundraiser on
March 28.

Pictures of the Oscoda Lions
Club 2026 Jane Meyer Memorial
Bowling Fundraiser event:
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K i n d n e s s  M a t t e r s
Editor’s Notes — 2026  by Lion David J. Zimmer

APRIL 2026 — Freak Weather, Time and Age

April is the first month of the year that is totally in the Spring Season, and May is the last to be a
month totally in the Spring Season.  March brought more Winter than Spring weather.  The middle of
March delivered a storm that we haven’t seen in years, filled with Winter’s weapons of mass
destruction: clinging ice, rain (to turn to ice), high winds, and an incredible amount of snow. It left
about 3 feet of snow here in the western area of north lower Michigan, and even more in the U.P.
Southern Michigan and eastern North Michigan got more of the ice, much like the ice storm in Spring
2025.  In Emmet County, there is still snow from the March storm on the ground, and plowed into
heaps of snow, though it may be gone in a week if the weather forecast stays above freezing.
While we had Winter weather to enjoy, ironically a large part of the U.S. had record heat.  According
the NOAA data: "The continental U.S. average temperature in March was 50.85°F, 9.35°F above the
20th-century average, marking the first time any month’s average has exceeded 9°F above that
baseline.  March included several heat waves across the nation. A total of 1,432 counties — covering
52.8 percent of the nation and 38 percent of the population of the U.S. — had never been warmer in
March, NOAA said”  The most heat, 3 digits, was in the Southwest, areas from Oklahoma to California
and from Texas to Idaho. Long winter and miserable heat; I’d prefer a choice somewhere between.

As another Winter of hibernation for many Lions Clubs in Northern areas are stirring, a lot of activity
will soon have Lions busy Serving what needs to be served.  We also see another year that means
the aging members are yet another year older.  We all know some day we will not be able to be a
functioning Lion, due to bad health, moving to another area, or at the end of life on this earth.
We all know we need to find new members to keep the Lions continuing. Sometimes it seems a very
hard thing to do.  Our generation is what we are, but there are other generations taking over what
we know, living life differently than we do because things change.
People in my generation, “Boomers”, started out in a world much different than what we have now.
For example, when I was very young, we had a phone connection that was on a wire with another
family.  We might want to call someone, but when we picked up the phone, our phone sharer
was sometimes already talking on the phone.  We would have to wait until that person ended the call.
And it also went the same way if my family was connected and the other family had to wait.
Fortunately, the one phone wires were soon created, and everyone didn’t need to share a wire.  Then
came the the wireless phone, and then the smart phone, which is now a computer with a connection
app – but we still call it a “phone.”  Those who were born after the wireless or compute/phone came
out have no idea what it was like to use the wired phone.  They may see old phones in movies or TV,
but it isn’t the same as living with it.  We Boomers know about horse-drawn wagons before our birth,
but we haven’t lived it.  We have lived in times of different technical advances, far from anything
before, and newer generations are born in a world different from our generation’s beginning.
From the beginning of civilization older people were considered wise.  Elders filled with knowledge
learned much over their lives, and shared information that young people could use.  That  now seems
to be a different situation.  Now when older people get a new device, like a new phone, they often
can’t figure out the tech, and get a 12 year old child to show them how it works – children born with
tech we didn’t have in our youth.
So getting new generation people to join the Lions may be asking them to become more like us and
do things our ways.  Or, we may have to merge our ways with changes to newer generation’s ways.
Whatever changes over time, the good news is that there will always be people of all generations who
have large hearts and want to spread kindness to everyone.  They’re out there even in these dark
days. We can have Lions clubs flourish if we keep our beliefs of helping others in need, and back it
with Lion Service.
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The March super storm brought ice, high winds and incredible snow
amounts in different areas of Northern Michigan.  In the Petoskey/Harbor
Springs area ice was less than a quarter inch.  Days before the storm the
grounds were about 95% empty of snow. The storm left up to 3 feet of
snow.  The top picture, taken from a window, shows a wind-created snow
dune near 6 feet high in our dog pen– something I had never seen before.
I shoveled some of the lesser snow so our dog could get outside.

These photos were taken on March 30.  Just after 11:00 pm I
went to a south window to see if the sky was clear or cloudy.
The moon shined, being almost over our house. Then I saw a
flash of lightning on the southern horizon, then another.  Then
another, all in a seconds.  The light show lasted nearly an hour
as the storm moved from west to east.  It didn’t get to our area.
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Didn’t find any mention of YOUR Lions Club in this issue

Send your information to: dlzim47@gmail.com

NOTE:  Submissions received after the 4th of the month will be
printed in the next month issue

●Activities:  Service Projects, Fundraising Events, Club Events – What You DO!

●Club Milestones:  Awards, Club Officers, New Memberships, Passings – What
Is Happening With Your Members!

● Photos of Service Activities, Fundraising Events, Awards, etc.

* Photos:  Should be 300 pixels for good quality.  Include names of individuals
in photos, and/or describe what the photo is showing.  Text:  Include dates
and names (if applicable) for all events submitted.  Text will be edited as
needed for space, spelling, corrections, etc.

This District is complex, with a variety of things going on throughout.  We can
learn much from each other, and I'd like to see more communication among
Clubs for the growth and benefit of all.

Don’t be left out!!




