
Notable Quotes::  

Hello District Lions,

Another month has gone by and the weather is 
cooling down and the leaves are turning. I hope 
everyone had a great summer. It is a great time to 
get out and enjoy the fall colors and while you are 
out and about, talk to someone about the Lions and 
all the good things your clubs are doing. 

The easiest way to recruit new members is by telling 
your stories about the service your club is doing. 
Then invite them to participate in one of your 

projects after a little hands on helping the Lions to serve you might get a 
new member. 

Our district membership is currently 690 members up 1 for the year. Let's 
all work together and build our membership back over 700.  In the words 
of our International President Brian Sheehan “Together We Can”.  

Our District Convention will be held in Grayling April 21st to the 23rd. Our 
Friday night mixer theme is Barber Shop. If anyone knows of a Barber 
Shop Quartet or Sweet Adelines please let me know. Much more 
information will be coming soon. Make sure to save the dates. 

I am looking forward to visiting all the clubs if you have anything special 
happening, a new member to induct, awards to present I would be 
honored to participate.

 DG Rod Leathers

     “Grief is the price we pay 

for love.” –  Queen Elizabeth II
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2022-2023 DISTRICT OFFICERS
REFERENCE LIST

DISTRICT GOVERNOR
Rod Leathers

Central Lake Lions Club
231-350-0567

leathersrod@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

William Gaines

Oscoda Lions Club
253-219-8590

wgaines1111@yahoo.com

VICE DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR

Steven Murch
Alpena Lions Club

stevenmurch49707@gmail.
com

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
TEAM COORDINATOR

Dave Zeller
Alpena Lions Club

989-657-4702
W: 989-354-2175

dzeller52@gmail.com

2nd VICE DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR

Jill Drury
Boyne Valley Lions Club

231-920-9645
drury@cctransit.org

DISTRICT GLOBAL 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM 

COORDINATOR
Marie Leathers

marie@centrallakerealty.
com

CABINET SECRETARY/ 
TREASURER

Barb Durflinger
Hillman Lions Club

989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

DISTRICT GLOBAL 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM 

COORDINATOR

William Gaines
Oscoda Lions Club

253-219+8590
wgaines1111@yahoo.com

Note:  This information is up to date at the time of this 

publication, but is subject to change as adjustments are needed.

Inside This Issue
Governor’s Message .……….……...…..…….................. 1
District Officers / Contents ..............…..….........….. 2
LCI President Message …...........…..….......….….....  3
Jerome Thompson Message ....................….….... 4
LCIF Pueto Rico Disaster ........................….…..... 5
LCI Melvin Jones Awards Info.............….…...... 6--8
Lions of Michigan Leadership Institute Info ........ 9
LoM Leadership Institute Flyers .................. 10-11
MD-11 Council Chair Info ................….……..... 12-13
District News – Grant, P. Poster, MJ Award ...,  14
Hill Man Lions Trivia Night Fundraiser ..….……….. 15
 Calendar of Events ..……………………...............….……. 16
Passings/New Members/Mends ............….……... 16
11-E2 Lions Clubs Activities News .…….…......17-18
Coronavirus/COVID-19 Stats ..…………............... …19
Editor’s Notes:  COVID Update/Duality ………....… 20
Picture of the Month—Hurricane Ian ..…..……………..21
We Publish It/Racism Has No Place ......….……... 22

ZONE 1 CLUBS ZONE 3 CLUBS

ZC Dennis Gocha

East Jordan Lions
dennygocha@gmail.

com

Boyne Valley, Charlevoix, 
Cheboygan, east Jordan, 

Indian River, Mackinaw 
City, Petoskey

ZC Janice Kane

Alpena lions Club

Alpena, Alpena Evening, 
Atlanta, Glennie, Hillman, 

Hubbard Lake, Mio

ZONE 2 CLUBS ZONE 4 CLUBS

ZC Marie Leathers
Central Lake Lions Club
marie@centrallakerealty.

com

Central Lake, Elk Rapids, 
Grayling, Houghton Lake, 

Lewiston/Lewiston Lioness 
Lions, Roscommon-

Higgins Lake

ZC VACANT

Beaverton, Hale, 
Harrisville, Lincoln, 

Oscoda, Prescott-Skidway 

Lake, Rose City
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International President, Lions Clubs International 

LCI President’s Message
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MELVIN JONES FELLOWSHIP NOMINATION

Melvin Jones founded Lionism in the spirit of Service to Others. Recognition of

OUTSTANDING service is therefore the number one criterion for selecting a recipient for this

most prestigious award that is given by the Lions Clubs International Foundation. (LCIF)

Because this is an award that is to be at the District Level, the first consideration for recipients

will be those who have served notably at the District and State levels, as well as at their own

Club level.

With above in mind, we submit the following person__________________________________

Name of Nominee (Print)

as a nominee for the District 11 E-2 Melvin Jones Fellowship Award. The person to contact as

it pertains to this nomination is:

NAME: ________________________________________________________________________

Club: __________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________ State ________ Zip ____________

A. NARRATIVE INFORMATION:

Please write a narrative section here or attach, detailing why you believe this person is a

worthy nominee for the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award for District 11 E-2. Keep in mind that

the selection committee will depend on what you write about your nominee in considering the

nomination.
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DISTRICT 11 E-2 MELVIN JONES FELLOWSHIP AWARD NOMINEE

PERSONAL DATA SHEET

Name of Nominee: ________________________________________________

Member of: _____________________________________________________

Years of service in Lionism: __________; Years with current club: ________

Club Offices &amp; Years Held:

District, State Offices &amp; Years Held:

Special Projects Involvement:

Other Community involvement

Other Information in support of Nominee

Name/Club of Nominator (Print)_____________________________________________

Signature of Nominator____________________________________________________

Note: Additional pages can be used if more space is needed.



DISTRICT 11-E2 NEWSLETTER 9 2022-2023

Faculty Development Institute and Leadership Institute Nov. 4-6, 2022 

CONFIRMED
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Lions of  Michigan Leadership Flyers
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Please share this information in your newsletters.  Council Chair 2023-2024; Leadership Institute 2022

Thank you!

Lion Wendy

Wendy Burns, Executive Director

Lions Clubs of Michigan

5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI  48911

Direct Line 517.887.6640 ext. 11   Fax 517.887.6642

www.lionsofmi.com

MD-11 Council Chair
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 District 11-E2 Qualifies For LCIF Community Impact Grant 

comdac@comdac.com

Our district has qualified for an LCIF Community Impact Grant.  We have funds available of up 

to $3,726 for a special project in one community in the district.  You can learn more about the 
grant at www.lionsclubs.org/DCG.   Your club can submit a project to the me (the district LCIF 
coordinator) by 2/15/23.  The prospective projects will be reviewed at the 3/11/23 cabinet 
meeting, and one will be selected to be forwarded to LCIF.  Let me know if you have any 

questions.

PDG Barb Durflinger
District 11-E2 LCIF Coordinator
989-742-2790
lionbarb@comdac.com

Peace Poster Update

We have seven clubs within our District that are participating in the Peace Poster Contest of 2022-
2023: Central Lake, Elk Rapids, East Jordan, Alpena, Hillman, Boyne and Oscoda.  The theme is, 
“Lead With Compassion”.  

The participating clubs will need to choose the winning poster from their club, attach the 
completed “Winner Sticker” to the back (the sticker is in the Poster Packet), and then submit the 
winning poster to me (Jean Manning) by the end of October OR take the winning poster to the 
District Cabinet Meeting in November. 

If the participating club is not attending the November District Cabinet meeting, then contact me 
(Jean) about receiving your club entry. I am willing to drive half-way to obtain the poster, or it may 
be mailed to me within a mailing tube (22661 W. County Rd 459, Hillman 49746).

From: Jean Manning - aka Jean Hill

 District Melvin Jones Award 
Hello club presidents and secretaries of MD 11E-2,

It's time again to send in nominations for the District Melvin Jones Award. This award goes to those Lions in 

MD 11E-2 who have served the district exceptionally well. Take a look at your club members and if you have 

one who you believe is a worthy recipient, send in a nomination. 

You will have three attachments in this email, the nominating letter with information, and two pages to use 

as part of your nomination; you may add additional information if space warrants it. These nominations are 

due to me by Dec. 31, 2022. You can either snail mail or email them to me; information is in the nomination 

letter. 

As a side note, there are some clubs where only the president or secretary had email information posted at 

the LCI site. Can all the clubs please make sure to have as much complete information as possible. 

Thanks for all you do for your community, 

Steve Murch

1st Vice District Governor

MD 11 E-2
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OCTOBER 2022

HALLOWEEN — October 31, 2022  

NOVEMBER 2022

Cabinet Meeting — November 19, 2022 —  Location: Indian River Lions Clubhouse, 4439 M-68, 

Indian River, MI 49749 — Cabinet Meeting and District Peace Poster Contest Judging.           

All Lions present will have a vote for the District peace poster contest winner.  
         

On the Mend Reported 
Boyne Valley Lions:   King Lion Lisa Luebke has tested positive for covid.  Her tempreture went up to 102.2 with 

body aches, headache, chills, cough, dizzy, and congestion. (September 18)

Oscoda Lions: Lion Tom Flora is recovering from heart surgery. —  Lion Newana Visser has had toe surgery 

and is doing well.  —  Ed Heinrich, Lion Connie’s husband, has had spine surgery and is dealing with an 

infection. 

NONE REPORTED

We honor those who have passed; with sympathies & condolences to family & friends 
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Boyne Valley Lions 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Boyne Valley Lions had a survey to determine if members wanted to have meetings every Wednesday or 
twice a month.  With 14 votes in, 64% of the respondents want to keep the current club meeting schedule 
of twice per month, so the BV Lions will continue to meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. 

Boyne Valley Lions Club's contributed $1,000.00 on August 24,2022, to the Charlevoix County Community 
Foundation – for the Boyne Valley Lions Clive & Ruby Vollick Scholarship Fund.

Central Lake Lions 

 SEPTEMBER 2022

New member Dan Krommendyke (left) 
inducted by DG Rod Leathers (center), 
with sponsor Steve Sherman (right).

Part of the highway clean up crew are newest 
club member Dan Krommendyke with one of our 
long timers Mike Bachmann, a member since 
1970. 

President Brian Graff and 
Past President Marie 
Leathers join committee 
chair Desiree Herrst 
presenting $1,000 check to 
Jean McDonough of Camp 
Quality, with DG Rod 
Leathers. Desiree chaired a 
can drive to raise money for 
childhood cancer programs. 
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Lewiston Lioness Lions 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Vice President Diane Bissonette (l) installed 
Jennifer Mikolowski (c)  into the Lewiston 
Lioness Lions Club on September 7, 2022.  
Nancy White (r) is Jennifer’s  sponsor.

 

Oscoda Lioness Lions 

SEPTEMBER 2022

Oscoda Lions just held 
our 21st Annual art and 

craft show

Lions Denise 

Mochty, Sue 
Bovan. Pat Novak

(Below) Lion Yvonne 
Mallak presents a check 

to Jessica Guoan for the 
Iosco Animal Shelter

On behalf of the Oscoda Lions Club, we would like to extend 
our deepest appreciation to the community, the 93 vendors 
who were at the show this year and everyone who made our 
21st annual Fall Festival Arts and Crafts show another huge 
success. An event such of this allows us to be able to raise 
funds so that we can continue to do the great things to help 
those in need in our community. For example, the event today 
allowed us to raise enough funds to make a donation of over 
$940 to the Iosco Animal Shelter. In addition, they were able 
to receive several donations from individuals who attended 
the show as well as make a couple of animal adoptions. We 
continue to Serve and do great things in this community. Thank 
you for supporting us! — Lion Yvonne Mallak.
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 CORONAVIRUS  UPDATES – October 01, 2022

This is a snapshot of the World, Nation, and State of Michigan statistics on  September 27 – October 1, 2022.  

Numbers may differ by the time you read this as the COVID-19  and Variants continue to infect more or less.

   (Info from   N.Y. Times, WHO, CDC & michigan.gov. & other health websites)

 World Statistics   Cases: 614,385,693  Deaths:  6,522,600

U. S. Statistics       Cases:     94,965,623    Deaths: 1,047,392

  Michigan Statistics  Cases:     284,359     Deaths:     38,624

Vaccinations (1 or more doses) Summary:

 World:  6.0%    United States:  68.5%   —   Michigan:  68.3%
(Statistics may vary monthly as new information and corrections are applied)

11-E2 Counties Cases Reported Deaths % Vaccinated

Alcona: 1,840 74 62.11%

Alpena: 6,138 150 59.21%

Antrim: 4,980 72 64.17%

Arenac: 3,648 80 56.15%

Charlevoix: 5,590 64 68.63%

Cheboygan: 5,391 121 60.36%

Crawford: 3,019 36 56.87%

Emmet: 7,224 97 72.40%

Gladwin: 6,305 125 52.97%

Iosco: 5,344 157 61.89%

Kalkaska: 4,203 65 52.11%

Montmorency: 1,878 49 59.98%

Ogemaw: 4,772 110 50.15%

Oscoda: 1,607 59 47.38%

Otsego: 6,401 113 59.11%

Presque Isle: 2,253 62 65.77%

Roscommon: 5,272 122 61.00%

Totals 75,865 1,556 59.43%

Vaccination % = number of county residents vaccinated  (1 or 2 doses) divided by the total county resident population 5+
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Editor’s Notes — 2022  by Lion David J. Zimmer

COVID Update:  COVID “Almost Over”?
While COVID-19 cases are dropping in most places, it is still a threat to those with compromised immune 
systems and the non-vaccinated.  In our own District there have been 715 new cases and 30 deaths in the last 

month.  COVID has taken the lives of over 6.5 million people world wide, with over 1 million of those victims 
in the U.S.A. – and these statistics are most probably much less than the actual numbers.

A few other takes on the COVID status:

● More than 90 million cases have been confirmed in the U.S., according to NBC News count. New cases are rising, 
and the country has averaged between 100,000 and 130,000 new cases per day since August 1. -- (Sep 23, 2022)

● The COVID-19 pandemic has effected the life expectancy for the U.S. population. In 2020 life expctancy was 77.0 
years, a decrease of 1.8 years from 2019. The age-adjusted death rate increased by 16.8% from 715.2 deaths per 

100,000 standard population in 2019 to 835.4 in 2020. Age-specific death rates increased from 2019 to 2020 for 

each age group 15 years and over.

● Despite many people trying to ignore COVID and get back to “normalcy”, some adamantly disagree that the 

pandemic is over, pointing out that COVID-19 remains a public health emergency in the United States, the World 
Health Organization still considers it a global pandemic, and most significantly, the virus is still killing over 400 

people a day in the U.S 

As if COVID wasn’t enough of a health threat that will continue at some level for the foreseeable future, the 

CDC issued this Monkeypox Update:  As of Sept 27th, 66,551 confirmed or probable monkeypox cases have 

been identified in over 106 countries around the world, including 25,341 in the US.  
Lets hope this isn’t yet another Virus of the Year to contend with...  

The Trouble With Duality
Definition: Duality — the state or quality of being two or in two parts; dichotomy;  duality refers to having two 
parts, often with opposite meanings. Duality infers that every aspect of life is created from a balanced interaction 
of opposite and competing powers.

Our world is often seen in terms of duality: day or night; fight or flight; high or low; hot or cold; up or down; 
hard or soft; black or white; truth or lies; fast or slow; right or left (or wrong); good or evil; and so on.  All 

these and more dualities exist, and many of these things we encounter every day in some fashion.

The problem is that too many people take the extreme position side of one duality part and ignore or rail 
against the opposite part and those who respond to that opposite part.  Humans tend to embrace one idea of 
a duality choice and close their minds to anything else to maintain their comfort zone.  

Racism is one example of some people stuck in a “black or white” mind trap, unable to conceive that we’re all 
human beings regardless of skin color.  Some people want to believe con men are telling the truth, not lying. 

Others refuse to believe those telling the truth, believing they’re lying.  We believe what we want to believe 
because of what we’ve been taught or experienced, and close our minds to anything else.  An open mind is 
curious, ready to investigate what is not known, and able to change thoughts and beliefs if new data is found.

The reality of duality is that it deals with opposite extremes, while ignoring all that exists between the extreme 
opposites.  In nature, the duality process of day turning to night doesn’t occur like flipping a light switch on 
or off.  Between day and night is the twilight time in the middle.  The natural colors of black and white are 

opposites separated by thousands of shades of gray.  Medium temperatures fill the space between to cold and 
too hot. The common belief is that a prey animal encountering a predator has the duality choice of fight or 
flight to survive.  But there is another way many animals may avoid the predator without struggle or running 
away – they freeze.  Animals, like deer, freeze in their tracks so the predator may not see it if it doesn’t move; 

predators are looking for any movement that might be prey.  There is a middle ground between truth and lying 
where we engage in both.  No human has lived without at least telling a little white lie, maybe to not upset an 
other person.  And even the greatest liars have told a truth now and then.  

Duality is part of life.  Keep an open mind, and realize we control our thoughts about dualities — duality does 
not control us.  Balance is the middle path. 

BE KIND.   MASK UP + SOCIAL DISTANCE + WASH HANDS + VACCINATION =  STAY SAFE!
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Hurricane Ian was one of the largest powerful storms to hit our country in history.  It 
hit Florida as a Category 4 hurricane with winds of 155 mph.  You’ve no doubt seen 
the devastating destruction on the TV news — the buildings blown to rubble, some 
just gone, cars, boats, and airplanes smashed to pieces, trees and wires down, 
flooding and damage from ocean surges and huge amounts of rain.  There will be much 
to do to recover from the disaster.

The picture above shows a satellite view of the storm just before hitting the coast of 
Florida.  The arrows point out some purple flashes of lightning in the eye and the outer 
parts of the storm.

The photo to the right 
shows the storm with 
added mapping to show the 
hurricane eye just about to 
hit land at the area of Fort 
Meyers.  

As it moved slowly over the 
land, the storm weakened.  
It left Florida as a former 
hurricane, with over 30 
deaths, millions of dollars 
in damage, and hundreds 
of thousands affected by 
the hurricane’s fury.

(Photos from NASA website
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